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PREFACE. 

Ths History of Ireland, £rom the period of the 
Anglo-Norman invasion, presents a series of ano-* 
malies not to be paralleled in the annals of any other 
£iuK>pean country. Even now» after^ the lapse of 
nearly seven centuries, the suspicious jealousy of foo 
reign rule remains as strong as at the first arrival of 
the invaders. The Government obtains at best a 
sullen and reluctant obedience. The laws are viewed 
as institutions framed exclusively for the benefit of a 
ruling party, and not for the general advantage of 
the nation. England and France, when first subju- 
gated by the Teutonic tribes* sufiered more severely 
thsoi* Ireland ;•— William and Clovis were more un- 
principled leaders than the second Henry; — ^their 
followers more cruel and rapacious than the compa- 
nions of Strongbow and Fitz-Stephen ; but, in these 
countries, the age of oppression and suffering passed 
away. The Saxons and Normans coalesced* The 
Gauls were united ilvith the Franks. The victors 
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and ihe vanquished became (me ^eo^e, having com- 
mon feelings and common intejrests., Iielaiid is the 
only country in which the conditipn of the een^iiier- 
ed has not been ameliorated, and where the separate 
interest of two distinct races is still maintained, as if 
its subjugation was -but a ihi^g o£ yesterday. 

The evils that have flowed &om this disunion, and 
the dangers which it still threat^s, are universally 
tAriowlcB ^ed ; bttt th^e k iibt %hfr sane iliianimfef 
in nssognng liie-calDe «f its coatinuame. 0& ^i^ 
iBtdi^(A«fafe liieon98>AeBs«lillcMms^ the w i iaiu j 
Imd wh is sfKfif^TtoA viA « Geromess land ^wdcntt 
TUf iJSuM vvtei in the most fuRVtu |N^ttetl wafe^ra 
i;*lfe i^ame x>f Idib hR^ oMtek^ue vf ab txnd^ 
iiilted lias sofibediy me (find dtelliately «hat«Q «he 
firitii^ «nd bn Ae iooai govemmeBt ^«— on tke 
^Mrdb^B d[ Aome 'asd of Engihmd ^^^6n tke sw> 
^€bS8m dig&rialnro that 'coiltre&d ike djBStinies of 
tke <sdi^[tliy, ^ad on «hfr saev^dl factions by whid 
"^yif^t^^OppHiitAi^Qfb. tiife opptonnibBs of ungis- 
Itftt^'imd <»ii tbe JlilafilMS of •d»ml^egdB6>;''»»lini on 
« tboufiaEid ^tier-oames, potmift enoiigfa^ odlective]^ 
lb |i¥bduDe oofldiderable misoUe^ 'but, eepanbdy, iii- 
stdfe;itot «o ncooiint lot ^diat <VBst «tiewt of ev^ to 
wbidh ll^ cbtintiy ioB been subjeeted. Am. impa^ 
tM inqnitfi^ imight 'be led to sunmse, thdt blame in 
diffei<ent ifegrees bd4)nged tball the parties enume- 
rated ; and a careful investigation would coafirm his 



tospicBoniw But vAixm. b» ppcweods to «^|HHlion to 
eJHchiteiy sevend iImM of censure, lu^ mast pr&» 
ptfe t0i cncountor f^e niost Yinikfiit opposition. At 
vanatiee oi every otiier tespeet, ^ s^r^ial p<^ticai 
partisattB, iHia hmt imtten «»n Inih hialoryi we 
wondiocdy uniii»ttoitt «i «n6 prinei^e-^-eack maiiH 
tainiog, Ant &ei« iraar nothing wrong on the side 
mhkh he chose to eifanocalei mJL that there was nom. 
tkang light an <the oppod^ 

llie appUcation of this tnui gn^B^ magMw 
the histodksal fiMJ^nent nf IiMhineB» jyitqnestiaoa 
ibally telxiht tfaenaelias into the aingb topic of 
jMv^. Tike naaie 4£ lebei or patriot,, and loyalist 
or oj^MftMor^ is^vMi lothoiit hxikgr inqniry; and 
all ^diffienititfs aee dius settled in a mocamt^ This 
eoniptodion^ but not Yery aooarake mpde of tana^ 
isg ojpinionf , is strengthened by tiie absuni a»d 
nasohievoBs nopliiamy that identity of name pro^a 
identity of cfaasactec. There is. no soplnim by 
wUch men bud mone decekMU*4beiire ia no part of 
the glefce niwre at is uipre prevnient than in b<^d». 
The RoittaB Catkolk ^feek himself ^isonaHy wound* 
ed by theinplorian mIk> &iihfidiy desoribes the bla»» 
phemoos isisoknoe "With which <Uie Pope tmnsfeffed 
to a Ibveigner the ^onereignty over a free people, 
and the base enpidity ahowvi' by the Irish ^reiates, 
in baitering their ooiiifitry's independence lc»' wealth 
and pcEvflege. The zealous Protestant is offended^, 
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when the ignorance and indolence of the clergy sent 
over by Henry VIIL and Elizabeth are portrayed; 
and will equally be displeased with him who de- 
scribes the ferocious bnaticism of Cromwell's Pun* 
tans» and the more crafty intolerance of their suc- 
cessors. Frequently must the writer of Irish his- 
tory feel the truth of the complaint made by the 
venerable Bede, '^ Dura est enim conditio historia* 
graphorum : Quia si veradicant homines provocant, 
si &lsa scripturis commendant, Dominus qui veri- 
dicos ab adulatoribus sequestrat, non acceptat^ " 

Unconnected with any of the parties by which 
his native country is distracted — ^reverencing many 
individuals ranged on opposite sides — ^persuaded that 
rancour would be abated, if the di£Perent parties were 
acquainted with the true feelings and principles of 
their opponents-^the writer of these volumes has 
BO motive to disguise truth — ^no interest in invent- 
ing virtues or .concealing vices. It is not easy to 
execute a task where the occasions for censure are 
numerous, and for commendation few, without pro* 
Yoking the hostility of those who are bigoted to a, 
partial a^d uncandid view ^ of transactions. To 
blame the government, will probably be deemed ad« 
vocacy of treason, and censure of the people be 
termed justification of oppression. The violent Ro-* 
man Catholic may call the author an Orangeman ; 
while the equally violent Protestant may stigmatize 



iiim as a Papist. ' He condescends not to refute 
either. Let them war against the perpetrators of 
the crimes of which they are ashamed^ and not a- 
^ainst the person hy whom they are narrated. 

There is a part of the First Chapter which needd 
some apology, as it will probably give offence to a 
vety innocent, but not a very wise pordon of the 
community — ^the believers in the authenticity of early 
Irish history* The author shelters himself under 
the sanclion of Niebuhr, who has impeached the 
credibility of Livy and Dionysius, though either 
authority is a thousand times more valuable than the 
dreaming monks, and adulatory sennachies, whose 
stories have been collected by Keating and O^fla* 
herty. It would be an insult to the understanding 
of Englishmen, if a writer should now seriously re- 
fute the tale of Brute the Trojan. It ought to be 
equally unnecessary to examine such idle tales as 
those which grave writers in Ireland still maintain as 
genuine traditions. But it is surely pardonable,, that 
a true lover of his country should be allowed to turn 
£rom her authentic annals of blood and crime, to re- 
fresh his saddened mind in those regions of romance 
which £mcy has peopled with £iiry images of har- 
mony, tranquillity, and civilization. Still, such re- 
veries are sometimes used for a mischievous purpose ; 
and the assertion, that Ireland owes all her misery 
to EngHsh connection-^an assertion as false as it is 
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peniicio«s-*4iai been made too freqaentiy to M 
passed «otw irithout taraminatton. 

Hie fi^wlBg woric my 1>e iconsideit^ «b diyided 
into six pexmb of trm^pial thvatii>n« The first cor* 
tMBs tke fbrmattoii of tiie Englbh oornieetaoB, and 
kicliLdes iluB tme froia Strongbow's umoikNi to tbe 
dettk >of ifcniy IL Tiie second peHod is ooeupied 
hf the bannial masy idnck deterionted tke iBf^i^ 
interest, uriil the sovereignty wes merely iiotniiMi? 
and sounds over aiU tbe reigns betiwen Heary iL 
and Henry YilL Tbe thkd coomiences tMi the 
accession of that tBonnch, and oontaks tke dietifl 
of die stn^gie lor re-estaUislnng and vgdendaig tke 
English sapremacyy Tvhich was completed by E3iu^ 
beth and James L Hie foiitth is <iec«pied by the 
great oivfl -war of 1641, and its Tarious revohltionB, 
until the passing of the Act ^ Settlement. The 
fifth contains tbe ynas between James II. and his 
son*in4aw WiMiam, ttitil the resftcfatimi <tf tcan- 
qoillily by the treaty «f Limerick. And ^tlbe six^ 
brings the Ixistoiy down to llie Aet of tJmofii» ttt the 
eomm«ioeineiit of l^ present «oeAtesy. 

It does nm became a writer to speak of ike me- 
rits of his werit ; but he may be permitted to assert 
the ptffky t)f kis itttetrtions. Tke airthor can saMy 
say, tfhat trurti kastreen his only object ; that, anridst 
the conflicting statements of In^orians, he has al- 
ways selected that wkidi, was isopported by the best 
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authorities ; that he haS| in ahnost every instance^ 
consulted the original records, and made no asser- 
tion which they did not fully support. He is aware 
that he cannot please all parties, and he has not 
laboured to flatter any. He may be maligned and 
misr^resented ; but, feeling that he has at least per* 
fi)rmed his task honestly, he can console himself, 
under calumny, by the approbation of his own con- 
science. 
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CIVIL WARS OF IRELAND, 



CHAMBER h 



AneUnt Higtdry of JMmd-^PoliHcal OotuRHon o^ Om 
Country at the Time of the Anplo^^orman Invcuian, 

The preten^ons c^ the Jiis^ to an antiquity more 
remote dian that of otjbi^ ;^uropean% and their 
claims of being descended from the most, powerful 
and enlightened of the Eastern nations^ have been 
attacked and defended widi a zeal and vigour be^ 
yond the laws of literary controversy. In thi^ 
contest^ the cause of Irish histoiy has suffered &r 
more from the extravagant claims of its advocates^ 
than from the bereft assfiults of its opponents. 
The suspicious particularity of the more remote in^ 
cidentSy and the slaU more suspicious coincidence 
of the epochs with the received system of f^ono- 
logy^ are grayely quoted as proofa of genuine anti« 
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quity, while, in &ct, they are decisive eridentaes of ' 
falsification. The materials firom whence the histo- 
rians have compiled their narratives^ were the songs 
of the bardsy the genealogies of the sennachiesy and < 
the popular legends current in their day ; and it is 
manifest that such records must have been, replete 
with errors and defects, and, above all things^ must 
have contained little or no reference to dates and 
eras. The monks of Ireland, in the middle age% 
seem to have surpassed their brethren of Britain i^ j 
the art of fiaibricating liistory. The latter went no ^ 
higher than the days of Brute the Trojan ; but the 
former boldly ascended to the days of Adam, and 
brought his grand-dai:^hter to Ireland with a nu* 
merous colony, before the primitive race had yet 
degenerated into crime. The intervention of the 
delti^e might have been supposed to throw some 
difficidties in the way of tins hopefid legend ; but 
for this a remedy was easily provided — one fortunate 
individual was saved in the western world, to relate 
the circumstances of that great event to the next 
band of colonists who anvfed in the country. The 
new setders could boast of an origin equally illus- 
trious :. they were Gireeks, under the gmdance of 
Partholanus, whose genealogy fi^m Noah is traced 
with edifying accuracy. After this, several nevr 
tribes arrive firom places equally illustrioiis ; bst 
their feme is absorbed in the superior glory of the 
Milesian col(Miy, n^ose arrival in Ireland is Saui 
previous to the Argonautic exped^ion ; that is, be* 
lore Greece had even a traditional histoi^I The 
history of the Milesians before their arrival ia 
Irriand, is detailed at length in the Irish legends. 
They weie, it appears, a Phoenician branch of 
the vast Scythiie nation, to which the greatest xe* 
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"ToUdehs in ancient and modem times have been 
general^ ascnbed. Ph^us, the chief legislator 
of the idibe^ hanng invented letters, and some im- 
poitaht arts of civilized life, acquired great fame 
in the neighbouring nations, and the Egyptian 
king salt ambassadors to his court. Niul, the 
son of Phenius, prc^nitor of the O'Neill . fiunily, 
was sent with a numerous train to return the com- 
plijarieAt, and so highly pleased Phaxaoh, that he 
obteined his daughter in marriage, and a fertile 
tract on the banks of the Egyptian river as her 
dowry. From him the river Nile takes its name ; 
and from him Egypt derived all that knowledge 
whidi in subsequent ages entitled her to^ be named 
the parent of civilization. Shortly a^r this the 
Exodiis occurred; and the Phcenicians treated the 
depmtiiig Israelites with so much g^ierosity, that 
the silence of Moses on the subject is a matter per- 
leetly unaccountable^ The Egyptians who survived 
the calamity of the Red Sea, were indignant at the 
kindness shown to the Israelites. They expelled 
tlie Phcenicians from their territories; and, met a 
long caurse of wandering, in which they successive- 
ly estdbli^^ed themselves in Crete, in Africa, and in 
Spain, Aey at last landed in Erin, bringing to that 
favoured country the knowledge of letters,, and the ele- 
ments o£ civilization, long before Greece had emer- 
ged from barbarism, or Italy received, the arts of so* 
ctal life. When attempts are made to impose such 
a wiki nomance as^this on the world &r history, it is 
no wondei that the whole mass of the Irish annals 
should be r^ected with disgust, and that the few 
important truths which are mixed up with a mass of 
similar fictions, should share in the merited con- 
den^nation such legends must inavitably meet. 
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There is really no authenUc history of In&M %•• 
fore the introduction of Christianity into the-eoofi- 
try ; but there are some genuine traditions "whibh ap- 
|>ear to be based in tratn^ because they aecord with 
imd explain the peculiar customs whidb were found 
to prewl in the island at the time of the £i^^ in- 
vasion. These traditions declare, that the originjJ 
Cehic inhabitants were sijMued by an Asisttic co- 
lony, or at least by the descendants of some £^sieiti 
people, at a very remote period : they aver, that the 
conquerors were as inferior to the original ^ inhalH- 
tantsin numbers, as they were superior in lailitaiy 
discipline and the arts of social life : th^ deeerflK 
the conquest as a work of time and tronUe ; jmd a»- 
sert, that, after its completion, a hereditary UDiiaidiy 
and a hereditary aristocraey were for the fint tiBie es- 
tablished in Ireland. It has been judiciously rettuok* 
ed by Faber, that, ** in the progress of the human 
mind, there is an invariable tendency not t& intfo* 
duce into an undisturbed community a pa^Mdt»le dif- 
ference between lords and 8er&, instead of^Ja. legal 
equality of rights ; but to abolish such difeesce by 
enfranchising the seife. Hence, from the^ unfveml 
experience of history, we may be sure that^ wbteosim 
this distinction is found to exist, the society imktbe 
composed of two races of men differing from each 
other in point of origin. " We shall soon show tint 
such a distinction prevailed in Ireland ; and diiil bow 
only add, that the original difference betweentbe suc- 
cessive settlers in the country is not even yet e&xd. 
The blue eyes, flaxen hair, and frdr complexinnof llie 
peasantry on the eastern coast and in the midland 
districts, shows that they are a different laeelfieim ibe 
dark-visaged, black-haired inhabitants of thie'caodb- 
westem counties*- Besides, the uni&im traditi8% tbt 
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the MfloaiBn colonists w^re of Asiatic origin, there 
ar»9iaiiy customs fi^ preserved in Ireland, plainly de» 
lived firom some Eastern source. The forms of saltf* 
tatioii>~the Bdtane fires^ manifestly derived ^om the 
fiMrmer prevalence of sdar wor^ip, and the feastinga 
aadisribs at fiinerals, so completely coincide with the 
descriptions of Asiatic manners given hy all travellers 
ancient and modem, that it is mfBcuU to refuse as- 
een^ td the traditionary account of the Milesian ori- 
gins Those unaccountable edifices, the round tow* 
eiB ^. Ireland, are frequently quoted in proof of this 
liiecary; and certainly the most plausible account 
givent of than is, that they were erected for the pur* 
pose of fife*worGliip. But this \s a subject involved 
in hopeless obscunty, and cannot consequently af* 
fiord xanA additiond strength to our previous argu* 



The state of society in Ireland, the form of go* 
Tenunenty and the tenure of land previous to the 
Ax>gIo*Nonnan invasion, are subjects of much more 
inip<»talftce than the origin of the nation ; for, with- 
ckA « previous investigation of these matters, much 
of the subsequent histOTV of the country would be 
mcutodf inteDigible. Tne attachment of the Irisli 
to iheir ancient usages, and the eager desire of the 
first invaders to adopt these institutions, was the pri- 
mavy source of the greatest evils by which the coun* 
try mn afflicted; and, notwithstanding the many 
dianges of rule and chances of time which have oc- 
euKbd in Ireland, their pernicious consequences are 
ielt at the present hour. 

At some unknown period, Ireland was divided by 
AeMiksian conquerors into five kingdoms, Ulstery 
LMistary Gonnaught, Munster, and Meath ; the lat* 
$» mmt at a subsequenty but equally uncertain agsy 
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considered as the peculiar property of die pannnotmf - 
sovereign. It is impossible to determine at whst 
time the entire island was first united under a single 
monarch. Neither is the inquiry of any impor- 
tance ; for the authority of the Lord Paramount was 
merely nominal, unless he had the good fortune to 
possess sufficient forces in his hereditary dominions 
to ensure obedience. 

These kingdoms were again subdivided into se- 
veral principaUties, inhabited by distinct septs, each 
ruled by its own carfinny or chieftain. The obedi- 
ence of these local rulers or toparchs to the provin- 
cial sovereign, was regulated luce his to the general 
monarch, by the powers that he possessed for en- 
forcing his authority. Each petty lord presided over 
the administration of justice in his own dominion, 
and possessed, or at least exercised, the right of making 
war atid peaCe ^th his' neighbours at his pleasure. 

The succession to every degree of sovereignty was 
regulated by the law of Tanistry, which limited here- 
ditary right to th^ &mily, but not to the individual. 
The chiefs could only be selected from noble houses; 
but there was not an individual of each royal or no- 
ble fiimily that might not become a candidate {or the 
office of tanist or chieftain-elect. The love of off- 
spring might probably have induced the toparchs 
to limit the right of succession to their immediate 
descendants, had it not been the custom to elect- the 
tanist inmiediately af^er the accession of the chief; 
and the interest which procured his designation, 
would of course be sufficient to secure his right of 
inheritance. This pcomicibus custom was produc- 
tive of unmixed misery. Every election of tanist 
wad necessarily productive of party-feuds, which raire- 
ly terminated without bloodshed. The chiefs looked 
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"with jiKilous eyes on those who only waited for their 
deaths to attain the rank of princes ; and the tanists, 
consGious of these suspicions, frequently endeavour- 
ed to accelerate the moment of their elevation by 
open war or secret assassination. In the list of 178 
inonarchs of the Milesian line enumerated by the 
Irish historians, only 47 died natural deaths, 71 
were slain in battle, and 60 murdered. It may in- 
iieed be said, and with some truth, that this list is a 
&brication ; but it was probably composed by com- 
bining the genealogies of several pfovincial monarchs, 
whose pricle was flattered by the notion that their 
ancestors ruled the entire island ; and at all events, 
it shows the proportion between violent changes and 
peaceful successions in the opinion of the native his- 
torians themselves. 

Cach district was deemed the common property 
of the entire sept ; but the distribution of the seve- 
ral shares was intrusted to the toparch. The culti- 
vatois had, .consequently, no property in the soil, 
and were little interested in improving it by cultiva- 
tion* The tanist alone was assigned an inalienable 
portion of mesnal land ; all the others were tenants 
at the will of the toparch, and removable without 
the formality of a notice. The accession of every 
chie^ the death of a large proprietor, the reception 
of a new member into the sept, and the banishment 
of any who had displeased the chief, usually pro- 
duced a new division of land, which kept property 
in a state of constant fluctuation ; and the custom 
of inheritance by gavelkind, extended and perpetu- 
ated the evil. The gavelkind of Ireland and Wales 
differed, in, several important particulars, from that 
which still prevails in some parts of England. By 
the Irish custom, females were absolutely excluded 
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horn all ng;ht of inhentanoe; and no 

vraa made bekweea Witiniate and iliegitimTiiIci A3* 

dren. The lower oidm were divided infa> fi^eoRn 

and betoffUf * or^ as they were caUed by the lioT' 

'Biansy iMain$. The foimer had the privfli^ of 

Aooaing their tAe ; the latter wete boond tm the 

soil, and traiis£Dned with it in any gn&t or deed of 

sale. 

' Th<?«ftina^k iitaom» 4» ffrf»nianifcwriyinf qniniHlmil Willi 



* la tlie graots of kid naib fiir the Alport of 
h^ the Iriak miwmrnhHb die Befti|[^ or B^age* an vxfnmiy 
named^ and tihe property in tliem traoaferred tofedier wiikk Uie 
hnd. 

f The nstare of ^ Irnh tenure sad kw of Tkaisttytt 
veiy dearW laid down in an mqnwtMin taken at fifafimr^ on 
the 25ik October 15M, before Sir T. Nonii, Yioe-Pkandofc 
of Munster, W. Ssxey, Esq., and J. Gould* Esq., justaoes of 
■aid provinoe, by virtue of a compuwrioo firom Ae Lord Deputy 
and Cbundl, dated Che preeeiBng SOfik of Joab B la fifaad, 
among otifaer tiiingi, « That CoMg^ OTalliglMn, aiigg tfce 
O'CaUeghon* 'wa» and is seiied of seveial laigj» territories in 
the inquisition recited in his deipesn^ as lord and chieftain of 
Foble Callaghany by the Irish custom^ time out of mind used ; 
tbat as O'CaDagfaan aforesaid is lord of Ae said cofuntry, so 
Aere is a tanist, by custom of aaid eountry, wh» m 13e% 
O'CaUaghan, and ifcie said Teig is seiied as taaist, l^y flMt|aid 
custom, of several plough-lands in the inquirition mentioned, 
which also finds thirt the custom is further, that every l^mtnan 
iSi the O'Callaghan had a paied of land to Kve upon, and yet 
tbat no estate passed ibereby ; bat that tiie lord aid tlieO^C^ 
lughan for the time being, bf custom time out of mind, ta^ je* 
Vnove the said kinsmeu to otiier lands ; and the inquisition tia> 
ther finds, that O'Gallaghan MacDermod, IrrdagK O'Gallaghao, 
Teig MacCahir O'Callaghan, Bonogh Maclliomas 0*GBlk^liati, 
Conohor Genkagh O^GaUaghaa, I>Brmod Bane O'OdlagfaaBt 
and Shana MaoTeig Q'Oallaghan, were aeiaed of several fhofj^ 
iand% accordiug to tiie s^ud custom, subject, nevertheless, to 
certain seigniories and duties payable to the 0*C^Diighan, ' sod 
ihat they were removaUa W lam tn otiber hmda aft his |i»* 
iuro^ 
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dit-'ld^ degree of dviluatioR which the Irish his- 
tDtiaBV desoibe in such glowing colours. Where 
Ae greet malontyof the people could not possess 
knidGd property^ and where the circumstances of the 
cxMD&try prevented the accumuktion of commercial 
wealth) ue elements of comfort and greatness were 
waothg* There could have been no money, no 
trade, no manu&ctures, and there could have been 
m9^ams whose municipal privileges might have re- 
strained the despotic power of the topiffchs. The 
chns of Dublin, limerick and Water&rd, feund in 
die country by the Normans, at the time of the in- 
vasion, if iiot originally built by the Danes, at 
least owed all then: greatness and celebrity to that 
maritime people. 

^But Uiough this state of society appears lo 
modern writers rejrfete with so much evil, it had 
many attractions for a people such as the Irish were 
at .t&t day, and such as they continue at present. 
Wi^ few imd simple wants, reckless of danger, ar* 
detit speculators, iull of buoyant spirits, eager for 
any new enterprise, however culpable or dangnous, 
thek best and their worst qualities were equally gra- 
tified 'by a system, which flattered their vani^ and 
supplied objects for their ambition. Eligibility to 
the. office of Tanist being common to every man of 
nMe hiith^ it became the interest of the nobility to 
Doactliate the affections^of the people ; and this pro- 
duced a connexion, not the less intimate because the 
bustipj^ became frequently fields of battle. The 
)aw of gavelkind offered to every individual the 
hope of that great object of every Irishman's ambi* 
tion, a ^U of land; and though the tenure was in« 
99&m a»d unoertaiui Irishmen tbeoj as now, lite* 
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rail J falfilled the precept, of ^^ taking no thought tot 
the morrow. " 

The customs o^Jbstering and gosdpred drew 
closer the links that hound the lords to t^ir vassals. 
The sons of the nobility were invariably nursed by 
the wives of the tenantry, and the associations thuft 
formed were esteemed ties fiilly as binding as those 
of nature. On the other hand, the nobles became 
name-&thers to the childr^ of their &vottrites^ and 
were thus supposed to establish a claim to filial^ ntf 
ther than feudal obedience. It is amusing to find^ 
that these innocent and interesting customs were de- 
nounced as high treason, by the statute of Kilkenny, 
in the reign of Edward III., because they wete 
deemed the greatest support of the overgrown power 
of the Irish aristocracy. 

The administration of justice was regulated by the 
Brehon law, which is said to have been formed into 
a code at a very early period. Its most remariuble 
feature was the almost total absence of capital pu* 
nishment ; for every offence, even for murder, a pe- 
cuniary mulct, called an mc, was provided ; but the 
friends of the deceased were rarely satisfied with 
"such a compensation, and deadly feuds were cooise- 
q.uently multiplied.* The office of Brehon, or 

* The following copy of a Brehon's decree will proliably 
interest the reader : — 

*< These be the allegations and challenges I hare in the be- 
half of Donagh MacSeayn and Teig MacFynyne, against 
Cahall 0*Connor and his people, viz. That Cahall O^Coonori 
U^ther with his people, came forcibly to the land of the said 
I>onagh, and seized upon a prey belonging to him, and have 
taken away with them [ ] cowes of the said prey, and 
have also token with them the said Donagh and Teig prisooera, 
and .the rest of the prey being taken from the said Cahall 
against his will : but having beaten, bruised, and deadly woand- 
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judge, was hereditary in certain femilies ; atid, by a 
custom which seems to have been derived immedi- 
ately from the £a^ all honourable professions w6re 
similarly limited. 

The first introduction of Christianity into Ire- 
land is a subject involved in impenetrable obscurity. 
Hie tradition which ascribes the conversion of the 
island to Saint Patrick, though generally received, is 
not worthy of implicit credit ; and the romantic nar- 
ratives of the Saint's adventures are a mere compila- 
tion of extravagant fictions. It would be, however, 
an excess of scepticism, to follow Dr Ledwich in 
denying the Saint's existence altogether; but the 
precise period of his mission, and the extent of his 
suecess, must remain uncertain. There is, however, 
satisfactory evidence, that the form of Christianity 
eBtablished in Ireland, as well as in Britain, resem- 
bled that of the Eastern churches, rather than that 
whidi Rome had adopted. In such matters of dis- 
d.pline-'-as the form of clerical tonsure, the time of 
celebrating Easter, and the celibacy of the clergy— 
this difierence between the Hibernian and Roman 
diiiTches might seem of little importance ; but they 
were at issue on more important topics. The ecclesi- 
tetical constitution of Ireland was completely at va^ 
nance with the model which the Roman See was 
anxious to establish ; and several doctrines, con- 
ed the said DonagH and Teig, therefore I say, tlutt they came 
with intent to kill the said Donagh and Teig, and that they 
shall have remedy and release as if they had been killed, in re- 
gard the said Donagh and Teig never submitted themselves to 
the mercy of the said Cahall and his people, but sooope 
(escaped) by their own valour and assistance, as by the law in 
that behalf appeareth, which is in h<Bc verba" (The words of 
the law' are not quoted. )—i9aref7iuin*s Irish Deeds, p. .26. 
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demned in the Papal ooundlsi were vigorottaly nuiicK* 
tained by the Irish clergy. 

. The bishops, in the primitive church of IreLmdt^ 
were as numerous as the parishes. They paid no 
canonical obedience to a foreign head; they W* 
queathed frequently their pastoral charge to th«r 
diildren ; and generally held their Sees at the plea* 
sure of their chieftain. They also possessed aot 
any of the lordly privilc^s which the Cpntinental 
prwtes enjoyed. It was not until the eighth cento* 
ry, that thpy were exempted from nulitary service; 
and they always remained subject to taxation, and 
to the jurisdiction of the ordinary tribunals. 

The Iri^ church also provoked the hostility of 
the pontiffs, by its adherence to the doctrines of Pe* 
lagius, and the share it took in the controversy of 
*^ the three chapters." Jerome^ whose right to the 
title of Saint assuredly rests not on his moderation^ 
aasails the entire Irish nation for its supposed here^^ 
with a virulence surpassing the ordinary bounds- q£ 
theological controversy. He even asserts, that the 
Irish were cannibals, and that he had himself seen a 
par^ of them eat a child in Gaul ; forgetting, as the 
Jesuit Shiinhurst wisely remarks, to account for the 
permission they obtained to commit such a crime m 
the country, which was then the chief seat of ortho- 
doxy. The controversy of ** the three chapters^*' 
which once agitated the entire of Christendom, is 
now consigned to oblivion. It seems, that the 
Council ofChalcedon had tacitly approved the writ* 
iDgs of three Eastern prelates, which were supposed 
to hvonr the Nestorian heresy. The Roman synod 
took a different view of the matter, and condemned 
the chapters in no very measured terms. The Irish 
unanimously supported the authority of the Council ; 
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tti^'''iis we are infonned by BaroniuSy attributed the 
calamities^ hj which Italy happened to be afflicted, 
M) tlie &tal here^ of the Papacy. . . 

The Irisfa clergy, though deficient in orthodoxy, 
were honourably conspicuous for their learning, zeal, 
and piety. Their missionaries travelled into th^ 
iHiighbouring heathen countries, not like the papal 
Ic^es, with all the pride, pomp, and circumstance 
c^imperial ambassadors ; but like their predecessors 
, ^e aposUes, in the garb of unaffected poterty, with 
the woirds of persuasion on their lips, and the gospel 
of everlasting peace in their hands. The pious la- 
bours of Columb-kiQ and Columbanus, if they were 
. redly different persons, are to this hour justly the 
boast of the Irish nation ; though, unfiniunately, the 
eodesiastical system which produced numbers of men 
animated with similar zeal has long since perished*. 
The invasions of the Franks, the Saxods, and o- 
th^ barbarians, seconded by the dark intrigues of the 
fiomish See and its partisans among the clergy, d^ 
9troyed the primitive churches which had been esta* 
blis^d in Gaul and Britain. The persecuted clergy 
iknd ^ose of their flocks who were anxious to main- 
uSn the independence of their national churches, ei- 
ther fled, or were forced into a reluctant submission. 
The Irish generously offered to the fugitives a safe 
. a^um ; thither came all those whom barbarous vio- 
lence and Roman ambition had driven firom their 
homes* The unfortunate Eritens, in particular, threat-- 
ested with extirpation by the Saxons, fled to the 
mster-ifiland, and Spread such a horror of tjie vioknce 
they had suffered, that the Irish to this day call their 
invaders by the odious name of Saxons. During the 
. mth, seventh; and eighth cetituries, I)^land was pro- 
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verbially the chief seat of piety and learning. True, 
ihe learning of the period was confined to a very li- 
mited range of subjects^ and, even such as it wug, 
monopolized by the clergy : still, the respect shown 
to infonnaiion, and the ardour exhibited for Kteraiy 
distinction, produced beneficial e£fects which extend- 
ed fiir beyond ihe circle of those who enjoyed the im» 
mediate fruks. 

The invasion of the Danes in the ninth century, 
reduced Ireland to the same miserable condition ds 
those countries £i>r whose calamities she had ^own 
such generous sympathy. Though these piratic 
hordes were not numerous, they obtained extraordi- 
nary success in a country distracted by internal com- 
motions, where each sept rejoiced in the depression 
of its rival, and where the feelings of nationality weie 
lost in the virulence of party-spurit. As the Danes 
came into Ireland from the East, they called them- 
selves Eastmen,. or Ostmen, jiist as in France they 
took the name of Northmen, or Normans, They first 
confined themselves to mere predatory expeditions ; 
soon after th^ erected castles, or seized on towns 
near the shore, to shelter their booty ; until, at length, 
eneouraged by their own success, and the dissen^ons 
• of the natives, they resolved to attempt the conquest 
of the entire island. Early ih the ninth century, this 
was effected by Turgesius, a monarch distinguish- 
ed by great abilities, and greater depravity. After 
a brief reign of crusty and lust, Turgesius was mur- 
dered by the contrivance of a petty prince whose 
daughter he designed to seduce ; and m the general 
revolt which ensued, the power of the Ostmen was 
completely overthrown. But the private feuds of the 
Jrish princes rescued the Ostmen from total desDrsc- 
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tion landy retaining possession of the seapcNrtSy they 
soon became formidable, though they never regained 
th^ former supremacy of the countrjr* ' 

In the beginning of the eleventh c^tury, a ma** 
joriiy of the Irish determined to make a gr^at na- 
tional effort against the invaders : the nommal Lord 
Paramount of the island, Malachi Kmg of Meath, 
was deposed, and the sovereignty transferred to the 
oeleibrated Brian Boiromhe, whose administration of 
bis provincial kingdom had raised it to the highest 
rank among the surrounding states. During a reign, 
of ten years, Brian ruled the country in tranquillity ;. 
the. Danish settlers purdiased safety by becoming 
tributary,, and the feuds of the Ir^i princes were 
checked by the vigoisr and prudence of the monarch.. 
But the spirit of faction, though queUed, was not 
extinguished ; the partisans of the deposed monarck* 
secretly meditated a new revolution ; and their pro- 
jects were favoured by many who viewed with jea- 
lousy the elevation of a rival tribe. A trivial cir- 
cumistance kindled these materials of diseord into & 
flame. Murchard, the eldest son of Brian, incauti- 
ously reproached Maolmordha, King of Leinster, for 
his ionnet treacherous connection with the Danes,, 
and so irritated the vindictive passions of the haughty 
prince^ that he determined to purchase revenge, even 
at the .price of his coiHitry's ruin. An alliance wa& 
fioon formed between the King of Lekist», and the 
Danish col^ay of Dublin. Auxiliaries were summon- 
ed from Norway, and the northern islands ; emis- 
.sarins were sent to stimulate the discontented princes 
into rebellion ; and Brian, now in the extremity of 
old age, found himself involved in a contest more 
fearful thaa any he had hitherto experienced. The 
monarch, however, poved himself equal to the emer- 
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gency ; he sammoned to his standard all the 'prtnoes 
^Nho owed him obedi«ice, and collected togetho' his 
hereditary forcesi on whom alone hr saw that im- 

S»licit reliance could be placed. The battle, which 
or the time decided the fiite of Ireland, was feught 
on the plains of Clontar^ now a pretty village near 
Dublin. The engagement commenced on the morn- 
ing of Good Friday, a.d. 1014, a circumstanoe 
w&ch added religious enthusiasm to the patriotie 
seal of the Irish, for the Dan^ had not been as yet 
converted to Christianity. At the very moment that 
battle was joined, Malachi, King of Meath, with- 
drew his forces, leaving Brian with only his own 
provincial army to withstand the overwhelming num- 
bers of the enemy. The soldiers of Munster were 
not, however, disconcerted ; they had with thcto in 
the field every member of the roval house, to which 
they were passionately attached ; ior the King brought 
with him to the battle his five sons, his grandson, 
and his fifteen nephews. The conflict lasted the 
entire day ; but at length the valour of the Irish pre* 
vailed. The traitor Maohnordha, with his chief as- 
sociates, were slain. His followers immediately broke 
their lines and fled ; and the Danes were driven) 
with dreadful slaughter, to their ships and the gates 
of Dublin. But this success was dearly purduised. 
Brian was sbdn, while praying in his tent, by a 
wandering party of the enemy ; his son Murchardi 
with the best and bravest of the Irish nobility. Mi 
in the arms of victory ; and the gallant sept of the 
Dalgais, Brian's own tribe,, was almost annihilated* 
With Brian perished the glory, the tranquillity, and 
the prosperity of his country. Ireland no^ longer 
existed as a nation, but was broken up into a nmn^ 
1)er of independent sovereignties, animated- by the 



civil. WARStXE* IRELAND. 29 

most rancorous mutual hostility. ** There was no 
longer a king in the land. Every man did that 
which was right in his own eyes. " From this pe- 
riod to the Anglo-Norman invasion, the annals of 
Ireland record little more than a series of intestine 
wars begun for some petty object, and concluded 
without any remarkable consequence. A new in- 
vasion of the Danes, under the guidance of Mag- 
iiu3» King of the Isle of Man, is indeed stated to 
have been repelled ; but how deplorable must the 
condition of l^e country have beenj when the Kii^ 
of Man would venture to invade it with the hopes 
of conquest ! Tkb evils produced by this long un- 
varying £cene of civil discoid, predi^osed the Irish 
jHinces to submit to the power of the Norman 
^rinoe*. They fell the necessity of possessing a sove*^ 
rei^ ruler; and they knev^ by bitter experieooe, 
jthat mutual jealousy aod >ancie]il; rivalry wanld ren- 
der ihe govemmeiit of any ivative prince equally, in- 
iNiPure 4aid inefficient. 
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CHAPTER II. 
The Cawet und Occasion of the Anffb-Noman Inrasia^ 

The establishment of the Anglo-Norman dynasty , 
in Ireland, was but a part of that great systenl by 
which the Papal supremacy was enabled to prevarf 
over the national churches of Western Emopft 
Henry came to Ireland as the deputy of the Pope, j 
To establish his spiritual authority was the avowed ob- 
ject of the expedition ; and on the Papal gift alone did 
the Norman monarch rest his claim to* the sove- 
reignty of the country. By a very rare coincidence, 
the zealous Protestant and Catholic writers of liisn 
history have i^eed in suppressing this important 
fact. The former were unwiUmg to acknowledge th^ 
their ascendancy, which they justly identified vm 
English connexion, was derived from the great o^ 
ject of their fear and hatred ; the latter, equally ^ 
tached to their country and their religion, weredw- 
inclined to confess that their spiritual head had de- 
stroyed their national church, and given the don** 
nion over their native land to a stranger, in ordtt: to 
extend his own power. The contest between p 
triotic spirit, and habitual submission to tbc Bcid^ 
pontiff, is evident in some of the writings of the earlJC< 
Irish historians : they zealously contend for thefj^ 
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lod purity of their national church ; but, when they 
labour to identify its doctrines with Romanism, they 
are sorely at a loss to account for the harsh epithets 
given to the Irish clerical establishment by the Popes 
and their authorized advocates. 

The power of the Roman See had acquired addi<» 

tional strength by eveiy revolution caused by the sue* 

Mssive immigrations of the Northern barbarians.. The 

pontiffs deemed the ignorant pagans more hopeful 

subjects for the bold experiment of establishing their 

supremacy than the Christians of Gaul^ Britain and 

Erin, who were . zealously attached to the indepen-* 

deuce of their national (lurches. They therefore uni- 

ibnnly supported the cause of the invaders, concilia* 

ated their leaders by giving them extravagant titles^ 

and presenting them with rich dresses, whose unusual 

splendour attracted their admiration, and gratified 

their vanity. The Franks were encouraged in their 

warfare against the Gauls, the Goths, and the Bur-» 

gundians ; because, after the conversion of Clovis» 

they readily adopted whatever creed his Holiness 

thought fit to dictate ; and the former possessors of 

the country were sentenced to utter ruin because they 

^ere heretics^ or at least schismatics* The Goths 

were accused of Ariamsm ; the Britons were said to 

have adopted the errors of Pelagius ; and paganism 

itself was declared preferable to such abominable he-* 

testes. Many of the bishops in the devoted nations 

aided the machinations of the Roman ponti£Ps ; they 

were eager to become spiritual princes, and to share 

Ui those privileges and immunities which Rome 

elaiiaed for the Episcopal character* Foreign vio-« 

^iu» Was thus aided by domestic treason ; and the 

^«pBk authority was established in France and £ng-» 

^ by the simds of the Fraid^ sod the batt)e-axe4 
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of the Sazbns. But no opportunity of rednoii^ lie* 
Ittid to obedienoe was affoided. The saocesBon of 
Augustine in the see of Canterbury vainly sent em- 
bassies to the island ; their authority was spannoi, 
their threats derided, and th^ were 1^ to vent their 
indigkia^on in sknder and nproadk Bede bas pre- 
scirved a euriooB specimen of the remonstnoioes acU 
dressed to the schismatic Irish by the Bipai legates ; 
it is ^iH of pride and bitterness, as may be seen io 
the following extract : — ** We, d^wities &otti the A- 
postolic See to the Western T^ons, onee feolisUy 
believed in your island's reputation for sanctity ; but 
we now know, and can no longer doubt, that jaamie 
no better than ihe Britons. Of this the jonmey of 
Columbanus into Gaul, and ihat of one Dagammon 
Bito Britian, have fully convinced us ; for, anumgst 
other things, this Dagan»nt>n, passing throng m 
places where we dwelt, has refused not oidy to comd 
and esrt; at our tables, but even to take his moab in 
the same house with us. " 

'The crimes of Columbanus have been mentioBed 
m the preceding diapter ; they were simply aide&t nal, 
sincere piety, and unpretending poverty. He found* 
^ no buhoprif^ he courted no king8» he pnaefaad 
dnly to the pooriuid to the (afflicted, l^ettfing «oailB 
and camps to the F^mJ legates, be spent Im life m 
preaehing tlie gospel to the wood^cuttersand hun- 
ters in the mountains of the Vosges. The diseow^ 
teous induct df Dagammon was not wholly without 
tecuse. The massacre of the British monks at Ban- 
gor by a body of pagan Saxons more than su^ectaol 
of having been employed by the Italian Archbsdiop 
of Canteifauiy, and the bitter pevsecution of the na» 
tive clergy of Wales, disgusted a man who believdi 
in his-dmaplicky that Chnstiaaify was, as it 01;^ to 
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Ik; xs-syMm c£ peae» aad kwe, apd who wb8» besidei^ 
fli^itd tt fiodi to tibe sufleiero. 

The inyasion of the Denes was £itelto the nalioiiF 
■^ ehunb ^Irehmd. The seats of kaming) which 
litti been ever spaied in the disastrous feuds betwe^i 
wiwai priQees^ were but the more tempting objects to 
^bese afvaridous satvagea. The seminaries were dee- 
tmfoi^ the stwdoits scaAteied, and the means of sup- 
port taken away fipom those who laboured to iostruct 
& new race of pastors. Heaee innmnerable abuaea 
9vo8e; the toparchs appointed to the sees persons 
-VKkoUy inadequate to perfonn ^ dudes 3 monast^ 
ms were seized by ambitious laym^a ; and religious 
oidinanees were either entirely neglected, or peKtorm- 
ed with a negligence which degraded them into an 
muneanii^ rituaL The power possessed by the 
Axigio-NSaxon clergy, contr^ted with their own weak* 
liessy natuiaUy excited the emulation of the Irish bi^ 
ahopa. They began to wish for the lofty titles and 
the substantial privileges enjoyed by the prelates of 
the neighbouring island; and as they oleariy saw 
that this object could not be attained without tne aa- 
siatanoe of the Roman ^oe, they determined to make 
the adcDowledgment of the Papal authority the basis 
of their own aggrandisement. It may bcs that some 
weie actuated by better motives. There may have 
been a few who thought that external aid was necea- 
saary to reform the abuses which had been produced 
by centuries of eommotion, and who lodked to Rome> 
indBspi^ably the head of the Western ohurcfaea, as 
the oidy source from whence the means of an effi- 
cient reformation could be derived. The Holy See 
was not slow in availing itself of these favourable 
dispositions, especially as, by its aid, a new dynasty 
faBdL])een juat estaUisbed in Eng^d* moce devoted'* 
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ly attached to the Papal cause than thai of the Sbxoom, 
because the benefits received by die Nonnans "wat 
more important and more recent. 

The conquest of England by the Duke of Kof- 
mandy, was hailed by the descendants of the Danes 
in Ireland as a triumph that prognosticated the revi- 
Tal of their own power and -eminence. Th^ rdin- 
iquished the name of Ostmen for the more important 
title of Normans, and sent ambassadors to con^Eata- 
kte William on his success. They also hrcSkB oS 
4heir connection with the Irish Chiuch, assoting^ 
'with truth, that they had been instructed in Chdb- 
tianity by the Saxons ; and they sent over dieir bi- 
-shop-elect of Dublin to receive ordination from Lan- 
franc, the Norman Archbishop of Canterbury. Hiis 
-was the first step towards submission ; but it was 
not made without resistance ; for a letter is extant 
'from the people of Dublin to Ralph, Archbishop of 
Canteibury, about the year 1121, in which they 
complain of the dishke shown to them by the Irish 
bishops, on account of their having submitted to the 
ecclesiasdcal jurisdiction of a foreigner. The fint 
-Irishman who advocated the Papal supremacy was 
Gillebert, Bishop of Limerick, who accepted iJie of- 
£ce of apostolic legate. He wrote a curious tract, which 
is yet extant, recommending his countrymen to tend^ 
their spiritual allegiance to the common &ther of 
Christendom ; but he urges it as a novel proposal, 
which assuredly he would not have done, i^ as some 
pretend the first preachers of the gospel in Ireland 
had made the authority of the Pope a pnt of their 
system. Gillebert was succeeded as legate by the 
celebrated Maladiy, whose life has been written by 
St Bernard, the pious and learned abbot of ClarsvaL 
Malachy took the decided measure of going to Rome 



CIVIL yfAKS t)F IRBLAND, 35 

^Bolitit paUs, the Roman emblem of investiture, 
£)rlhe metropolitan see of Ardmagh and the new 
archbishopric of CasheL He did not, however, com- 
plete the journey ; he died at Clareval in the arms of 
bis &iend and bio^aphen The court of Rome did 
not allow the £iivourable impressions produced by 
GiUebert and Malachy to remain unimproved. In 
the year 1152, a synod was convened at Kells, over 
which Cardinal Paparo, the apostolic legate, presided, 
^here, &>r the first time, palls were distributed to the 
Irish prelates, and the Papal authority formally ac- 
•knowle^ed. The other enactments, made at the 
same thne, cleiffly diow the motives by which the 
clergy were induced to resign their independence :— - 
tithes never before collected in Ireland ; immunities 
hitherto withheld ; the freedom of their order from 
taxation and civil jurisdiction were granted at this 
syaod ; and thus, the last of the Western national 
churches was united finally to the Roman See. 

The new ecclesiastical establishment was not, how- 
ever^ received universally. Many of the inferior 
clergy, animated by different motives, vigorously con- 
:t0ided for their ancient usages ; and the toparchs 
were opposed to a system, by which their power was 
limited and controlled. Complaints were made in 
.Rome, that the Iri^ clergy still continued to mar- 
ry ; that tithes were paid irregularly ; and that the 
jaative princes usurped the nomination to ecclesiastic 
cal dignities. The Pope saw that some ally was ne^ 
seessary to confirm the supremacy which he had al* 
ready gained ; and the abilities and ambition of Hen« 
ry II. pointed hun out as the most eligible auxiliary. 
In the year 1 155, the negotiations between Henry II. 
land Pope Adrian were concluded. The holy father 
entered into a compact with the enterprising young 
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monarchj, bt which it was stipQlaCed, dkaft ift* losd- 
ship of In^d should; be tvaoBfcrred to Heiixy» pao* 
vided that he would maiataiii liie VdsgiA. 
and the ecclesiaatical ooastittttions^ wlueh had 
established by the sjfiiod of K^« This 
tioiv which was the feuadatioii of the eonneiion 
between Engjead and Ireland^ is a precious 
q£ the hypoeiiay, the hijiistios^ and the mutual 
chery of both parties* Henry, by oo meaoB a 
voted sUtc to ecelesiaatieal powear, sudden^ femd 
his Christian feelii^ woiaded, l^ the a rnrniwlic 
state of the Irish, church ; he theiclbre piopoees to 
invade the island with a ansaioiiary army, not to- «ek« 
tend his ovm dotioinions, but to dnuse thcr bieaaiaga 
ofpurerd^ioftinthatbeMghtedoountry, Adnaa,. 
o& the other hand^ without even aaeota^ to ccmffldir 
the wishes of the inhabitants, transfers to the Nov-^ 
man prince the sovereignty ef an ind^ndent eoun-f 
trv, with as little scruple as if it had beea aa eatabsy 
of which he held the title-deeds^ The gemuneaess 
of Adrian's baU has indeed been sometimes disfnil^ 
ed ; but this is a mStt» of little importance^ The 
fact, that Ireland was literally $M to the Noimaa in* 
vaders by the Pope, k indisputabley and is proved b3r 
a host of documents, which never have been ques^ 
tioned. The bull of Pope Alexander, read at die 
council of Casbel, which, by the way, refeiB to A- 
drian's bull aa an authentic document, ia to the fidl 
as explicit a declaration of the terms of the bargaii^ 
as that whose credit has been impugned. The de» 
daration of the Irish clergy in their synod at Cashd, 
that they recognised Henry's authority, beeause it 
was fbuoded on the infallible decree of Chiwt's vi<- 
car, and the unanimous consent, of all coten^racy 
historians^ native, EiigUsh, and Contineotst that 
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Hildertook the eonqaest of IrelaiM}, by eon- 
of ibe risibie head of the chnrch, in order to 
the rri%ious abases which prevailed in that 
ocmntiy, are sufficient to prove the true cause and 

«f the invasion, it Adrian's bull had never 
Dnrin^ four centuries, the English mo- 
umicIib and the porMament of the pale, unable lo 
nMoniain their supremacy by the sword, constantly 
appealed to these Papd graoits as the sacred souiee 
of dieir power ; and, during the same period, every 
e£Bbrt to restore the Independence of Ireland was 
ptaead under ban and excommunication, as being ft 
reMMon against the deputy of the sacred successors 
to tile patnttony of Samt Peter. After the Refer- 
matioR, when lite Catholics of Ireland divided into 
two ptftie^ which may be o^ed those of the Low 
and Hi^ church, the latter; so &r from denying the 
hctf of Ireland having been ceded to England by 
Papal authority, laboured strenuously to maintain 
the right of the Pope to make such a grant, and to 
resume it when the conditions had been violated. 
The origin of the right of the Holy See to Ireland 
was varioudy stated by diflPerent writers. One found 
out that all islands were included in the magnificent 
donation bestowed on the successors of Saint Peter 
by the Emperor Constantine ; another discovered, in 
the prophecies of Isaiah, a divine right to islands ; 
a third asserted, that some of the Irish Kings, dur* 
ing a pilgrimage to Rome, had resigned the supre- 
macy of their dominions to the Sovereign Pontiff; 
while a whole host contended, that the Irish, in the 
time of Saint Patrick, had, in a sudden burst of na- 
tional gratitude, placed themselves and their country 
at the disposal of their spiritual father. These idle 
legends are now only calculated to produce a snule ; 
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but there was a time when they were potent causes 
of evil ; and many and bitter were the calamities 
which such wicked absiurdities inflicted on the un- 
fortimate island. 

> Continental wars, and the rebellion of his unnatu- 
«d sons, long prevented Henry from av^ling himself 
pf the Papal grant ; but, in the mean time, he en- 
tered into negotiations with some of the Irish pre- 
lates, who were anxious to purchase the pomp, power 
and privilege, possessed by the English and Conti- 
nental bishops, even at the price of their country's 
independence. What might have been the result of 
unaided negotiations is mere matter of conjecture. 
An accidental circumstance hurried them to a rapid 
conclusion, and brought the Normans into Ireland, 
before Henry and his partisans could make any pre- 
vious preparations for the unexpected event* 
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CHAPTER in. 
Stronghow*8 Tnwznon, 

It the worst evils of civil commotion could fonn an 
excuse for transferring the sovereignty of a country 
to a foreign potentate, the Pope and the clergy 
might have found a power^ apology in the state of 
Ir^and during the century that preceded the English 
invasion. The &tal victory at Clontarf so weakened 
the power of the Munster piinces, that the O'Briens 
were unahle to retain their preeminence, and the 
kings of the North and West became the principd 
■candidates for the supreme power. Turlogh O'Con- 
nor, King of Connaught, nominally obtained this 
dignity ; but he was fiercely opposed by O'Lachlan, 
diief of the northern sept of Hy-Nial, aided by 
many other princes of dkter and Leinster. Aftw 
a long and desultory warfieure, the rivals agreed to 
divide the sovereignty between them ; but, hke all 
similar expedients, the peace obtained by this ar- 
rangement was partial and temporary, ana war was 
soon renewed between the partisans of the competi- 
tors. O'Rourke, Prince of Breffny (the present 
county of Leitrim), was a warm supporter of the 
O'Connors; while his neighbour, Dermod Mac- 
Murchadi King of Leinster, was as vigorous a sup- 
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porter of the Hy-Nial dynasty. Their political dif- 
ferences were fiuther heightened by personal causes. 
O'Rourke, &i advanced in years, had married Der- 
vorghal, a princess of Meath, that might have been 
his daughter, and had soon cause to suspect that 
her a£Pections were fixed on the youthful Dermod, 
the fiime of whose beauty and courtesy was spread 
through all the surrounding septs. The war be- 
tween the partisans of O'Connor and O'Lachlan 
was renewed ; Dermod invaded the territories of 
O'Rourke, and carried away Dervorghal a willing 
o^tive into Leinster. The injured prince com- 
plained to 0'C<«nor of the gross wrongs Im had 
recttved ; and the King of Coonaught at once 1» 
vied an army to suf^ort his ally. Dennod^s ten» 
tones were invaded before O'Laehkm ooiild eonae 
to his assistance ; but he purchased peace,, by re- 
storing the kdhr to her husband, and making eom- 
pensation for the ravages his soldiers had tnnantllcd 
ia Bcefihy (a.s. 1154). This events which laoet 
historians assign as ihe immediate cause of the 
Anglo*Nonnan invasion, really occuired sixteen 
years before Dermod was driven into exile, and eoi^ 
sequently before he had any necessity to ask for ^ 
reign assistance. On the death of Turlogh O'Con- 
nor, the undisputed sovereignty of Ireland was- given 
to O'LachUn ; and the partisans of the Hy-Niak 
immediately prepared to extend their dominioiis, anil 
punish their rivals (a.d. 1'156). The fidelity of 
Dermod was richly rewarded ; he was enabled U> e»- 
.teod his sway over many of the neighbouring septs, 
and soon reckoned among his' vassus the Kings of 
Ossory and Meath, the Danish lord of Dublin, aod 
iheiopavdis who ruled in the districts whid) aew 
fonn Uie counties of Wicklow, Carlow» and Wex- 



CIVIL WAB3 OF IRSLAND. 41 

{(Dtd^ , Hhit Prince of Brefiby had reason to dread the 

use which his rival might make of his newly acquined 

power ; hot while Dennod was prepaiiiig utterly to 

destroy the .power of O'Konrke, an unexpected event 

prodpoed a complete revolution in Irish politics; 

O^LAcUan, after concluding a solemn trei^ with 

Dttnleve, Prince of Ukd (the present ooun^ of 

Down), treadieroasly made him captive, snd tore 

OBt his eyes in pnsciu This abominahle perfidy 

roused the northern chieftains into insanecdon ; a 

rapid and general revolt took place ; and at the bat* 

tie of Litterhiin O'Lachlan roily and &e power of 

his ftmily was annihilated (a. d. 1167). Roderick 

O'Connor, the son of Turlogh, ascended the vacant 

thioney apparently without waiting for the fonns of 

ail election, and hnmediatel^ prepared to avenge the 

wrongs which had been inflicted on the partisans of 

his funily. The Prince of Breffiiy mas a vrilling as^ 

ststant to the new numarch ; and the feudatories of 

Dennod, anxious to regain their indepmdence, readi* 

ly promised to &vour his designs. On the advance 

of O'Connw into Leinster, Dennod. found himself 

deserted by all his vassds ; and, unable to make any 

effective resistance, he set fire to Feins, his capital 

dty, and fled with a small train to solicit the aid of 

foreigBcrs. This is the account given by the native 

Irish historiansy.and it bears all the intemal marks 

of truth. The assertion, .that Dennod was drives 

eiot as the rsviaher of Dervor^al, rather than the 

partV" of O'Lachlan, rests solely on the authority 

(tf Giraldus Cambrensis, who, coming into the coun* 

try 88 a stranger long after die transactum, might 

SMily have mistaken a prominent, though incidental 

dsciimskance^ for the. principal caufi^ of the war. 
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especially as it was the occaaon of the ficst act of 
hostility on the part of Turlogh O'Connor. 

Henry's daim to the lordship of Ireland was pio* 
bably the motive that induced Dermod to invoke 
the assistance of that monarch, since no other plan- 
sible reason can be assigned for his not rather seek* 
ing the aid of the Munster princes, who were the 
hereditary rivals of the O'Connors, or daiming aid 
iirom the Kings of France or Scotland, both moie 
intimately connected with Ireland at the period 
(a. d. 1168). When the exiled prince arrived m 
Bristol, he found that Henry was absent in Gui* 
enne ; and thither he immediately proceeded, acoom-* 
panied by his secretary, Maurice Regan. Havii^ 
stated his wrongs to Henry, he made him a tender 
of his allegiance; tffid having perfonned li^ge bo« 
mage, received from the Norman king letters-patentr 
authorizing any of his English subjects that pleased 
to aid in tibe restoration of the dethroned monarch. 
Henry also recommended Dermod to remain ia 
Bristol, until he could himself come personally ta 
his assistance. The quarrel with Thomas->a*Becketp 
and the hostility of the French King, however, de- 
layed the English monarch so long, that Dermod 
was almost reduced to despair. In this extremity^ 
he resolved to avail himself of the King s letter, and 
solicit the assistance of those Norman adventurers 
who had settled in Wales. . 

In the beginning of this century, several of theNor« 
man soldiers, who had not received any share <^ the 
Saxon estates, or who had wasted in dissipation the 
lands acquired by the conquest, obtained horn ^ 
Anglo-Norman kings letters of license to conqHUtr 
(or themselves, dominions in Wales. The aoutbem 
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part of the country was the principal scene of these 
invasions, which were for the most part successful ; 
and the county of Pembroke having been subdued 
by a mixed body, of Normans, Flemings and Eng* 
lish, was so completely dissevered irom the princi- 
pality, that it was usually called Little England be* 
yond Wales. Gilbert, Earl of Pembroke, the chief 
of this little territory, had a son, Richard, Earl of 
Strxgul (now Chepstow), surnamed Strongbow, from 
bis feats of archery. Strongbow was celebrated for 
his yalour and military skill ; but his dissipated ha- 
bits had ruined his fortunes ; and his notorious am- 
bition deprived him of royal favour. To this no- 
bleman, Dermod made application for assistance^ 
promising him, that, if restored by his aid, he would 
give him his daughter Eva in narriage, and secure 
him the inheritance of his kingdom — a promise di- 
rectly at variance with the Insh law, which made 
die suocession to the crown elective, and acknow- 
ledged no right in the female descendants. Strong- 
bow lent a willing ear to these conditions; but, fear- 
ing the jealousy of Henry, refused to sail, untU he 
received his sovereign's special permission. While 
Richard was thus delayed, Dermod succeeded inr en^ 
gaging other adventurers, equally brave and unscru* 
pulous, but not so powerful as Earl Richard. The 
diief of these was Robert Fitz-Stephen, the gover- 
nor of Cardigan, in South Wales. He had been 
thrown into prison by Rice, or Rhees-ap-6riffithy 
one of the Welsh princes, for refusing t6 join in an 
iosunecdon agamst the Norman power ; and he wa9 
now released, on condition of departing with his foU 
low^9 to another country, where they could offer no 
miatanee to the meditated revolt* With him were 
joined Maurice Fitzgerald^ his maternal brother, th^ 
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son of tiie Bishop of St David's, MeiJer Fk^^Weasf, 
Maurice de Prendergast, Hervd of MontmMMy mii 
some other knights of reputation. Having -made 
these ar i a u gements, Dermod prevaturely retuiiaed to 
Ireknd, where he was soon exposed to the wtkOBl im- 
minent danger. On the news^of his arrival, O'Con- 
nor and O'Rourke marched against him with 4faeir 
united forces; and MacMurchad, unable to make 
any effective resistance, retired widi a few adfaoents 
into the festnesses of Hy-Kinsellagh, a wild distikt 
cm the banks of the river. Slaney. At the same time, 
he deqiatched his friend and secretary Maurice into 
Wales, to expedite the auxiliaries who had proa»Bed 
their assistance. The attempts made by the troops 
of Connaught to force the post occupied by Der- 
mod, were repulsed with «ome loss ; and Roderick, 
being at the same time alarmed by the report «xf a 
medkated rev<^ in Munster, entered into anaccom* 
modatioa with the cmfty monarch, and alloived ym 
to retain a portion of his dominions, on oonditioD 
of paying tribute. 

In the .beginning of May, Am d. 1170, the Nori> 
man invadeis for the first time iqipeared on the coast 
of Ireland. They Lmded at a pkce called Bann, on 
the southern coast of the county of Wexferd^ mi 
knmediatelysent messengers to notify their arrival to 
D^inod. This little army consisted only of tlni^ 
knights, sixty heavy-armed soldiers, and three hun* 
dred archers, under the command of Fitz-St^hen, 
and ten knights, and two hundred archeis, headed 
l^ Rendeigast— -forces so apparently inadequate te 
the feats recorded of them, that their acfaievemenb^ 
at first sight, seem like the wild fictions d wommae^ 
But a little examination of the ciieumstaDoee in 
which the Nonnans and Irish were placed, will aeon 
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easfidn tlis jn^arent dimopivtiott between cause 
«Bd effect. Ine iotxaet fiad been military adveil* 
(ijffeEB fer moie than m century. Ha^ng itodepenid* 
enee Ibat their amnds, ^ey had devoted themaeke^ 
froQi infimcy, to the exerdaca of chivalry, and vahied 
no posseaflion bttt their anas and horaei* Their 
crosa-bows acod their disd^ine had decided l3m fiite 
of £fr§^d At the battle of Heatings ; and the wait! 
on tbe Continent had taught them to in&prove thei» 
advantages to the utmost. The Irish, on the oon- 
tnory, had never served out of their owil ooniitiyft 
They had learned none of those improvements in tht 
art of war which made the name of Norman formid- 
aUe thron^ont £ur(^. Their soldiers still naed th^ 
^ht weapons and die dun defences which had sn^ 
ficed for their ancestors ; dieir cavahy was mounted 
on the native breed of horses, cailled hobbies, li^t 
aaad active^ indeed, but not so fenmdable as the 
poweifol war4ioiae of the foreign knighta. It is he 
wonder, then, that the Noimans, locked in complete 
steel, and momited on their biilHant chargers, should 
have easily routed the hal^>naked and badly-mount^ 
ed troops with whom they had to contend. 

T%e first enterptise undertaken by the King of 
Leinater and his aaaoctates, vras- the siege of Wex- 
ford) a Danish town o£ great strength and import* 
asice. An attempt v^as made to cany it by assault, 
in which eighteen of the assailants, and only three 
of the garrison, were slain ; but such Was the im* 
preasion produced by the formidable array of the 
Noimans» that the garrison, at the instigation of the 
elagy) offinred to capitulate; and after a delay of 
three days, piincipaDy caused by the obstinate pride 
of Dermod, the town was surrendered on equitable 
terms. 

VOL. I. c 
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In pursuance of his promises, Dennod bestowed 
the lordship of Wexford and the suirouuding. dis- 
tricts on Fit2-Stephen, conjointly with Fitz^Gerald, 
though the latter had not yet anived ; and he pre- 
sented to Herv6 of Montmarais two districts on the 
coast between Waterford and Wexford. Herve 
planted in these territories, which form the jHeseDt 
baronies of Bargy and Forth, a colony of the Bel- 
gians who had settled in Pembroke ; and their de- 
scendants, even at the present day, continue to be 
distinguished irom the inhabitants of the surround- 
ing districts by their peculiar dialect and customs. 

After these donations, Dermod resolved to tun 
his arms against Donald Mac-Gilla I^adric, {a name 
afterwards anglicized into Fitz-Patrick), the Xing of 
Ossory. Donald had not only deserted Dennod ai 
the commencement of his misfortunes, but had also 
been guilty of the murder of his son in a fit of ma- 
trimonial jealousy. Suspecting that his queen view- 
ed the princely prisoner too &vourably, Donald tore 
out his eyes with his own hands, and the h^less 
youth died in consequence. The war in Ossory 
(part of the modem county of Kilkenny) was more 
formidable than the attack of Wexford. Donald 
stationed his forces in an intrenched camp, whose 
istrength defied the assaults of the Nonnans ; and the 
utmost efforts of valour and skill were unaUe to 
overcome the advantages of his position. In this 
difficulty, Fits- Stephen had recourse to stratagem. 
He ordered his men to feign a retreat ; and when the 
Ossorians rushed from their camp with all the ela- 
tion of imagined victory, the men-at-aims sudden^ ' 
wheeled into line, and presented " a wall of flted,'** 

* TKe forcible expression of an Irish anAalist on a tanalu 
occasiotL 
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nrliieh the half-naked Irish could not penetrate. Sur- 
prised at this sudden check, they wavered ; and the 
[charge of the knights, at this decisive moment, at once 
lecided the &te of the day. Ossory was wasted 
with fire and slword ; hut the victors were terrified 
by the dangerous nature of'the country, and resolved 
to secure their booty by a timely retreat. Donald, 
more irritated than daunted by calamity, seized a dif- 
ficult pass through which the invaders should pass 
on their return, and, but for the precipitancy of his 
foUoi^ers, must have obtained decisive revenge. De- 
ceived by the same stratagem as before, the Ossori- 
atk3 rushed from their intrenchments. A party placed 
in ambush by Dermod suddenly assaulted their rear, 
and the lines of the Normans in their front could not 
be broken. The people of Ossory suffered more 
severely in this than in iAie former engagement. As 
soon as the fate of the battle was decided, the Irish 
of Dermod's party, whose equivocal fidelity seems to 
have been decided by success, made a fierce slaugh- 
ter of their fiying countrymen ; and when the pursuit 
ceased, cut off the heads of the fiillen, and brought 
them' to Dermod as a trophy. It is said that the 
King of Leinster, finding among these ghastly spoils 
the head of one of his most vindent persecutors, in- 
dulged his ferocious revenge by mangling the &ce 
with his teeth ; but the story rests on the imsupport- 
ed testimony of Giraldus Cambrensis, a credulous 
writer, who loses no opportunity of maligning the 
diaracter of the native Irish. 

Dermod, encouraged by his successes, proceeded 
to punifih the defection of the several septs which 
had b#4»i subject to him daring the Hy-Mial dpas- 
ty 9 but, contrary to the advice of his allies, he con- 
tented himself with plundering the country, dnd took 



48 HIBTOftY or THX 

BO measuret to secure his conquests. The deftbdon 
of Maurice de Ptendergast exposed hfin to new astd 
unexpected danger, l&s muitaiy advefrtuxer, be- 
heying that his services ^^re not properly amred- 
ated, went over to the Prince of Ossdry^ and dins 
CnaUed him to act on the ofPensive. But this new 
alliance was of brief durlition* Fkendeigast» after hav« 
ing assisted the Ossorians in an expedition i^niAst the 
O'Mooies of Leix, discovered that Donald's follow- 
ers treacherously meditated the murder of thdr al- 
liee> in order to secure their part of the plundet ; and, 
justly irritated, retomed once mors to Dennod; The 
$nvnl of Maurice Fita-GenJd with a fresh band of 
Normans, made the soperiority of the King of Lein- 
ster so decisive, thai lh^ Ossorian prince c^red terns 
of sdbmisirion, which^ cm the recommendatioA of ihe 
Normans, were reluctantly accepted* 

While the first adventurer were thus employed, 
Strongbow had poceeded in person to King H^liy, 
in order that he might obtnn petmissiott to lead the 
adventurers in Irdand* Hairy) swAyed both fay 
jealou^ and ambition, was equally unwilling to as- 
sent or refuse* He made an equivocal Misweri whidi 
Ae Earl took for a full af^obition, and, retatning to , 
Wales, made extensive preparations finr his expedi- 
tion. Raymond le 6ros» who headed the tai^uard 
of the new armament, was sent With ten knigbts and 
seventy archers to seeure a landrng^pkce for the rest 
of the anny (a. d. 1171.) He arrived about the 
middle of May in the ndble estuary lorAied by the 
confluence of the Nove^ the Sdr, and the Bamw, 
a little below the eity of Walei&r^ and, landing at 
a place called l^ the old historiana Dowadonodl, or 
Dundonol^ immediately erected a fortification o( 
earth and soda to pi$oteeC hi»littlc( «iiny» 
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M^itttibid had been ongmallj a cdonj of the 

Dames or Grtnen^ and was still inhabited by their 

„ descendants. It was governed by two Danish prin* 

\ tea, Reginald and Swarth, and a^^am to haVe en* 

I joyed a qualified ind^ndence. The news of Bay* 

I mend's landing considerably alanned the citisenSy ea» 

[ pecially when they remembered the &te of Wexford 

'I which was now subjected to the Norman Fits-Ste* 

^ phen. Resolving to crush the evil in the hud, they 

sanummed to their assistance some of the neighbour* 

ing septs, and closely blockaded the new fort. Ray* 

mend had, in the meantimey collected a great store of 

cattle from the noghbouring districts^ wfichhe drove 

against the lines c^ the beoegers* Before the Irish 

could recover from their confusion, the Normsne 

charged and obtained a victory, as great as it was 

unexpected. More than a thousand were slain, and 

about seventy taken prisoners. The conquerors did 

not make a generous use of their victory. The 

captives were massacred in cold blood, * by order of 

Raymond, emsged at the loss of his brother^ia* 

ann% De Bevin, who was skin in the battle. 

Henry had, in the mean time, peremptorily com* 
manded Strongbow to desLst from his enterprise. 
But the Earl, trusting that success would atone kn 
his disobedience, set sail, and arrived in the bay of 
Waterford with a force of two hundred knights, and 
about twelve hundred infimtry. The day after his 
landing, Strongbow, by the advice of Raymond, 
advanced to £d attack of Waterford; and, after 



* la iihii iad miq« oAor debiUi, the autih9ritf of Mvak$ 
H^aa (wcretary to King Dermod) has been followed, in pre- 
itrenee to that of Qiraldus Cambrensis. Regaa was an ^e- 
tritaemf and a principal actor in aU these transactions. 
iafiDnDation ol CambraBsia vis dacifedirom hearsaf. 
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having inspected the fortifications^ defeeilBinefl to 
hazard an assault. Twice the> Normans were re* 
pulsed by the garrison ; but one of the capbiina ob- 
serving, at the eastern angle, a cage-work house that 
projected beyond the walls, cut away the props by 
which it was supported ; and the breach caused by 
the &I1 of the house opened an entrance for the as- 
sailants. The resistance of the garrison was pu- 
nished by a merciless sLau^ter, which continued 
until the arrival of Dermod. The king succeasfiiUy 
exerted himself to save the lives of his countrymen ; 
and as soon as the work of murder had ceased, so- 
lemnized the stipulated marriage between Strongfoow 
and his daughter Eva. The nuptials were celebrated 
with such maimed rites as the time allowed; and 
immediately after, the confederates determined to 
march against Dublin, whose inhabitants had thrown | 
off their allegiance to Dermod. | 

The news of these successes at length roused i 
Roderick from his inactivity. He assembled a nu- 
merous army, with which he advanced to Clond^- 
kan, between the invaders and Dublin ; but no sooner 
had his followers seen the formidable array of the 
Normans, than they lost all courage, and dispecsed 
without coming to an engagement. Dermod pur- ' 
sued his march without further interruption ; &>r 
Hesculph M acTurkill, the prince of the Ostmen in 
Dublin, after the retreat of the King of Connaught, 
was unwilling to hazard an engagement. Though 
the number of the. besiegers was less than that of ' 
the garrison, the governor readily offered to capitu- ' 
late ; .but as the terms could not be arranged to the | 
mutual satisfaction of both parties, Strongbow re- 
solved to hazard an assault, which was completely 
successfuL The slaughter was dreadful; for tke,&r 

I 
I 



CIVIL WARS OV IRELAND. 51 

ticeasy dioi^h deserted by the soldiers, made a 
desperate defence. It was of course uosuccesafuL 
Many were slain ; and numbers of those who es- 
caped the sword were drowned in the river. Hes- 
eulph and a great part of the garrison, on the first 
alarm, fied to their ships, and escaped to the He-^ 
brides. The victorious Nonnans next made an in- 
cursion into Meath, where they met with little re- 
sistance. After a brief campaign they returned to 
Dublin, laden with plunder. Roderick, unable or 
unwilling to meet the enemy in the field, sent am- 
bassadors to remonstrate with Dennod ; but, finding 
tliat the King of Leinster, elated by success, paid 
little regard to his requests, he ordered the hostages 
winch had been given to him before the arrival of 
the Nonnans to be instantly beheaded. One of 
these unfortunate victims was Dennod*s natural son. 
The slaughter of him ^d his companions complet- 
ed the ^alienation of MacMurrough from the cause 
of his country ; and at his death, which occurred 
soon after, he bequeathed his dominions to Strong- 
bow, and exhorted him to maintain the possession. 
The death of Dermod was followed by the defec- 
tion of his vassals ; and several other events which 
occurred about the same time were still more unfa^ 
vourable to the Normans. A general council of the 
Irish clergy was held at Armagh. After a long de- 
liberation, they declared that the success of the in- 
vaders was owing to the anger of Heaven, which 
the Irish had provoked by purchasing English slaves 
from the merdiants of Bristol — a city long infiunous 
for this traffic in human flesh. The slaves through- 
out the country were immediately liberated ; and the . 
Irish, believing that the Divine wrath was thus avert- 
ed, felt proportionally elated. In England, Henry, 
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mote jtflous than eTer of Strongbow's 
ed in edict, strictly farlndding the eaqiortiitkm cf 
men, anns or ammuiition, to Ireland. 
- Under these circuoMtanoes, Strongbovr leamed^ 
widi dismay, that a fennidaUe confe d eracy Sot the 
expulsion of the infadera had been formed by Ab 
native Irish, the Danes of the Hdirides, and the 
corsairs in the Isle of Man. Stroogfaow inunadv 
ately sent orders to Fits-Stephen to send part of d» 
gairison of Wexford to assist in the defenoa of Did^ 
Jin. But the people of Wexford no sooner saw lk» 
number of their masters weakened, than they burst 
into insurrection, slew the greater part, and sent 
the rest as prisoners to an isUnd in the bay. Hb^ 
news of this caUonity reached Strcnogbow at the mo- 
ment when his coucac e began to waver on aooount 
of the overwhelming iorce of the enemy* He inms* 
diately sent LiSurenoe O'TooH Archbishop of Dob* 
lin, to prc^ose terms of accommodation to Rodcticfc, 
and offered to acknowledge himsdf his vassaL The 
ArchlHshop is said, by many author^ to have been 
the original insligator of the confedeiaey; but dus 
opinion seems to have little foundatian in truth ; for 
be would scarcely hvve remained voluntarily in a 
nrrison of wfaidi he had planned the destruction. 
Kodeiiok declared, that he woi^ enter into no treaty, 
of which the d^arture of the Norm^Q3 from the 
idand should not be a preliminary ; and, in caae of 
a refosaly threatened to give immediate orders for an 
assault. When these terms were propoeed. in the 
council of the adventurers, Milo de Cogan dedaoed 
his resolution rather to die in battle, than to pmw 
chase uncertain safety by disgnioeful sobniissian. 
These noble sentiments were applauded by the ent 
t^ assembly;, and| befete th^ enthujpasm had 
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time to cool, tbe troops w«re drawn out, fi>r the ap- 
pairady desperate enterprise of assauking die Irish 
cuap. The effect of the surprise was decisive* 
The iMStcgers fled» ahnost without strikdng a blow. 
Bodendc made no effort to rally his troops ; and the 
Noniian% with the loss of only a single man, ob-» 
tained.a complete victory. Tt» Danes returned to 
their Mspn as soon as they learned the event, and, 
departing to the Hebrides^ relieved Strongbow from 
all bis difficulties. The affairs of die souw next en* 
gaged the attention of. the EarL He advanced to 
Wexford, which the inhabitaoots burned, and deserted 
OD. fais: approach ; but while he vnis preparing to 
tdoe a severe vengeance for dieir revest and iove* 
tcnte hostility, Jie was deterred, by their threat of 
massaering Fitz- Stephen and their other prisonan. 
On his march» he escaped imminent danger from an 
aoibuscade prepared by the sept of the O'Ryans al 
Hydrone (in the mod^ county of Carlow). The 
Narmans were assailed- in a narrow pass, where ibeir 
superior discipline availed but little ; and their da* 
Seat would have been inevitable, had not the leader 
of the Irish been slain by an arrow, on which hia 
fiallowers immediately dispersed* 

The Earl next proceeded to Water&rd, where he 
was Tisited by his brother*in-law, O'Brien, Prince of 
Thomond, vdio had married the daughter of Der«> 
mod* An expedition against the King of Ossory 
was plmmed by the two kinsmen, and a powerful 
amy advanced into the territories of this inveterate 
«nemy of their deceased &ther-in-law. Donald was 
anablerto withstand the united* forces, and sent to 
ofier terms of peace. A personal interview was ar« 
■mged^ by the mediation of Maurice de Prender^ 
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gast ; and Donald having received an assorenoe of 
safety, came to the Norman camp. O'Brien and 
Strongbow were inclined to violate their safe-o(Mi- 
duct, and throw the King of Ossoiyinto prison; but 
Maurice de Prendeigast, notwithstanding what he 
had himself suffered from Donald's treachery, openly 
protested against this breach of £ftith, and threatened 
to resist it by force of arms. The Earl yielded to 
this noble remonstrance ; and the Prince of Ossoiy 
was dismissed in safety. Soon after, an expedition 
was undertaken against the O'Bymes of Wicklow, 
who were easily subdued ; but, in the midst of his 
triumphs, Strongbow received an order from Henry, 
so peremptory that he dared not disobey. Intrust- 
ing, therefore, the government to De Cogan, he em- 
barked for England. 

A. D. 1171. — During the Earl's absence, Hes- 
eulph MacTurkill, with a powerful army raised 
among the Norwegians of Man and the Hebrides, 
made a formidable attack on Dublin. Cogan ob- 
tained the assistance of a neighbouring Irish prince 
named Giilemoholmogh, whom he bound by oath 
to slay the Normans if they fled, and to join in the 
pursuit of the Norwegians, should the followers of 
Cogan obtain the victory. A fierce battle was fought 
at the eastern gate of the city, nearly on the ground 
occupied by the modem Dame Street and Cork HilL 
The Normans, under the command of the governor, 
vigorously repulsed every assault ; and Richard Co- 
gan, issuing with a chosen band from the south gate, 
suddenly attacked the Norwegians in the rear, and 
threw them into &tal confusion. ' This was the time 
£oT Giilemoholmogh to perform his promise. He 
accordingly ordered his light troops to pursue the 
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ib^ives; and &e Irish, mindful of their ancient 
liostility to the Danes, sternly refused all quarter. 
'More than two thousand of the enemy were killed ; 
and. the §sw that esca|)ed to the ships only delayed 
their &te; £ot a fierce storm arose, in which the 
greater part of the fleet was dashed to pieces. Mac- 
Turkill was taken prisoner hy Richard Cogan, and 
sentenced to immediate execution — ^the governor pre- 
tending, that, as a pirate, he was excluded from the 
laws of war. Thus ended the last expedition of the 
Danes or Ostmen to Ireland ; and though many of 
their descendants remained in the country, especially 
in the seaports, they are never, after this event, no- 
ticed as a separate people. 

Before venturing into the presence of Henry, 
Strongbow sent his friend Raymond le Gros to con- 
ciliate the irritated monarch ; but Raymond unfor- 
tunately arrived at the time of the murder of the 
unfortunate Becket, when Henry was too deeply 
engaged in averting the consequences of that rash 
and wicked deed, to attend to^ thd affairs of Ire- 
land. By exerting all his ability and ingenuity, 
Henry succeeded in regaining the lavour of the Pa- 
pal court ; and, immediately after his return to Eng- 
land, summoned Strongbow into his presence. 
By the intercession of Herv6 de Monte-marisco 
(now called Mountmorris), the Earl was reconciled 
to his sovereign, and permitted to retain all his 
Irish possessions under the English crown. But, 
notwithstanding the pardon given to Strongbow, 
Henry availed himself of the Irish expedition, as a 
plausible pretext for seizing on all the castles in Pem- 
broke, under pretence that they were justly forfeited, 
by their owners having encouraged an illegal arma- 
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sory, and the Decies. Even O'Rourke of Breffney, 
whose £unily had been so long the most eminent 
partisans of the O'Connor dynasty, came to meet 
the English monarch on his march to Dublin, and 
humbly tendered his allegiance. On his arrival in 
Wexford, Henry allowed himself to be persuaded to 
pronounce the pardon of Fitz- Stephen. The gallant 
adventurer was permitted to retain the lands which 
he had received from MacMurchad ; but the town 
of Wexford was declared a royal garrison and an 
inalienable possession of the crown. While the 
most extensive preparations were making to celebrate 
the festivities oi Christmas in Dublin, on a scale of 
magnificence to which the Irish toparchs were hi- 
therto unaccustomed, Hugh de Lacy and WiHiam 
Fitz-Adelm de Buigo were sent against Roderick 
O'Connor, who, with the haughty chief of the Hy- 
Nials, still disdained all terms of submission. The 
inclemency of the season, and the difficulties of the 
country, rendered this expedition ineffectual, and 
the army returned to Dublin. In a temporary struc- 
ture, erected outside the gates of the city, the Irish 
princes who had submitted were splendidly feasted 
by their new sovereign ; and, for from regretting the 
loss of their independence, they congratulated them- 
selves on becoming the subjects of a monarch so 
powerfril as Henry Fitz-Empress, for by this name 
the native historians invariably designate the Norman 
monarch, in order to gratify their national pride, and 
excuse their subjection by the great nobility of their 
master. To frilfil the conditions of the Papal grant, 
and to provide for the future administration of the 
country, Henry summoned a synod of the Irish 
princes and prelates at Cashel, under the presidehcy 
of Christian, Birfiop of Lismore, the legate of 'ttc 
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Hply See. Ta this council came the Archhishops 
of Dublin, Tuam, and Cashel ; the Bishops of the 
different sees in the South and East ; a few of the 
English clergy ; the most powerful tc^archs of Mun- 
ster and Leinster ; and all the Norman barons who 
had obtained^ or h<^ed to obtain, grants of Irish 
estates. The bull of Pope Adrian, and its con- 
firmation by Alexander, were read in the assem- 
bly ; the sovereignty of Ireland granted to Henry 
by acclamation ; and several regulations made for in- 
creasing the power and privileges of the clergy, and 
assimilating the discipline of the Irish church to 
that which the Romish See had established in west- 
em Europe. Gelasius, Archbishop of Ardmagh, 
did not attend the synod, but excused himself on 
account of his age and infirmities ; but he subse- 
quently came to Dublin, and publicly gave his full 
assent to all the proceedings. The rest of the win- 
ter was spent in preparations for extending and se- 
ciuing the conquests ; but, unfortunately, before 
Henry could put the wise plans which he meditated 
into execution, he was suddenly summoned to Eng- 
land by the alarming intelligence of the rebellion of 
his ungrateful sons, and of the arrival of two Papal 
legates, to inquire into the circumstances of Becket's 
murder. Sensible of his danger, the monarch sailed 
from Wexford on the feast of Easter, 1173, " leav- 
ing behind him, '* as Sir John Davis remarks, ** not 
one more true subject than he had found on his first 
anival. " The government of. Ireland; was intrusted 
to Hugh de Lacy, with Robert Fitz-Stephen and 
Maurice Fitz-Gerald as his assistants. The celebrated 
John de Cpurcy, the tales of whose prowess are so 
wild and romantic, was encouraged to undertake the 
congest of Ulster, by a grant of all the land whid» 
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he could wrest fix)m the native possefitors; and the 
entire county of Meath was given to Hugh de X^uy* 
The premature departure of Henry was the primaty 
cai^ of all the evils under vrhidi Ireboid laboured 
for centuries. Had he completed the sobjugation 
of l^e country, he would naturally have eBtabhshed 
a uniform mtem of kw and government ; he wodd 
have made his followers, and the native inliabitants, 
bear the common name of lellow^subjecta. Unfor- 
tunatdy, after his departure, the exteneioii of the 
Anglo-Norman power was intrasted to private Ad^ 
venturers, whose rewards were the spoils of die Vtti- 
quished. When spoliation was thus legaiiaed, if is 
not surprising that many Norman leaders were un* 
fiorupulous in the selection of their victims, and 
seised the lands of those who were in the King's 
peace, as eageity as the estates of those who atifi 
uisdained submission. Indeed, die septs which had 
been foremost in aeknowle^ng the Norman 8o?e» 
reignty, were the grei^est sufferers. The adven«- 
turetB seized their lands on any pret^oe, or on no 
pretence. The provinoial governors were l^rMied by 
a shtfe of the spoil to refose redress ; and'an tt>-> 
peal to the sovereign was diiBcult on aecount of the 
distance, and not likely to Gueceed> when the crime 
was supposed faTourable to the royal interests. Tlie 
settlement al Ihe synod of Ca^l was inanifostiy 
misunderstood by all the parties concerned. The 
elergy believed that Henry assumed the title of IxHEd 
Paramount only as deputy to the Pope. The to- 
pafohs supposed) thiA, oy their tender of aU^gianoe, 
thl6y My ooBceded the precarious sovcroignty whidi 
had been enjoyed by the native princes ; and H^ry 
imagined thiit he htA secured the possession of the 
i^d, tihottgh his power roafiy ^tended not btyobd 
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^e plAGCs aetiia% Colonized- by -the Nonnaas. Hie 
distinction -between the new setUers and, the natives 
was preserved more forciUy by the continuance of 
the Brehon law^ and the old customs of tenure and 
descmit. The English laws were graofted only to 
the Norman settlers, to the eitoeiis of the principal 
seaports, and to a isw who obtained charters of deni- 
zation as a nutt^ of fiivour. Five principal septs, 
the O'Neills of Ulster, the O'Connors of Con-< 
naught, the O'Briens of Thompnd, the O'Lachlans 
or Mdachlans of Meath, and the >MacMurroghs, 
called also Kavenaghs, of Leinster, wore received 
within the pale of English law; but all the rest 
were esteemed aliens or enemies, and could neither^ 
sue nor be sued, even down to the reign of Eliza- 
beth. This, in fact, amounted to a total denial' of 
justice for any wrongs inflicted on the natives.*- 

* One instance may be quoted as an example. It occwv 
among the rolls of pleas* 28. Edward III. 

" Simon Neal complains of William Newlagh, that he, with 
force and anns, on the Monday after the feast of Saint Mar- 
garety at -Clondaikin, in the county of Dublin, broke the said 
SimfHik's dose and his herbage with oxen, calves and sheep, 
consumed and trampled, contrary to the peace, &c. ; whence 
he says, that he is damaged to the amount of twenty shillings 
and thereof, &c. • 

** And the aforesaid WilKam comes now and says, that the 
aforesaid. Simon is oh Irishman, and not of the five Hoods ; 
lad asks judgment if he be held to answer him. 

" And the aforesaid Simon says, that he is one of tht jwe 
liloodSf to wit, of the O'Neales of Ulster, who, by ti^ conces- 
sion of ^ progenitors, of our lord the king, ought to et^oy and 
M«e tA« UbiTties ofJEngland, and be deemed as freemen; and 
this he offers to verify, ,&c. 

** And the aforesaid William says, tliat Simon is an Irish- 
nan^ and not of the 0*Neales of Ulster, nor of the five ^ 
^>hodfi ; and ihereupoxi issue is joined, &c. Wherefore let a : 
^7» &^ . . 

VOL. I. D 



llif old loBa fmitdii iii]|nbdb»i mMeQi'i£:4eiii||r 
lili^liiiMide forvaiioiia wI».qC weimm.tp'vkMt 
ibe dBfeodwito pk«d,^ tbut ^^ due plmtiff it «» IHiib* 
miin, aodnol of dit fiv^ bloods,." a mpnuwu Aidiy 
]{ vefified» wvt «lwiya liiild aofiaent,. Wtii» «ir 
£«gIidiMtdet im dttk^ Ibe i»i«dir«r ww <mcf|i«d 
a^ooidingto Eii^lilaiw; blitAe d«itkof aMitive^ 
^pug compmiiitf d by au «isjc» according t« die Bie^ 
hm code. Sucb act kicongfwty aimed ao t^mj. 
(^aaooa of eacm to ll« vowedUy «ad opemd «o 
ilieiiy fteiUtiM for aiipiiraB^ «lial,w««Mfilwoii^ 
clnr allhe oMo^ition lAick all {hne far tile Mto^ 
Miabmcnt of a uniform ajmleiaotkwKeaeiivd.&oBi. 
tlM adiqentOKiii and Htm descaftdaiils. . 
. The]n<x)m^eUne8acifihe«mqiM0lIiiod«eedaQD^ 
4ier «vil of e?tfi greater nagmkude^. idiaee oSaQta^ 
aie «ol wholly offiiced al dw pieaonit day* We^have 
seen that hwid was held, at the pleasure of the tp- 
parchy that all hi^ jEbUqiren vere.teDeats at wiii^' wha 
nughtbediapoBseased^at a nioiaeiit'i waauoe* The 
possession of similar power was ardend]^ desired by 
t{ie Nprman baronsi,. With shcxrt-fiighted pelicyA they 
preferred a horde. of miseraUeserfe to a.b^y oC sub- 
stantial yeoflnanry ; and they aaciiiiced rqadfly thtff 
true interests, and the interests c^ both couotm^ to 
sepure this object of their unworthy a<nbitiQ»« A 
auQiIar fo% seems ta.have seized OQ«Ae saeooeeive 

** Whicli jorois say i^xni, tskeir oBlih, ^Mit- the aSamuSd 
SaaoB 18 <tf the 0*Neale» of Ubier, and » ef ihe Ave blcmbp 
%1uck, by the ooBoeBUon of tiie progeniten of ovr lard thft 
kiag, Qug^t to enjoy and oee the libcrtiea of Bof^an^ aad be 
deemed as freenen ; and they bmcm ihe damagea. aft'tcn peno^ 
Therefiire itia eonsidered^ tiiat the aforeaayl Simon should le- 
Qov^r againalthe afbresud IK^Uiam the daipagea aforesaid, andt 
that the a|iafpBai4 ^Wavtihoiild be CMuoit^ t^ ju], one 
till *•&<:. 



civil; wjibs ov iasland* OS 

d^teiidMit h«fe widded tht dMlmiaB of Im- 
kuidb Wotbmjr was dewtd ao finmidtbfe a> aa j»d»» 
peMeiil tttianby ; lift poeseMOB mom dennbk t^^ 
an « tm i nocjml witb befogs ivfao ivae sfanresin all 
bttt-^fte iiaoML • Heooa^ fct many oentoiiei^ the vdb* 
a^ don of aobatBntial fivmos was oMeiiy i»« 
knoi«ni in bdand— 4MDee thm nomber of snah is evmi 
OtowittconflMJeiafailo and faenoe die gseat maaaalmqpt 
ready Ibr insonaetsooy what sonmoned l^ popukr 
kadetaofby their own pasaoBo; neo posaeswig^ no 
q^potkywift their laadiordfl^ Hur nei«i did commn!* 
wty of lU&ag exist between aaastar a&d skse; wtm 
^hsmug Bdluiig to lose in agrarian tumnlty and oracj 
diii^ to hope ftom the proflpect of levohikiom The 
Normal ohgaiefaff ^if such a woid may be oaedjl 
wtne bad masters and worse adbjects. The mooaBoha 
ooon feimd the d^geaeiate English who had adopt* 
odlriBh cttstonas more obstinate and more- faraudablo 
enemies dian the natives* In the language of the oU 
histortansy *^ they mete more irsdi tluin the Ikiah 
themseWee ;" and, firom their first settlementi. theur 
prine^ud obfeet and that of thek socoessoas W8S» to 
etetiol, and if possible prevent, the wfaelasome in* 
ioenoe of die British gavemment^ in order to maiei* 
tain dieir own monopoly of oppression^ ' Had Henry 
aemained a si;^ii»eBl time to complete hia prudent 
^aae^ he ipsght veelly haw estahhshad 9» En^ish 
mterest iii Irdand ; b^ he only left, bdund. him an 
oiigarcfay, whicfa^ l^e all other ofigarebka in a comip 
tiy poiisessing the semblance of freedom^ waa ever 
jeabua of the aow^reign, and odiona to the people. 

Scarce^ had Henry departed, when new eommo* 
tions proved how insecure was the setdement which 
he had e&cted. Strongbow was obHged to send sn. 
«fmy to qoUeet ih» pnmaad; tdbot^, firom the. tor* 
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porcfas in OfaUy. On his return, bis forces were ^rod«i 
denly attacked in' a defile, and Robert de Quincy,. 
his 8on*in->law and standard-bearer, slain. The. giant 
of M^h to Lacy occasioned more important tumuUis.. 
Some of the toparchs,but especially O'Ruark of Breff- 
ney, had been received into the King's peace, and con- 
firmed in their possessions ; but .they justly dreaded^ 
that the formidable castles whuji Lacy was erecting 
anid garrisoning, would prove too powerful for roys^ 
giants and Wal claims. It was proposed that Q'- 
Buark and Lacy, should arrange their respective 
boundaries in an amicable conference oh the JiiU of 
Tan^ ; and thither both repaired vrith trusty bands 
of their adherents. . Both parties are accused of 
treachery, and very probably both, were equally guilty. 
The conference terminated in a furious engagement. 
X^acy was with difficulty rescued by Fitz-Gerald ; but 
O'Ruaik was slain on the spot with a great number 
of his followers. Similar incidents alienated the af- 
fection of the princes who had submitted to the .Nor« 
man dynasty. They found that the sovereign was un« 
willing or unable to afford them protection against 
the avaricious adventurers ; and they resolved. to take 
advantage of the difficulties in which. Henry was 
placed, and make one bold e£Port for independence. 
The rebellion of Henry's unnatural chfldren was 
supported by his inveterate enemy the King of France, 
and by many of the diminished native tribes that 
inhabited the north-western shores of GauL His 
queen and several of the English nobles had joined 
the infiunous confederacy, and there seemed no. means 
by which his ruin could be averted. But the abili- 
ties of Henry rose superior to danger. He took into 
his pay a laige body of those military adventurers 
called Braban^ons, who wandered through .Eiujape 
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in seaFdh lof an enipIoyerK He summoned his adher 
rents from every part of his dominions; and he used 
all > 1^ diplomatic arts, of which he was ' a con- 
sunamate masteri to sow discord between the mem* 
bers ' of the alliance formed i^ainst him. The alacri* 
ty with which Strongbow hastened in this con- 
juncture to bring assistance to his sovereign, effaced 
the jealousy i^iich had been previously entertained 
o£ his designs. He was sent back to Ireland with 
the a!Oth(»ity of LcMd-deputy^ and, with what he 
deemed of equal importimee, permission to avail 
himself of Raymond's abilities in any enterprise that 
appeared advisable. Immediately after his arrival, 
Strongbow took care to remove those leaders whose 
ambition would probably have induced them to re^ 
sist Ins authority. Lacy, Cogan, Fitz-St^hen and 
Fitz-Gerald, w&pe ordered into England to assist the 
King of England in his war against the Scots ; and 
the "danger of their jealousy being thus removed) 
Raymond was ordered to lead the English army into 
the territories of the revolted princes. This expe* 
dition was equally successful and profitable. Ray* 
mond laid waste the dis^ct* of O&lly, and extended 
his ravages into the south of- Munster. He led his 
astrnji laden with plunder, to Lismore, and resolved 
to send the booty thence to Waterford for greater 
security. The Rrince ci Desmond and the people 
of Cork, having heard of the rich stores about to be 
transmitted to Wateilbrd, fitted out a fleet, support- 
ed by an army, to intercept them on their passage ; 
but on the same day they were defeated both by 
land and sea, and Raymond entered Waterford in 
att the pomp of military triumph. , . 

These victories made Raymond a great mvounte 
frith'the soldiers; and his readiness to wink at their 
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eKoesseSy flecored hkn their dfiMtimis. "Re^Fnp^ 
Ais povmr, and «lated ^ a o ce ew, he nowtfittnd 
to ask forlhe hand of Baaiha» 8liKMi^bow''««talMy and 
the offiee of «taiidArd-beai«r«f li^itfier. Iiiktiid « 
the pereniptoiy tthatl of 4both Us deiaaMh^ ^Ra^ 
nohd Tetumied to Wides, and itte cmaamad df ths 
army was giv«ii to Hcrr^ of ModiitMiaraiar a vnaii «f 
inieriof abilities^ and gi<oi0lji (iuliked ler die aevuiJii 
of his diseipline. Eimilou^ of rivalliMg ftarfaHKid'i 
fime^' Her¥6 perMutded Slfoiigbow 'to HReni^it tot 
aabjiigation d Mun6ter. T^ antiy adtaabad te 
Cadsel wkhout enoomrtm^ any ^fiposkioii^ hot 
«i audliflry fei«e of OfltiMB from Dtthiai ^M»>aai^ 
vnM hy O'Biien near Himles, and eitt to nteeei. 
The newt of this cakunity showed Stnmgbow ttie ae^ 
«eisity cf immediate letieat. He retned witb gRM 
piecroitation to Wateriord; and tSb» Iriflh> na^Bify* 
in^ ttiis slight advantage into a deeisive wtovy, ^ 
dared ihat diey would net«r make peaee mntii thej 
had expelled die invaders. Hie new conMenMy 
was joined by the Kavenaghs,- und dbe ether pimi- 
pal septs which had hitheito im^ppodad the NonaatiS 
in an their efforts; a &et Mm wfaiflk it nuf MAf 
be presumed, that gratitude to their alHes w«8 «ft 
litlle a virtue of llie invaders as meioy to die 'van^ 
mushed; and Roderick O'Connor was indwsed ie 
pace himself at the head of a oonfederaoy iMA 
aeemed to enjoy die fidrest prospeets of sncoeet. 

In this diffiooky, Stron^w famd hiiwielf ftfoed 
to have recourse to Raymond ie Grosi and sentM»»> 
lengers to e(^idl die return of thift vdiant leader. 
Ra^ond readily acceded lo die reqttesti He •eoi^ 
iected a new band of adventmem; and, cnMsing dft 
tea, arrived in Wateifi»d when die mhMtattl» wdn 
OH die poiiit (^attempdng a geDend miaeittninidi^ 
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^jfenwni^ The aupdab of fisytncmd akid Bma^ 
wcasLoelelimtedvt Wodbnl; and oh ^ folloidiig 
ftiwcww^i tiie bridegroom prooeeded to check the 
«d«aMM».<if 0'Ck»nor'e amy, which now threatened 
aR ateok «n Dabiiik But the Iinh.Hraiiandi me 
mamhim talnng hie tunultmnn fiarccs to an engager 
owai. Eager to eedure the pUinder ^ey had ob- 
edaaed in Meadi, the idueftaina inauted on mturtiifig 
lioniBt no^ omid dwy he {wnuaded to make a stand 
erfaea BajfBUi&d oaeitook their lear^ aaid slaughlereijL 
aeTtadcompaiiiaaafaBOst without resiBtaaoB4 Hsv^ 
ing JBBfaMi the caatlea which had bee& deatro^fid a 
JMbMdi*:IUiyai0adweictledhi8 anny into Mnnslefc^ 
la'pmiah O'Briett, i^inoe of TSimnoad* He wee 
■altended by his usual good fcftune* The Iriah troops 
ewaywto et e ied at his appibaich. limeridc was 
aakea wMi liltk hm^ and its {dander eniiched the 
victorioiis.anay. . 

Thaa km dcte eioni^oed Boderiok O^Cannoe^ 
who aecna to have desponded ^m the tery begin* 
mgr /^hat nothing Init timely ndmiisswa eoold save 
hiflar.fpoQi iaapending niin ; but, diadairting to nego* 
tiate with Standbolv, he aent ambaasadors to S^ag 
fiomy, then in EnghBuL A treaty waa (xmeludei 
Oa «qililabfe ooilditioBS> yMA, like most Itealaes of 
the tjnie^ waa observed no longer than aerred the 
piiqposes ^ ihn stronger paM« Rodeii^ ni^s oon« 
nrmedi'ia the pooteasion of his hereditary domi« 
mon% and peinutted to letab ihe eaapty title df 
Kimr of irehmdi 

^ &«!«; {««r«talfa«s q«>«<l, w« thre^ 
eQ#d;»rith speedy eitkiotioli by the jealous aaspicionB 
'Sl, HcBiy^ He knt a greedy esr to the tales which 
Jiavvft told o£ Raymond'a ambition ; and seat over 
fbnsuDomniasionerSy two of whom were charged to 
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conduct Rayinond into En^and, aad tbe 
reeled to iiiTestigate die prooeediiigs of Stroo^bom. 
The commissioneTS were received with ail the vikpect 
due to their station. Raymond professed lu&fiadi- 
ness to obey ; but^ while his departure was delayed 
hy contrary wrnds, news amved that O^Btien of 
•Thomond had again renewed the war, and had al- 
ready so vigorously pressed ^e siege of LimeridEy 
that the garrison^ unless instantly rdieved, must ca- 
jpitulate. The army, zealously attached to Rayatraody 
and conscious of its own importance, refused to 
jniarch unless headed by the fiatvourite general;, and 
the commissioners wm. £:>rced to yield a rdilctant 
assent to & requisition which confirmed all ^tr sus- 
picions. 

The expedition into Thomond was completely 
successfuL O'Brien s army wa^ routed near Cadbd, 
notwithstanding the advantages of superior numbei^ 
and a formidable position ; the si^ of Lomexick was 
raised ; and Munster was filled with terror and dis- 
may, by the rapid career of the victorious army. A 
dvil war in Desmond, originating from that pregmmt 
source of convulsions, the law oi Tanistry, afforded 
Raymond a pretext for advancing intd that country. 
Mac Arthy, Prince of Desmond, had been dethroned 
by his son Cormac, who feared that the succession 
would devolve on some other individual. The exiled 
toparch, having sworn allegiuice to Henry> . doamed 
the assistance of the English gmeral, and promised 
a munificent reward if his restoration could be effect- 
ed. Rajnnond eageriy embraced the o£fer. He ad* 
vanced into Desmond, and, by the mere terror of ki^ 
arms, c(»npelled the inhabitants, to submit to l^eir 
rightful sovereign. He was rewarded b]r the gift of 
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■indiSBUe lands in Kerry, which he retained aod 
taaamatteA. to his posterity* i 

Ib the midst of his triumphs^ Raymond was a- 
JaiBied by the receipt of a mysterious letter from his 
-wife Baoiia.' It stated^that her great tooth, which had 
adiedrso long,: was at last &Uen out, and entreated 
.him. to return with all speed to Dublin, This enigr 
mafeieal announcement of Strongbow's death justly 
akaned Raymond. He knew that the Irish, notwith* 
frtaadii^ their pretended submissions, really abhorred 
the invadei^ and he dreaded their, seizing this op- 
portoiiity to join in a general revolt, and overwhelm 
the English army in detail. . In this juncture, he ad- 
opted ^ ,wise plan of concentrating all his forces 
on the eastern coast, where assistance might easily be 
received from England. Withdrawing, therefore, the 
garrkon from Limerick, he gave up the possession of 
the city to O'Brien, preten<&g to confide in his la- 
vish, promiseis of fidelity, and hi» solemn oaths of al- 
k^ianoe. The garrison, however, had scarcely pass- 
ed over the bridge, when they had the mortification 
to see it broken down behind them ; and at the same 
time^ the fiames. that arose from the devoted city, 
showed how little oaths and promises could bind the 
perfidious Prince of Thomond. 
. The obsequies of Strongbow were performed in 
Ddbthn with great magQificence.r He left behind him 
no noale heir, which the superstitious chroniclers at- 
tribute to the sacrileges which he had committed or 
authorized. His. character is drawn in very different 
colours by the historians of the English and Irish 
parties. Erom both it appears that he possessed, in 
no ordinary degree, the military skill, romantic dar- 
ing, and h^h dbivahous valour, thi^ usually belonged 
to the Norman adventurers ; but that his military vir- 
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UMB w«ft tnUied b^ the ennltjs mpicky^ anal i«b 
lessness of the misery itifliefiad on the ^mufoaiudt 
idii^ the Nonhem tiftte itid their deecmdaniB ex^ 
bibiied in all their ootiqueeta. 

Beymdnd wee ehoeen chief j^oMRior bf l3i»DoaB» 
$A until the King^e pleaette eovid be knoim^ but 
Himry, yielding to juk>«y, apposMed as his dri^mtfv 
William Fitz- Anddm de Burgo, anobkawnaUaedto 
him by blood. The new gDVwtior was aee tM B yi iBd 
imo IMand by a gaOani tiidn of kni^Ats, flsniA^riii^^ 

Fha^JScephen de Cogan, and Pita^Waher, the anoei^ 
Mr of the Orraond lai^, "ifeie meet emmpammtk 
Another^ and emttUy important deputy ariivcd at 
ti^ saaae ^e* Vtnaay the Papal legate^ caitie vm 
with a bvA eonfitming Ae pravioos giante^ and ifai 
anended b? Wdlingford) an Engtiih ecdesiafleiiH vfao 
WM to aaewt him in refermtng, that ii, endnnng the 
Iftth cfauKch (a« fK 1177.) WUle Pitx^Andeitt 
made ftn 4Mteiitatioi]» ptogiess elotig dM eoatt^ iw 
apecling the foitifioalione which had been lat^«raBt4 
ed, Vivian convened an anembly of the tAetgy^^ 
Watttford, In wiiieh the Bipal bull was read and ia» 
eeiW) and the eeveveet treats <if ^ttitoid vengeanit 
denounced agdnst those who should itapeachths 
grant made by the sueoeasorof St Peter. 

The state of Ireland dnring the admuBdatraiion of 
f{ts-Andelm» was the most misetable tfaatosnhi 
ootioenred. The original invaders looked on the sti^ 
lendants of the LortUdeputy with stttpadfon; and die 
new eomers ea^rly coveted ^ broad kmds whiflh 
had rewarded &e valonr of the &8t adteammna 
The sons of Macuiee Fiti^gi^Mld were conqidkd is 
exchange their Umds, whidili^inmseotte ]iiMof ti» 
aooMxy^ for others more e^cposed to the memeieoi 
c€ the Irish.^ Raymond U Gtosi and Robert Eit8« 
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8tai|ptn% meTBwiKKd'tb anuulu oonipiMRse; iMltfae 
dangMout-fediiigof inaeBuiilj^ fCMiuii* 

<nniwiT!y JiftadL De Coum^v tridi &» iM(iitt-i^^ 
«IBS, Acmoric St Laurence inmided 'Ulstor Oft Ills 
.^mat aeeomt, and eon^poed ^pdaeSpalk^of Blad 
)(Ab cotntjrof Dom). BdttheJbMiyoaidiilyttnoi^ 
l;f sabmit to wmh iqpoliatin, but iwiinAcid a UN«r 
^■ad Mfirtittg^ liioagh iinw^rioawfidanrfog, yjart d» 

CkiniMPQ^it^ ^y Ae son of Rodfindc O'Comiory fdib 
wuludtodclittoneliisfittbaBi HeMendtiieeointry 
mtk ^-ptnmtM amy; bvttbe liisklMBWMl tbeir pio« 
visibiis «Bd desttoyed theutBttfe^ invtdar todcpitl^ 
tiKtreBeniai of 8ulMnteiica» Oiottcnd aond T1m>- 
tticaad-«e» nuieiably devastated bjerrfl waia b etwwn 
mwltAAt&Bom and ambkioosdaanantt fertheoffioa 
«f Tanst; and the tviiofe coutttxy waa kid ^fraate ki 
tfaeoe unnattmal and bloody 'qaaaJB]& All tfaot had 
kitbefto been eegaided aa aimd, waa diaregaidad ; 
tiiie «ibtnches a&rded ate tbdha^ the ttoMsteiMB 
yieidad no pFotdodon, die Monnaa aoldxeia patid no 
fcvmnce to die sanotuade^ and the izkhbnmed 
^^Mm dopim iffaen they famd that they wtn no fengcr 
a 6aft lefiige. Treaoiery and aaMBeination were of 
such ofdmaary oecorreDcef fbeA they ceamd to be i»- 
gairded aa enndaaL The Taniat of the JH^Mial 
^piaa mutdered by a m$l lord ; the mardeitry in hk 
laniy ieil by a eunihr crime $ aad the partiaans of both 
hntohcred^Kh otheriftthottt awroy, atming which 
aoMidhiMnft oftbemater amomitofinMn^ Ihe 
kroifldaet feoorda of the tiaiey detail nottuag bat aif- 
adlarenonmtiBs; and jheit aoeounts iroold kadus 
lo belMffe* that dnrine *l«y oahnniioiis "Denod* all 
antMUttta of leligion and hw waca bwtthed faan 
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Iielmcl,' snd bs'iuitm and new infaatntsnts-e^pii^ 
•subjected to the iynmny of iheii own brotalpisskms. 
> . Repeated com^aints at length dzreeted Heiiiy'« 
attention' to the dangers of Fitz-And^m's nnsgo- 
veniment. He was recalled^ and Hugh de I^ey 
-appointed in his stead. At the same time, Heniy 
-eonfened the lozdship of Ireland on his ikvoniite 
tson John. We are not told whether this was con-* 
^adered a violation of the kte treaty with Roderick-; 
bat certainly the rights of the Irish monardi were 
disregarded in the transaction, for the grant to John 
-contains precisely the same stipulations and resenm- 
tioQs whidi had been made with Roderick. _ Wtlh 
•an equal disregard of the terms on whichthe Irish 
princes had given their allegiance, the kingdom of 
.Cork was granted to Milo de Cogan and Robert 
Fitz-Stephen* with the reservation of the city to the 
crown. The territory of Waterford, with a similjff 
reservation, was given to Robert de la Poer ; a great 
part of Connaugfat to WilHam Fits-Andelm ; and 
the territory of Limerick, to Herbert Fits^Herbert. 
The prudence of the adventurers prevented the evils 
which these unprincipled cessions were likdy to pro- 
duce. They entered into n^tiations with the 
natives ; and, having obtained possession of some 
.'districts, they left the rest to the original inhabi- 
tants. Herbert, indeed, resigned the grant made 
to. him. He was already sufficiently wealthy, and 
too indolent to engage in any new adventure* ^ It 
was therefore : transferred . to Hiilip de sBraoea, who 
•was as little inclined to brave difficulties or dai^eis. 
When Braosa advanced to take possession of bi$ 
ne^ estate, the Irish set fire to Limerick; BfiA 
iBf909^ affrighted by this act of desperation^ iled 
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precipitetely :with his followere to Cork. Norcould^ 
aay persuasion induce them to jenew .their efforts. 
. H«igh de Lacy's administration was equally vigor«- 
ous and prudent. He dealt out imjM»tial . justice 
without any distinction of Irish .or Normans. : Her 
restrained die rapacity of the latter^ and ^ndeaTOur- 
ed to conciliate the affections of the . former. Hmh 
marriage with the dau^tec of Roderidc O'Connor 
seempd^ in the eyes of the Irish, to giYe him a danir 
to Meath more legitimate than that conferred hy the 
giants of Henry ; and no opposition was made to 
his eiSBCting castles and forts for the security of that 
port ,pf the CQuntiy. Jealousy of the power or po« 
pularity of his suhjects was Henry's hesetting sin^ 
The accounts he received of Lacy's administration, 
his prudence, his skill, and his tried valour, induced 
the monarch to suspect thai he meditated throwing 
off his allegiance, and becoming an independent 
SQvereign. The deputy was. recalled, and three Lords 
Justices f^point^d; but the readiness with which 
Lacy resigned his power lightened, if it did not 
efface, Henry's suspicions ; and the incapacity of hiiS 
successors leading to a renewal of former evils, the 
King was obliged to restore Lacy to his government 
in less than three months. The King, it is said, at 
Lacy*s request, sent Robert of Shrewsbury to Irer 
lancC with the Lord-deputy, nominally as his domes- 
tic duqplain, but really as a spy on his conduct. 
The Inah clergy had sacrificed the independence of 
their coun^ to their avarice and ambition ; - but they 
found, themselves cheated of the expected reward. 
They immediately had recourse to the Pope ; and a 
deputation, <headed by Laurence O'Toole, Arch- 
bishop of Dublin, and five 'bishops, was soit-to 
Rome. Their complaints were well receivt^ ; and 
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hk HoUness annod Ltxuence with the pcmnyt 
apoatoUo legatv. Bat Htmy ms anpue of itti^^ai- 
pnding danger^ mdamsled Lmzvnoa m NovvMbdy 
en )u8 retiiiiu The p whlt, notwiAstatidiiig att lis 
igaomitiwatuii w«i detained a pnsoiKr untfl hk jittii 
in 1 18L TW Lnh faiaeanaiis hvn g^nenSfAoamit 
t» odalmie Lnveiioo a» a patnel» maii m» iriab 
dtholics vtncnto him aa a saini; bvtihedoaUe 
trutor had &nr atantf to either honow, Thafita^ 
liflh wiileoi dwell en hia hoetililf to Ae mmdni^ aa 
«a axciiae fer ibe lumtefol traatment he taaabed 
ima Henry. The Insh, anxioos to find ciaa fiimd 
ol hb ccNWHy amoi^ the clei^, ea g arfy adtol t^a 
usdowddA xapreaoBtalioa. The wMlupated &eiaiB 
tlie Axehbiahop'a MA avefew; but tkeydeekivii^ 
prave, that he began by beiag a tmitor to his aacDi-^ 
try^ mdf not reeemng the expaeled rewardy ankd 
by beeoniing Bk rebel ea ike King of hia ofwa aeUfr^ 
tionw In the veiy beginning ^ liie kivaeiony we 
find him acting aa ambassador &» StnMi^Kywu At 
lh» synod of CaiMy ha was feleaMwt m recogiiisng 
Heaey's tidfr;*and at Wateifimk, he joined in de- 
nenneing cnnea agabst dft who dbenid resiat the 
anmgements made by the Holy Seew He was inc- 
aeeded by John Conya, anEnghshnian, and a great 
fiifonriteof tbeKing; and the appointment waa eon- 
firmed by Pope Luoinsk 

IWe years had elapaed since Co^ and Fit»-Sto- 
phan had tranquiliy settled on their new e^lateey'and 
Uved en' aaairaUe tenns whh their ne^^sbowm. 
•Though grieved by the lose ofa fiMnonriCe aotif FIfa- 
^Stephen had every prospect of tenainath^ an ho- 
nourable Hft i» a peaeefol old age^ The jedoffagf €i 
his M mal Cogan was averted by the marriagn of 

ther' son to Cegan'a dai^h^ ^ and the ha&lity 



ffetbo^JiiBk tc^Mvchs wenMd to iMmjWttd lo tiaa 
itlLftfm&ir iotercQurae. But dMi» appcwaiifit^ w«o 
ftMcMia. Cogaa and biq «Q«*iii?>lOT w«re traacli* 
mudy Dincdered by a lopsrcihy named M«e«Tiif^ 
idiobadiiivitcidiliemoiiaTOif!; wd^ indM mdn 
^ the griof nod ec»fleni4lkm oeeMioned by Urn 
<mtr«ge» Fit^*Stepben w»s. comprikd to pcovMkr fcr 
tho nle^.of Cork, to which MaeAiihy had Ud 
tkg!^t 9» aooi> a» he heaid of Gogna'a imirdev- Hie 
imm 4rf i«vdit ^lead midly thiovgh Daamond and 
TlKQPK>nd» The tofMviiha hasted to vm Mae Axtby* 
hs^itmg thai C ogaQlai dea(tb a£Kirdad then a fiivour* 
aijk cpfiQgUm^ of expdUng the invadenr and 
Fila^Siephieii, faroke« down irith age aad sonow,. 
api^lied to hia Qephev Raywood for aasiataiice. Ler 
Gro6 lost no time in marching from Wesfari to ler* 
liavm hift uoeie.^ Heaooaraiaod tka v^ge^aodeom'^ 

eed the Prinee of Desmood to sue fer peace oa 
^^siifiikig coadttioiie; bolt Fi^- Stephen was no 
longer aeiurihle of this suoeesak Giief for the deatb 
<tf hia aeo had deianged hift inletteestfl^ aad» dmiing 
the.Teat:,of his life^ he continued » hwatie. 
. To repair the injuriea whidb the kte inauneelioa 
hiid. iaiflActed on the Sngliah powef, Henry seat 
Richard de Cogai^ the bcothei!^ e£ the mwtered Ink 
rons^and Philip Bavy^ a celebrated knight of Walea,^ 
with a po^jrei&l army into Monsten Th^ aoldiexa. 
wete accen^panicd by a tnan of eccleaiaaties, amongst, 
whom was Gerald Barry, belter known by the mmfit 
of Gkatdna Caao^ffensis, aBi> ecdesiaatic to whom* 
Hen^ intrusted the guidance* of his son Johut and 
wiK>ae visit to Iidand waa principally to acquire such 
iqfonmitioa as might aenre foc-tiie direction, of hiapoi^ 
pA^ n^ien he dbo^ came to take poasattWMa oi hia^ 
ittd^iWf^ The foEeiga and nalkre dergjr weit aoon 
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engaged in angry controversy concerning %he rdiitm^ 
media of their respective establishments. Hie virtues 
and miracles of their national saints became sirf>jects' 
of fierce and tedious debates. '* Saints I " seaid 
Cambrensis to an Irish prelate, '* tell me not of 
saints ;— your whole catalogue contains not a ongle- 
ftartyr. " — -" Alas I *' said the Irishman, ** youf re-' 
proach is too true. My couhtrymen wete always' 
too pious, to dip their hands in the blood of holy 
men ; but now that the wicked Normans have ctome 
among us, we shall have martyrs in plenty* " This 
allusion to the murder of Becket silenced Cttmbren- 
sb, for he records not his re{Jy ; but he raised oliier 
questions equally ludicrous, but more misclttevous, 
which threatened to add rdigiouS rancour to natum- 
sA hostility. 

* As if Henry had determined to try every tneans 
in his power for destroying his new kingdom, he a« 
gain recalled Lacy from the government ; and nomi- 
nated in his place Philip de Braosa, whose expedi- 
tion to Limerick has been already commemorated. 
The brief administration of the new deputy was dis- 
tinguished by several acts of outrage and mpacity, 
among which his exactions from the clergy are most 
forcibly doiounced by the monkish historians. But 
the evus which Braosa <x>mmenced were consunftma-' 
ted by a power superior to his ; and a measure, ifym 
which Henry expected the greatest advantages, prov- 
ed more fatal than all his former errors together. 

The Pope readily confirmed Henry's grant of die 
lordship of Ireland to John. He even o£fered the' 
title of King to the young prince, and sent htm the 
appropriate present of a coronet of peacock's fea- 
thers, as a token of investiture. Such a gift ^duld, 
inilie present day, be considered a bitter satire on 
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tbd^^&Uy ^^ vanity of John ; and the Pope would 
olrtadn tbe credit of a witty sarcasm on the foppish- 
ness, and imbecility <^ the youthful prince : but the 
|}eacock, in the middle agesi was the honoured bird 
of chivalry, and shared with the ladies in knightly 
reverence a^d devotion* . Henry^ however, was not 
willing to encourage the Papal interference any fiuw 
ther* He sent his son to Ireland without any new 
title, accompanied by a train of young nobles, and ^ 
few more steady counsellors, whose influence he 
hoped would check the. presumption of the youthful 
prince and his wild associates. When ^e news of 
John's landing in Wateiford was spread abroad, the 
Irish chieftains hastened to pay th^ respects to the 
son of their sovereign. They came in their naticxial 
costume, wearing linen vests, flowing mantles, long 
hau and boshy beards ; objects of curiosity to the 
wise find aged, bat of unceasing ridicule to the 
giddy and insolent young courtiers. When admits 
ted to the prince's presence, they advanced with digr 
nified ease through the circle, in order to salute 
tihw lord with the kiss of peace, according to the 
^isbion of their country. Here they weie rudely 
repulsed by the young Normans, who looked \xpoa 
suck a ceremony as a pri^analion. Not contented 
with' this, the wild nobles heaped further insults on 
the chieftains ; they plucked their beards, mimicked 
their gestures, and finally thrust them with violence 
from the presence. '^ Iiishmen, '* says an old Irish 
song, ** readily foigive injuries, but insults never. '* 
The.dueftains returned home bumix^ Ibr revenge; 
they detailed the story of their recepticm to aU whom 
they met coming to the court ; and they spread every 
where the account of their wrongs, until the entire 
island was animated by one sentiment of deadly hate 
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against the English government. Regar^ess of the 
coming storm, John and his associates proceeded still 
further to alienate the affections of his new scdbjects. 
In defiance of the privileges which Henry had grant- 
ed to the maritime towns, the citizens were loaded 
with heavy taxes, to support the expenditure of an 
extravagant court. The " men of iron, '* who had 
conquered Leinster, were studiously discouraged, 
and had reason to dread that their estates would be 
wrested from them, to gratify the cupidity of the 
dlken flatterers by whom the prince was accompa- 
nied. • About the same time, Lacy, whose pa:sonal 
influence might have abated these evils, was murder- 
ed by a labourer whom he had employed in erecting 
a. castle. The news of his death was joyfully re- 
ceived by the Irish, who dreaded his abilities ; and 
the clergy, attributing it to the vengeance of the 
saintSj for some act of sacrilege, contributed not a 
little to make this event an additional stimulus to in- 
surrection. 

The storm at length burst forth with feai^ vio- 
lence. News of disasters poured in from every quar^ 
ter ; and the alarmed prince, having wasted all his 
treasure in idle pomp, had no means of paying the 
soldiers, and -had no hold on the affections of the 
veterans, whom he had wantonly insulted. Robert 
Barry and his whole troop were suiprised and slain 
at Lismore ; the garrison of Ardflnnan seduced into 
an ambuscade, and slaughtered by the Prince of 
Limerick ; Robert de la Poer, after a gallant resist^ 
ance, fell in Ossory; Canton and Fitz-Hugh, two 
knights of great fame, met a similar &te ; and, but 
for the gallantry of Fitz- Walter, Cork must have 
yielded to MacArthy of Desmond. Even in M eatb, 
which the castlea erected by Lacy rendered the most 
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seetEre part of the English settlements^ Wilfiam Petit 
had great difficulty in repelling a dangerous inroad 
of the nortiiem Irish. 

C^t months of disorder had elapsed, hefore 
Henry was folly informed of the ruin which threat* 
ened his Irish interests. He innnediately determin- 
ed to recall John from a government. which he had 
so wantonly abused, and to intrust the administra« 
tion to De Courcy, whose desperate valour seemed 
the best qualification in .this moment of danger. 
The young prince and his gaudy train gladly quitted 
a eoUBMry where their personal safety was no longer 
secure ; and the defence of the English interests was 
again confided to the old settlers. 

De Courcy, left to his own resources, acted with 
all the vigour which the crisis demanded. He was 
ably seconded by young Lacy ; but he derived more 
important assistance from the dissensions of the Irish 
themselves, who, even at this most important mo- 
ment, renewed the feuds which had previously prov- 
ed their ruin. The northern chieftains engaged in 
civil war, and allowed the English to recover their 
lost ground without interruption. lA Connaught, 
Roderick being deposed by his sons, retired into the 
monastery of Cong, where he ended his unfortunate 
career ; and the nominal sovereignty of Ireland, now 
the very shadow of a shade, became the subject of a 
violent contest between the chieftains of the west and 
north. Still De Couroy was unable to surmount 
all the £fficulties by which he was surrounded. He 
attempted to invade Connaught, but was compelled 
to retire before two armies, each ftur superior to his 
own; The ability with which he e&tricated his army, 
Tits more honourable than any triumph ; but the Irish 
inagmfied this slight advantage into a glorious vie- 
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taryf and boasted dial they would now drive the fi>- 
reignera from their shores. A combined effort for 
the puipose would probably have suoceeded; but 
this was pevented by the private feuds of the chief- 
tainS) and the vacillation of the superior leaders, who 
made war and peace on the impulse of the moment, 
and could never be persuaded to adopt any steady 
policy. Several desultory incursions were repelled 
by the Deputy; but the ravages were renewed at 
every fresh opporkunityy and the country remained 
distracted and desolate. AfBurs were in this vi^retch- 
ed condition, yihea the news arrived of Henry's death, 
and the accession of his son Richard (1189.) 
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CHAPTER V. 
7%e Beign$ of Richard X, JbAn, and Henry IIL 

Thb State of Irelaiidy at the time of Henry's death, 
was wretched ; and imhappily there was every proi 
spect that the evils by which the country was afflict- 
ed would increase, lather than diminish. Every 
party that had shared in forming the connection be« 
tween the two islands, was equally dissatisfied and 
disappcnnted. The Pope found that his daims for 
tribute were disregarded; the deigy found that 
tithes, the great bibe for which they had sold them- 
selves to tl^ foreigners, could not be obtained &om 
the Irish, unused to such exactions, nor from the 
new settlers, who sat all laws at defiance ; the King 
found his sovereignty an empty title; the banms, 
poor and rapacious, were eager to make new terri- 
torial acquistttODS ; and the Irish toparchs, jealous 
of the foreigners and of each other, would nei^er 
preserve peace nor wage war effectively* The deigy, 
however, were fixed m thdr determinadon to sup- 
port the English ascendancy. They dreaded no- 
thing so much as a return to the piety and poverty 
of the Irifih nafional duirch ; thev fdt themselves 
elevated, by their connection with Rome, to the 
state aind dignity of princes; vA, eonsciouis tha^ 
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their privileges would be lost if their country attain- 
eid independence, they zealously preached the doc- 
trine ot submission to Rome and England. But 
the Papal authority, which afterwards proved a po- 
tent inJLnent of Mon, was of little avail in en- 
forcing obedience. Indeed it was at this time, and 
for many subsequent years, almost wholly disregard- 
ed in Ireland; a portion of the native clergy stiR 
clinging to the usages of their ancestors, and the 
laity, in general, paying little attention to claims of 
supi'emacy which they cotdd not understand. 

Richard, on his accession to the throne, was too 
much busied in preparations for his romantic expe- 
dition against the Saracens of Palestine, to pay any 
attention to Ireland. He allowed his brother John, 
as Lord of the country, to exercise all the regal func- 
tions ; and in his name all charters were granted, 
and deputies appointed. John's first act was to re- 
move De Gourcy £:om the government, which was 
now intrusted to Hugll de I^cy. The deposed de- 
puty immediately redred to his estates in Ulster, 
without attemptuig to conceal his hos^ty to his 
successor ; and thu dissension between the two great- 
est Norman leaders, encouraged the Irish to renew 
their attacks on the foreigners. 

The throne of Cpnnaught vras at ihis time pos- 
sessed by Cathal, to whom his countrymen gave the 
epithet of Bloody-handed. He owed his election to 
in(trigue and violence, and was conscious that his 
sovereignty could only be secured by spirit and acti- 
vity. Taking advantage of the hatred generally in- 
curred by the Normans, he declared himself resolved 
to restore the ancient honours of his name and na- 
tion ; and he denounced speedy and fearful vengeance 
on the foreigners who had usurped the £uxeat por* 
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tiapB of the land, and were still extending their ra- 
vages and oppressions. All the toparchs applauded 
thcise sentiments; the chieftains of Thomond and 
Desmond hastened to express their concurrence ; and 
the tribes of Ulster sent messengers to offer their 
assistance. De Coiu'cy saw the coming storm, and 
sent to summon his brave fiiend Armoric of Saint 
Laurenee to his assistance. Armoric^ collecting a 
little troop of about two hundjted foot and thirty horse, 
hasted to obey his leader's summons; but, passing 
through part of Cathal's country, he fell into an am- 
buscade, and, overwhelmed by numbers, perished, 
with all his companions. 

The news of nresh disturbances in Ireland induced 
John to confer the government on WilHam Petit, 
and^ soon after, on William Earl Marshal, who had 
married the daiighter of Earl Strongbow, and in her 
right possessed extensive estates in Ireland. Lacy 
resigned his power with great reluctance, and, retir- 
ing to his estate, imitated tl^e example of De Cour- 
cy» and almost affected independence. The Earl 
Marshal exerted himself to retrieve the English in- 
terests in Munster; and, though defeated by the 
Prince of Thomond near Thurles, he penetrated 
into the very heart of the ^country. These successes, 
however, were sullied by the jnost shocking cruel- 
ties. One of O'Brien s children was blinded, and 
another dragged from the very altar, and remorse- 
lessly murdered. Such atrocities provoked revenge, 
but did not inspire fear. Cathal hastened to relieve 
his allies ; and the English, on his approach, were 
ferced to a precipitate retreat. Soon s^r. Limerick 
was captured by the Prince of Desmond ; and Ca- 
thaly being joined by O'Lochlan, the head of the 
powerful sept of Hy-Nial^ advanced to the siege of 
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Cork, the only post of strragth now ramaiiiii^ ta 
the English in Monster. The army smt to the ze* 
li^ of ^is important post was totally defeated ; bat 
the &te of the place was delayed for a time^ by a re« 
aewal of the ancient fend between the rival houses 
of O'Connor and Hy-NiaL The siege was raked ; 
but the garrison, having exhausted all their provi- 
sions, and being hopeless of n^k£, Bunendered to 
the Prince of Desmond. 

A. D. 1197. — Hamo de Valois was the next go- 
vernor. He fomid a ruined anny, and an empty 
ezdiequer ; and to relieve the pressing necessities of 
the state, he nnscmpulonsly seized some of the estates 
of the Church. Comyn, the archbishops was by no 
means disposed to submit patiently to such a pro- 
ceeding, and immediately had recourse to those spi* 
ritual weapons which, in that age, possessed sudi 
wondrous efficacy. He went in solenm procession 
to the cathedral^ and ostentatiously removed all the 
apparatus of public service. The crucifixes were 
laid prostrate; the image of Christ crowned with 
thorns, as if the agony of the pasaon was renewed 
by this attack on ecdesiastical property; and aSter 
this solemn &rce^ the prelate having laid his dio- 
eess under an interdict, departed from the kingdom. 
The rest of this extraordinaiy contest is involved in 
obscurity. We only know, tliat after the lapse of 
several years, Hamo fek remorse for having injured 
the Church, and made a large grant of land to the 
see of Dublin as an atonement for his offence. 

A. D. 1198. — Twelve years had passed since the 
unlbrtunate Roderick had been confined by his re- 
bellious children in the monastery <^ Cong, and, du- 
ring that period, his fiunily had been gradually was^ 
ed by otvu discord and mutual ipurda:. His deatb 
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fegBided as a matter of little moment ; and the 
laat monaidi of Ireland was consigned to the tomb 
with aslitde noise as the meanest of his vassals. In 
the following year King Richard died, and the 
tliroiBe of J&igland was usurped by John, in defiance 
of the rights of his nophew Arthur ; the lordship, of 
Invalid was thus reunited to the crown of England^ 
and it was expected that the royal authority would 
consequently command more reiq>eet than it had hi** 
tbeito receired. The war wit^ France, the discbn- 
tent of the basons, and the claim of Ardiur, allowed 
John little leisure for regulating the affairs of Ire- 
land ; and the pacification of the country seemed %a 
finr off as ever. 

I>e Valois by his exactions, provoked the resent* 
men* of the deigy and the laity. Uigent petitions for 
his removal were sent to the King, and John sum^ 
moned him to i^ipear and plead to the charges Ufg« 
ed against him. His defence was deemed unsatis* 
foctory, and he was forced to pay a &ie of a thou« 
sand marks to the King ; but* when this was paid, he 
was allowed to escape without making restitution to 
those he had plundered. Meiler Fits^Henry, one 
of the original mvaders, was appointed his successor ; 
and at the same time John confirmed the grant of 
lands in Thomcnd to Philip de Braosa, and assign^ 
ed their custody to De Burgho, one of the Fitz- An- 
delm family which had iojra&Ay been gifted with lands 
in Coimau^. De Burgho was not a man disposed 
to lose so rich a grant by negligence. He set out im* 
mediately with a gallant train, and exerted hims^ 
with sueh extraordinary vigour, that he soon obtain* 
ed possession of Limerick, and estdbtifihed there a 
power which threatened die independence of Mun* 
star aftd <]<mnaught. The affidrs of the latter pro* 
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▼ince were now in a state finrouiable to his designs ; the 
popularity of Cathal O'Connor had declined as ra- 
pidly as it rose ; and a strong party was formed to 
raise his cousin* Carragh to the throne. The aspir- 
ing Carragh solicited and obtained the assistance of 
D^ Burgho. By his aid Cathal was dethroned, afier a 
brief and £unt resistance. He fled to Ulster, and it 
large share of his domains were assigned to De Bur- 
gho for his timely aid. Cathal had sufScient influ- 
ence with the northern chieftains to obtain from them 
a powerful army. He even contrived to gain the sup- 
port of Lacy and De Courcy ; and thus, for the first 
tiftie, the Norman barons were divided against each 
other. Carragh and De Burgho defeated Cathal and 
his allies in a desperate engagement. The northern 
septs attributed the calamity to the iocapadty of their 
piinoe,' whom they immedii^y deposed; and Ulster, 
like Connaught, was of course distracted by all the 
evils of a disputed succession. Cathal did not yet 
despair of success. He solicited the friendship of De 
Burgho, who felt dissiftisfied with the small reward 
given him by the usurper, and drew him over to his 
side by magmficent promises, which he had no inten- 
tion to fulfiL A second revolution ensued, in which 
Carragh was shdn, fighting bravely to the lasL Ca- 
thal was restored to his throne ; but De Burgho found 
diat, the valuable cessions which he expected were 
not to be obtained. Stung by this fidsehood and 
ingratitude, the proud baron invaded Connaught, but 
Suffered a defeat ; and, before he could take measures 
to retrieve his fortunes, he was recalled to Limeridk by 
the appearance of a more formidable enemy. The 
Lord-deputy, finding that De Burgho had virtually re- 
nounced his allegiance by making peace and wiur at his 
pleasure, advanced with a numerous army to reduce 
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him to obedience. He was joined by several of the 
IiiA princes who equally feared and hated the pow* 
•ediil baron ; and thus reinforced, Meiler FitZ'^Heniy 
soon forced De Burgho to submisaiou. At the same 
time new treaties were formed with the Irish princes 
of the south and west, which for a short time restore 
«d tranquillity to that part of the country. 

While Fitz-Henry was employed against De 
Burgho, Lacy with his brother marched against De 
Courcy, who was said to have abjured allegiance to 
John as a usurper and murderer. The entire de- 
tails of the subsequent transactions are unknown ; 
but the writers of Irish history have invented an in* 
genious romance, which, though imj^obable in all 
its parts, and contradicted by authentic documents 
yet in existence^ has been gravely narrated by all the 
earlier writers. They tell us that De Courcy was 
beUayed to Laey by his servants ; but, though sur«- 
prised, he made a fierce resistance, and with a 
wooden cross slew thirteen of his assailants. Lacy 
retained the noble prisoner, but punished with 
death the traitors who had sold their master. De 
Coisrcy was sent to England, and confined in the 
Tower, where he long remained ne^eeted. and for«* 
gotten. At length, a French champion comes over 
in the train of King Philip, and chsilenges all the 
chivalry of England. No one ventures to enter the 
lists with a knight of his &me, when John at length 
recollects the hero whom he had so long confined in 
a diBigeon. De Courcy readily agrees to meet the 
Frenchinan. On the appointed day he appears in the 
lists ; but the challenger, terrified by h£s Herculean 
proportions, refiises die combat, and returns home 
in disgrace. To -gratify tlie curiosity of the two 
monarchsy De Courcy orders a coat of moil to be 
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plaoed on a post driven finnly into the earth* He 
etrikes it wim his sword, divides the mail as it were 
gossamerolhieads, and drives the sword so deep into 
Sie stake, that it can be extricated hy him alone. 
Hereupon he is restored to the royal &vom', and le^ 
instated in his title and estates. He is offered any 
additional fiivour that he may desire ; and asks and 
obtains, for himself and his descendants, theprivflege 
of remaining covered in the presence of their aove« 
leign. 

The only portion of truth in the entire legend is, 
that De Courcy waa sent a prisoner to England. 
John and the King of France never presided in the 
same lists ; and the restoration to the royal £si¥Diir 
is manifiestly Ma&y because the earldom of Uktei^ 
and all the lands belonging to it, were gnmted to 
Hugh de Lacy ; and die privilege of wearing a bat 
in the royal presence, enjoyed by the barons of Kin« 
sale, De Courcy's descendants, is a harmless pri- 
vilege, originating nobody knows how, and &w would 
care £at ascertainmg. It is justly remarked by Le» 
land, that this instance of the fiikification of history 
by ihe Irish Sennadiies, fully justifies the scepticism 
with which their boasts of extravagant antiquity and 
early civilisation are received ; for &e earlier the date 
SBsigned to their legends, the more difficult will be 
their detection. 

The vigorous administration of Fitz-Henry releas* 
ed the English settlers from the imminent dangers 
with which they were threatened. Cork was leoover- 
ed and secured by new fortifications ; the inoursions 
of the northern septs were restrained by castles erect* ' 
ed along their firontiers ; and the topardis of Defr* 
mond and Thomond were either terrified into sul^ 
misrion, or so engaged m domestic feuds, tliat they 
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had no inclinalion to renew their attacks on the '£> 
idgners. At this faranquil moment John resolved to' 
pay IreLmd a visit, for the purpose of chastisii^ Bra** 
osa-^by v^ose wife he had been insulted— ^imd re- 
stnoiiiDg the power of the Latiys, who, fay John's inju* 
dicious grants, had been naiM afanost to the rank of 
princes {a. d^ 1210). On the King's arrival in Dub- 
hmf BiPaosa and the Laeys ied to France, where the 
latter were reduced to such distress, that (hey could 
only support themseh^ by becoming cardeners in a 
monasteiy. Their dignified bearing, alter some time^ 
betrayed their rank to the abbot ; and, having learn- 
ed their history, he interceded so powerfully for ^&r 
with John, that, on payiilg a heavy fine, they were 
eventually restored to their titles and estates« John's 
nnHtary operations were confined to the reduction of 
aeiveral castles belonging to the Lacys in Meath ; 
andy though hie received the homage of several Irish 
princes, he chd not in any instance extend the bounds 
of the English dominion. The allegiance tendered 
l^ the toparchs was me^ly nominal ; luid one of th^Oi^ 
riie chief of the Hy-Nials, set the King at defiance a 
few days after he had perfimned the idle ceremony of 
suhmisnon. There was, however, a beneficial change 
made by the introduction of the English laws and 
Inrij^rmenee into those districts wMdi the Ai^- 
Nonnanspossessed, and which, from this time forvi^ud, 
were usually called the English Pale ; the lands sub- 
ject to the Kii^ were divided into counties; sherifis 
and other officers necessary to the administration of 
ydstioe appointed ; and supreme courts of bw establish- 
ed in Dublin* The twelve counties estaUished by 
John were, Dublin, Meath, Aigial now caQed Louth, 
Tf KaAeria^ now Cailowi Kiikennyi Water* 
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fbrd» Wex£>rd, Cork, Kerry, Limerick, T^pentf% 
To these were subsequently added Roscommon and 
Connaught, but at what period is uncertain. 

After John's return to England, the administration 
was confided to John de Grey, Bishop of Norwich, 
who kept Irdand tranquil during the remainder of 
this troubled and disgracefiil reign. We find liiat 
several Irish nobles and prelates shared in John's 
councils during his long contest with the Pope, and 
afterwards wilji his own subjects. Among these, 
Henry de Londres, who had succeeded Comyn as 
Archbishop of Dublin in 1213, was honouraUy con- 
spicuous, by his opposition to the insolent demands 
of Pandulph the Paj^al legate, and by the indignant 
remonstrance he made against the humiliating sub- 
, missions demanded from his sovereign. The power 
of the native Irish princes seemed rapidly deo£ning. 
The Northern sept of Hy-Nial, indeed, stiU main- 
tained th^ir independence and their inveterate hosti- 
lity to the foreign dynasty ; but Cathal O'Connor, 
no longer able to resist De Buigho in the fieid, was 
forced to petition the British monarch for protection, 
and to exchange his character as a warrior for that of 
a suppliant. The toparchs of Thomond and Des- 
mond were similarly humbled ; and, had proper ad- 
vantage been taken of the opportunity, Ireland might 
at this> time have been, without difficulty, entirely 
subjected to the English dominion. 

The early part of the reign of Henry III. was dis- 
tinguished by several wise measures, which tended 
greatly to remedy the evils produced by the misgo- 
vemment of John, both in England and Irekuad. ' 
•William, Earl of Pembroke and Earl Marsha], the 
young monarch's guardian during his minority was 
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possessed of extensive estates in both islands, and set 
an example, rarely £}llowed by English statesmen and 
Irish proprietors, of paying equal regard to the inter- 
ests of both countries. The great charter was con- 
firmed, and its provisions extended to Ireland r the 
administration of the local government intrusted to 
GeofiPrey de Maurisco, a knight celebrated for ' mili- 
tary skill ; and with him was joined Henry de Lon- 
dres, a prelate still more eminent for political wisdom. 
The reconciliation of the native Irish to the d(Hninion 
of their invaders was the best evidence of the - supe* 
rior abiHty that now ruled the councils of the state ; 
and9 so completdy had they resigned all hopes of in- 
dependence, that they petitioned the King to send one 
of the royal &mily to rule in Ireland, in order that 
his lustre might obscure the disgrace of submission, 
and the respect due to royal blood might control the 
turbulence of the powerful barons. Unfortunately 
this request was rejected. The death of the Earl of 
Pembroke followed soon after ; his policy died with 
htm ; and Ireland entered on a new career of dis- 
traction, and suffering, and desolation. 

A. D. 12 19. — Immediately aftei" his father's death, 
William, the yoimg Earl of Pembroke, was sudden^ 
ly called into Ireland, to check the inroads of the 
Lacys, who had attacked his castles, and determin- 
ed to seize his estates. While this struggle devas- 
tated Lfcinster, the Lord-deputy was engaged in war 
with the Mac Arthys of Desmond, and the De Burghos 
were involved in a fierce Struggle with the O'Con- 
nors of Connaught. After a bloody but desultory 
war&re, the Lacys were defeated, and the Princes of 
Desmond forced to submission. The De Burghoi, 
however, were drfeated in Connaught; and- Fedhm 
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O'CcmiMirf tftkklg ftdvuBtage of the dkglweb «f Hu- 
bert Ue Burgho in Engkno^ not only obtamcd fiaom 
Henry a confinnation of Ins title i»id posseaepOBSy 
.but aniandate to the Lord-deputy Maurice Fitzgenld, 
to assist in restraining bis enemy's usurpations^ On 
tbe death of WiQiam, Bail of Pembroke, his tiik 
and estates devolved cm his brother Richard, a po- 
pular young nobleman, odious^ to the King and Ms 
unwonhy fiivoimtes, on account of his spirited reaistp 
ance to their unwise and arbitrary measures. Uiid^ 
the moat frivolous pretexts, an attempt was loade to 
strip him of his inheritattce ; and he^ pro^n^Bed-by 
sudii outrage, had recourse to arms* He leviadjKme 
forces m Ireland; and, rettsnii^ to Wales, foftififid 
himself in his ea^e of Pembroke. The royplfiocees 
sent against him were defeated ; and the unpc^Hdaxity 
of the ministry rendered it probaUe that this eitampfc 
of successful resistance would lead to a general innr- 
rection. The King and his creatures, unafafo^^to wab- 
due Earl Ridiard, determined to deprive feim of his 
Irish estates, and sent over letters dedfiring Im: ex- 
tensive possessions forfeited, and ordering -dien^to^lte 
^ared between Maurice Fitagerald — theLccd-depu- 
ty, the Lacys, the De Burghos, Geoffirey de Msurii- 
00, and some other barons. Such an aflntaaetit ' 
was not to be resisted by the avarioiotts ■ adventa- 
rers. They immediately proceeded to tako .pos- 
session; and, just as tnnquilfitir was restdied'ixi 
Wales, Earl Richard was recaUed to the d«fetioa of 
his estates in Ireland. On his landing, he was . join- 
ed by the treacherous De Maurisco, who pnAeimii 
to ud his quarrel, in CNrd^ to ensure his dastOKiMai. > 
Several successful es^editions were undertdceti ^ blit, 
at the moment when the Earl was abovA to engage 
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ills caaeiiiies in a pitched battle, D^ Maurisco drew 
ioS his forces, and Richard was left with only fifteen 
fcllowers to support the attack of one hundred and 
fbrty^chosen men. Even under these circumstances, 
the gallant Earl disdained to yield. His followef% 
with equal spirit, shunned not the hopeless Contest. 
They fell, overwhelmed by numbers ; and Richard, 
having Mien senseless by a dagger-wound, was car- 
ri^ to a neighbouring castle, where he soon ex- 
pired. 

The death of this heroic and popular nobleman 
excited universal indignation, both in England and 
Ireland ; and the King, with dissimulation equal to 
his ioTmtr perfidy, disavowed all knowledge of the 
transaction, and threw the blame on the Bishop of 
Windiester. But he did not check the depredations 
coimnxtted on the estates of the deceased Eaii, nor 
restore his inheritance to his brother Gilbert, until 
oonipelled'by fear of the King of Scotland, whose 
sister Gilbert had mairied. At length, a hollow pa- 
cification was effected ; Gilbert was allowed to enjoy 
his estates without interruption ; and Fitzgerald pur- 
dbwd pardon for the destruction of Elarl Richard, 
by founding a monastery where masses should be ce- 
lebrated' periodically for the repose of his soul. A- 
bout the same time, Fedlim O'Connor appeared at 
court, to complain of the usnrpatibn of the De 
Buighos, who steadily pursued ^eir career of vio- 
lence and extortion. Moved by a dread of this- 
proud and powerftil sept, perhaps also in some degree 
mfiuenced by a sense of justice, Henry sent strict 
orders that the te^tories of O'Connor should be 
protected from ferther depredatibns. In return for 
- you 1, ' - -F 
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this unusual act of equity^ Fedlim led'4 8Mng;IiQt 
dy of auxiliaries to the King'$ a^^i^tAnoa ip thr 
Wdch war, and performed good servi(pe atgaiaab 
Prince David* -^ 

The rest of thip troubled nign pspieota itfijun^ 
varying i^n« of j^tty wars^ produced by bsaeomfi. 
usuipations. The Geraldinea seu^^d oil several dis^ 
tripts of Qesmondj in spite of the resiirttaapQ.i»»df 
by the powerful sept of the Mac Ardiya*^ Ub^ Ql» 
Buighos, with less success, ' endeavoured to mai^ 
themselves masters of .Connaught; «nd the i^foipx 
baronsy equally bent, on aggrandiz^equnity st^imi :«l 
the lands of diose toparchs, wbp were top wttuk.^ 
make effective Disistance^ Sq little n^ps tho toffl 
authority rejected, that the 6eialdioes ,se^«d and 
ii|iprisoned a !tord*depttt]j;&r opposing ibm uwm^ 
tions ;. and it was not without difficui^^ that^tney 
were ^rsuaded to set him. at liberty. T^ei bnoas 
were at war, not only with the natives^but witb 
each other ; a^d the dei^istations committed in tbeii( 
several expeditions, added to tl^e Allures- of aevends 
successive harvests, rediiced the wretched cQunti^ .to^^^ 
« state which the ifm^ppati^n may posfdldy conoeM^. 
but which QO human pen can porti^ 
. The nuserie, of this cal«nitow perioa wotciv 
gravated by the es^rtipns o{ the j^ope^ 4S|d..the.tf* 
xamiy of the clergy^ The royal trocma, w^ere' Mfth 
ployed in levying the tribute claimed by his Hobf 
ness ;. and the enonpous demands of the ICiag fpee 
in turn sanctioned by the ]?ope« £fiorts weii^isade 
by boti^ to im ^ valuably ecclesiastical offices with 
foreigners. The native dergy made a spirited 'te«- 
Stance ; but tl^e powers i^ainst whi(^ th^ ha4 to. 
strive, weie toip fi^apidaUe., T^k Jt^, ^b^flp^g^ tht 



:«tdAiB;Cotmefl:of CashdL. iXoat ms .ttie) soo* 
4Mct^vtike badi^¥a3la^& npaidi bctler.tban tha^Jof 
their opprefisorsu. Tke> records of the period, jsoaotjr 
«d tbfiy «re», coiiitain seiti^iil inistanoes of prelatic ra* 
wettj and iii90i0ii£e» which would scarcely be cre- 
atine, were they not sii^ported by the authority of 
l^iciiEj dpcuments,. and m perfect accordance with 
Ae spirit nuiiiufeBted bj: tha church io^ that mi^ided 



The adniiniatradon of justipe wa3 afaupst wholly 
meglected ; and,, though repeated proclainations were 
ttsued, commanding th^ observance c^ the English 
bws and charters under the sevierest penalties, we 
$ad that they were all ineffiictual ; and that a m^- 
date was obliged to be issued, entreating, rather than 
'eommanding,' the barons, that, for the sake of pub* 
lie tranquillity, they would peimit the country to be 
governed bf &ie laws, of England. The Irish still 
IHrederred; their B):)e}um code ; and, in a curious re- 
inomatrance of fedlim OfConnpr to Iting H^nry, we 
find, am<n)g oth^ claims of dfan^iges for the cruel- 
Ues a»d robb^es of Qe Burgho, a charge.^ of three 
ijiousand marki^ for the burning of churches and the 
mttBttcre of the deigy. Se\qeral of the native Irish, 
ni the immediate vicinity of the pale, finding the in- 
convenience of thi3 mptley mixture of jurisdiction, 
^urdiased charters of denudation, by whiph they be- 
^atne entitled to. the benefits of English subjects ; 
but the barons v^orously opposed the extension of 
9Uoh privileges, and the English government had not 
aufficient. strength to overcome their resistance.^ 

' Ifk the> latter part of his reign, Henry invested his 
aim S^afd^wilji th^^ title, of. Lord of. Ireland; but^ 
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the young prince never visited the country. The ba^- 
rons disregarded his authority ; ^d, after his depar*> 
tttie to the Crusades,: his title was vtteriy ne* 
glected. 



f 
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CHAPTER VL 
TU Reiifiu of Edward L IL and IIL 

A. D« 1272«— The accession of Edward I. produc- 
ed no beneficial change in tbe state of Ireland. . The 
Geraldinesynow become the most powerful of the Nor- 
man barons, waged incessant wars both on the na- 
tiveprinces and their rival peers, in order to extend 
their influence and^ssessions ; and the marriage of 
the young Lord De Clare to a daughter of. their 
hoi]se» promised them the means of gratifying their 
ambition. Edward inconsiderately gave De Clare 
a grant of extensive domains in Thomond, without 
paying any riegard to the rights of the native posses* 
sors ; but when De Clare came to enforce his claims, 
the O'Briens laughed him to scorn, and he was for^- 
ced to have recourse to arms. Aided by his fiither- 
in-law Maurice, De Clare invaded Thomond; but 
was completely defeated, and obliged to accept peace 
on the most mortifying conditions. De Clare re- 
turned to England, and laid his complaints before the 
King ; at the same time, intelligence of fresh conuno- 
4ions in various districts was received ; and Edward, 
justly indignant, recalled Ufford, the Lord-deputy. 
But the troubles in Scotland began now to en* 
gross all the attention of the English monarch;' and, 
after a brief inquiry, he restored Uflbrd to his go- 
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vemment, having recommended him to exert aBbhb 
vigour in repressing these disgraceful commaticHOflw 

A century had now elapsed since the Nonaad in- 
vasion ; repeated defeats had broken down the spkit 
of the Iridi princes ; all hopes of repeUii^ the fof 
reigners were resigned ; and those who lay conl%tt^ 
ous to the English settlements, were only eager to 
secure the protection of ^le- Ei^ish law. , To ob« 
tain this valuable privily, they offered to the King^ 
through hh'dmxttffr&^^iMaf^ei' &f^ 
mark^ on concution of being admitted to the rig^ 
•f rBcitishisufayedtar ; and* Edvwd^' whoww attadhed lo 
jusfice .ifhen-ib ididJBtttcitttei F< fe :. wi ^ ^ 

hia vffii^jkbiHf eagedy^ faosftsbedbier ' pevfens' ihair. iea»> 
senaUl lequttti.' In'thi^as^^ a»'<dioQ$Mid Oklm^ 
iptatt initaaow, "ihr wise iand 'htaitJfcAm^TakasanB 
of theigDvennneAt werr ^kefeatadrby'^tfae' ioeal- n»6»- 

mUiessisioiAm statc^M Thef Jvnenr^ea^tiPiprevttilKfl 
bodjr'of meoyiwhdBt/rijjei^. oould-tflx/fidd opfMesBtat 
fhaamy, finsarsbakingi iir! 'tlvr fannvnitiw oft dSagiish 
8Qbj|08tB/r £atoliJbi(ki ^'Wtef ithe^iiilBt, andt xhaoKtuyie 
only prinsipleieesgifiwd: bjfili^ cKSeniil^oligiffdM 
witichmeebssmelyrfadld vta^' ABnpeoiitRd di^de$- 
tiisiteof i Irallukd ;: lend tDip n a rti m M ^daiiail^ cpi8»- 
eiple,* tlKy'iinhesiiadfiagljrsHHifflcefl&he^peMtani'^IJro^ 
flpanty^ofrtfaattdiaiihjf^y and nbt intfi^qcnMetiljffptf^^ 
ksf eoEnhdxBUi wkho-Ebflfand^i- Aiprevitom tfignw 
wqtt fletamedrto^tfaei^yciUibnkdBtii }\\ndikikisoSimgi 
ef the peqalil tmgcd thkfrtftcDfloitfmd gpj^ikBSamif, 
abd-tvtf ysanafiraithvyivpeatfed'thtiBTOqiMStsi ;Od' 
this csdBflMDii; tte KSng" eaxlieiif •■eo^miieiiiil^ 
Mmsiderafeiiin a£thd pttilEtm to ilho> Ixnob Sptittvl 
«^l»bpamhof JlMuid^ but bo&iMB&<lQk> d€i{pl^ 
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i M m sU dm pertM-tiiiiting abuses, and Edward's wise 
de^mift"were agam defei^. 

^'Xiveeiyd wars b^ween the barons were soon re- 
tewed wMx ill tbeir former violence. They took 
advaultage of thetr disorcbrs, and laid waste the new 
settlemeDtd The Lords-depoties were destitute of 
power or ihflnence, and the royal authority was 
fuOLTjstfjf lecognised. William de Vesey was sent 
tjver/ to remedy riicse disorders ; but unfortunately 
lie bttsaxnt involved iii A eontest with the Greraldines, 
wIbcIi' ended in hiis ftiin. A more vigorous and 
iBt»cee«8&il effort was madb by his successor Sir John 
Wbgaiii He prevailed' on the rival houses of De Bur* 
^o* and Fitzgerald to consent to a truce ; and having 
thus partidly restored tranijuiUiiy, he summioned a 
pitt&Bient to take the pub&e grievances into consi- 
deratton (a.'D.' 1219^); Several judicious acts, were 
ttiulte l^'thisassemUy, the first that appears to have 
b«lC^ consf^utionally convened in Ireland; but the 
^eiserid corruption of morals txmld not be cured by 
^isfiitive enactments; and though peace was so &r 
f^tdred-, ^t several Irish barons were enisled to 
atllbid Edward in his Wars. against Scot^nd^ hostiH* 
ix^ Were continued by their followers, and their set* 
flements' devastated during their absence. 

l%e deadi of. Bdwaird I. while marcJiing against 
#ie ScDtdi, and the pusillanimous retreat ^of Edward 
IL, waa^ followed l)y tlie dispersion of the army, and 
ikiB Iri&h nobles' returned homd. De Burgho hav* 
in^'olrtS^ftied, by marriage, the title of Eail of Ulstei;, 
am the extensive estates of the*Lacys,-was now vir- 
ttedfythe Lord of Ireland ; but he c^ not abuse his 
power ^ and^ content with the barbarous pomp t>f feu* 
dttKsm, tie allowed his weaker neighbours to remain 
immolested. The insane attachment of Edward to his 

m .01^ ^^ if<W ^^ M 
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.unworthy fiiTonrite Gavestone^ whcMtn he had rsealitd 

in spite of the solemn promise. plighted to his dying 
.fishery gave so much displeasure to the English no- 
bility, that they formed, an association too pqwcB&d 
for the sovereign to resist, and compelled the .dis* 
missal of the obnoxious minister. The ELing imas 
very reluctant to part with his minion ; and at length 
appointed him governor of Irdand, whence he m^fat 
be recalled at the first £ivouroble opportunity. T2ia 
administration of Gavestone was distinguished' by 
vigour and ability* He repressed the inoursioiis of 
the hostile Irish, and repaired the castles that were 
erected along the mardies of the English Pale. 
Unfortunately, his haughtiness and love of ost^ita* 
tion, which had been the cause of his expolsion 
from England, still continued, and excited against 
liim the hatred of the barons, whom he affected to 
despise. Before these angry feelings could produce 
open war, Gavestone was recalled by his unwise maa* 
ter; and soon after. Sir John Wogan was leiqp* 
pointed to the government. He came in time to 
witness a new civil war between the De Buigbos- 
and Geraldines, whose violence it was. not in bis 
power to restrain. The issue of the contest, bow- 
ever, proved Suvourable to a temporary restontion 
of tranquillity; for De Burgho being taken prisoner, 
entered into terms of accommodation, which were 
cemented by the marriage of his daughters to Man- 
rice and Thomas Fitz-John, afterwards the heads 
of the illustrious houses of Desmond and Kildare. 

A. D. 1314. — This alliance between the leaders 
of the two parties, whose hostility had hitherto been 
the great source of intestine broils, promised to se* 
cure the countiy an interval of tranquillity ; but a 
new storm from an unexpected quarter was impends 
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ibg^ 'viliicli. prodaq^ fiosh and greater calamities* 

T£e- imempiable triumph of the Scotch over the 

Tni^ty axokj of England on the field of Bannock- 

hatn^ produced great excitement in Ulster. Con- 

slant tradition declared, that the northern Irish wei« 

dflseended fi»m the same stock .as the Albanian 

Seotii^ though antiquaries had not yet begun to 

dis^onas the relative antiquity of the branches. The 

Ulster princes were delighted at, the success of their 

brethteny and anxious to emulate such an exam^ 

of sQccess&il resistance. At the same time, Robert 

Brace had reason to dread the impetuous ambition 

o£ bis broth^ Edward, and was consequently an* 

xious to find some employment which might prevent 

him firom engaging in an insurrection at home. The 

oondition of Irelimd presented, to one brother the 

tempting prospect of a new kingdom, and assured 

to the oihet the tranquillity of his recovered domi- 

niona. Both eagerly embraced the opportunity ; and 

emissaries were immediately s^it through Ulster to 

stimulate the people to strike for fi:eedom. The 

eirteqirise, however, had been nearly defeated in the 

voy beginning, by the impadence of Edward Bruce. 

He crossed over with a small force, before his fnenda 

were, prepared for his reception, and was forced to 

make a precipitate retreat. The news of this at- 

teoqpt created some alarm in England. The Deputy^ 

Lord Edmund Butler,^ a worthy descendant of th& 

gallant 'Fjrt:z- Walter, was summoned over, with some 

other noblemen, to consult about the state of the 

kii^om ; and orders were issued to take all proper 

preomtions of defence. The winter was, spent in 

delibenitions ; and Butler, with the other barons*. 

letamed in sprimr. barely in time to rescue the^ 

kmgdom. '"^ ' 
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Bmas at the head of six' thousand hardy ^Hste^akia^ 
knded on -^e noilh-efistem coast, asfut wlis ilfi«(ie<i 
dlately jMiiad hf the pin<^^ tojMkrclRBf of iUUHten 
Theit waaf no fettee in Ivelaftd Me to resibt tfie 
eoinbined armieB. - They fell on the uilkjirdleeted 
Mtdement^ hi llie North, and btktcheiM ^c^io* 
Msts iwitH as little' mercy as they had theexiel««l^«X'» 
lierienced Castles- were stormed; DnndaBl:^ AlSiet^ 
dee, and ahnost eve^ town of note burned ; Irtfd, ht 
t^'Verv shoit space of time, no trace of the Enj^i^ 
femained in Ulster^ but ^e deflation of 'their^f^r* 
mer dweilingiB. The news of these tratisadiDns 
aptead dismay through l^e Sngiyi Pdle. Seteiai 
bamnsr were disposed to make tertns widl ^e in- 
vadell^; others hastened Co secure their possessions 
in the 80«rth and west. The Earl of Ulster and die 
Lcnd^eputy alone determined on a courageoift' re* 
atstance. The um^easoilable pride of De Bua||lio, 
exhMted cf^en at this important crisi^^ inci«a^ed the 
danger. He rejected the pi^dred aid of the Loi^ 
d^^uty,' and assumed ikae entiie oohduct of ih€ #ar. 
B^ig joined; by Esdlim O'Connor^ he adMnoed 
against Bnide ; biit was defei^d, though^ not A^ 
sii^ek; Befeve the Earl could retrieve hiB'Iotes^ 
F^Mlfim was recalled hj an insnrtection in hn owta 
dominions ; and De Burgho, thus weakened,- was 
sooin nfter compelled to retire. - • • 

The army of FecUim siiffeivd so severaly- in^tfais 
itsttfeat fk>m the hostilitfy of the northern septs, diat 
he was una^e to resist his riTal ; and thfe dispiltted 
fbices of De Bivgho eoidd lend him no effise^ 
asnscance. He wlis, however, soon r^ieved by the 
aniValof Sir Richard Benningham with a select bod^ 
of English soldiers. By the aid of this reMme* 



lie iMus ^MUMt" to «&e th« field. &is rivd 

fett>'fe tlie dtiga^eiit thitt endn^ ; and Feifi^ imi 

itMWiKi to )&&Aniter d%nity and ptfa^edsiofia. Bid 

g99iit0d^ hsA iK> ^0 in tile bf«M- of tke^ Iri^ 

pmoev Tlvfe first iise h«'ma«toi ^ hiis'reeovet^ 

fciw^i wfl»t^ enter ihto* a ^df allkoee witfc BiHfde^ 

«ftd cbbw hi» swoyd against; hifii ddliVferers* Th« 

O^Bfii^ of Thdmondy and' a gMat piroportfoh of 

Ant^ tiofmtW of Munsfor' and* Misitl^ -Moi^d hia 

ttamiMe^ -l&^m the des^n^tis df EngUsli settlers^ 

UtAf e^p^dMj the once^^ pbvefftd Lacpy deelai^d 

tlMSfi»ri^s' adhe«en(is of lli« S<i4»tti8li invi^er. A 

gjTieai boCfy*'<»f»t3)« nativse defgy )$iig«rly emlNftto^ hk 

^m^it the re^ waked fer the Fbp^fi^ deeidon, fe# 

tii€r|F kne# liiat' th<f Bifutiss W€fr6^ n6t oA the best ci 

manoMmih his HMin^s; Cbtifident of ^ubee6d, Ed^ 

iMUrdiBrtie&waasdeni^iy'trbWned attkindaflry and 

hf^ediatdif aftferwttt^' ^r«pai^d^ lb mmih soudb* 

m^ndtt'^a fft6{> Ji(m b^oome imp^ltrthr^ly necessarjy 

tedw'i^fMlureefr of di9 noi^ wefe' ediatidted, and 

Uii«afimy Btiftiing^ thef e&cremity of teiine. 

flUs-ThoiiittiSI bardtl df OThalf^ the head of die 
Gemldbes^ and'Bnde»; ther-lLbi^ejim^ miuie evmf 
e««ktion to pi^p&rtf'lbr^file eotuiitg irHt^tion, and 
mw&inmedmdy temtstdbi'vf^ tlie iMes of Earls; 
the felMesfof Kikbtfe^ the' latttT df Caniefe. Tb^ 
diA«r'Lofli»of'4he^ Fate also dedared themselvw 
detcormined to si^{fofrtlyfe £!ing'wkhrtlieti' lives and 
fiMMMlil«»« audi re^ily ptV€ hostagltt ^r dkeir alle« 
g0sii» to^ HiDlliafli, the t&ftl 'oomrais^okieft The 
ttulB^pfCt^dBi^ dflhg^i^iHroser frdtti Uier nsvolf of JMlim 
0?@^tidir, vw^o hAd alueady defiMted several in&xio# 
hadetf, ^and' severely harMScA 4\^ 8ett!emehi» ixt 
Qm^iM^u A fmfeM amy, eduadttidled bf Wit* 
HuuiM 9tff^0f bmther of die Earl of Ubter^iid 
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Sir Richard Benninghain, was therefor nehi.inUi 
the western districts, to lestrain and chasd$e xhesit 
ravages. Fedlim^ encouraged by previous success^ 
ventured to hazard a pitched battle. The engage- 
ment took place near Ute town of Athenry, and was 
long. and bloody. At length, the Irish were routed 
with terrible slaughter ; their monarch, and most of 
their princes, were among the slain, lliis was the 
most decisive victory whidi the settlers had ever ob- 
tained. > . The power of the O'Connor fiimily was 
irretrieval>ly destroyed, and the entire province of 
Connaught placed at the mercy of the De Burghos. 
An interesting anecdote of fidelity is recorded by 
the .original narrators of this battle. They tell 
us, that after the batlie. Sir Ribhard Bermingham 
directjsd one of his attendants, named Hussey, to 
search the field, and try whether the body of his 
great enemy, O'Kelly, was among the slain. Ac* 
Qpmpanied by a single attendant, Hussey commenced 
his search ; and 0*Kelly, who had heard the. orders, 
came with his squire from a thidcet in which he had 
been concealed, and, presenting himself to Hussey, 
endeavoured. to seduce him from his allegiance. He 
represented to the young page the inferiority of the 
station assigned him by Bermingham, and made the 
most liberal promises of wealth and preferment if he 
would desert his master's banners. Dazzled by such 
splendid offers, Hussey's servant eagerly besought 
him to comply ; but the young page indignantly slew 
him as a traitor. He was immediately assailed by 
CKelly and his servant ; the latter he luckily fefied 
to the earth by a single blow ; and, af^er a tedious 
oombat, he struck down O'Kelly with a mortal 
wound. The servant, in the mean time, had par- 
tially recovered ; and Hussey compelled 1^ to taka 
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tp Ae body of his master, and bear it to the 'Eng^ 
ish cxinip. When Berminghaiii heard * the account 
j£ this gallant exploit, he immediately confened the 
lonour of knighthood on his page, and assigned 
bim a large estate out of the forfeited possessions of 
the O'Connors. 

The death of his ally did not check the opera^ 
tions of Edward Bruce. He extended his ravages 
Lo the very walls of Dublin, and filled the capital 
with consternation. The Earl of Ulster, havings 
been married to a sister of the Scottish King, waar 
suspected of &yourinff the pretensions of Bruce ; and' 
his inaction during the incursion seemed to prove,' 
that he was not a steady supporter of his rightnil so* 
vereign. • On thi». account, he was seized and thrown! 
into prison by the chief magistrate of Dublin : nor* 
could all the remonstrances of the English govem-r 
ment procure for a long time his liberation. Walter'; 
de Lacy, after having solemnly disavowed all con-> 
nection with the Scotch, joined Bruce, and acted aa^ 
His guide, in the mardi of the invaders, throu^f 
Meath and Leinster. I^ed by this traitor, Bruc& tia- 
Tersed Ossory, and even penetrdted into Munster;i 
but the savage devastations of his licentious soldiery: 
alienated the afiecti<ms of the inhabitants, who weie*' 
previously disposed to regard him as a liberator; 
and the Geraldines were easily enabled to collect- an ^ 
anny sufficient to prevent his further advance. ' 

The soldiers of the Geraldines were too deficient* 
in arms 'and discipline for the leaders to hazard a teni 
gqlar battle; but they were soon reinforced by the> 
sew Lord-deputy, Roger Mortimer, who landed at i 
Waterfbrd with a train of forty knights and their' 
attendants. Bruce was - now compelled to retreat, : 
wbich he did with precipitation, leaving the Lacys> 



fidthteas jcbij^fiwa> . He ^ed 4ill Am castlcp aq^ 

in the.naUa a( £^»inMgbt.. , The £feigliBh ipteresf 
soon began to revive ; and the Pope ko^ hk^wer<r 
fid i^MistAiioe to fe8|9i!« )t8 ^ai»8»4ii«Epy*. S(Bot«iP( d 

anianmmnjarji^nin frag BAlemDlv- XSEPtMMlii&i MTiipft 

Bcttce «id. dl bi9 jidh^fiQfi^.})iit; mnEfr pmtirri^ip 
dtoae pr]^9t9 iy}ia had pre^^rd 9Q..js9»|onalj^:in:J^ 
Qttise, This: intei&ren^ loew^p ii«fe bM».«^ 
|Med; for .&fiMiaRlb«i» J[rfA/fN(kieeB..<iffiit>iib4^^ltf»<i 

fiiU Mi/^m^'^^»^^ M 

jiiflipt0d.fiQ^f^Miii»ti[f#, Jl.jB^ ^^Uwk 

Qii$alQgtt<> of cnmmk^mi,^ ibxffi Mi ^loethw^ if^ 

ffjtmmiea^ Xhe mM^wfti jo^ thcwiw4(B rio; ^iwrt 
on tbe^Afuoe .«e«l^ 9» ^infviaGMm»t^«f .^ 
]iad;.ftlie.ii^itry doae Jp^j^t ^fftl^Ji^^iiNL ^l^mfwd » 
mpmalro9MMift.thAn^jdblol>hsv|r«fjaif3^opr fopK 
Mn X;Xl];. immittfsd tlM4)p^ Jp i£4i¥MA. «#i 
% mDODUQ^adation i9 >»d|QM» ;iill.tb(es(e iwgcoqgf, Jijr 
swid-cferiQal; .lM:tb^;3t|i^i^^ the iQ<liw$ry ;^;e9^|»i 
tie^mtrodui^jte.of my ioiprpffi^^ 
. After iiiQ.df^aitiirP pf j^vtiD«si;t.i^^.fu]m^^ 
tian.«»8 iptrusted sucoe^ipr^ to .^^.ii^liliUtK^ 
o£ Cashd md I^uhlwi^ !Ihey. pnblistifd jlh^ MA9i»{ 
<yflfnnmHiw^kw» . and Pid«red A^m tp bfi;md 4^7 
a^ ««9try nuuB i^btoy^^i in tb^ -Eiii^lMibiftin^x. IQik 
AMbishpp.pf .Anof^. did not qp^fiii^ h^MpH .10* 
spirknal wfm^i^i hin resided ooi^t9p4y ip 4ifi pioiipi? 
aiidippk jui act^np pifrt j^idirp^bg all miUUiy ope« 
'^♦ipna. la .thfi^ »9#aD lim? 9 . Bruee!? §rmy jw fiBOf , 
thevj]9PflthonjU^£XtE«i»iti^i:^4ll^ Shut 
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the noithem distoieta^ .ivhickhad kin desolate 

tece tke ooxniDjeiiGeiiient of the war, he eouldnot 

jocuxe any sobsistenoe for his followfifs. The most 

pthaome and ravolting ofa§ects woe eagerly aouflfat 

f the famishing wretches ; and we are assured, waft 

ley efea fed on Ae defid bodies of tiieir biefliren. 

^ohest Sroce, h^aiing of hia bvother's precarious si^ 

wtaqm, made hasty pr^aiations to bring hkn xelie^ 

Bt b^r iiais.iQjeans onlyaceeleniledliisririn. Jealous 

f hia lm)tl^ar'8 finne, Edffvwd detennined that vk^ 

>ry ahould be entirdy his owoi and: hastily led hit 

Kces against Str Richard B«nninghain, who had 

dvanoed into Ulster at the head.offiileeB thousand 

len ^A* X>. IdM). The fate of. Iielaad was de« 

ided 4t the balde of Dnndalk- The famished Soots 

rare hrdFtn l^ the physipal streiigth of their oppof 

wnts.; tJbe Iri^ &lt th«t.. they fei^ht sunder i^. cam 

)f the chorob ;. while JihtiBi^Uttk '.iruk inuaed by tha 

relief tbat heaiwa was.on ^eir side^ asd .that the 

ilessiiig pronpuBced on theie anas by therpriimite^ 

bat very mpmiiig^ itndered thenl tavinaible* In 

)^e> midst of the engi^ment, Bniqe .was idnffled : on| 

>j an English knight, named Mfimn ;• and so fn^ 

loos was die encounter, that bo& M dead tdigether 

>n the plain, Tlie carnage was fiightful ; for qwp* 

w was re&sed to wretehes who hfudi incurred the 

imalties of ^iv^ommunioBtion. A few escaped by, 

^ir superioi^ knowledge, of the*.couQtry, and o^tr](ed; 

^ ^itJbnttlvw certain uitelligene^ that, their hopes 

' indepcndenee were frustrated for ever. In a lev 

%» after, Robert Bmce arrived on^the eoast ; but 

Ming-of his brother's hte, he- immediate retired.; 

M Baiaungllam, thue^: fieed fipm all appwhensioiui. 

'^^SeotcJi^Ied backUs nctorioto troops, bamg 
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&8t enielledfiroin their lands die t<niardi»ihafc lri|f 
been the most zealous supporters of Bruce. Tht 
successful general was created Earl of LouCb, and 
baron of Atheidee-— a distinction which he well de- 
seryed. 

The evils of war are not to be measured merely by 
the number of the dain, or the extent of devastabon; 
there are frequently calamities m<»e oppressive, and] 
more -permanent}' which escape the notice of the o^ 
dinary historian. Bruce had been slain, his follow* 
ers dupersed, and tranquillity of some kind restored; 
but the land was desolate, the exchequer empty, tbe 
soldiers mutinous for pay, the people starving for 
lack of food. The great barons, who always main- 
tained a large train of followers, were unable to sai^ 
port their retainers, and they began to exact what 
they called '^ coyne and livery, " — ^in other word^^ 
pay and food fi)r their soldiers. This oompendipuB 
mode of simporting an. army, by quartering it i|mne- 
diately on the people^ has<been rbore than onoe tried 
in Ireland. . It has been found ran excellent meaid 
of QDU verting a petty disturbance into aformids^ 
insurrection,' and of di£Pusing .through some devoted 
district, intense hatied of a government that exposed 
the peasant's little property to licensed founder, an4 
his wives and daughters to insult and pollution. 
But the Irish oligarchies never were famous for look- 
ing to remote consequences. They did not fear the 
sen, whom they crushed down by their brute force ; 
but the wretch incapable of obtaining open redress, 
sought for secret; revenge.' They believed that tk 
money wrung from their oppressed tenants was dea^ 
gaiii ; but they saw not, that, when the -^bstantial 
yeomanry fled )hefoie extortion, and their places wen 
supplied by miserable thralls, that the limd was no 
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^DngeFvfflelentiy: cukiTated, and tibal their actual let- 
ceipCs bore an amaaing duproporticn to tbtk nomi- 
lud rent-roH. . The £ri)le of ^ boy and the goose 
Aat laid gdden egg8>' has been often £iithfu% and 
iatally reidixed in Ireland* The landlord that fobs 
lus tenantry of a fiur share of their profits^ is his oim 
worst* enemy ; he destroys all motives to industry ; 
he puts a stop to ihrifnpiovement of his own ground{ 
he -actually cMflTers a premiom for exhausting the £bf» 
tHity of his own land. . If no better motive has any 
influence over the minds of Irish propaetons, 8el& 
interest ought long since to- have shown them ihe 
rtnsk that such short-sighted avarice was bringing on 
Uieinsdves as well as on their country; • and it nughty 
if miserable pride had not interfered^— ^fhe pride.of 
showing an enonnous rent-roll^ in which tne first 
figure to the left was norely significant. *^ It is i««ll 
to bare : at least > the naaEie> of &e things " is recorded 
as an Anglo^Insh psroverb. in the earliest times ; and 
this loVe.of the name^ without die reality, continues 
to tbe piresent day% It is easy to swell the nominal 
income, by demanding IaIO per acre for ground not 
worth balf * the sum ; but the tenant will be unaUe 
to-perfoiin his promise. In. many such, cases, he 
will pay very litde; in most, nobbing. . But we have 
d^restsed £rom die first establishment of the system 
to its -present modified operation, and must now re* 
srnne the regular coune of our narration. 
• The exaction of coyne and livery was first com* 
meneed by Maurice Fitz-Thomaa of Desmond ; and 
ttM-seventy with vrhich this arbitrary tax was levied, 
wasao gnia^-that Baron JFinglas declares '^ it would 
deaftroy heM, if used in the same. " Finglas was 
Chief Btton of the Inah Sxcfaequer, and, subsquently, 
Chief Justice of thellCingVJBench; in the rcjgn.dT 
VOL. I. ' G ' * 
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Henry VIII. ; and his brief aiecoinit of tecvibrfliat I 
followed from this tynumy, comes to us xeoGsniBBid* 
ed by the weight of judioal Siiithority, indepettdeot 
of the internal evidence of its trudi* JEle says, *^ Hem 
silJience did the Gersldines of Moonster, the But^ 
len, ne Geialdines of Leiaster, obedieady obey ^e 
King's lawes m Izkmid ; but contimiilly alEed then^ 
sdves wilih Irishmen, useing eontinnally coyne ajod 
Irrery, wherdby all the londe is now of Insh rale^ ex«* 
c^ the little English Pale, wkhin the counties oi I 
Dublin and Myeth, and Uiiell (Louth), whidh passe 
not ^uity or iaoitf miles ia compasse. Item, in the 
forsaid mannere tor the ladce of puma^ent of the 
grete lordes of Mounstere by Boinistracione of ju8« ' 
tice, they, by ther extortione of coyne and livnry, and | 
othir abunone, have esEpeiled all the Englieii free- 1 
h^ders and inhabitants out of Mounster ; so that in i 
fiftie yeres passkl was none ther obedieat to the ] 
Kyng's kws, except cities and walled townes ; and 
soo ^18 hath been the decaie of Mounster. " Tlie 
G>ei«ldtne8 unhesitatingly seized on the hmds of all 
the proprietors whom 'dieir oppression drove into ex» 
He ; and in a very few yeans Desmond was the prince, 
rather ihan the proprietor, of Waterford, Cotk, Kerry, i 
and Lmieiick. Thus began the £ital system under 
which Ireland continues to naSkr at the present hour ; 
a 'system pursued witii little variation by every raee 
of landloids which the different revolntions introduo* 
ed ; a system of giving the land only to miseraUe 
8et&, and discouraging, by eiwry meaas, the growtir 
of an independent middle class. The feudal barons 
drove out the first race of feeeholdos ; the aadep' 
takers in the reigns of Elizabeth and James^ lefbsed 
to grant leases on such teims as would encoarage a 
tenant to expend capital and industry on the hmd ; 
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tlie CroBrvrelfian seftders steadily pvwsiied the same 
comae ; their descendants, through the greater part of 
dbe ksk oeBtury^ m^xuiaUy discouniged the [Mrotestant 
or £ng1]^ tenant, vfao refused to ^y a rent whiph 
wraM di^rhre him of every comfort, and who £^ 
himself entitHed to the rights of a cituen, and the 
pioteetion of equal hnro. The naitaral ccmsequenoe 
has been, diat the landlords have heaped up the Hi»r 
fteiii^ of a servile way, ever ready to explode ; and 
kanre Isept ^e ecMontry on the Teige of a general 
Agrarian inRurection, whose danger k mcreased hjp 
the fielent means used to cheek its partial eruptions* 
The oonduct of the dergy, M this periods was not 
iwh as flhonld have been «iqpooled mm ministers cS 
the gospel of .peace* lite ecdeciastias only imitat- 
ed the barooa in setting the English government ait 
lefiance; but there was more consiatenjcy, more unity 
if purpose and design, in die opposition of the ^»* 
litiial aristocracy* The barons wore fie^ently forced 
to yield ; but the pnlates uniformly prevailed in 
Wery contest* One cireumataBce iUiusUfitive of the 
kiing spirit manifestad by the bishops, as well a9 of 
he kidicrous fimatirian of dw age, deserves to be 
eoocdei (a* d* IdS4). Richard Ledred, Bishop 
li Oasory, hsfing, £»r some amknown reason, b^ 
ODie the 0wmy of a noMe lady, named Dame Alic0 
Metier, mmmoned her, with h«r son and several of 
ler dependents, before his spirituid courts on a charge 
tf witcfaadi. The indictment "was won^oufily spe- 
afic, and the overt acts charged as precise as possi* 
»le* 6he waa accoaed of going thcoij^ Kilkenny 
rvery evening, iramcdiatdly before curfew, sweeping 
he reftne of the streets to her wm's door, and mut^ 
ering the poetic Jaca&taftion-v* 



* To' die lunue of 'Wilfitin my lony 
Hie all the wealth of Kilkexmy town. " 

' It was further aUeged^ that she made assigna^c 
i^ear a cross-road, with a demon named Rolnn Ai 
tysson, and provided a strange supper fer her Strang 
paramouri to wit, nine red cocks', and eleven pea^ 
docks' eyes. After this delicate repast, h was state 
that Alice and Robin werie accustomed to hdp di^ 
gestion by taking an evening excorsion all the wc 
over ; and the broomstick which served as her chai 
ivas produced in court. Finally, it was stated tl 
a sacramental wafer, on which me name of the det 
was inscribed, had beea found in her chamber. NtH^ 
withstanding this body of evidence, the lady vh8i»\ 
quitted ; but one of her attendants was found gtul^ 
and executed. But the Bishop was not so easnj 
foiled. The lady was again brought to trial, on i 
new charge of heresy, convicted, and burned at th< 
Stake ; and Adam Duff, a gentleman of a respectably 
family in Leinster, being convicted of the same of^ 
fence, shared the same fiite. Lord Amcdd de 1^ 
Poer, seneschal of the palatinate to which Kilkehnj 
then belonged, disgusted at these exhibiti«>s o| 
tningled folly and barbarity, interfered to clieck Le<l^ 
Ted's proceedings. The Bishop immediately arreAi 
jed him as a heretic ; and when the Lord-deputy isj 
terfered for his protection, the undaunted prelate exi 
tended his charge to that p^sonage himselE 
' In Ireland, now was exhibited the jextraordin^ 
spectacle, of the chief governor arraigned before Ih^ 
Bench of Bishops on a formal chaige of lieresyi 
All the business of the State was siispended^ fbr^ 
Lord-deputy was' also Chancellor. Parliameii^ thei^ 
sitting, was unable te- proceed widi any buidii^ 
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nd the courts of law were dosed. After a long) 
nd tedious trial, the Lord-deputy waa formally ao-r 
Ipitted, and testified his joy .by a magnificent biin- 
pet, apen to all comers. Lord de la Poer was not. 
i^ally foitunate. He had been seized by the Bi- 
ibic^ in the first instance, and perished in the vun 
BT^le dungeon to which he had been confined*, 
lyifot satisfied vrith this vengeance, the Bishop ap- 
pealed to Rome, and obtained a Papal brief, exhort- 
Dg the King to prevent the growth of heresy in Ire*> 
^d. But the mischief luckdy reverted on the head 
^ its author. Ledred was himself accused of he*' 
nsy before his m^etropolitan, and forced to save him- 
ieif by a precipitate retreaL The remainder of his; 
prorthless life was spent in poverty and exile; but 
iie effects of his mischievous ^orts were long and 
ksting. 

- A. D. . 1327. — ^During the administration of the 
Earl of Kildare, a civil war commenced, in which: 
tbe greater part of the Enghsh barons were engaged*. 
The cause of this furious contest was the most tri-.* 
vial imaginable. The Lord de la Poer had called' 
Maurice of Desmond a rhymer ; and Maurice, pro-: 
jbably beheving that the imputation of any literary- 
attainment was inconsistent with the barbarous digr 
nity which he affected^ resolved to revenge the af- 
^nt by arms. The Butlers and Bermi^ghams. 
joined the side of Maurice. . De la Poer was assist-^ 
td by die De Burghos* The struggle was long and- 
dubious; for, though Poer was easily driven firom,' 
his, territories, his allies could not be subdued with, 
equal facility.. The lands were laid waste by the fu^ 
; lious inroads of the rival partisans; and tbe Irish' 
r,a^^ in Leinster took advantage of these commo-r 
tioas to revolt. In the midst of th^ tumults Kil* i 
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dne dkdf and was auooeedad b j Rogtr Ondan^ SoMfi 
e£ KOmaa^iani. 

The first effort of the pfekte.waa to reoonqilr tki 
barons ; and in this be sncceeded the move eaattyv m 
they were alanned at tke eiUent of th^ own dmat^ 
asians. The Irish septs, hopdess c£ suoceas^ ds^ 
tendered their submission, and Wun petitioned t^ 
be admitted io the privileges of British sabjeets^ 
But the bacons were too fend of their old systenl 
oi poUcy, to allow those whom th^ destined te| 
be their serft to obtain tbe privileges of freeainb 
They declared the pioposed grace injurious to thfl 
cause of English asceadancyy and, by their eom^j 
blued infiuence, disappointed at once both King aai\ 
people. j 

The Iri^ wem justlT indignant at this gross mi 
stance of tyranny and injustice. They inunediate^l 
took in> arms, and, ran^ng tbsmselves under the ban- 
ners of CBrian, Prince of Thomond, obtained seve« 
sal advantages over tbe l^igCish in Leinster. Tbeirl 
career was maiked by mtldess massacre aid deso- 
lation. We are told, that on one occasion, they sai^i 
rounded a churek in which about eighty En^isk 
gettleit were assembled. These mifbrtunate victinM^ 
hopeless of eseape, petitioned for the safety of their 
pastor ; but even this was refused. The priest wasthei 
fiat victim. He was dain at the very abar, toid tlie 
consecrated dements tramplad in the dust. The ia^ 
vadesB had first diown &e exan^e of despisiiigstt 
Ibat wasin that age deemed holy. The example wm 
reverted on themselves, and they were doomed to paf 
a heavy penalty for their former excesses* The Lm? 
deputy, finding the finses of the government nnsUs 
to queU the insurrection, solicited the aid of Ma^ 
ike of Deanond, and taeated with this han^h^ii^ 
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Hst' mwe as m vAfendeo/^ prinee th«n a feudal 
3aron. To secure the support <^ Maurice, he was 
it«ated Eari o£ DesnaoDdy aiid his temtories erected 
isto « eeimty paladae, in which he was allowed to 
ttereise independent jurisdiction. The ntnnher of 
Hak tin ates was shoitly after increased to nine ; Cai^ 
iowy Wexford, KiALenny, Leix, Meoth, Ulster^ and 
ihe teiiitoriea of the Earls of Deanond and Ormond. 
the palodne lords in fliese districts OLettaaed all the 
lights of sovereign princes; made haronsand knights; 
Rerdsed both criminal and civil juriscl[etion ; ap- 
pointed their own officers of justice ; and daimed the 
1^ o£ -making war and peace at their pleasure^ 
^hdxT sodh eircmnstiBiees^ the authority of govern- 
ment was merd^^ nominal, and the country was in 
cfiect divided into several independent sovereignties 
beyond the control of the crown. 

Sui^ was the condition of affairs when Sir An- 
tfeny Lucy was appointed to the goTemroent. He 
M an English km^t, eminently distmguished for 
^risdom, firmness and valour, and there was nireky 
in: oeeasion when such qualifications were more re- 
qtmite in a Ictfd-deputy. Suspecting that the Irish 
«ne secNidy encoun^ed in their depredatioiis by 
^ barons, he 8iimm<med a pailiaaieDt to meet him 
■(KiHcenDy. The thinness of the attendance, and 
lbs pretexts used by those who Hd come fev depart* 
ing again, converted his suspiiAow into cetamty, 
aad he took the decisive measure of anwsting all t&s 
ksding nobks. Desmond, Mandevilk, the two Ds 
Sttghos, and the two Bmiinghams, mete thrown 
iito prison by the npirited Deputy, and so(»i after 
bn»aghtto triak W iBiam Bermingham was Gonvictt> 
^na the clearest evidence, and immediately exeeut- 
4^ \DesmoBd WM fened, after » long €onfiDei»»l,^ 
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'togivegraat surety? for fais .appearaaieef'and wiuJliu^ 
sent into England. ^ • 

The Irish, nobles would scarcely havesabDaktedi 
to this rigour, but that £dirard was -expected -ta 
'toome over in pecsob, and strictly inveatigBte the 
•state of affairs in Irdand. Extensive prefMiatioiis 
'were made, apparently foi- this expedition ; but ihsy 
#ere only intended to veil the monardi's rest ^- 
aigns against Scotland. The> forces collected oft the 
western coast were' suddenly ordered to march notth-r 
wards ; and Ireland ims, as usual, neglected. ■ IW 
only measure taken to tranquillize th& tsountr}^ was 
the most injudicious that could possibly be adopted. 
The Prior of Kilmainham was directed to eater into 
terms of accommodation with aU the insuigenftSL of 
English and Irish race. He thus, indeed^ for: a 
time, restored a hollow tranquillity ; but he revelled 
to the^^ disaffected the secret of their own strei^h, 
and the royal weakness. About the same time, an 
eveiit ilaught with the most pernicious consequences 
occurred./ Th& Earl of Ulster was assassinated- -by 
Ills own servants at Carrickfeigus ; and hisOoaai-* 
tess, with her iniaxii daughter, fled to Ei^laiicEdn 
consternation. The vast estates of De Bmgbo w^rs 
thus lefb without any adequate defence ; and the 
King, who, as guardian of thoin&nt heir, ought to 
liave held them in ward, took no measures for their 
security. Of course, they because ^e prey of mpine 
4Uid violence. The sept of the O'Nials took' up 
^arms, and,^ passing the river Bann, drote out the 
£nglish settlers, after a desperate resistance. They 
then parcelled out the conquered territories amongst 
themselves, and gave them the name of U^perand 
Xower Clan-Hugh-Boy, in honour of their leader^ . 
,Hugh-Boy.O*Nial» . XtMs Earl's po^isessioiis-in C^h? 
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r^WUif^ '^irere 'sefsed'bythe jtinior branchdff of the 
De Burghos ; and,' as the usurpeis were* conscious 
ifaat • the law of- England would deprive them of 
Aviv acquisition, they resigned at once the English 
law, language and name, and assumed the character 
of 'Irish toparchs, under the title of MacWillianv 

. ^[ki^er and MacWilham Eighter, that is, the fur- 
Ihev and nether ]V$ae William. Similar degeneracy 
.was exh&ited in- almost every part of the country ; 
omd it soon became proverbial, that the descendants 
oC English settlers were HtBemis ipsis Hibemioresr 
*^ more Insh Aan the Irish themselves. " 
, tTbe course- adopted by the government under 
these circumstances was so unsteady and vacillating^ 
that the ev^ hourly increased.^ In a moment. of 
impetupus indignation, Edward .issued a proclania- 

• tioBy.that none but' those of English birth should be. 
eligible to any office ; but, finding the Irish aristo- 
eraey preparing for resistance, he limited the exdlu-^ 
si<m to the native -Irish, and eventoally excepted 
from its operation all those who had obtained chiai- 
tciS'of privflegeft Again, he encouraged the Lord* 
deputy Uffiard in his vigorous efforts to control the 
Earls of Desmond and Kildare; but immediately) 
after, he took both these lords into favour, in ordnr 
to procure their aid in the invasion of France. The* 
Irish forces were honourably distinguished by theiT' 
achievements in the French war ; and Kildare show*, 
ed so much valour at the si^e of Calais, that he re»; 
oeived the honour of knighthood from the King's 
0$fn hand* But these &vours only served to eacalt 
the pride of the Geraldines, and to -make them less 
ifidiiisd to yield obedience as subjects. 
; A. IX 1353. — ^The only gleam of sunshine in; 
lUf kngand gioomy, period was the, brief adminis««' 
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iRitioD of Sir ThoDMs Edceby. Mild m imnimf 
neoy and upright in hi» oonduety Htm excdlmil gd; 
Temar saceesBmHy laboured to coneiliafte all putm 
by justice and moderatioD. When adYised to mmth 
hiinself b j arts well known to all that went befion^ 
and many that sueceeded hioiy he nobly r^^died^ ^ i 
am served without parade or splendoor ; hat Ic^ lajP 
dishes be wooden, rather than my credkors wapaiii* 
Bttt the abilities of Rokeby were not equal to iie 
purity of his intentions. Indeed^ powers abodbftcfy 
nuraeulous were required to tranquillize a land, wheiQ 
every spot was filled with the elements of discoidt 
aid where every person lelt an inteiefit in cntting 
public disturbttice. 

^•D. Id61«— Edward) sedng the little x«specfe 
paid to his deputies, resolved to commit the govcnn 
nent of Ireland to his second son Lionel, Duke-jof 
Clarence, who had married the heiress of the £iri 
of Ulster. Extensive preparations were made to mi» 
able the young prince to conduct himself with "vigoar 
in ills new government; and the hijj^est &Epettatiao» 
were fcrmed of the ben^ta that were to Ib^low freot 
Im visit. By one fatal error, all these w^-ground*' 
od hopes were disappointed. The youthful Duka 
was surrounded by men of Eo^ish birth, who i&* 
doced him to slight the Loids of the Pale; andtibeaet 
haughty nobles re&ued to give bun die kasl asaafr- 
ance in his military operations. JaA to the guid* 
aace of his own inexpeiieoeed Ibtioweis, Lionel 
mardied against the O'Bciena of Thomand; -aiid^ 
from his ignorance of the country, was soon involfvad 
in difficulties from which he saw no means of eaea||^ 
In this mortifyii^ condition, he was oWged to ap» 
peal to the compassion of the Lorda of the Pal^ kf 
whom he was speedily relieved, and ev<ea enaUbdift 
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gafai some advantages tnerike emmjm • He ntuined 
aoDii; after to EngLuid^ having added a new and dan* 
gesoua distinetion to the pacties, by which Hbk com* 
try was aheady distraeted* Henceforth, the termay 
Sbfflish by birth, and English by blood, became m>* 
▼idioua madss of separation^ and caused new hosti* 
litiea as violent and inveterate as any yet recorded. 

After a brief absence, daring which the reina of 
govsanunent were held successively by the Earl of 
Ormond and Sir Thomas Daky the Duke o£ €la« 
nnoe retomedi and summoned a parliament to con* 
aiih on the state of the country (a. d. 1367 )• The 
most numerous and respectable assembly ^lat had 
hitherto been convened in Ireland met on this oce&« 
aiott at Salkemiy. The result of their labours ima 
an act meinoiaUe in the dark annals of Irish legiilft» 
tiotty the cdehrated Statuts of ELilkbnj^y. It 
iKOvidad, that marriagei fosterage, or gossipred widi 
the Iti^ or submission to the Irish law, should be 
ooosideMd and pimished as high treason. Itde<t 
dnad, that if any man of Eng^osh descent should 
uaie an Insii name, the Irish language, or observe 
Ixisii customs, he should fofleit hia estatee^ until 
eutitf was given for his confomity to Englirii 
tuts. It was also dedaied penal, to preaenta aaci* 
Lndimaa (that is, one who had not purchased a 
cshatter of deniaation) to any benefice, or to reoeive 
Hat into any monastery. And final^, ft waa striictly 
fiadbidden to entertain any mtive bard^ minstrd, or 
storp-tdler^ or to admit an Irish hocse to graze on 
tfaBuasture of a li^ subject I 

Tida precious specimen of l^gisbition was landed 
aaia maatopiece of policy, by those who thought 
that the conversion of the EnffHsh into merelrisb 
wttAegnatdai^iefftobei^preaendQd^ and even in 
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hter- fcimes^ there knrebeeti-ibiind soane ta jcin m die, 
eulogy. Yet, could there be any thing more impolitic 
than thus to denounce all the institutions, ci^aad 
leligiousy of a people not yet subdued — and this too^ 
after all their petkions &r admission within- the pak 
of the English law had been contumeliously neglect* 
ed ? In &ct, the Irish were forced, by their oppres-^. 
sorsy to retain their ancbnt system, and then pimish* 
ed for their adherence to what they would gladlj 
ha.ve resigned. In the words of Lord Clare, .^^^it 
was a dedaration of perpetual war, not only againsfe. 
the native Irish, but against every person of Englidi 
blood, who had settled beyond the Umits of the pale, 
and from motives of personal interest, or convenience^ 
had formed connexions with the natives, or adopted 
their laws and customs : And it had the full cfiect 
which might have been expected ; it drew dosec the 
confederacy it was meant to dissolve, and implicated 
the colony of the pale in ceasdess war&re 4iad coo* 
tention with eadi other, and with the inhabitants. of 
the adjacent district. " The conduct of the ^elexgy 
is not the least astounding part of this extraordinaiy 
proceeding. Not satisfied with their efforts in^cm* 
veying the statute through the parliament, they .de» 
nounoed anathemas and excommunications . on all 
those who disobeyed its provisions ; declaring that 
every thing Irish was an object of abhorrence to God 
and man. Three of these bishops were themselves 
Irishmen ; aud we may well be surprised at the vini- 
lenee with which tliese apostates branded the. insti- 
tutions of their violence. . But our wonder ceases 
when we. learn,, that tithes and other ecclesiastic. ex- 
actions were always resisted in those districts, where 
the Brehon law prevailed. 
: But the. Statute of K^kenny. Mkd ta prqdofle the 
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&^/Sts tllat Edward . anticipated. The ' insuir^ctio^ 
and civil wars continued ; the alutbority of the Lords^ 
deputy was disregarded ; and the expense of the Irish 
^CHremment became a serious burden to the British 
Parliament (a. ]>. 1376.) Sir William Windsor, the 
liord-de'puty, by the Toyal command^ assembled th« 
parliament of the pale ; but they pleaded poverty, and 
lefiised the supplies. Edward had recourse to the ex- 
traordinary measure of . summonii^ a species of Irish 
parliament to meet him in England. The Bishops 
were directed to send over two of the clergy from every 
diocess ; the commons were ordered to send two re- 
presentatives from each county, and two burgesses 
from each city and borough. The returns made to 
these writs of summons prove clearly, that the pre- 
lates were as little disposed to submit to the royal 
power as the barons. The greater number of dio- 
cesses expressly prohibited their deputies from con- 
senting to any subsidies ; and the counties and cities 
followed their example. Cork, Youghal, Ross, and 
a few other places, gave full powers to their repre- 
sentatives ; but the limitation placed on the majori- 
ty rendered the whole proceeding nugatory. Money 
was the only thing the King wanted, and money was 
precisely the subject on which the different constitu- 
encies prevented the deputies from deliberating. The 
deputies went over and assembled at Westminster ; 
but as they had no authority, their debates were a 
mere idle form, and they soon separated. During 
the remainder of Edward's reign, the royal authority 
continually declined, and the unrestrained excesses of 
the 'barons kept the country in a state of the utmost 
misery. Foreign merchants refrised to visit the hap- 
less land without special letters of protection. Trade 
and commerce were, consequently, all but extinguish- 
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ed. New adventurers coming over fiom Engfand^ 
inflamed dissensiona by their graqnng avarice ; and 
&e deigy, already demoralized, were further dc^gnid* 
ed by bemg employed to raise and lead anniea, winch 
the crown feared to intrust to the barcHis. These 
were the fatal consequences of Edward's foreign wars, 
which withdrew his attentions from his domestic con- 
eems, and prevented him from applying any remedy 
to the evUs wtidi he saw and vaiiuy lamented. 
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CHAPTER VIL 

7%e Hisiory of Ireland dming the Civil Ware hetween the 
Boueee of Yirrk ami Lamoaika; 

TflS aocesaon of the unfoitnnate Riobaisd II. had 
no immediate eiFect upon die affivrs of Ireland. The 
expenses, however, of its misgoirerDment, caHed the 
sttaDtion of the British Parliament to die state of 
that coantry, and they adc^ted the jodicioiis measure 
of conq>elling absentees to vetom under pain of fer« 
ieiture. The war with France and Scotland, though 
Bot yigoroud J maintained hy any of the belligerent 
powers, wasted them all by die encouragement it af* 
horded to predatory expeditions. The coast of Ire« 
knd was long infested by a Frendi fleet, until, at 
length, the enemy was overtaken in the harbour of 
Kinsale by the Englidi, and complet^ defeated. 
Litde of importance occurred during the administra* 
tioBs cS. die Earl of March and Sir Philip Courtney* 
The 4attcr governor was removed in conse^oimce of 
his illegal extortions ; but historians have not ieooid» 
od the particulars of his crimes and punishment. The 
government was next conferred on the King's prime 
fevorurite, Robert de Vere, Earl of Oxford, and Mar* 
quis of Dublin. Extraordinary preparations wei» 
made for his departure ; but when he had proceeded 
as fer AS Waies» Richaid found himself undbla t^ 
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part with his minion, and the administiatlon was 
managed by his deputies. 

The English nobilitj soon revolted against the 
dominion n^ich Oxford exercised ; and, after a brief, 
struggle, he was driven into Flanders. His crea-. 
tures in Ireland shared his £iite. They were stripped 
of their power, and the administration confided to 
Sir John Stanley,, and^-^a^nrajjcls to the Earl of 
Ormond. The latter acted' with more vigour tfaaA 
his predeoessQi& He^ccHnpeUed the O'Neids o{ 
Ulster to give hostages; for .their fidelity ; and he 
gained a great victory at Kilkenny over a numerous 
toay .6f Inah insurgents. The idisordeiiBd state dT 
behnif however, continued to be. the subject oC 
biitet ccwiplaints in the : English parliamfflit ; ani 
the .King: at le&gth resolved to lead over a sufficient 
aiBiy, and comiplete .the conquest of ; the cou&tcy« 
He is said to have formed. this. resolution, partly l)e<r 
eause he dreaded the Duke of Gloucester, who was 
first nominated to the c(^nmand,\but |)i3ncijpal}y oa 
aiBcoiint- of a sarcasm uttered, by. some ponces of 
Gfixmanyvr when. Richard canvassed tbem for his 
election I to the.empice.. Having, maiiied a Bohe* 
iOahtk princiesB^ Jie .trusted .that, by .this connection, he 
bad 4icquiied sufficient interests to be chosen Em- 
pccob . But the ; electors, xefu^ed to confer' die dig* 
ukyiQn.one who had .been! unable to defend the ac« 
^[lusitiens made by. his ancestors in Franoe-.-who 
could ,Dot:€ontisol the. Actions . of his English sub- 
jects, nor subdue; the jcaemies of his . authority in 
JbeUmd* 'The.tnith. of this r^oach made it the 
more bitter,; /and .JKichar^ determined to acquire 
military; fiime in. Ireland, . where, he. had the ^esi 
lteM|ieets :of success. ,.. . 
V A powecJEul: anny^Jed by the lOng^i^ pe^Ry 
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cottid not be resisted by the Irish toparchs. Am 
soon as Richsrd landed, the native princes and th« 
barons hastened to tender their allegiance, and per* 
£:>nn homage. The vain-glorious King was satisfied 
with this appearance of submission; he traversed 
the country in all the pomp of military triumph, gbA 
soon returned to England, after having expended 
enormous sums, and performed absolutely 'nothing* 

The young Eadi of Marefa^ who remained in 
Iceland as Lord-deputy, fiUaHy experienced how de« 
lusive were the submissions wnich Richavd had ac- 
cepted. It had been sti^pulated> thai the hy^ s^rts 
dtould comjrfetely evacuate Leinster ; but when th« 
time for the peiionnanoe of the agreement arrivedy 
they not only refused to stir, but boldly took up 
arms. In this petty war the Earl of March was 
ahun, with several of his con^panions ; and Mae« 
Murchard, m^o, though pensioned by the King^ 
headed the revolt, severely harassed the Englifih set- 
tlements^ no longer protected by the forces of. the 
peputy. When the news of these events reached 
England, Richard at once detemiined on a seoend 
expedition into Ireland, to aivenge his cousin's deatb. 
Orders were issued for levying forces and Eaisng 
money ; but the royal enusMtiies bdaved so hanJdy 
in the execution ot theae commands, that the dis^ 
affection which the King's miseonduct had already 
caused soon beeime universi^ The banishment, 
of Hereford, and the illegal scizuie of his pater* 
nal property, had justly offended that powei&il and 
popular nobleman* He had previoudy formed an 
extensive connection with a great body (x the Eng* 
Ush iioblHty; and Riehard, just helm his dqnr- 
tare, added to the s^iMtb of the (lenspiaey, 1^ 
proclaiming the Eail of Northumteland atrait«> 

vet. !• H 
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and his lands forfeited. Having thus almost wantonly 
provoked.a rebellion, Richard set sail, and on the 
Idth da^i^ of May arrived in Waterford. 

The entire progress of the weak monarch was 
marked by vanity and incapacity. When a great 
part of the season had been wasted in idlo pasade, 
be advanced against the enemy through a difficult 
country, .where no provisions could be procured^ 
MacMurchard, secure in his fastnesses, could not 
be forced to an engagement. He left the English 
to contend with his formidable allies-^fatigue and 
fiimine Vt-neAemies that soon thkmed the ranks of 
the invaders. Richard, forced to retreat before a» 
enemy, he demised, had recourse to negptiation ; bu^ 
his terms were haughtily rejected by M acMurchard» 
Irritated by these cUsappointments, the King vowed 
never, to rttnm, until he had chastised the insolent 
chieftain ; but the news that reached him firom Eng-- 
land soon compelled him to change his resolution* 
Unfavourable winds had prevented any intercourse 
between the two countries ii)T some weeks ; and 
when tlie weather changed, the news of Hereford's 
invasion, and its r^id success, came upon him like 
a thunderbolt. Even in this, crisis, he neglected all* 
reasonable precautions ;^<-he delayed in Ireland un- 
til the Welch army, collected by the Earl of Salis-^ 
bury, dispersed in despair ; and he returned, with a 
scanty train^ to a country where he had no longer a 
friend. He threw himself into the Castle of Con- 
way, with the design of returniiig to Ireland ; but 
was betrayed into the hands of his rival, and soon 
after perished in prison. 

The usmpation of the House of Lano^r shook 
to its very foundation the English interests in Ire- 
land. . Henry. IV, .was too busily engaged in snp-. 



jjsresmhg thd' numerous insurrections/ which the'de-' 
feet o€ his title encouraged, .to. pay any regard to the 
state of a distant province. His son,- un^rtunately, r 
preferred the bairren laurels accquired in France, to 
the substantial advantages which might have been" 
acquired hearer home. During both these reigns, > 
the IrHah septs acquired fresh power and territory. 
Xhe^ henuaed in the settlers on every side, and were ' 
pasd a large tribute, for granting them a precarious 
protection. The Statute of Kilkenny could no long-' 
er be observed, for there was no force do exact the 
penalties for its violation. The barons degenerated* 
into Irish chieftains ; the exactions of' ^f coyne and. 
livery " were levied in. open violation of the law;; 
and the Royal authority was. so little regarded, i 
that many Peers disdained to attend their du*. 
ties in Parliament. The jealousy between the: 
descendants of the dd settlers and the English • 
by hirthy assumed the appearance of national hosti-: 
lity,; and. was rendered more virulent by the unwise* 
enactments of the English Parliament, and the in-, 
discriminajte rigour of the English administration. 
In' the beginning: of the reign of. Henry Y, an act- 
was passed prohibiting Irish. adventurers from coming 
to 'England; and all such 'as. had prtvioualy arrived 
were ordered to depart forthwith. This law was ex-> 
tended, by the insolence>and folly of the ministry, to 
die sons of the Irish nobflity in the universities' and 
inns of court. Stung by this insult, they returned 
home, . anxious to« harass - a government by ^\ch 
they had been st^matized, and: restrained &om'open 
rebefiion only by their dread of the native Irish. 
The governors and legal officers sent over» from Eng- 
land, scarcely deigned to disguise their contempt of 
the old colonists;, they even ventured to insult the 
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P«luBBeiilof the Fide; and wben the I^egtrfiiffy 
was anxious to preseot a petition of gnevaaces 4e 
the Sovereigiiy Uie Chancellor (Meibuiy) nfiiaed to 
affix the fleflj, ao that it oonld not be tfananiitte4 
The i^ipointment of the "Eui of Omond as Lovd> 
deputy, was a proof that the goTemment began to 
be conscious of ita enror in exdiuding the Irish no- 
bility from power ; and the tfaBooilHtjr whicb be esti^ 
Uished proved the wisdom of* this chai^ew But 
Onnond was guilty of some gmtii errors whidt asofs 
than counterbalanced his services. To aggcandiae 
their own power was ahf ays the poUcy of the Bat* 
leva; and in his haste to eflbct tms fiiyonrite dbjcct, 
the D^uty did not alwm observe the diotates ef 
equity, or even somd poEcJ^ In order to gain the 
assistance of the Earl of Desmond, in a strogi^ 
fcr power with the Talbots, Ormond not onkf pio* 
cured for that noUemaa a confirmation of bis titk 
and privileges, but also greatly extended his kutie' 
diction* James EaA of Desmond had obtained this 
rank by means equally criminal and extraordinaiEj* 
His nephew, the ris^&d heir of Desmond, offended 
die prejudices of hie retainers, by marrying a beaa* 
tifnl girl of inferior rank. They rose in nebdMiom 
forced him to surrender his title and estate* and 
drove him into exile. Through the firiendsbip of 
Ormond, James procured an acknowledgement of 
his daims from the Parliament, and penniasisB 
from the Crown to purchase what lands he pless- 
•d, under whatever tenure they were holden* . Hs 
was also constituted governor of the southern ooon* 
ties, and obtained the privilege of absentii^ hiip- 
aelf fi-om Parliament, and of voting on all qusS" 
tions by a sufficient proxy. The e£Pect of thiss 
nischisTous grants was soon manifested. Desnood 
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IMIilut* at the amne time, conscious of his own 
^tr€li^h, and jealous of Qnnond. Mutual insuhs 
#id recrimittctions cau^Bcnted their hatredy whidi 
ftiiaify ivoQgfat on open war. Desmond had suffi* 
eientf stfength to resist ihe forces of his maly though 
«uppehed by aH the streogth of the government; 
and,' after a desuhbry campaign^ concluded a truce 
'#ith «M the form of an independent soveieign. The 
imb of Ormond in Leinster, toc^ the opportunity 
df Ills absence to send over sndi representations to 
Henry YL as induced diat weak monarch to remove 
him from the government 

' Talbot, Earl of Slnew^ury, and now constituted 
Earl of Waterford, was the new Lord-deputy. He 
came attended by a gallant train, at the moment 
wbeii'fresh comndotions were beginning to arise, which 
fintunately his power overawed. Tl^ new Deputy 
was a violent enemy of the Butlers ; but Onnond was 
protected by. the personal friendship of the sovereign ; 
^aiid his &inily, grateful fer this kindness, continued 
ever after £nnly attached to the house of Lancaster. 
A. D. 1449.— A diange now took place in the go- 
'^^Mkiment, more important than any yet recorded, be- 
'Cause- its e£Pects were more permanent and extensive. 
- Bichtfd, Duke of Ycnk, descended from an elder bro*> 
thtr of the Prince, throu^ whom the reigning fiimily 
tjaiincd their right to the throne, was universally be- 
loved in England. His high birth and exalted station 
' were of little moment, compared with the influence he 
^^deriviifd from hiar exemphay virtues and consummate 
"^abifity. Valiant in war, prudent in council, e\o^ 
'^pent in debate, he was regarded by his peers as the 
'^W^itest ornament of their order. Conciliating in 
^^Ai nianners, of a kind disposition and fiiscinating 
^idfiesl, he vvon the hearts A the commons, but too 
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justly wearied of aristocratic insolence. Tb0 ooiW 
traat between this nobleman and his inglorious so^ 
vereign, was too glaring to e8Ciq>e observation. The 
claims of the house of .York to the crown began to 
be canvassed publicly ; and the disgrace of the.£i^- 
lish arms in France, rendered the people still moca 
discontented with the Lancastrian dynasty. .Mar- 
garet of Anjou, the proud queen of Hairy, s^w the 
danger to which her linsbaiid's crown was exposed^ 
by the popularity of the Duke. His power was too 
great for her to attempt any open attack ; and she 
therefore determined, on some honourable pretence, 
to Temove him from the country. It was asserted 
in England, that the native Iris^ had joined in a 
formidable confederacy, and that, unless speedy 
measures were ad<^ted, the English power iri thai 
icountry would be .^edily overthrown. This fur- 
nished n plausible pretext for appointing the Duke 
XfOrd*deputy ; and he was urgently entreated to 
hasten, with sdl speed, to suppress these inu^ginary 
commotions. The Priiice, wiser than his adversaries, 
showed no reluctance in accepting the ofilce. . He 
justly believed that his sons would .maintain the dig* 
nity of his family in England ; while he, closely id» 
lied to the De Buighos, heir to the earldom of Ulster, 
and the lordships of Connaught, .Clare, Tram, and 
Meath, could not fail to increase the number of hLs 
partisans, and tlie power of his iiouse in rlreland. 
'Before his departure, he took care to procure more 
extensive authority than had been grwted to his pre- 
-deeesso;:s- Besides the .uncc«tix)}led di^k>sal of the 
'Irish revenuej he stipulated for. a pension from £iiig- 
dand ; and he "claimed ,>the right of disposing: of the 
: King's land, andof appointing to all. ofijces civil and 
^military. In her eager hiiste to remove thp J}vk^ 
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from England) Moi^garet fcngot the dangerous iixflu- 
enee whidi sueh m^aralleled powers wcndd give the 
object <^ h«( 'jealousy in a country where the crown 
possessed no countertailuig authority. The Duke'a 
demands were readily granted, and he proceeded ta 
Ireland "with all the state of a soveieignA 
* The administration of the Duke of York is one of 
^e brightest periods in Irish history. For. years 
afteieiraniB, it was quoted as the time when peace and 
prosperity ruled the land ; when the excesses of fac* 
tion were restruned by impartial justice ; when the 
nalivre Irish, the English by birth and the English by 
blood) forgetting former imimosities, seriously applied 
themselves to improve the country which they inha- 
bited in common. Even now, after the h^pse of 
£our eenturie% the memory of these halcyon days is 
preSMved in popular tradition ; and at this hour, the 
wfake rose, the cognizance of the House of Yoric, is 
the ^Isvourite symbol of the partisans of the people. 
Thov^ aware of. the attachment of Ormond to the 
House of Lancaster, die Prince received him witli 
the aame kindness and attenticHi that he showed to 
the Gerakiines and De Burghos, his own faithful ad- 
herents. On the birth of his son, afterwards the un- 
fortunate Duke of Clarence, 'the Deputy invited Des- 
mond and Ormond to be the sponsors of the infant 
prince ; an honour which Desmond, filled with the 
extravagant ideas of gossipred that prevailed in Jre- 
Und, esteemed as almost raising him to an equality 
with the Duke, but which Ormond, enlightened by 
travel, viewed m its proper colours. The fedend 
transactions with the Irish princes were marked with 
a* regard to justice and good &ith, such as hiad been 
rarely exhibited by former governors ; and, what none 
of them had evinced, he displayed an anxious desire 
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H was jrare,. was rawaeded by tbe iDost ent 
attadunent of all dasaes. Its haget eonftinaaiiee 
would probably htmo made tbe growing zeconolM-. 
tion of abrtile mteeest pennaiwnt : Bn^ unfiMrt«iaat9* 
ly, it has been too often the h/te a£ Irdandy to loeo 
ber best goreraois at die very moment dben ihcne 
measures were most likely to be benefidaL 

The rebellion of Jack Cade, Ytkko assumed dm 
popular name of Moctuner, was su|mosed to have 
been secredy oontrived by the Duke of York, in ^» 
der to feel the poise of die Eiwlish people. Widi- 
out making any inquiry into the . truth of this sur* 
mise^the King, at the instigation of his haughty Quee% 
sent letters to the aherins of die western ooan«ies» 
dedaring the iraitorous designs of the Duke, and 
commanding them to oppose nis landing* This ia^ 
discreet dedbeuation of the feacs and aufl^dcms enter- 
tained by die courty afforded the Doke a pivtezt 
for returning to England. He dechoed bis anxiety to 
justify his conduct^ and his determination to hc9 his 
accusers. Embaddng with a saull train, he landed 
in Wales, and, duding dl of^iosidon, speeded to 
London, where he was apparimdy reoonciled to the 

The Duke, at his departure, intrusted the adminis* 
tration to Ormond. The Earl, bdng summoned over 
to England, was sucoeededby the Ardibishop of Ap* 
magh ; but troubles arising, which the peaceful pro« 
late could not dlay, he resigned his chaige to Sir 
Edward Fitz-Eustace, a kni^t of great miliary £uiie, 
and wdl fitted for a government which required more 
dian ordinary exerdons. The O'Connon of OjU^ 
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^veM^liiefifst ifbo expenenced tfie vigour of thenevt 
i^itfy. He surprised das turbulent sept whik en* 
m^mL m a predatory expeditioii, and inflicted on 
win a serere defeat. In ^ lont, the toparch 
O'Connor fell from his horse. He was remounted by 
Mb «o», the eompanion of his flight, but fell a so* 
eood tiaie £roin exhaustion. It vas long before the 
dneftain could persuade the youth to leave him to 
Us iite ; but at kl^th he commioided him to fly, un* 
der pain of incurring his displeasure. O'Connor 
icma m ed a prisoner, but was oiily detained a short 
iBBe. The Deputy, finding that he had no design 
of refokmg, liberated him wilJiout ransom. 

Tlie sept of tlie O'Nials, ever the most hostile to 
the En^ii^, after long remaining quiet, were induc- 
oed to take up arms by the hope of plunder. Hear- 
ing ^t a rich fleet was sailing ftom the bay of Dub- 
lin, they fitted out some barks, attacked and took 
the ships, plundered the caigoes, and made all the 
passengers^ among whom was the Archbishop of 
Didblin, prisoners. The Deputy immediately has« 
tened to punish these marauders ; and O'Nial, being 
joined by some other topardis, advanced to antici- 
pate tke invasion. * The two armies met at Ard« 
glass ; atad, after a fierce engagement, the Irish were 
defeated with the loss of seven hundred slain, and a 
still greater number, including all the principal lead* 
ers, made prisoners. By tins &feat, the O'Nials were 
so humbled, that diey long continued quiet, and af» 
forded the Deputy leisure to attend to the regula* 
tion of publio aifiiirs. 

Ill the meantime, tlie dissatisfection of the Eng*^ 
^"public had produced a general revolt. The un« 
fortunate Henry was made prisoner at St Alban's^ 
SQ^tlie whole authority of the crown was transfer* 
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red to the Duke of Yock. To strengthen Jiis kolho' 
rity in Ireland, the Duke appointed the Earl of I(jl- 
dare Lord-deputy ; and this nobleman bang consi- 
dered the chief of 'the old setters, was 'gladly ae« 
knowledged by the . desoehdaiits * of the <xiginai 
conquerors. The deaih of his great rival Ormonde 
and of several turbulent topardw, freed Kildare from 
the fear of civil commotions. The Butlers indeed^ 
at first, made some resistance, but they were qoisjify 
subdued. > • - . 

'■ Margaret of ^njou was by no means disposed to 
submit to 'the loss of power, consequent on her has« 
band's degradation. She assembled the parttaans oC 
the house of Lancaster,' and defeated the Yorkists at 
Blore' Heath with great slaughter. Deserted and 
betrayed, ' Duke Richard fled for safety to' Ireland, 
while he and his adherents were attainted by the 
En^ish Parliament. The Irish received their hr- 
voarite governor rather as a sovereign prince than -a 
destitute fugitive. The -Parliament 'passedan actior 
his protection; and further decreed, that* whoever 
should attempt to disturb him* or his idherents, un- 
der pretoice of writs from England^ sinn!^ be deem- 
ed guilty of rhigh treason. - An agent of Chmond 
violated the law, and was immedial^y executed. Se- 
veral laws, equally deogned. for the Duk^ service, 
were passed with the utmost enthusiasm ; and the 
prince, who, a short time beware, wanted a reAigi^ 
now found himself in. possession of a kingdom. 
• Edward, Earl of iJVbrch^' the Duke's •eldest son, 
had followed his father into Ireland, but was soon 
summoned to Calais,' where the Yorkists, headed fay 
the Eatis of Wariviok and Salisbmy, had pnspaRd 
a mighty armament/ They passed into Eagland ; 
wad, having obtained >a great victoiry at jb^oithaii^toa, 
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die Dake to come over and head his psiriisaiig 
in petsoiu On this occasion, the attachment of his 
Iriihr adherents was eminently displayed. They 
ero'w^ied to his standard With the utmost zeal ; and 
the district of Meath, in particular, was 'altnost de* 
serted by the English settlers, who hasted to enrol 
themselves under the • banners of the white rose. 
"With a gallant train of devoted followers, 'Ridiard 
retimed* to London; but Margaret unexpectedly 
renew^ed the war, and attacked the Duke before' he 
could make adequate preparations* With only five 
tKonsand men, mostly his Irish adherents, he was 
encountered at Wakefield by an army four times 
more numerous than his own, and, in this unequal 
oontest, fell, with the greater part of his followers. 

This battle, in its consciences, proved fatd to 
the Bnglish interests. The best and bravest of the 
settlers had accompanied their beloved governor, and 
shared fais &te. The Irish septs seized on the dis- 
tricts now stripped of their defenders ; « and the co« 
lonists were forced to purchase a precarious security, 
by pa3ring a heavy tribute to the toparchs in their 
neighbourhood. The Earl of Kildare was chosen 
by the' Irish prr^ council to administer the govern- 
ment, until a new Lord-deputy was appointed. He 
preserved the country tranquil duringthe brief strug- 
-gle between Henry VI. and -Edward IV., which ter- 
minated in £ivour of the house of York. One of 
Edward's first acts was^ to appoint 'his brother 
Oeorge, Duke of Clarence, to^the goy^fmm'tot of 
Iceland, and to reward the fidelity of his adherentli 
in that kmgdom, by elevating the letfders to %he 
peerc^e." Clarence appointed Fitz-Eustaoe,. nb# 
created Lord .Pordester, his deputy. His former 
.adwiiiistraiien fami' been (^aractcrized by vigour aaid 
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|a]fiiifr«--qiiriitie8 again impendvefy tmpundf hfnif^ 
atrqg^ which (he Butlers were dboat to make fir 
Ih^ house of Lancaster. The Earl of Onwxiid; 
ivbpm the late King had raised to the Engliflh:^mf»« 
MBy bf the title of Earl of Wiltshire, had been aeia^ 
aa and beheaded by the triun^ihaat Yorldats ; M 
bis brothers and letaineis were nothing daunted bf 
bis &te : they resolved not to inoumy but revrage iB 
Beii^ joined by some Irish septs, and a great itiiDi« 
her fit Lancartrian fiigilives from England, thsf 
bvoed a party too nomerous ht the troops i^ the 
£^>uty9 who was forced to rdy Ibr suooew on IJM 
csertions of the Earl of Desmond. The boatility 
U this time between the Geraldines and the BotleB^ 
was OQDtinually manifrstad by predatoiy ineomonsf 
a»d the eastern counties of Munster were inoessaiit^ 
ly disturbed by the war-cries of the contending &•» 
tions. The Geraldines of Kildaie took ibr ckear 
warison Crom/^tboo from the castle of CfOoiOy in 
the county of Limerick^ where the chief vesidedL 
Jhe Geraklines of Desmond shouted Sfaanna tt ^ db od 
fifom the castle of Shannatt, in the same eoaai^ 
Vfrbere the Earl maintained a kind of barbarous ewut 
' The Butlers' war«^ was the name of their sept'( 
and Butler*aboo was the cc^isanee of the troopa a 
the palatinate of Ormcmd, vriudi included the oomi* 
ties of Kilkenny and Tipperary. In the long eon- 
test that was maintained by these rival septs, the 
f^enddioes were honourably distinguished by daan^ 
jkss valour, and a daring heroism, whidi bMdbi^ 
>ed li^n jeashness. The Butlers, less valaapst-iti 
th^ field, were more prudent in oonneiL Aitfid^ 
^t^y in purpose, crafty in intrigue, they icmMff 
€^>ined the fruitoof victory after the sevwest 4efaaa; 
«nd4Qiaiy destroyed the gallant house of Seaumfl 



CIVIC WARS 09 IRBI«AKD. 197 

hfj€m^^D&g wA finadfel pdkry. The O'Brietta of 
AaaKmdT wboae wni^crfZi the impoeing sa- 
teocm, *' Lanihlaider-aboe," (" the cause of the 
■tcong hand, ") sometimes joibmI one and sometimes 
tliBietker of these &etious ; faiit> even when allies^ ikgf 
faffed to trust the Butlersk '< Fair and fidse like dioM 
of Onnond/' was a provcibial expression with the sept» 
vliiidi is; still prescnred» though the eause is lbrgotten« 
WhSe on this subject, it may not be amiss to men* 
taon some few particuUurs of these baronial wan >-«• 
The genetal war»ciy of the native Irish was ^ Far«* 
sib I Fanrah I " an exdanmtioii of eneouiagement* 
Xhegatherilig cries of the diiPeient duefe were taken 
ekber fiom their cognisance, as in the case of the 
O'SricDS. whose crest is a naked arm holding a 
mmtad^ or from some accidental drcumsfesnce, as in 
Ht^ instance of the Geraldines. The other most r«K 
awikable warisons were of the O'NealSf '^ Lsnb*^ 
^eaig^aboe,** (Uie cause of the red or Moody hand,) 
fcym their cognisance ; of the Fitz*Patricks, " Gear* 
hidir'^aboe,*' (the cause of the strong and sharp,) 
SroBpt the same circumstanoe ; and of the De Buighoa, 
«< Gal*Kiagl^aboe," ^the caive of the Red Engtii^ 
mBa), in hanour of Uie seeond Esrl of Ulster, who 
was.coBHnonly ciAed the ^ Red Earl," and looked 
upon as the founder of the prosperity of the Dt 
B«prgho6* The Irish and bavonud cavidry were 
-mounted on smaS but active horses^ called hobbieSi 
Xb^ formed part of the forces with which Edward 
infttded France, and were found very usefol as light 
troops* The Irish hobeUers are frequently mentioA* 
.od in the early English chronidest snd praised high- 
hf lot their dving and actirity. They wore scarcely 
' any defensive armour, and used short spears and sa- 
•boiSi, or battle axes. They could not, of epttrsa^ 
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Stand for a moment against the charge of the mail-' 
clad Nonnan chivaihy ; but they co^d act effidoith^ 
in a difficult country, where the offtern wd^ld be 
fi^olly useless, encumlurecL fai^ the weight' of 'their 
armour, and umble to mani^e their heavy steeds. 
Theve were two kinds of infantry ; the Galloglasses, 
(» corruption of ^^ Galloglackj*' Eggli^ servant), a 
h««yy «med infcnt.7 ; they wore an iron headpiece, 
a- coat of defence studded with vails, and bore a 
sword and broad a3ce. The l%fat troops were named 
Kernes; they used no defensive armour, but the' 
headpiece, and tkeir weapons were, a ' retractile^ ja«' 
v«lin, and a long knife called a skene. In the wars 
of Edward III. and Henry V. several troops of kernes 
were employed in the invasion of France. They per- 
formed the useful, but not very honourable service, of 
cutting the throats of those kni^ts and men-at- 
arms, who were overthrown in the combat ; and the 
Irish skene was more dreaded by the French knights, 
than the lances of the English. The arbitrary ex- 
actions by which ^ese irregular armies were support- 
ed have been already mentioned. It is only neces- 
sary to add, that robbery was considered honourable 
by these soldiers, since plunder ensued them to a- 
void becoming burdens to their chieftain and their 
friends. ' 

The war • maintained by Desmond against the 
Butlers, was desultory and of varied fortunes ; but 
the Lancastrian fi^tives from England were found 
of ]it^ service to th^ Irish allies. They could 
siot bear the fet^ues of marches through bogs and 
nkiuntains ; they eagerly desired to try their fortune 
^ thib open field, and prevailed on their leader to 
•ee»t the diallenge of Desmond. The battle was 
K)^^l near Wexfosd; and the overwhekabi^ nnm- 
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her9 of the GemldiDes afforded them an easy victory. 
Kiikenny^ and the other towns belonging to Or- 
mondy were soon after seized and plundered ; the 
Butlers were driven from their ancient possessions, 
and forced to seek safety in their mountain-forts and 
fastnesses. As a reward for this service, Desmond 
was created Lord-deputy — an office for which he 
was every way unfitteu. In his first expedition a* 
gainst the Iris^i septs, who had seized on the set* 
tiements in Meath, he was taken prisoner, but waji 
soon liberated by O'Connor of 0£dly, who had beeit 
always a aealo«s poitisan of the Greraldines. £qual« 
ly inglorious was the termination of the war with- 
tbe O'Briens of Thomond. On the advance of this 
sept, and some others, beyond the marches, Des* 
mond could find no better method of securing the 
Pale, than purchasing the forbearance of the invad- 
ers by a promise of regular tribute. An unsuccess- 
ful attempt to remove the Lord-deputy being de- 
feated by the partiality of the King, he was encou- 
raged -to pursue his caseer of headlong extravagance ; 
but, though permitted to plunder and spoil the peo- 
ple at his- will, Desmond was destined to find, that 
royal fellings could not be mocked with impunity. 
On the marriage of the King with Elizabeth Grey,^ 
Desmond incautiously ridiculed the meanness of the 
lady's origin. His watchfWl enemies transmitted the 
news to England,, and the Queen immediately re- 
solved on his destruolion. Tiptof^ Earl of Wor- 
cester was soon sent over to Ireland as Lozd-deputy $ 
and he- was seeretly instructed to examuie his pre- 
decessor's condua with the greatest strictness, and 
to pmfish him with the utmost rigour if any charge 
could be established. A new Parliament was sum- 
moned,^ which,- with .the usual servility o( Irish Par-^ 
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UameBlSy was readj to aoiKlioat any wamm tkrt 
their rulers would popose. Several act9 weie pass* 
edy indiiectly conaemning the conduct of the late 
goTemiNr« and, amongBt others^ one against paying 
tribute to the Iridi, which eveary one of its si^ 
porters was notorioiidy violaling at the moment* 
Another act of this ParUament is too important to 
be omitted. It declared, that the Kings of Bag* 
land held the lordahip of Irdand by a direct grant 
from the Holy See ; and therefore directed, that all 
archbishops and biahopa of Ireland, on a monition 
of forty daysy should excommunicate all disobedient 
subjects as heretics* 

The Parliament was then a^oumed to Drogheda; 
and, deeming it unnecessary to dissemUe any long^. 
they hurried throng both Houses an act ^^ £ar a^. 
tainting of treason the Earls of Kildare and Des* 
mond, widi Edward Flmdcet, Esq*, for alliance^ 
fostering, and akersge with the Kmg's Irish ene* 
mies, *' &o« Kildare was arrested, but luddly made 
his escape to England. Desmond, confiding in his 
innocence or his power, came boldly to the chief 
governor to justify his oonduet* He was imma* 
diately seized, and, without the formality of a. trial, 
hurried to instant exeeutioBi 

This moDStrous act of tyranny and injustice did 
not remain long unpunished. Kildare so effectually 
justified himsett to Edwasd, that he was not only 
restored to his title and estatC8» but appointed Ixird* 
deputy; and Tiptoft was fsealkd into Eng^d, 
where^ in a new revolution, he suffered the aamfi 
fiite which he had inflicted on Deanond* 

The admimslfaticm of Kildare was distiMnaahed. 
by the institution of a military order for the mhtu» 
•t the Bsle, calltd the Fnlemlty of St G«oi^ It 
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dp Airteeh gnat proprittopB, one huodrad 
[id nventy mounted aiehar^: focly knig^ils^ aikl as 
lany esquires. To show tbeb attadunent to Engv 
ind, theyanotaUiid anmiaifyon St Geoige's day 
1 DuUin, and elected a captain. It ia evident diaft 
hfeCf consisting of liurteen offioess and two hiov- 
red soldiers,' would ' hxm been nnaUe to resiat a^y 
&neral eWoH of the native Irisirr and, consequantly^ 
appears that al} idtnr of a national tesistanee ma 
imndoned, and tkal the setdcra had onIy<to ibead 
redatory expeditions md tUmditaous incmsionsi. 

The depression of the house of Ormond did not 
)iig continue. John, the eldest anndvxDg brother 
r die late^ Earl, contrived to obtain the £irvoiir of 
is sovereign, and even his pcmenal firiendsbip.. The 
Dtisaas of the Butlera feimed oabals against- Kik* 
ve, and Ibrwarded oompdainta to Eng^d, whidi 
K heir of Ormond supported with idl his u^enoev 
V Earl was soon removed from: the gouBmniAQty 
'hich was transferred to his personal enemy the 
bishop of Meath. A parliament was assembled, 
^hich immediately repealed the acts of attainder 
gainst tbe Butlers, and restored the heir of Ormond 
1^ titles and estates. 

The Butlers and Geraldines soon renewed their 
3Tmer feuds. The war-cries of Crom-aboo and 
^utleNaboo, were raised ia every quarter ; and there 
^ reason to dread that the entire pale would be 
nvolved in the quarrel of these great rivals. Ed- 
wd ami over a commission to the Archbishop of 
^ftm^b, to act as mediator between the parties; 
>ut the discord was too fierce to be so easily allay- 
^« 'Fortunately, superstition proved more effica- 
^KKis 'tJian the royal mandate. Oimond suddenly 
•eselved.ljp imd^pfauce a pilgrimage to the Holy Se* 

VOL. I, I 
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pulchre, and quitted thecowitiy^' Kfldare endd 
his life shortly af^er ;. and when the chiefe weie ra 
moved,' their followeis tacitly agreed on a truce^ 

The GetsaldineSiSeem about this time^ tp have \» 
come Uie prevailing Action ; for we find Grerald, ti 
young Eail of Kildare^ appointed Lord-deputy, 
retaining his power in defiance of the. King, wh 
Uord Grey was appointed his successor. After 
vigorous contest, in whkh each party summoned 
parliament, the Vicerc^ appointed by the King 
forcftd to yield. Lord Gc^rmanstown was appoini 
Lordvdeputy, and he soon resigned in favour of tl 
Earl of Kildare. The Earl ^rengthened himself 
forming a. matarimonial alliance with the chief of 
O'Nials, to. whose son he. gave bis daughter in marj 
riage ; and^ the influence which he thus obtaiBod 
with the- native Irish, enabled him to preserve tM 
coun^ in peace during the remainder of Edward'^ 
life, a^d t^e. short and troubled, reiga o£ BjciiaQi 
IIL 
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CHAPTER VHB 

p 

Fnm Me jlkeenUmof JEkmy VIL ta the Brformatioiu 

TfiE. accession of Henry VH. was an event that 
Areatened to destroy the power of the Yorkists in 
^^eland ; but> to the sorprise of every body, Kildar^ 
was continued in the government, and his adherents 
pennitted tp. retain, the great offices of state. There 
»as no person in Ireland to control the pride of the 
potent EarL His great rival Ormond having been 
lertored to the title of Earl of Wiltshire^ resided in 
Bogland^ and became a member of thet privy couor 
ol- Desmond resided in^his ownpmcipality; and, 
if he paid any attention to the concerns of the Pale, 
It was to aid the Deputy in extending: the influence 
of the Geraldines. The Be Burghos had become 
^^utually an Irish sept, and no longw regarded the 
colonists as brethren. 

The bane of Heniy'i^ government in England, was 
^jealousy of the partisans of the house of York* 
He miwisely kept up the distinGtioB^ of party, which 
would have soon sunk into obliviook; and the cruelty 
^^ which he treated hisQueen^ . f(»r no other cause 
TOt her descent from, the &mily of his former rivals, 
Convinced the lovers o£- Edwaid^s memory that the 
l^g was their deAdl]^> ^opm^ Rumours o£,^ot$ aniL 
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conspiracies were spread abroad. It was said that RiA< 
aid III. had not succeeded in mwdeiing both his tan 
pfaews ; that Richard, Duke of York, had escaped, and 
would soon appear in Ireland among the devoted Mem ~ 
of his house. Alarmed by these reports, the Ki 
summoned Kildare to appear at court, and give 
account of his administration ; but the Earl was 
to be caught so easily. He saw that this 
was designed for his destructiOB^ and took his m( 
sures accordingly. Summoning an assembly of 
peers, he had the royal mandate brfore tfaem, 
he prdessed the utmost anxiety to obey ; but, at 
same tiiie, he secretly eontmed that ^ 
should present » remonstrance, dedaxing ha 
partare inconsbtent with the safety of the 
The Earl forwarded tius instnnnent to ~ 
and the King, unwilling to avow has mufitaatoaf 
fected to be satisfied* . 

The impostofe cf Simael soon^ proved that 
had just grounds for caution. This young 
taught by a priest to personate the Eiud of Wairwii 
then a [moner in the Tower. The detoddon 
such a fisud in England wiodd hawe been easfl 
Warwick was stiU alive, snd his penon was laum 
to most of the nobility, who had finqoently met hn 
at die court of Edwd. It wis therefore rescM 
to make the experiment in Ireland ; and ^bae mi 
another reason fer sdeetiBg that country. War- 
widens &ther, the kte Didce of Clarence, was ben 
in Dublin, and the Irish, it was hoped, would 
readily support the son of their countryman, (a. b* 
1487). The success of this attempt suipnsed tb^ 
contnvers themselves. Kildare reoeifed the nnpoc- 
tor as his lawftd sovereign, surrounded him wi^ ill 
the pomp «f royalty^ and ptodaimfid him King v^ 
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[>aUiii9 under the title of Edirard VI. The en- 
jhusiasin with which the impostor's daims were ae» 
OftQwledged, seems like a national insanity. Through- 
Mift Ireland^ none were found to impugn his title 
Hit &e Btt^r% the Berminghams, and the citizens 
li Wateifi)rd. He was solemnly crowned in the 
Hithedral of Dublin^ with a diadem taken from a 
^tue of the Madonna ; and, immediately a^r, his 
nits to summon a parUamoit met with general obe- 
lience. The arrival ci aam^ Gennan auxiliaries 
lom Flanders, commanded by Martin Swart, filled 
the partisans oi Simnel with such confidence^ that 
they determined to invade England. The Deputy's 
biro brothers were appointed to lead the Lriah feroes ; 
md, on their landing in England, they were joined 
by the Earl of Lincc^, Lord Lovel, Sir Thomas 
^rougfaton, and some other persons of distinction. 
The invaders directed their course to York, but 
wme disappointed in their hope of raising the coun- 
Iry. The Enghdi have ever &bown a proper jea* 
IcRisy of foreigners ; and the people generally dread- 
od the fiirtune that had hitherto attended all the op<* 
ponents of Henry. Simnel's army, while hastening 
to attack Newark, were met by the royal forces at 
the village of Stoke, in the county of Nottbghara. 
The engagement was long doubtfiil, though the army 
of Henry was &r superior to that of lus adversaries, 
both in quantity and quality. The Irish being most- 
hf li^t armedt in vain made the most d^perate 
droits to break through the iron lines of their op- 
ponents 9—- they were driven back, charged in their 
turDf amd thrown into remediless confusion. But, 
though routed, they disdained to fly ; each resisted 
«ng^, and ftdl overwhefaoed by numbers. Four 
duHttimd of the lebdsy induding the principal lead* 
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ers, fell in this bloody engagement. Sinmel stidkb 
tutor were made prisoners. Hemy, widi aflfoctei 
magnanimity, spared the life of the impostor, and 
made him a scullion in the royal kitchen ; the priesl> 
by whom he had been instructed, was treated more 
harsldy, being sentenced to peipetual im|Nrisonment4 

Though Henry was natundly inclined to punislr 
severely the Irish partisans of Simnel, the state of 
Ireland compiled him to restrtdn his indignation. 
The barons, who had suppoited the impostor, were 
the defenders of the English interest ; and if they 
were destroyed, the coimtry must again revert to the 
native Irii^. Henry, therefore, contented himself 
with rewarding his Mends, deferring the punishment 
of his enemies to a more fevourable opportunity. He 
sent a letter, written with his own hand, to the eiti» 
zens of Waterford, thanking l^em for their fiddity ; 
and at the same time he graciously received the de* 
puties from Dublin, and readily granted a general 
pardon. To secure the fidelity of his repentant si^ 
jects, he sent Sir Richard Edgecombe to Ireland 
with a train of five hundred men, to receive anew the 
oaths of allegiance, and take under the royal pro- 
tection all who gave assurance of their loyalty. Edge- 
combe arrived in Kinsale, and received the 8ubmi»> 
sion of the neighbouring barons. He then proceeded 
coastwise to Dublin, and was welcomed by the ma^ 
gistrates with apparent submission. It was not so 
easy to prevail on Kildare to perform homage. He in* 
vented several pretexts for dcday ; and, when all these 
feiled, he appears to have intended a religious fraucf, 
to save him from being bound by the oath of aile* 
g&ance. 

It is not universally knawn, that, in the Romish 
<^^<>>i^> the iatentUm of the bfficiatii^ priest is held 



civil. WARS OF IRELAND. 147 

aecessary to tbe perfection of a sacramentf If, then> 
im Host, on which the Irish Lords should be sworn, 
Wma consecrated hy a priest, on whom they coald 
prevail to withhold his intention, transubstantiation 
»ould not take place-; the wafer would still be sim-^ 
ply bread, and the whole an idle ceremony, which 
onposed no religious *oUigation. It was not mth« 
Imt difficulty that E(%ecombe, who su^cted the 
&aud, prevailed on Kildare to permit the Host to be 
Gonsecrated by his own private chaplain. 

Soon after, itildare and several of the Irish nobi- 
lity oame -over to England, and did homage to the 
King in person. They were magnificently entertain* 
ed by Henry at -Greenwich ; but had the mortifica- 
feion to see their former idol Simnel waiting as bug- 
ler at table. r 

Kildare, on his return, continued to exercise aU 
bis former authority, aiid preserved the pale in' 
greater tranquillity than it had enjoyed for a long 
time. In the south, the Geraldines of Desmond 
extended their territories at the expense of their 
neighbovrs, the MacArthys and O'Carrolls, whom 
ikiej severely defeated. In the north, O'Nial, the 
l[»rother-in-law of the Deputy, declared war against 
the chieftain of Tyrconnell. The diplomatic cgT" 
respondence between these petty princes, before the 
declaration of war, evinces a Spartan spirit worthy 
of a nobler contest. O'Nial wrote, " Send me tri" 

'hue ; ' or eUe •" To which the other replied, 

" / ofaoe you none ; and if- ^" The war that 

followed produced no inddent of importance ; but 
it tenninated to the disadvantage of the O'Nials. 

Walter, Archbishop of DubHn, and the Earl of 
Orniond, had been long^engaged in a series of in- 
trigueS) to remove Kildare from -the government, 
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and finally 8aeoeeded« The Arehbidhop ms ap- 
pointed in his place, and th^ office of LocdHre*' 
surer was bestowed on Sir James Oimondy a natunJ 
son of that £arl» who had died on his pilgriniage. 
Innnediate. measures were taken^to depress the Go- 
raldineS) i^ch, of cbnise^ readily met the sanctios 
ef a servile Parliament. The attainders against the 
Butlers and their adherents were reTcrsed^ and an 
act passed for the resumption of all grants made since 
the first year of King Henry Vl. 

While the Geraldines were smarting under these' 
wrongs, an adventurer, claiming to be Richard Duke 
of Yodc, son of Edward IV, arrived in Cork. This 
is not the place to. examine the validity of Perkin 
Warbeck's daims* It is difficult to prove that he 
was the prince ; it is equally difficult to demonstrate 
that he vras an impostor ; on the whole, the present 
writer inclines to believe that his pretensions were 
well-£bunded. Waibeck wrote firom Cork to the 
Earls of Kildare and Desmond ; he was cheerfully 
recognised by the latter ; but before Kildare could 
decide on the part he should take, the adventurer 
was summoned to the French court, and immediate* 
ly accepted the invitation. The King sent for Wal^ 
4er, the Lord-deputy, to inquire into the state of a 
country that seemed at every moment ripe for revo* 
lution ; and) afbr some delibemtion, he resolved to 
confide the administration of Ireland to Sir Edward 
Poynings, a knight of distinguished ability. He 
was sent over to Ireland with an army of one thou- 
sand men. Several of the. best Ei^lish lawyers ac- 
companied him, to fill the offices of judg^; for 
those who then occupied the bench were notorious 
^r their incapacity, and owed their elevation to the 
&vour of parties. 
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A. D. 1494.~11ie admmtttretton of Sir Edward 
Feyyail^ fotms a new em in the history of Irdand. 
For the first time, the government began to mimifeat 
the fixed intention of breaking down the enormous 
power of the barons, and restreoning within proper H* 
mits a fiictious oligarchy, which frequently insulted the 
so^reign, and always oppressed the people. The first 
nulitary enteiprise of the Lord-deputy was against the 
northern s^t of O'Hanlons, whose incursions had been 
very firequent and injurious* The difficulties of the 
eountiy rendered the superior fcnrces of the English 
useless ; and Poynings would have been forced to re* 
tire in diflgraoe, had not the rashneas of the Geral- 
dmes furnished him with an honourable pretext tot 
withdrawing. The brother of the Earl of Kildare 
seized on the castle of Carlow, and garrisoned it' 
with his own retainers. Kildare was immediately. 
arrested on suspicion ; and the Deputy, advancii^ to 
Carlow, soon forced the castle to surrender. 

A parliament was now sommoned, in wfaidi se« 
▼end Tery useM and important laws were enacted ; 
bat one, well known to Irishmen by the name of 
Poynings' Law, more particularly demands our atten- 
tion. This statute enacted, that no parliament should 
be held in Ireland, until the Lord Lieutenant and 
Pri?y Council had first certified to the King in 
eouncil in Elngland, the causes and considerations of 
its being assembled, and all such acts as seemed to 
them necessary to pass ; and that these had been ap- 
proved by the sovereign, and his license for the amr- 
mation of these acts, as well as for the holding of par- 
liament, had been obtained. This act was afterwards 
confirmed and extended in the reign of Mary, where 
it will be more coniienient to discuss its polisy and 
effects. It is sufficient to say here, that its immediste 
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eonsequehi^ were highly beneficial, smcd it ^axmed 
thegoverDinent with additional power to restrain the 
excesses of the oligarchy. 

: Waibeck tiow made a second descent on Ireknd, 
and was openly assisted by the Earl of Desmond ; 
•l>at being defeated before Waterford, the unhapf^ ad- 
venturer fled to the King of Scotland. The Butlers 
diought this an excellent opp^tunity to crush their 
great rival the Earl of Kildare. They importmed 
'the Deputy to imitate the example of Tiptoft, and 
consign him to the executioner. But Poynings waa 
too wise and too good to listen to these treacherous 
suggestions. He refused their solicitations, and sent 
the Earl to England, to. •an^er for his conduct in 
presence of his sovereign; 

The emissaries of the Butlers were not idle m 
the court of Henry. They besieged the King with 
all manner of calumnies and accusations against the, 
accused ; but they were not a Kttle confounded, when 
Heniy directed that the Eaii should be brought to 
confronthis accusers. Great was the King's a^o- 
iBshment to behold, instead of a crafty conspiiator» 
a frank, blunt soldier, of manners so simple, that 
they bordered on rudeness, and of a demeanour so 
easy and confident, that it could only be supported 
by conscious innocence. Henry advised the Earl 
to provide himself with able counsel. '* Yea, " re- 
plied Kildare, graspmg the King by the hand, ^' I 
choose the ablest in die realm ; I take your High*> 
ness to be my counsel against these false knaves. " 
Gratified by this rude compliment to his equity and 
discernment, Henry looked with favour on the ao* 
cused, and coldly listened to the long catalogue of 
mispioiojis and surmises which his adversaries brought, 
fbrwaisd. The charge of treason was decisively *b- 
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ftitcd, the greater part of the others were found to be 
frivolous and vexatioufr; at length the accusers al« 
feged that he had sacrilegiously burned the chixrdi 
of Cashel. " Spare your evidence," exclaimed Kit- 
dare, *' I did bum the chxm;h,.for I thought the 
Bishop had been in it." This extraordinary justifica* 
tion produced a shout of laughter, which threw ridi- 
cole over the whole proceeding. Driven almost to 
despair, the accusers exclaimed, ^* All Ireland can* 
not govern this EarL" ^< Well, then," replied 
Henry, '' he shall govern aU Ireland " — and forth* 
with he appointed him Lord-deputy. 

Kildare repaid the confidence of his soverdgn l^ 
the zeal, energy and -fidelity, which he displayed in 
his administration. The boimdaries of the Pale^ 
n^ich had been gradually narrowing during the pre- 
ceding half century, were now enlarged ; and several 
septs, whose forbearance had been purchased by tri- 
bute, were forced to submission. He endeavoured 
to effect a reconciliation with his rival of Ormond; 
but, unfortunately, the train that accompanied the 
<^ief of the Butlers to Dublin on the occasion, be* 
came involved in a quarrel with the citiasens, and 
tfaoi^h the Deputy successfully interfered to protect 
his rival, yet Ormond could not conceal his angry 
suspicions. After a long but not satis&ctory ihterr 
view, the Earls parted with mutual professions of 
attachment, but with more than their former animo- 
sity, not the less violent because it was concealed. 

The Deputy soon after engaged in a war. of very 
questionable policy. He had given his daughter in 
marriage to Ulick de Burgho of Clanricarde, the 
head of a powerful sept of d^nerate English in 
Gbnnaught ; and having heard that she was badly 
Dieated hf her husband, he determined to use this 
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royal army as an inalnnneiit of vengeances Clanm 
eavde, nothing dannted by die power a£ bis ene* 
adtSy bolcHy prepared for reaiatance) and obtained 
tbe «id of the CBnena, and other aepta of Munster. 
Kildare ims joined by the nobles of the PaKe^ the 
munerous retaineia (x all the Grenddinea^ and the 
Boithern O'Niak. The armies met at Knocktow, 
near Gahray, and the Deputy obtained a decisive 
victory. The trinmj^ was stained by the cruelty of 
the oonquerocs, w&o sternly refosed to grant quarter^ 
and continued ^e massacre ontii forced to desiat by 
fiitigue and darkness. The hostility of the most anr 
oient aettleis to the aboriginal idiabitanto of the 
country, seems not to have abated with the lapse of 
time* After the battle of Knodctow, Lord Gror* 
manstown^ in all the insolence of success, said to 
Ktkiare, ^ We have slau^itered our enemies ; but, 
to complete the gcysd deed^ we should cut the throats 
of the Irish by whom we have been assisted*" This 
feelbg, however, was not general Several of the 
English fianiHfts, but especially the Greraldines and 
De Buighos, were closely connected with difiesent 
Irish Pnnces by numerous intermarriages; and we 
find tile native annalists of this period recording the 
exploits of some nobles of the Pale, with the same 
endiusiasm as the deeds of their own toparchs* The 
victory of Knocktow reduced Connaiight to obe- 
dience; and the O'Nials and O'Briens were almost 
the only s^ts vdudi continued to withhold their al- 
legiance. 

The ttocesaon of Henry VIII. produced no im- 
mediate diange in the goremment of Ireland* Kil- 
dare, whose services had been rewarded by the Oader 
<yf the Grarter, was continued as Deputy, and daily 
ttteaded the Eng^ influence (a. j>. 1513). Sq 
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graik m the confidence r cpcj ae d io diis gaUsnt acH 
fafemBOy that, on his deadly tke watsnj «iiddeiily dis* 
persed, and there waa every reasoa to dread a new 
series of tuinidte. This was fortunately prevented 
by the privy coundL Tliey net in a huny, and 
unanimously elected Gerald, the yoong Earl of Kil* 
dare. Deputy, until the royal pleasure could be 
known ; and this nomination was confirmed in Eng* 
knd. Gerald inherited the ydoar of his iUuatnous 
fioniiy) but, unfcitunateiy^ a mare than ocdinary 
share of tbeir dunradeiiatic pride and. imprudenoei 
He vns soon caQed on to display his miJiUury aUU* 
by a danraecoas insuneotian of the Irtrii, whom soiBt 
febrinrtfin prophecies had stimulated to revolt Fake 
prophecies have been often used by the lovers of 
section n IreUnd, as Ae moat powerful stimulants 
of its enthusiastic pc^aoktioD* It is not loog since 
the whole isksid was thrown into ccwfuridn, by a 
ansprint in a ridiculous conunentary on tke Seve- 
lations. Pastorini's Frophecies, as this peeeioiis 
waA, was named, contained a cslculataony by which 
it aflfwand that the year 1835 woidd be the ere of 
die. ic s t o ra ti on of the Cadidic religion, it was un* 
fertunateiy printed IQ25; aaad the alarm whidi con* 
seqacDtly prevailed dirough die entire of that de^ 
voted year, wiH not easily be fbigotten. The ^quee* 
lion of BmsBc^ation was then in debate. Pasto* 
rinl's Frophedes, whimsically enough^ lomished both 
pastiea with an argmnoity )thie more valuable becaoae 
it was perfectly novel. One side used it as a threat^ 
the othisr as a warning,, vntii the delusion became 
so extravagant as to cure itsdf, and peridiedma 
stoem of ridicule* 

if a pnophecyy even in the nineteenth century, 
could produce suck cosBmoliais, wae must not be 
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n^irised at its powerfol effects in the be^fuui^i^c^ 
the sixteenth. • The Iiish were eveiy where in amis; 
but the promptitude and celerity of Kildare baffled 
all their e£Ports. They were Tanquished in detail, 
and forced to remain quiet,, un^ the calculations of 
some more accurate seer should discover another 
period more fortunate for the cajose of insurrec- 
tion. 

But though Kildare. was. able to sdbda^ his.^ie- 
Biies in the field, ho- could not contend with his 
secret foea in the mtrigues of the cabinet. Too 
haughty to court the favour o£ Wolsey by meanness 
and subserviency, he incurred the displeasure of that 
proud pr^te ; while his risol, the Earl of Ormond, 
submitted! to every degradingk coinpliance, in orda 
to conciliate the powerful cardinal. In consequence 
of these machinations, Kildare was removed, and 
the Earl of Surrey* appointed in his stead. 

' The Earl of Kildare was summoned to. England, 
to give an account of his conduct. Soon after his 
arrival, he obtained the daughter of the Marquis ci 
Dorset in marriage, and, by the aid, of this iii^en- 
tial nobleman, was enabled toi ba|ie the malice of 
the Cardinal. Conscious, howe.ver, that his absence 
would give his enemies a great advantage, he re- 
solved- to remain at court. He attended Henry to 
Calais at the time of his criebrated interview > with 
Frauds, and contributed largely, to. the splendourtof 
the '< Field of the CloUi of Gold," by the brilliancy 
of his suite and equipage^ Surrey displayed gseat 
vigour and ability in Ireland. He chastised the revolt 
of several septs, and received the submissions of some 
powerful toparchs; but, unfortunately, he was a stran^ 
gor in . the country, and was led into many errors 
by the interested deoeptionjof his advisers* Ths 
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'8W>ceS8orof Surrey was Pierce Earl of Ona)on4» 
jooBttnonly called Pierce- the Red. His administmr 
.tii9ii i^as principally directed to extend the power and 
influence of the Butlers, and he was not very scru- 
pulous in the use of any means^ by which this object 
Qiight be effected. One Irish chieftain, Mac-Gillar 
patrick prince of Ossory^ having been plundered by 
Ormond, sent an ambassador to lay his complaints 
before the King. The execution of thi^ conunission 
was intrusted to the chieftain's bard, or sennachy ; 
who, impressed with a lofty sens^ of his lord^s dignity, 
stopped Henry on his road to church, and denoun- 
ced war against him in the name of the high, and 
mighty Mac-GiUapatrick,. if h& refused to chastise 
the tyranny of Pierce the Red. }$p npticdseems 
to. have been taken of this extraordinary threat. Or- 
mond was allowed to continue his excesses with im- 
puniiy, and the hostility of Mac-Gillapatrick was 
checked by the most powerful, of all reasons, a total 
want of means. The return of Kildare proved a 
much more formidable event Jp the Efeputy. The 
Gecaldines, relying on his coimectipns in the? Eng** 
UsK court, renewed their struggle with; the Butlers ;. 
and. the contest soon became so* important, that comr 
missioners wece sent from En^wd to investigate^ 
the wrongs of which both complained. After a brie^ 
mi^uiry, they decided in favour of Kildare. Their 
report: was then sent to the sovereign, who imme- 
diately removed Pierce the Red from his office, and^ 
fiitally for himseli^ appointed Kildare^ Lord-deputy. 

.DiBsmond, the>head of the southern Geraldines,. 
had- long acted as an independent prince. Ke claimed 
th»; privilege of absenting himself from parliament, 
and (^. being; neves obliged to come within the walLs^ 
of a. fortafiedtowD., laving thus entir^y. apiong his 
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Tttssds and depmdttits, he aattunOly ovm^BgiBtMi 
his power and importanoe, aad was easily led to be* 
fieve himself a match for his sovereign. Kwidfly 
King of France, fin^&^ that Henry had joined the 
Emperor against him, determmed to raise some eom« 
motion in Irehmd, and for this purpose sent an em- 
bassy to DesmcMid, The vain baron, proud of be- 
ing treated as a sovereign prineey readily entered into 
an alliance oSkasive md defensive mm the FVench 
King ; but ere the treaty could produce any eflSsot, 
Francis was made a prisoner m the firtal battle c/ 
Patria, and Desmond left exposed to the vengeance 
of an outraged and vindictive soverdgn. Orden 
were sent to Kildare, commanding him in the stnong« 
est terms to punish the presunmtion of his kinsman ; 
but the Deputy ventured to elude the peiforawBce^ 
and marched into Uleiter, on the pretence of some 
disorders in that province, but really to suppott his 
brolher-an-law O NiaL The enemies of Kildaie le* 
presented this sospieious conduct at court, and the 
Deputy was ordered to appear before the King and 
answer to these charges* After « sboEt iBtiNrval, 
^during which Ireland remained in a state ^ shock* 
ing distraction, the Earl recovered the confidence of 
the King, and was once more restored to the go* 
vemment. 

This victory over his rivals would have Autgu* 
ouriy elated a man of stronger mind and eooier pas^ 
ROUES than Kildare possessed ; and his aotiana aoon 
showed that his little remnant of prudence was da* 
stroyed by his recent elevation* It is said also, that 
his intelleets -were partially injured about Ass timo^ 
in consequence dT a wound m bis head ; but it is 
not necessary to have recourse to such an ezj^hmai* 
tion for the extravagant effects psoduoed by repeat* 
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^ tiSuiiipfas on a character naturally weak and haugh- 
ty. The officers of the InsAi goyemment hecame 
reasonably alarmed. They met in secret conclave, and 
prepared a representation of the evils by which Ire* 
land was affected^ which was soon laid before the 
King. 

T'houg^ Kildare was not named in this petition, 
liie evils faentioned were such as could not have oc- 
curred without his sanction or connivance. The^ jea* 
lous temper of Henry was iSred by the recital, and 
he sent Kildare a peremptory mandate to come at 
once to LfOndon. Aware that his conduct would 
not bear a strict investigation, the Earl, by means of 
his wife's relaticMis^ endeavoined to obtain delay; but, 
finding that the King's resolution was not to be 
shaken, he supplied his castles with aims and am- 
munition from die royal stores^ and intrusted the go- 
vernment to his son TiKmia% a youth scarcely twen- 
ty years oM. 

• A* D. 1534. — Kildare, on his anival in Lon- 
don, was sent to the Tower ; and this mark of dis- 
favour was reported in Ireland with the usual exagge- 
ration. Sk^ngton, who had been formerly Lord- 
deputy, and the fetction of the Butlers, reported that 
he had been sentenced to death, and soon after pre- 
tended to haVe received an account of his execution. 
The young Lord Thomas lent a credulous ear to 
these inventions of his enemies. Determined on re- 
venge, he consulted with hia Irish adherents ; and 
having received promises of support, determined to 
raise the standard of rebellion. The chivalrous man- 
ner in which this young nobleman proceeded to ex» 
ecute his insane deigns, fills iis at once with sur- 
prise and pity\. Attended by a body of one hun- 
dred and forty armed followers, he entered the ci^ 

VOL. I. K 
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of Dublin, end itmnediately rprooeeded to Stkit 
Maiy*8 Abbey, where the totocil was josembled 
in deliberatioii. The sodden and tumaltuotiB -eo^ 
trance of armed men, filled all tvith const^mition ; 
but their fears were ealmed by Lord Thoma^ who^ 
repressing the violence of his attendants, declared, 
that he came to resign the sword of 'State, to re- 
nounce his allegianoe to the tyrant Henry, ami to 
proclaim himself the mortal foe of the English go^ 
vernment and its adherents. 

While the oiber 'Lords remained astonished and 
silent, Cromes^ who was 'both Chancellor and *Pn- 
tnate, Tose, and, taking the yout^ Lord by the hand, 
remonsttated wiih him in tennis die most aflfecdotiate 
and winning. Unfortunately, an Iri^ rhymer, at the 
end of his addrcto, burst foiih into a wild rhi^acM^ 
on theiglory of the Geialdines, and the high 4le8* 
tiny for which the present heir of ^e 'house was ^ 
signed; and Thomas, kindling with enthoaiafim, 
nuide no teply to die OhanceUor, -but rushed out of 
the hous^. 

The war thus madly begun, was s«^pofted wilk 
the samediBT^iard to the simplest dictates of pni- 
dence; and it -b but &dr to add, with the same ge> 
nerous attentioh to the laws of humanity. With 
the exception of Ardibishop Alan, ^idiom the Iriak 
murdered, not ifididlyrnithoat his concurrence. Lord 
•Thomas sanctioned no act of cruelty, but labouted 
strenuously to restrain die excesses of his 'felkmets. 
•His career, however, was bri^. Without «dequHte 
forces or engines^ he laid' siege to Dtibtin, 'and lasted 
his time and idrces in Tain assaidtd on ^e dly. 
Succours soon arrived fi^otn England ; and, <i}uKigh 
one division was sieverely defeated, and almost -an* 
niUlated, two othei-s, commanded by Sir 'WilKtta 
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BrerBton, and the new Deputy, Sir Wflliam Skd** 
Bngton, made gmd their entrance into 4he ^dty, and 
goon forcwii Lord liiomas to raise the dege. 

3^e 'Deputy, infirm in body, and vaciUatin^ in 
mind, made no effovts to foUow up this «uoeesB« 
Itoid Thomas not orily eaoaped, 4>at, hy entering 
into a tyeaty wilh^heiO'OonnoiB and O'Nials, -soon 
iMcaaae fDrmidafola* Roused by the ^strong repre« 
Mutations df the 4n%tav;r offieere, ISkeffington at 
loDgth 'todk the "fi^ld, «nd (kid siege to Maynoolh, 
oHe of the strongest ^enddineibftvesses. The spirit 
of 4lie garrison, -vnd the-^SIrsngth €f -tive "plswe, 'betf- 
Bed the besiegere '&r ^feuiteen (days, 'rhey were 
atout'to ndse'the meg«, vAmi the unexpeeted * treadi- 
ety X3i Lord Thomas^ ^fostei^brother laid it at their 
MtPoy. "l^effingttfn^pflid.thiB double 'tratttor the sti- 
pulated reward, «id: then ^ordered iiim^to^e instandy 
«fte«uted--*anaot'of 'substantial justice, ^hix*h may 
wi^ ^redeem many df the '£>eputys 'misdemeanoure. 
l^e grwter ^pitft of 'f^ irregular «nny assenibled 'by 
the 5Diingi€reiuldnie4iBpeised, ^en the capture ai 
Maynooth became known, and as the heir of the 
great Desmond had been gained by Henry, he was 
driven to maintain a desultory warfare in the woods 
and mountains. Even thus, he made such a formi- 
dable resistance, that he obtained from the English 
General, Lord Grey, the most solemn assurances 
of safety and protection on condition of dismissing 
his troops. 

The indolent Skeffington died about the time 
that this war was concluded, and was succeeded by 
Lord Grey. The first act of the new governor, was 
one of atrocious perfidy. In spite of his former pro- 
mise, he sent the unfortunate Lord Thomas a pri- 
soner to London, where he had the mortification to 
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&aif that his &ther had not Miea by the hand of 
the executioner, but had died of grie( when he heard 
of his insane rebellion. This crime was followed by 
a greater. The five uncles of Lord Thomas, three 
of whom had notoriously opposed the insurrection, 
were invited to a banquet by the Deputy, and, in 
the midst of the entertainment, seized, hurried on 
shipboard, and sent to England as victims to the in- 
discriminate vengeance of Henry. Even these were 
not enough to glut the royal appetite for blood, A 
child of twelve years old, whom his aunt had con- 
veyed to Munster, was sought for so eagerly, fiiat he 
was forced to be sent to die Continent for safety. 
Even there, he was followed by the enmity of the 
toant. Henry had the inconceivable meanness to 
demand him £rom the King of France as a rebdlious 
subject; but the French monarch connived at his e- 
scape to Flanders. A similiar demand was nmde to 
the Emperor ; but, before an answer was obtained, 
the youth had been taken imder the protection <^ 
Cardinal Pole, by whom he was treated as a son. 
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CHAPTER IX. 
lite SffieU of the Meformaium in HrekuuL 

The great moral convulsion, which changed the ec« 
clesiastical establishment throughout the north of 
Europe, produced a new era in Irish history. Hi- 
therto, the papal and priestly influence had been ^n- 
ployed in the support of the English government^ 
because the interests of both were in a great degree: 
identified ; but from henceforth, we must look upon 
the Romish church as the great engine of opposition 
to the royal power, and find it earnestly supported 
by a people which it had I'^'^g injured and insulted*. 
The long baronial wars, and the desultory struggles 
of the natives, had efiaced the memory, both of the 
learning and piety of Ireland's national church ; the 
new discipline introduced by Henry II, had triumph- 
ed over all resi9tance ; and the church had become a 
third power, placed between the king and people, 
able to command and control both. The barons and 
toparchs looked upon the influenceof the clergy with 
no little jealousy. Of doctrines and dogmas they 
knew little; but they knew that there had been a. 
time when these prelates, now their rivals and com- 
peers, depended on the chiefUins for protection and. 
8U{ipoi^. They were, therefore, not ayerse fixvn a^y 
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change by which the paramount authority of the 
church might be diminished. Henry, in conse- 
quence, found as little trouble in introducing the first 
principles of the Reformation into Ireland as he had 
experienced in England (a. d. 1536.) The parlia- 
ment summoned by Lord Leonard Grey commenced, 
by enacting a declaratory statute, which excluded from 
the privilege of voting the proctors that had been 
previously returned front ihe several diocesses ; and, 
having thus seciued a majority of the laity, proceed- 
ed with idl speed to tka r^iil8tio& o£ 1^- state. The 
King's supremacy was formally estabhshed ; his mar- 
nsfge with Caebarino of Arragon deelared null and 
void ; and the daeoeasioii' o§ l^e efown pronounoedt 
tcf be in lite' heifs: ol the King and tite Lady Aime. 
The lust aot hact scansely passed, when news of Anne 
Btoleyn's^ disgrace leaehM the asseraMy. Widti equal 
readiness diey chained the nheritance to^ tkm' de* 
sceiHitia«» of Q^een Jane ; and, m defimlt o^ sueh* 
heirs, ad&nowledged the King's right to d^qiose of 
the kingdom of England^ and^ the kwdship^ of lre» 
laad, by letters-patent at Vy will. 

Several ads el a similar tendeRcy were passed 
^rilh tittle opposition ; but Lord G^y was too p^i- 
tie to rely on slalutee alene ; he coHeetedf a iiumer>» 
ous army, and, marehing fhwugh- Leinster, veceiTsd 
not onty^ the si!d9mi6aoii- of the sept^ but hostages 
for the fidslky of the chieftaiRSi Unfortunately, he 
at the sanee tine showed tilal the govemment^ was »» 
bout to adopt a new fine of policy in o^r maMeis, 
fully ae beneficial as the religious reforftiafioii, but 
one fer which the country was not prepaared, and 
which, coiMiequently, added to its disf ractionsw Hcwy 
had firmly resolved to break down the extrsn^ai^ 
pO^er of the barons and toparch^ «n4 eheck the js^ 



CIVIt WAW QF. IIWrAND. M^i 

soienpe of «^ o%^;C%>, wJipse aath^rkgr more thi^ 
rivj^ed his o«^. With hi& usual impetuosity, he 
overlooked all th.Q dii^^i^ul^s which impeded the ea^-. 
eaulp^o]^ q£ Bud^ s^ plfU^ ;. he pu^ed on tl^^ civil and 
religious reformatio^ tQgf^ther ;. and, thus ui^it^d if^ 
det^nnined opposition tjbe advoci^tes of this abuaes in, 
both. The ]$ut]^r% t^u^phapt ov^r the Q^aldines, 
<;^ Kildaf e, were tjl^ ro^ost violent ^i^agoiMiSt^ of the; 
Pepul^. Secretly eni^oi^raged ^y Cromer,, Archbishop. 
oC Armagh) the most zpalous aidheieat <;^f Rome, they. 
openly resisted theip^ppliy, an4ev^9^ a^sai)e4 him hj-^ 
(orce of arms.. Tl^ey were» hoifreyer, top la^se tp. ui^n 
dertake open re^lUpn. ;: 9^ while, eng^ed ^ resist-, 
ipig'tb^ local gomenamfsntK Sfint ov«a; the moat fulsopie 
pso&ssicHQS of allegia^e tO) ti^ court of En^^^id* 

A,, p. 15d9ir--^'NiaL did not usi^ even this thii^ 

dLsguise. He p]K^(;laim?d himself ch^ftaim of the 

Noxthenx l^h ; ^nd Ivivii^, by the aid of the clergy^^ 

assembled a numerous army^ he advanced to Taca, 

th^ 8^ of ancient monarchy, and there indulged h^ 

made 91 an. osten/La^ioua i«view of h^ numpsoyj^ 

K>f cea. But thjgs 9hampiou of ^oipe was, i^c£^>ab^ 

o£ aB-y great ei^Ae^rise. Qe contented hifo^eJf wittjl^ 

wasting th^ QOyifftfy ;^ as^ havvig collectj^d a grea^^ 

boQftyA p^cpP^ ^ retw^ home, The Deputy ha^ 

e^pe^4 this, storm, ;^ but it busst iprth before hi^ 

pp;ep^£^p& were, i^omplet^^ Qe sjommpned, Si^ 

WiUi^fjA Brereton to his aid from CheshMe ; ao4> H* 

ii^ jpkied by volunl^eers from Dublin and Dj;ogbe^ 

h^e pursued the Irish army, and overtook them at ^ 

place called BeUa^Q^, oii the bo];4iers of the coun^ 

of Me«th* The V9fi 0^ the Iipish anny was. the only 

p»rt engaged ; the rest looked tamely on, until thei|' 

associates were totally routed, and then fled wj^hpvjl; 

ablpWt About foujr h^ndxe4 were killed in th? 
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battle and the flight. Hie superior oeferity of ther 
fugitives, and their knowledge of the difficult ooim^^ 
saved them from a vigorous pursuit* 

With this victory ended ^e admmistratkm c^ 
Lord Grey, He was recalled to England, and sent 
to the Tower, on charges equally toile and niidi«- 
cipus ; but, knowing the nritabk temper of Heniy, 
he dared not prepare a defence^ but pleaded guilty, 
and threw himself op the zoyalf mercy. But justice 
and mercy were ki vain opposed to a tyrant's ca- 
price. Grey was ordered to execution, and perished 
by the same &te which he had treacherously pre- 
pared for the unfortunate G^raldines. 

Some trifling insinrections, ofier the departure ol 
Lord Grey, were so effectually quelled by Brereton, 
that the partisans of Rome were completely discou* 
ra^ed ; and the new Lord-deputy,, on his anival, 
found all parties prepared' to submit to^ the royi^ 
will. Taking advantage of these ^vourable ciieiBn- 
stances, he summoned a Parliament, and proposed 
to them a change in the government of Ireland^ 
which, though apparently nominal, was reaDy of 
great importance. The English monarchs had fai> 
therto only borne the title of Lords of Ireland 
The style and title of King was now conferred 
on Henry and his heirs ; by which act, the autho* 
rity of the Pope to bestow the kingdom was lirtu^ 
aUy disclaimed. Peerages and promotions 'were at 
the same time liberally bestowed on the most pow- 
erful descendants of the or^ihal^ settlers and the na- 
tive cfaieftaihs; further honours were promised to 
those who showed zeal m the King's service ; and 
such a spirit of loyalty was created, that, when die 
son of Fitzpatrifck, Baron of Upper Os^ry, ewft* 
mitted some outrages, he was dfii]ivered> up to justice 
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by^biii own hthec. The most formidable enemies 

oC dbe EogliBk power were invited to Parliament 

as Peers* De Burgfao was created Earl of Clan- 

licarde, O'Brien became Earl of Thomond, and 

O'Nial resigned the title of his sept for that of 

Sari of Tirowen or Tyrone. Unfortunately, in the 

case of the h0b chieftain, the government counte* 

nanced some of th» anomaties of the Brehon code ; 

for the inhentanoe tahis title and estates was taken 

fxom his legitmpte o&pring, and conferred by pa^ 

tent on his natunj son Matdiew, created Lord 

Dungannon. 

The good eflPecte of Henry's wise policy were 
cdiown, by the restoration of public tranquillity, and 
the sdbmissionr of all to his claim of supremacy. 
The groundwork of the Reformation was laid; and 
nothing was wanting to its complete success, but a 
continuance of the wisdom and justice, the mingled 
moderation and firmness, which marked the Irish 
administration during the remainder of Henry's 
leign. 

The reign of Edward VI. was the crisis of the 
Reformation in Ireland. The guardians of the young 
King^ intent on their own schemes of petty ambition, 
neglected the important interests of the nation ; and 
ibe febric, whiksb Henry had erected with so much 
kbour, soon M tO'iuin. The first recorded incident 
c£ importance in the new re%n, is a monstrous in* 
stance of impolicy and injustice. The O'Moores of 
Leix, and the O'Connors oi OMy, excited some 
disttubances in Leinster. An army, commanded 
by BeUingham, was sent to restrain their excesses, 
and soon drove them to seek refuge in their fiisfr- 
Rfsses. 
- A* IX 1548. Biepresentations wme made to these 
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^yUmsot tk»: ftyoHT: thill Heoi^^ h$di flkma to 
Q!^ifi, avd ot;b!^ in similw oifoiimsiBnceSy. hf 
wUph tihey wei^ 4tM% iiMlu0e4' tct anbmitp. and t^ 
^odertuke » jpum^ infep. Ei^jknll SowmUjj ho«« 
^meri. h»d th^^ aimed ak «>urt» vhwi. diey mn i 
tmach(ex:o«% ^i^od and dwoim into: pmon^ wluk i 
dMif: estiutaa m^o^. seund b}[ tbn r apa nio i ift adwa«>i 
^unani wbp ^ad ad^riaad! tdbaai baae aiA o£ perfidy 
Tibet higb spkMi^ of OrJNAooraauok'undBK- dw indig<«< 
oji^ Q^ QonfipfiiB^nik He. d»id». Wyitaljiing to lus i 
lMaE|% tiie memos; of. bia wsong^. and a heavy debt i 
of vengeance, which they fidled not sub o i ^jw i e otly (Q > 
^ifaet. O'Ci^aK^ waa liaas fortiiMle^ and Ipsg lin- 1 
gmi 10 h(^]«9» oi^ii^ aod e«iil%. 

The e£sc|[( o{ tbia deteaf^nhfe IvanMOlaoa on tk 
iQfpd. of the IiM^ fmsm aod the colonial barosB, 
«u^ Ve easily ccmcei^ved*. Their naaoent confidence 
kt the gov:emp»eP9t waa deatno^wd ;• and BeltiDghaaii 
who had bei9% appoiiDtedr Papaly foe hia treachoyi 
found i impoaaihle tp reatom the agitiMbk>a whidt 
everywhere prevailed. At this un&vourable mo* 
Bienty d^ PcQlecte]^ Somenet^ detmnaaoed to in- 
troduce the refo«M»l litai^ into Ireboil^ ««d seat 
ov^ Saint I^get' i^gi^ a& Deputy iw the piu^ 
poee. 

The Refovnatioii in £^glai»d ^aft a«ppoi^d b/ 
the majorijty of the pe^e, a«d. a goael Wdy of ^ 
deigy» weai^ of the Pafkal yokek Bven befoce the 
preacfaiDg of X^uther^ the Englidk ehurch had ob> 
Gained a ^mdified independevMe* and die netainaUoa 
to its dimities was nrtually vested in Um$ cio:va 
The sovereign, in aaserticig hiaaupremftsy, only con- 
summated what had been coJl^menced hy the eoniti* 
tutions of Clarendon, and completed an inflneno^ 
^hifih ]»ad beea abeedy eseveieed^ Tbe condition 



C- tht Insb chnwh was &r c^rwt.. Thft Effg^iah 
»wed dieir posseaaion ofi Irefaod to « bu^gm mudft 
piA the Pc^ ami the {HP^tea. Tim SoiiaMh (jw^jRob 
■818 tlie gwuan^eft of t&air ascmt^j ; anA th^ gM^3^ 
ssisted in strengthemog tho ppwigc i^Qb> a«!!&Qmd 
lone aUe to ansufe Sitk safety. Tha Iloftiish 
ihurdk to beliwd had <K)nafqneitfi)y boin toiig ack 
tstate q{ ^ realte paramoDUl^ to aUtb^'isst^. eom-* 
wred mtb whkA tha powerof Aa «g«w(Q( aod tba^ 
iligarctby vaa aa nothing. Aa fer the ^opk^^tbey 4i$l 
lo^ posaasa. as yet » voica hi tka stale* Had tfiA- jo?* 
ikdoas Bieasures of Heniy baeni steiMlily pHreMadr^ 
Imd tha barooa and topuaha be^ aoinciKataidt by^ 
IdndnfiSft-'-^kad the people beent won by gesitle ieBiK)i|«' 
itmneey die I^pacy woidd aoen have iQsfr^itsJaiiahr 
GailQweia^ but ineasiiies &t ^Sawiit wi^ puasinad^ 
asd we aU know die eonsequenoe.. The xi^jmsA 
f^esgy wiK^' strangely and cnlpiiUy na^ligaiil. W^ 
a]» told by an Lash c^anei^or o£ ihi» time^ that din^ 
did nob preachi vxose dmgt onee a ye«r i and tha^ tl^ 
amnud sennoR was the only iastvuetien th^ vqvn?!^ 
asfed to aSbid ihm HhqAb* bt dafenk 06 9ioi>a ^^ 
cacioii& meaKia, Aey fdacsed their ^lianee' oi> aiotas q£ 
padawnent and bands <rf 8oldkr% anbatitutixig dMfe 
W and the asrovd fcnr <jbe goapel and tke <9CQaai» 
Saint Legef wecdd willisigly have oaad aa^pedi^i^^ 
less iriolent^ but more afficaeious^ He- wa^ howevei^ 
stripped of his ofiice> on the reprasantalHms of tjkt 
reformed Ardibishc^ of DubUiH and ike acbwii^ 
tmdon given to Sir James Gr^» who was si^cM^ 
ed not to be troubled with unnecessary ararupks* 

The means of conversioii whidi die IVotactor de- 
signed to use in Ireland w^^ aooo. aeieBipli£Q4» 'A. 
pertyt issuing frcwi the garrison of Athloaa> aiitoefe- 
iddie aiMsifiBl ehiKch of Clio o wac TK aae» 4l^tr<^i 
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its ornaments, and defiled its altars. Siiiiilar ei> 
oesses were committed in other parts of the eountryt 
and the first impression produced by the advocates 
of the reformed religion was, that the new systenr 
sanctioned sacrilege and robbery. 

Dowdal, who had been appointed to tlie ArdH 
bishopric of Armagh by Henry, on the death o£i 
Cromer, in opposition to the Papal nominee, vBaez* 
pectedly became the most violent impugner of the 
royal supremacy. But Dowdal was a coward ; and 
when the parliament, • to punish his obstinacy, trans- 
ferred the primacy fiK>m Armagh to DubHn, he a^ 
bandoned the contest and his diocess together. 
O'Nial, the Bail of Tyrone, was a much more for^ 
midable enemy. The &te of the O'Moore and the 
O'Corroll excited his fears. Hie plundering of Clon* 
macnoise alarmed his prejudices; and the eldest^ 
his legitimate children, Shane or John'O^Nial, sac- 
oessfuDy laboured to prejudice him agaiiist Matthew, 
on whom the late King had settled the inheritance. 
While Tyrone yet wavered, Matthew, seeing the 
danger by which he was threatened, made the most 
alarming representations to Crofts, the Lord-*deputy; 
and the governor, with the short-sighted policy whidi 
characterized his administration, contrived, by treach- 
ery, to secure the persons of Tyrone and his Coud- 
tess, whom he instantly placed in close confinement. 
Tbe inevitable consequence was, to place the- dan 
entkely at the disposal of the turbulent Shane, who^ 
assisted by a body of Scots, committed the most feai^ 
ful depredations. 

While affairs were* thus in confusion, the death of 
Edward VI. produced a new revolution. The c^- 
o»8 of state changed their religion wh;h the same 
^Mhty they had di^layed on £c«mer oecasioBsy and 
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Ae gieat body of the cleigy followed their example. 
Unfortunately, some priests and prdates had efi- 
denoed the sincerity of their conversion by marrying. 
Wives were not so easily got rid of as creeds ; and 
they were unwillingly forced to preserve their consis- 
tency, aad retire. Dowdal was restored to his see 
and die primacy, while the most violent of his <^ 
ponents were compelled to fly. 

The Queen commenced her reign by several acts 
equally just, humane and politic. She granted an 
amnesty to those who had proclaimed Lady Jane 
Grey in Dublin ; she restored the heir of Kildare to 
his title and estates ; and she liberated O'Ccmnor of 
Ofidly, who had been so long a prisoner. 

The restoration of the old religion was effected 
without violence ; no persecution of the Protestants 
was attCTopted ; and several of the English, who fled 
from the mrious zeal of Mary's inquisit<)rs, found a 
safe retreat among the Catholics of Ireland^ It is 
but justice to this maligned body to add, that on 
the three occasions of their obtaining the u{^r hand, 
th^ never injured a single person in life or limb fdr 
profe8sia|; a religion different from their own. '' They 
had sunered persecution and learned mercy^** as 
they showed in the reign of Mary, in the wars from 
1641 to 1648, and during the brief triumph of 
James II. 

Even in Ireland, however, Maiy fully proved her 
right to the title of Bloody. The septs of O'Moore 
and 0*Carroll argued, with great justice, that they 
I had no right to forfeit their lands for the errors ct 
dudi chie&. The ground was the property of the 
dm; and the guilt of the leaders, though ever so 
clearly proved, could by no means involve their fc^u- 
i^tmt against whom, not the shadow of a charge 
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eOttld be tonight. The Irish govemmeiit 
l^y«naiguineateu£SM»entlychmractenstic. Ttwydei 
ea no repl)^ veihal or written, but sent an tamji 
dme the people of Leix and Ofally^m their 
seasioBSy and to punish by martial kiw all who 
4o make any leaastanoe. Military violeBce and ma^ 
tial la# aie species^of oreaaoning) to which thelool 
governors of Ireland hate, on moie than one ooo^ 
sien, -had leeoUrae^ to -sUenoe the 'damouxs of ^uSer- 
Ulg innooenoay ^or to ipunish sesiatance to intoknUl 
tession. In 'this instance Iheyweremwceisfnli 
^he inhdhitants^lf the devoted distriots wot piusittl 
Wth fire.and moid. In 4he (words of an old htftom&t 
'' the fires of burning huts wtrealaked by the blood 
of the inhabitants **ji audit was with difficulty tbta 
miserable fcmnant wvaaawed by the .generous iDt8^ 
fersnce -of the £aib of (Kildare and 'Oasoiy. To 
peilfpetuate the memory of the massacKy it was di* 
reuted by the>g!overom«At» that Ofidly andLeiKsbouM 
far the future be itamed <the -King^s and Queen's 
County, and4heir<dueftownsPhilm6townandMai7* 
bdroUghy in hoKOur ^ King Philip and Qwtn 
Mury. 

The tuibulent Shane Cl^ial, or O'Neill, as tbe 
name now 'began to be wikten, was as little ineliiud 
U> submit to Mary aa he had been to Edward. Jo 
contempt of the Deputy's remonstrance, he seneved 
the war ^aimdt his brother Matthew, and ;pcociired 
his aSjAssmation. He then joined a son 4>f tbe 
chieftain of Tyreonnell inau'Sttemptto subdue ''Cal' 
^h, the heir of that chieftaincy, who had deprived 
his &ther of .pointer, and detained him in .priaon« 
This es^pedition nearly proved &tal to the 4idT0B* 
turous youth. His eamp was suxprieed by night, bis 
£oUowenB touited, and he himaalf ascMped w^ difr 



CIVIL ^AUS Ot titSI^AND. t?i 

»idty by a imfid fliglit. Jdhti, tliough thtis diefeated) 
lost neither his courage nor his Spiifit. On the death 
of his father, he tmhesitiitingly -tocik tipon himself 
the command of the sept, atid 'thc^ openly set the 
government at defiitoce. 

A. D. 1558. Etiaabeth, tm her aocessioti, ^und 
Ireland in a dUUse of €be titmost distraction. Daniel 
O'Brien and the Etffl of Thomond mere engaged in 
a iieroe war 'fdr the i^ieftaincy of North Munstdr. 
Th^ ^^raidtnes <yf (BinMnond, «nd the ^Btitkrs <tf 
OmibnS, ^fiBed tbh *eHtite %oti^ with ^!drifi»^ion by 
iheb iiicessant 'hosiilitidfi. IhOdnYiatight, the D^ 
BmghDs of Chmrioafde 'w«^ fiercely assailed by the 
rhral btttnch ^esdtoded from MacrWilliara Onghw 
ter. Iti 'Leinstdr, i^he '{dufidered Mliigees ^frdm I^k 
and 'OFally songbt ireveng^ by maihsiuding and laying 
tm^te Ae country in 'small band^; and in Ul^er, 
John'O^ill wits'fa^t making himself master of the 
eneive piovince. The Earl ^f SodSiex, the Lord^de- 
puty, on his depantire -Ibr Et^land, intrusted the 
gotientment to 'Sir^H^nry lSydne)s;and dit^cted him 
to mttudi'^to'BQndalk, and demand from O'Neill an 
explanation of hkcsprbeeedings. 

The enemies iof O'Neill keM^ ^dseribed him in 
thie most inoonsiaent <K^dm^. They assert thi^t he 
wss addicted to ihe most brtttal'^iKcesses, particular 
ly to b^Mtly intdxioiltion ; that he iMis tade, ignofatft^ 
and barbarous; >^ile, at the sam^ time, they tepfe- 
sent hiiii as (nnsliOus, eii^cum^c^, and acute. A 
man, hdtrev^, who was able ^to win the confidence 
of the tgaUant Sydney, and'sobseqtidntly to obtains 
tnme than ordinary shore MOf Elit^beth^s favour^ 
eobli neither hatieb^ uncivilised norbriftal. Th^y 
ifho|»luodeted his 'estates by tiftir 'capacity, slander- 
td^him %Hheir oaiaike ; but «i«ie, ^e Addresser «f 
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injuries, permits us now to do justice to the tmfeN 
tunate with impunity. 

Warned by the fate of O'Moore and O'CarroM, 
John was too wise to entef the English camp.' 
When summoned, he replied, that he was engaged 
in celebrating the christeaing of his child ; and add- 
ed a request, that Sydney would come and witness 
the ceremony, and become sponsor to the new-bom 
babe. To the great annoyance of those undeilHigs 
who infested the seat of government) and hoped to 
carve out fortunes for themselves by confiscation* and 
plunder, Sydney accepted the invitation. He was 
entertained with great hospitality^ and even magni- 
ficence. The ceremony was performed with more 
thsui ordinary solemnity, and Sydney then proceeded 
to enter on the real business of his visit. To his 
great astonishment, the account given by O'Neill of 
aU fdrmer transactions, was totally different fix>m Ae 
represmtations made at the castle. . So fiir horn 
being an obstinate rebel, he proved himself a man 
" more sinned against than sinning) " one who had. 
been driven to take up arms as the only means left 
for protecting his property and person. Witii great 
dignity and composure, he stated his right to the 
succession of Tyrone, which was equally dear by 
the English and the Irish law. According to the 
former, he was the heir, as being the eldest legiti- 
mate son ; and, in accordance with the latto", he 
had been unanimously chosen tanist by the sept 
He denied the authority of any letters-pat^it to de- 
stroy a right of succession derived firom « long line 
of illustrious ancestors ; and though he professed 
himself a^iege subject of the Queen, he churned his 
right to the sovereign^ of Tyrone, both by descent 
and the free election of the clansmen* Sydney was 
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with the force and justice of these aigumeixts»- 
He consulted his counsellors, whom the candour 
and fiimness of O'NeHl had ^rown into, confusion* 
By their advice, he declared that the matters stated 
were too important Ibr him ta decide, but promised 
to lay them before the Queen. In the meantime, 
he advised the chieftain to preserve lus allegiance, 
and to confide in the royal honour for such an ar- 
rangement as wcfidd be found right and equitable^ 
O'Neill promised to observe this advice, and they 
parted in the utmost amity. This incident has been 
detailed at some length, on account of the important 
light it throws on the character and motives of this 
gallant but unfcHtunate chief, whose future career 
must occupy no inconsiderable portion of this his-* 
tory. 

The Earl of Sussex soon returned from England, 
with special directions to restore the reformed wor-r 
ship. So far as the prelates and parliament . were, 
concerned, the Deputy found little opposition. Out 
of nineteen bishops, seventeen abjured Popeiy, as 
readily as in the former reign they had rejected 
i^estantism % and the two recusants were speedily 
punished Ibr their obstinacy, by being ejected from 
thei^ sees. The peers, whose descendants in our 
days acre for the most part Roman Catholics, did 
Hot at this time diow any particular zeal for a reli- 
gion- in whose cause they subsequently su£Pered so 
8eyerefy;and the commoners, though i:ather mofe 
obstinate, had little ambition to become martyrs. 
After, some opposition, acts were passed for securing 
the royal supremacy, establishing the use of the re<« 
formed lituigy, vesting the appointment of bishops 
in the crown without tlie formality o£ & conge (Telirey. 
and inflicting severe, penalties on all who absentied 
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themselves from the service of the churdb -el fiag- 
land. Having thus accomplished ^e purpose for 
which it was oonvenedy the padiament was dis- 
solved. 

Theie were two parties overlooked by the wise 
legislators in this transactioiiy who were not to be 
danged so rapidly and so easily as the peers and 
prelates. Thtte were the in&rior dcacgy and the 
Irish pe<^le. Notwithstanding the introduction of 
the Papal 83nitem by Henry IL, inuch of the primi« 
tive simphoty and Christian kindliness of their na- 
tional church was preserved among the lower ranks 
of the Irish .ecdesiastics. They lived on tenns of 
fiuniliar intercourse with their flocks, imbibed many 
of their prejudices, and iduured in most of their sn^ 
ferings. While the prelates looked to Rome or 
England as the source whence their wealth and power 
flowed, the native clergy, excluded by a jealous po* 
licy from the higher offices oi the diurch, consoled 
themselves for £e disappointment of ambitioi in the 
love of their congregations. They disliked the Re< 
fi)rmation, because it was a system introduced by a 
people whose conduct had given too mudi reason 
for their being esteemed oppnssors. They were 
disgusted at the marvellous oderity with whidi their 
superiors changed creeds apd religions, as if they 
were matters in which it was oidy necessary to fol- 
low the example of the sovereign. Under these dr- 
oumstances, they readily lent an ear to the emiassiies 
of Rome, who encoaraged them to maintain the 
*' ancirat religion;" and by this equivocal term they 
were led to become advocates of those papal usurpa- 
tions, which their predecessors had str^mously tt' 
osted when introduced by die Englisk Whether 
this influential body could have been induced to 
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mppoTt the new syMem, if measures were taken to 
conciliate their affections, is tineertam* The expe- 
riment never was tiled. Th^ were not evcfn asked 
-to diange their opkuons, but were msceremdniously 
drireti from ^eir cuks, dtid their places fiUed by 
strangers, the reftise of th<$ English enui^h. 

The conversion of &e people was seennngly not 
meditated by those who patronized the Reformation 
in Ireland. Comptdsion was ikte only means of dif- 
fusing the r<ifoniied docti!iiie wliich (hejr could un- 
derstsid ; and l^eir ifiisparitig use of it soon made 
the name of Proftestantism detested. The very first 
and most esseiitiaii part of the Protestant ^scipline 
was neglected. The boast of the reformers justly 
was, that, the prayers bemg no longer read in an 
unknown tongue, all the congregation might share 
with heart and spmt fit the worship of their heaven- 
ly ^h^r. But, tiiough it was notorious that no 
kngnage but Irish was intelligible beyond the walls 
of Dublin, no provisiofi was made ht a liturgy or 
preadiing in the only language known to the great 
majority of the population. In the very act that esta- 
Uished the r«lfonned liturgy, its framers, with whim- 
sdcal inconsistencf, Hitroouced a clause, permitting 
the service to be celebrated in Ladn, where an Eng- 
lish Deader ccmld not be procured. Of English and 
Latin the mukitode being equalk ignonmt, prdetred 
that which was sanctioned by old associations. With 
greater reason, they adhered to a clergy who under- 
stood their kngui^, feHfor their wants, tind sym- 
ptthieed with their fe^ttg», in preference to a host 
c^ 'fefeignefSk wkh whom they could maintain no 
tJonvttvation, aifd by whom they were regarded as an 
iiifexior order ofbc^gs. Theattaehment orthelri^ 
to^Pdpei^i ianot mifeqtieMly brought as tt serious 
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rchaige agaiQSt them — ^when, m tnidiy thej were 
driven to embrace that religious syatem by iiie per- 
tinacious folly of their Protestant governors. 

The clergymen imported into Ireland by the go- 
vemmenty were for the most part needy adventurers^ 
as bankrupt in reputation as they were in fortune. 
They were collected from the candidates that had 
been refused a&nission to the English churchy and 
sent over, like a band of conscript^ to Ireland. A 
few made some exertions to discharge their duty ; 
^but the difference of language. was a stumbling-Uod: 
which they had not the industry to remove. The 
rest paid no -regard to the matter; they colleoted 
their revenues in those districts where the authority 
of government was supported by the presence of an 
army ; where that protection was wanting, they 
abandoned the field to the native clergy, and con- 
tented themselves with petitioning the government 
against the horrid abuse of allowing their tithes to 
be diverted to the support of Popery. One of the 
statutes for establishing the r^ormed religion in Ire- 
land, enacted, that every rector, on induction, should 
.take an oath to establish and maintain a school in 
•his parish, for the education of the poor. So &r, 
the statute was obeyed. The oath was regularly 
taken, and its obligation as regularly disre^vded, 
down to the commencement of the present cen- 
tury. . 

The intentions of the Queen and her advisers in 
JEnglandy were doubtless wise and good ; but, igno- 
rant of all the drcumstanoes of 3ie country, and 
^surroimded by those who thought it their interest to 
mislead her, she made use of means, not only in- 
adequate, but ruinous to the cause they were de- 
signed to support. Thus it happenfsd, that the Re- 



» 
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fiNrmationy the primary and great cause of the hap* 
piness and the glory of Enghind, produced in Ire- 
land nothing but confusion and misery and degrada- 
ti(m« There were many golden opportunities offer- 
ed, when^ by temperate and judicious measures. 
Protestantism might have been fixed in Ireland on a 
secure basis* They were all lost by the culpable 
ne^igence of some, or the more culpable profligacy 
of others. It is painful to dwell on the sins of 
omission and commission of the church of England, 
of which the writer is a devoted member ; but it i^ 
worse than useless to disguise the truth. Its esta- 
blishment in Ireland eidiibits the most flagrant in<** 
stances of both positive and negative delinquency,; 
which, as our history will show, have produced the. 
most pernicious and &tal consequences. 



./ 
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CHAMER X. 
Tht Wwn a^tdiut Johm O^Jfrntt and <la Metri ofM>8§ m t u d 

The proceedings of John O'Neill continued to fill 
the inhabitants of dtt Fide with alarm ;--*4]e had 
fbroed dw (yUeilfys to betome his tributariea^- and 
give hostages for ^eir fidelity ;«-<^e had revenged his 
)ate loss in Tyrconnel, by a new and successful in- 
vasion of that district ; — and he had erected a strong 
fort on one of his islands^ whose name, Foogh ne 
GaJl (the terror of the stranger), showed that he 
was determined to assert his independence. The re- 
presentations of the colonists induced the Deputy to 
march with all his forces against this powerful chief; 
and O'Neill, assembling his vassals, prepared for a 
desperate resistance. Neither party was willing to 
commence hostilities. O'Neill dreaded to encounter 
the entire power of England : Sussex, the Deputy, 
a blunt honest soldier, was disinclined, by an unne- 
cessaiy war, to gratify the rapacity of those who 
longed to enrich themselves by confiscations. By 
the mediation of the Earl of Kildare, an accommo- 
dation was effected. O'Neill, as before, professed 
entire submission ; but stated that he was compelled 
to take arms, by the artifices of his enemies, wha 
seduced his vassals to revolt, and had even attonpt- 
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cd to dttltroy him by asrassinatioh. Of such de* 
testable piactioes he oftered the strongest proo&; 
and Sussex, satisfied with the apology, acknowledged 
his title as tanist, and gave him reason to hope, that 
the patent formerly granted to his brother Matthew 
woold be revoked, and that he should himself be ac* 
loiowledged heir to. the earldom of Tyrone. 

Enooosaged by the Deputy, O'Neill resolved on . 
proceeding to London, and laying his claims before 
the Queen in person. He even accompanied the 
Di^uty to Dttblui, though he well knew that the ua«»i 
derlings of the govenmient there were bent on his 
deatraction. Soon after his arrival, the Irish chief 
w«8 informed, that a plot was formed for his arreet ; 
and that nothing but a speedy departure for England 
Qoold save him firom imprisonment. The character 
of Sussex, forbids us to believe that he had any con« 
oem in the meditated treachery. It is, however^ 
dottbtfol, if it had suooeeded, whether he could hanre' 
resisted his coUeaguea at the council-board. O'Neill 
lost no time in making his escape. He set sail with; 
a trusty bond of followos, armed and dressed after 
the manner of their country, and soon anxved in. 
London* 

- The actual appearance of a native chief, attmded. 
by his escort of wild Irishmen, created a sensation, 
in the English capital that has rarely been equalled. 
O'Neill had judiciously sdected the tallest and best 
loojung of his GaUoglasses ;«— -their heads were bare,. 
^NJtocted only by long and flowing tresses; they 
wore linen vests of a deep safiron^cdiour, with wide 
tfwk sleeves, protected by a light and graceful coot. 
d mail ^'-•Uieir arms were broad battle-axes and short 
swords, fonxnng altogether a spectacle equally novel' 
aod. interesting* The otisens of {^ondon,. then as 
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now, ardent admiren of novelty, were en rap i u rcd ;* 
they crowded round the chie^ and loudly cheered* 
him as he passed through the streets. '. EUaabeth her- . 
self was delighted at so romantic an inddent ; ^e 
received O'NeiU with more than ordinary &vour; lis- 
tened to his allegations with complacency ; promised 
to do his claims full justice; and added to these siiIh 
standal benefits iUttering courtesies of a mote intoxi- 
catmg nature. 

- The return of O'Neill, confirmed in all his hcK 
nours, and the cora|dete acknowledgment of his 
ri^ht to the title and estates of Tyrone, immediately 
after, filled the Queen's Irish -servants, with dismay. 
The Irish chief, with more loyalty than prudence, 
proceeded to give the stroi^est proof of the sincerity-, 
of his allegiance, by attacking the Hebridean Scots^^ 
who. had been hitherto his most zealous allies in the. 
wars with the English. O'Neill completely con- 
ouered these maraudos, and obtained the wamesl. 
thanks from the Queen as his reward ; but hei gi»- 
titude was limited to words» and was more than 
counterbalanced by tho jealousy and hatred widi 
which the- Lords of the Pkle regarded this great 
leader. The services of O'Neill could not be mis-, 
represented; his conduct defied the strictest scruti- 
ny ; but it was easy to attribu^ to him evil designtt 
and dangerous intentions. The officers of the crown 
in Ireland were liberal in discovering motives fi>r the. 
most innocent actions of the great northern £»L 
They sent over countless letters, detailing the dan?* 
gers.to be apprehended from the revolt which they 
asserted he meditated. His success over the Scots 
was, in their representations, a mere cloak for trea- 
son ; — ^his war against these invader^ a pretext fer 
maintainip^ an ajmiy without sUfSpicioi^ Worn. out- 
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hf a saceession of sut^ messages, EUwbeth at 
Idigth. replied, that ^^ if he revolted, it would be the; 
better for her servants, as there would be estatea 
enough for them, all." 

This memorable answer has often been quoted aa 
an exemplification of the detestable pohcy subse-* 
quently practised in numerous instances ; namely, t<X 
provoke the Irish proprietors to revolt, in order that 
dieir estates might be forfeited, and shared among;- 
the rapacious retainers of government. Such, hdw-« 
ever, was not perhaps Elizabeth's design. Though 
fhe was indisputably a heartless tyrant, smd, on more 
occasions than one, openly and atrociously violated: 
the first principles of justice, it would be too violent 
an inference to say, that her hasty reply to calm 
gtbundless fears, and check absurd terrors, was in- 
tended as a serious avowal of abominable treachery^> 
adopted aa a principle of government. But, what-- 
^ver meaning the Queen affixed to this ill-omened 
phrase, her servants in Ireland interpreted it in the 
worst sense* Thenceforward, the hope of acquiring 
great northem estates became their ruling princ^le^ 
of action, and the commencement of a rebellion the 
object of their earnest prayers. 

Sir Henry Sydney, the new Lord«dep«ty, was 
persuaded by the council to station a garrison at 
Qerry, in the very heart of O'Neill's country-^»a 
measure equally unnecessary and insulting. It was 
unnecessary ; for the country was perfectly tranquil ; 
snd, at all events, the distance of Derry from the 
Pale made the garrison useless, in case of common 
tion. It was insulting, for it showed O'Neill that 
lie was suspected by the government ; and it besides 
lowered his dignity with his followers, who thought, 
that,, having b^ received into favour by the Queen^ 
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Im kad * right to the command of mywftkbtm 
abitioiied within his districts^ Many modem wiil^ 
aMy looking upon th« ivktign between O'Neitt ani 
Elizabeth as precisely the same as that whaeh eai^ 
ad between the Queen and any English noblBmBiit 
have tsken the pains to show^ that diis gaoiscB 
fiMrmed no jnst gnrand of complaint. But the Lad* 
ahief stood in no such relation* He was a pellf 
prince^ and not a; feudal baran. The alkguncB 
iHiick he owed the crowns was the same as tlrtt 
which the German piinees anden^ gave to tfas 
Emperor, as may easily be proved, by t^Sasaag ta 
At numerous treaties made at different tanesbe* 
tmetia the (XNiak imd the Englkh govenmient^ 

As had been foreseen, O'Neill resoked to lemova 
llie garrison ofDerryat aH hazards; but, with his 
usual policy, he contrived to make tiie En^^ish tin 
aggresson* He led a body of forces befdce the 
walls of the gairison, which Randolph, the govuraoTr 
immediately attacked, but was defeated and skia. 
C^KeiU sent a strong remonstrance to the Depot; 
against this unwanantable act of hostility^ and pio* 
posed a conference at Dundalk, in order to ex^iak 
his grievances. But, before any amicable airange" 
mant could be made^ news arrival that the magarine 
of Detry had been blown up by accident^ and iSbe 
gnnson forced to evacuate the town. This event 
was magnified into a stupendous miracle by seme 
idle fenatics. It was asserted, that the holy JLdba^ 
kiU, indignant atithe ptofenation of his feivouzite le* 
sidenccy had sent an enormous wol^ with a fakzisg 
brand in her mouth, which she dropped in the chuidi 
desecmted by the heretics to an arsenaL This mc^ 
9trou8 fiction could scarcely have imposed oa 0'Nb9> 
but it was greedily received by his ignoRBst £fiik0i 
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J^Mtended mtmAn in £&vour of the Rotnash 
hafe been of firefoent occimeBce in Irekndy 
and AM not quite kid ande at iAiit present day. The 
imtar of thie history remembers to hare heard of at 
least a hondred within the hut twenty years, which^ 
; thoo^ to the fiill as absurd as that oil the incendiary 
wdlf^ were firmly believed by the lower orders. In* 
qpbed cither l^ belief in the miracle, or the eonfi* 
I dence which the tale gave his adherents, O'Neill le^ 
;fiBsed to meet the Deputy, and openly laised the 
standakl of revolt* His ftrat enterprise was an at* 
;tack upon Ardmagh, which he took by assault, and 
jbomed down the cadiedral, because it had been pol- 
; hited by the reformed wor^ip. He then devastated 
;Fennaneigb, and even ventund to attack Dundalky 
; but was repulsed with loss and disgrace. O'NeiD 
J soon found that ^e Deputy had anticipated the war, 
;aod that the emissaries quartered at Derry had been 
{asoretSy undennining his power, from the first m6* 
; mont of their arrival m his countiy. ^O'Donnell of 
, Tyroonnell, and MKruire of Fermanagh, were pef^ 
j soaded to si^port the English government ; and se^ 
f venl inferior septs, which had lutherto acknowledged 
* his power, now refused obedience* Still the gallnit 
, dnrf was undaunted. He sent emissaries to the Earl of 
\ Desmond and the chiefis of Connaught, inciting them 
' to revolt ; and even despatched agents to the courts 
, of Rome and Spain, requesting them to assist him in 
I NsCoring the Catholic diurch of Ireland. But aU 
. hb efibrts were vain ; he was now fairly in the toils^ 
^ and escape was impossible. Desmond, his chief 
;'hDpe, dedared for the government, and firom abroad 
I there appeared no sign of relief His fiuth&d fol- 
1 Wks^ surrounded % enemies on all sides, M gal^ 
j Gently, but M in vain; and at last the chief watt 
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unwillingly forced to admowledge, that furtll^r xe* 
ststance was vain* He now resolved to surrender 
himself to the D^uty, and throw himself oa the 
mercy of the govemmeiit. But, just as he was a- 
boiit to depart, his secretary reminded him of the 
&te of O'Moore, and recommended him to ^seek, in 
preference, the protection of his old allies the He* 
hridean Scots, A hurge body of these adventuress 
was now encamped at Clan-hu-boy ; and though they 
had lately suffered severely from O'Neill's hostility, 
he trusted that they would aid him against the Eng- 
lish, their common enemy. 

Having sent an embassy to Clan-hu-boy, and ob- 
tained a &vourable answer, O'Neill^ with a few 
faithful followers, proceeded to the Scottish can^. 
But an emissary of government had preceded him. 
Piers, a British officer, i\ disgrace to his countiy 
and his profession, had undertaken the task . of per- 
suading the Scottish chief to murder his unsuspect- 
ing guest. The desire of revenge united with the 
thirst of ^ain in seducing Clan-hu-boy to consort 
At an entertainment given by an Irish Lord, [a, pre- 
concerted quarrel was raised with some of O'NeLU's 
followers. At a given signal, the banquetuog-room 
Was filled with soldiers, and all the Irish were slaiQ. 
O'Neill's head was sent to Dublin, and Piers re- 
p^ived a thousand marks from the government as a 
reward for the murder. The Deputy then marphed 
fjirough Tyrone without meeting any resistance* 
fmd nominated a feeble old man tanist of the sept, 
to prevent the clan from choosing a more efficient 
Reader. 

. .Thus terminated the first important civil war after 
the Reformation. It cannot* without a gross abuse 
9S ternois, be called a rebellion ; and the authors who 
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kscve chosen to describe it as a religious rebelHoir, 
are gvo^ of positive and wanton falsehood. The 
burning of the cathedral at Armagh, the only evi- 
dence of hostility to the newly established fornii pf 
religion, was, in O'Neill's circumstances, an act of 
necessary policy. When his old feudatories and 
fiiends were bribed to desertion ;. when his allies in 
the West and South became either neutral or hos* 
tile ; -when he was left almost alone amidst his ene- 
mieSy the only chance of escape remaining was to 
obtain aid from abroad. The orthodoxy of the 
chieftain was more than suspected. In &ct, he was 
supposed to have become attached to the principles 
of the Reformation during his visit to England, and 
to have been deterred from a public acknowledgment 
of his conversion, by a well«-grounded fear of los^ 
ing the confidence of his followers, without in the 
slightest degree abating the rancorous and rapacious 
emnity of the Irish government. He burned the 
cathedral as an evidence of his sincerity in. the 
cause of the old religion ; but the Romish party 
still refused to trust him ; and some of its most vio- 
lent supporters united with the Deputy for his de- 
struction. But, though the war against O'Neill had 
no connection with O'Neill, either in its cause or 
progress, its consequences were most injurious to 
the cause of the Reformation. The detestable 
policy by which their' fiivourite leader was destroy- 
ed, inspired the Irish with a fierce hatred against 
every English institution, civil and religious. . They 
judged of the new system by its effects ; and these 
they found were trelu^hery, robbery, and assaissi* 
nation. 

. ' The Lords of the Pale, and the other barons of 
Kormm descent, witnessed the destruction of O'NeiU 
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svith indifferehoe* They litde thought ihat Ae go- 
Temors looked with equal cupidity on the estates of 
the native Irish^ and the cxtensiye domains acqtiired 
fay the descendants of the early settlers. But thej 
were soon taught, that rapacious avarice is indBscii- 
ndiiate in its objects ; attd that one suceessfid act of 
lieac^rous policy soon leads to ihe commissioii of 
another, 'the vast estates of the Earl of Desmond 
vere not likdy to escape the notioe of those vdion 
a eotemporaiy jusdy calls ^ the hrnignr Tukmcs 
that haunted the Castle of Dohlin." His power, 
fiom the union of the privileges bodi of an Bug- 
iish peer and an Iridi diie^ was viewed by 1^ 
government with is jealous eye ; and the se^ 
111 Lords-deputy were ^offended by the style of 
han^ty ind^iendenoe assumed on all occasions 
by the proud nobleman* His wars with the But- 
lers were freqnenL On one occasion he was 
ATOundedy made prisoner, and borne by his ene- 
«aies in a litter ftom the field, ^' Where now k 
the great Eail of Desmond ? " asked the insoltiiig 
victors. " Where, but in has proper place ? " re- 
|fied the galknt Lord, *^ still iqion Uie necks of the 
fintlers. " Ormond, his great rival, inferior to & 
Geraldine in wealth, power and vdour, more than 
atoned for this deficiency by his political skffi and 
superior talents as a courtier. He visited Englaoid, 
and soon insini»ted himself into the confidence of 
the Queen. He returned to Dublin, justly bdievieg 
that the royal favour would more than cotmiler- 
balance the valour of his rival, or the justice of Imb, 
oUoBs; The dt^yute about Uie boundaries ef their 
several estates, was referred to Sydney the Loi^ 
deputy^ After a cauefiil investigation, he decided in 
&vour of Desmond. Ormond flf)peaIedtotk#^ieen, 
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And acoosBd Sydney of partiality. Without the 
sli^iteBt inquiry, Elizabeth severely reprinumded the 
Cbief Grovemor, and conunanded him to cniamine 
the case i^ain. Sydney, on the aeoond trialy re* 
versed hi»%>nner dedaion, and not only commaiided 
I>eamond to reatore the disputed landa, but also to 
xeiinburse Oimond fi)r the loases he had sustained* 
Irritated at aoch flagrant injustice^ Desmond flatly 
refiiaed obedience ; whereupon he was seized by the 
Deputy, and sent a prisoner to Dublin* The Ead 
requested permission to lay his grievances before the 
Qneen, which was grantecL He proceeded to Lou* 
don with several Irish lords, who were graciouflly 
received ; but Desmond and his brother werc^ with- 
out the dightest investigation, sent to the Tower, 
where they were detained as prisoners for several 
years. It is not surprising that such monstrous ty<- 
nrniy cbould inspire both with an aversion to the 
English government, that ended only with their 
Hims. 

The muider of O'Neill, and the inqirisonment of 

Desmond, became the signal for new commotions in 

lodajnd* Sir Edmund Butler, Inrother to the Earl 

g£ Onnond, seized the opportunity of attaekii^ the 

Genddiiiies, now deprived of their head, and di»* 

tncted by internal dissensions. The Earl of Clanc 

carfey deemed the moment finwnirable for claiming 

the sovenignty of Munster, and took up arms fot 

the pmpoae. Even Tirlough of Tyrone, who had 

heen set up in O'Neili's pnee, was about tp shon 

the usual andution of his fionily. In the midst dT 

these disorders, Sydn^ summoned a parliamenty and 

It tfaf) same time took very extraordinary preoautienB 

|o secure a majority. Scrend members were retufn« 

id &r towns that had new bcca inooKpoiated ; not 
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a few of the sheriffs and magistrates returned ihim* 
selves ; and a number of the dependents of the court 
were nominally elected for places of which they did 
not even know the name. The latter circumstano! 
is not unparalleled in the modem history of the 
Irish legislature, if we may credit an anecdote that 
was publicly related in the Irish parliament. Shortly 
before the Union, a member for a Munster borough 
being in London, wished to hear a debate in the 
English House of Commons. He presented him* 
self to the door-keeper, . and asked to be fibown to 
the place set apart for Irish members* The door* 
keeper asked his name, and the place which he re- 
presented. The former query was readily answered, 
but the latter could not meet a reply. ^^ We are 
bilged to be particular," said the officer, ^^ lor 
Barrington the pickpocket got admittance here flome 
nights since as an Irish member. " *^ Really, I for- 
get the name of my borough, " said this worthy re- 
presentative of an independent constituency ; ** but 
if you bring me the Inm Directory^ I wiU show it 
to you immediately* " 

Notwithstanding all the care of Sydney, the op- 
ponents of government constituted a respectable mi- 
nority, and the loudness of their clamours in some 
degree compensated for their numerical deficiency. 
Headed by Sir Edmund Butler and Sir Christopher 
Bamewal, a gentleman of great legal acquirements, 
ihe opposition arraigned the constitution of the par** 
liament,' and expressly denied its competency to pasa 
any single act. The judges were consulted on diis 
iQq>ortant topic, and of course decided in favour of 
the crovm. They were, however, obliged to go to 
the House of Commons, and deliver their opinions 
in person, before! Barnewal and his party could be 
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■w e d iatP:iih«ifaiop>- Ai icogtjb a hiUMMiiitiro- 
duced, ta the support of vbick ail showed won«* 
drous zeal ajid unftnunity. This was an act for the 
fiucfeilure of O'Neill's esJtalM» and Tsafing the pro^ 
party of Tyronie in the oronvn. The hope of shanng 
the spoil, £M::oiice reconciled the English by bhrtb 
and.die £n^h by Uood; and this ivfaolesale oon« 
fiacation pasaed without a dissentient Toioe. In 
otlier matters, the opposiiioD dbowed lass compliance ; 
sad « atoooy sessiony in uridch much was said and 
l^e done, was at icngib abruptly termbaled by an 
angry prorogation. 

Sax EdmundBuder returned home^ detennined to 
reaiat.the government by every means in his power. 
Sia Peter Caiew laid daim to some laiMh possessed 
bj this turbulent knight; and Butler, aware that the 
law was in &Tour of his adveraary, prq;Mir«d to dei* 
fend his possesHons by force of arms. At the same 
time Hm Qeraldines ot Desmond, -enraged at the /im« 
priaonment of the £arl, were said to have received a 
Spaniab emissary, sad to have tmited with- their mor^ 
tal ^lemies the Butlers in preparing a general re* 
volt* Carew was ordered to march against Butkr, 
and immediately put his army in motion. IDe stormed 
one of his rival's castles, nmigedhis la^d^, and then, 
advandii|; to Kilkeoi^y.took quiet posaesdon of the 
town* Hearing th^ a party of Butlers' were in the 
ueighbourhood, he narcbed out and found an un« 
armed multitude seemingly assembled from mere cu«. 
i^oaity. Carew, however, anxious to signalise his 
vafeur, assailed the unsuspectmg, and alew four 
I^undred without the least resiatauce* Tbb of course, 
was represented by the partisans of government as a 
glorious victory; but .there were many who denoun* 
<»d it as a .bart^us and inhuman carnage. 

VOL. I. nr 
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About this- time, Sk John Plnrot begaa to>take j^ 
lead in the affairs of Ireland. He was si:^^x}6ed to 
be the natural son of Henry the Eighth, and he in- 
herit much of tho better parts of that monarch's 
character. Proud, fiery and infleouble, he braved ever^ 
dai^r, and faced every difficulty ; but, equally poli* 
tic and humane, he restrained tike rabid i^^)ettte fiup 
blood which Elizabeth's officers too frequently ex^ 
hibited. By a judicious exertion of military sldft 
and conciliating measures, he reduced the> south to 
tranquillity, and made Fitz^lMl^ivice the leader of tb^ 
Geraldines a prisoner. 

■ Sir WUliam Fitz-William succeeded Sydney in the 
govermnent of Ireland. DmiBg his administFabOD 
several grants of the &>r&ited kads were made hf 
Elizabeth ; but by the acts of hes own servants they 
were all rendered ineffectuaL The- retainjsis of go- 
vernment thought, that, as they, had strudc down the 
victim, the spoil should be shared solely amongst 
themselves. EJizabeth had no such design. She xBe« 
ditated a project, afterwards executed by her suooes- 
spr, the plantalion of Ulster with English cobnies» 
holding their possess^ns from the crown by a q>e» i 
cies of military tenure. The most, remarkidile ad« 
venturer that embarked in this scheme, was Walter 
Devereux Earl of Essex, whcfie hopes were so saQ-> 
guine, that he mortgaged his estate, to the Querafiv 
ten thousand pound^ in order to ha?e sufficioat fund^ 
for the expedition. 

0{^po6ed by the inveterate, hostility of ^e naiive 
Irish, and the secret artifices of the local- govwn^ 
ment^ the Earl of Essex and the othev adveoluieis^ 
after a great waste of blood and treasure, at length 
hegan to despai(r of success. Essex petitioned to be 
recalled ; bat> by the iafluencQ of his rival the Earl (£ 
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V ^zab^h waa persuaded to refuse the re- 
aest^ afid the disturbed state of Ireland afforded ^ 
o^Scient pretext for detaining him in that cotihtry. 
[lie Earl of Desmond and his brother, who had been 
roiismted to Dublin, and' still detained in custodj, 
lade their escape by the comiiTance of the mayor> 
hd Were supposed to be disposed to catcite new 
bturbances. The tyranny and cruelty of Sir Ed- 
ward Fitton, the President of Connaught, had dri- 
sn the De Biuj^os. into open insurreetion, and the 
id sept of MacMarchard began ta renew- hostilities 
1 Lieinster. The perfidious conduct of Essex, who 
itirdered a chieftain of the O'Neill*^ after having 
^acherously invited him to dinner,' increased the ha- 
«d which the north^ii Irish felt towards the* intrud- 
rs into their possiessions«; He was also harassed by 
le Jesdousy of Leicester, and by the seeret practices 
f the loci^ government* At length he fell a victim 
> thiis cembmetion of perpkatilies, and died of vex- 
tioD.; though olllers assert that he was- poisoned by 
teicesfer'^ agents a suspicion pardy confirmed by the 
mnediate marriage, ol ihat nobleman to the- Coun* 
is» of Essex. 

A. Dk 1576.— rSit Ifoiiy Sydhey was i^h sent 
) Ireland, at a lime when pkigue^ and pestilence 
■ere added to the cdamities under which that 
fetched country kbowed.. The Deputy, by a vi- 
orous display of power> overawed the discontented 
1 the west and north. C^ the removal of Perrot, 
e sent Sir 'WMliam Dniry as president- into Mun- 
tcTj trusting that- his firmness and valour would es- 
lUish the ' supreififiey of the law in that province. 
)ruTy, whcfc had dispkyed eonsideraUe abilities as 
[ovemop of Berwick, seems to have been in maily 
espejsts well ealctthltedfc^ this important o&e^ Un- 
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finlttiitttofy he laboured uad^r the dLsadvati&ege d 
}^iog whplly mpr«9t..i9f t1)ie usages of 1^ peopk 
^vw ^i^m he^ad to piieade) and, like mo^ of £li- 
fabetVe oouiitierst. waa iBcUned to deapke the an* 
9ieot nobility of ^e ooi^Btry. The . presidentiaiyi 
^Uit8». fiiom whicl^ ^e pj^ipetit Inah oourts of quai- 
ter*8ea8io& are, dedved, ,weie ^regjdated more by thel 
discretion of the prosidenti than by established prici 
dplea of h|ii^;.ooa#equep2tly, thoi^ e%ibQcy and utili- 

SdqMipd^ alto^ber on. the pjunsosial chstaciei oi 
e j^id^» Xn.Ceiuiaug^t> Sir Edwsurd Fitton had 
made, these qp^ta shodouQ^ jn^gines of .op|>ressioik. 
Jb Mungter^ Under th^ adainja^raUon of Diur)^ they 
we^ made to oontrihute e^ntially to the tnyaqoil^ 
Iky of the QOuntiy» Edward. UL bad granted thi 
soyalties of Keipry to the Qeiaildines of Desmond^ 
and the raalebctoHB, whom the vigour of Dniry 
driven from pthe^ parts of Munster) founjd refuge i 
that palatinate* Drtiry resolved :to disregard all 
tent rig]^ and. vested interests ^n^oh eikdangi 
the public peace,; and dedated his intention of {vo 
ceeding to hpld his cour| in Kerry. Desmond at 
remonstrated ; but, finding the President obstinate, 
eoQtented hinuaelf with ipaking a formal protest, 
invited Drury to his house in Tralee. ^ The invi 
poDi yrfls accepted ;, the Fresidenty with his train, pro- 
ceeded to. Kerry, and was met, on his entrance intd 
the district, by a large body of the GeraLdinee» whon^ 
Pesm<^nd had sent. to. welcome, his arrival. Drury^ 
filled with the sus^ido^ «nd jealousies, of an Eng- 
lish stranger* miatgok these men for enemies; and^ 
without waiting, for a mom§^t's parley, ordered hi, 
soldiers tp charge* The Geraldi^es, .withqut at- 
temp^ii^g the. least reisi^Aance, .fied in u|ter aniaze- 
ment, . leaving the Qpimtes^ of Desmqud to ea^laio 
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the extraordmary lacidenL Dniry had the gmoe tO' 
be asbamed of his suspicions, 4md hasmohy was soon 
restorod.* 

Sir Heniy Sydney, having thus tronqufllised the 
country, detennined to relieve (he Ei^Hsh gov«n^ 
ment from some part of the great expenses which- 
the state of Ireland had imposed upcxi it. The tax 
of purveyance, or a certain supply of provisions for^ 
the royal ganisons and the support of the governor's 
tables had heen levied irr^ularly for several years 
in the English Pale. Most of the nobles, however,' 
claimed ihe privilege of exemption, and throw the 
entire burden on the labouring dasses. Sydney 4»qw 
resolved to convert this ooeasional subady into a 
permanent revenue, and to levy it equitdbly tm all, 
somewhat in the manner of « count^ rate. That 
this was an undue extension of the royid prerogative^' 
cannot be doubted ; but similar violations of tlw con*-, 
'stitution were not unfreqfuent during the reigns of 
' the Tudors, and the measure itself was mamfestly 
equitable and beneficiaL The loyalists of the Pale, 
however, cared little for justice or national interests, 
snd resolved to make a determined resistaiice. They 
expressly denied the right of the Queen, or her De^ 
puty, to levy t«xes without ^e authority of ParUa- 
ment, that is, widiout iheir own ; for as yet few, if 
any, but the proprietors of the Faie' had a share in 
the Iriflh l^islature. The Queen was confounded 
and provoked by this unexpected opposition. « The 
outrageous prof^ons of loyalty, made by the Lords 
of the Fde, when they wished that their unprinci- 
pled aggressions on the Iridi should be sanctioned 
by royu authority, were forgotten j when the power 
was to be exerdsed against themselves. The pas- 
sive obedience and non-resistanoe which tbey had 



1P4 HISTORY a» THE 

preached, was finmd to mean nothmg more tkitt -^ 
support of the royal power, when it did not inter- 
fere with their own interested views. The Deputy, 
however, encouraged by. the Queen, jdetoniuied to 
penmere ; wad. uie praqptietors of the Pcsle were e-* 
qually resolute not to yield* They sent over a de» 
putation to remonstrate with the Queen ; and thai 
imperious Princess. at once tbrew the agents into 
prison. Even this spirited proceeding £iiled to hum- 
ble the fiu^ous oligarchy ; they- persisted in thdr 
opposition, and fin^y triumphed. Elizabeth com- 
promised the affair, by accepting an apology for die 
undutiful manner of the remonstrance^ and the pro- 
posed assessment was laid aside. 

Thus terminated a trmsaction which most Irish 
historians have studiously misrepresented. The ad-i 
Tocates of the oligarchy describe it 'as an unwarrant- 
able usurpation on the part - of the govermnent, 
niiich ought to have been vigorously resisted. The 
few who support the cause of the native Irish pro- 
fess to See in it a continuation of the systematic ty- 
ranny which they attribute to all English rulers. 
Impartial posterity rejects both, even though both 
coincide for once in sentiment. The adoption of 
the measure would hare given strength to the go- 
vernment and security to the nation. It would also 
have circumscribed the power of a &otious ascem^ 
dancjy whose extravagant privileges were ever op- 
posed to the justice and benevolence of the prinee 
<->*to the peace and the happiness of the people. 

The state of Ireland began now to attract the aV 
tention .of foreign nations. The courts of Rome 
and Madrid, inveterately hostile to Elizabeth, re- 
eeived with kindness the numerous exiles whom the 
tyranny of the local government had driven into bft^ 
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nhhtiBflht^ wbA tt soon beoame numifest, that new 
apd moxe Ibnniiiable caiaaiities impended over that 
yravtched isfamd. The Pope had really some plau- 
sible gromida of comjdaint. Ireland had been lite*- 
ndly a donation from ^e Holy See to the crown of 
Bngland ; and^ up to the reign ai Henry VIII. the 
Knglish monaorcfas professed to govern ^ island as 
deputies to the successors of Sunt Peter. So &r, 
then, as kw could be supposed to r^ulate the a£- 
faics of nations, Elizabeth had, by her heresy, for- 
feited her daim to Ireland, and the Pope was fully 
justi6ed in reclaiming the grant. These plausible 
a^guinents were so frequently repeated, that they be»> 
gaa to make a deep impression on the mkids of mar 
ny, "who had hitherto acqmesced in Elizabeth's su*- 
premaey ; and the systematic cruelty and injustice of 
the local government in Ireland disposed a great part 
f)i the people to seek for relief in a diange of dy- 
nasty, conscious that almost any alteration would be 
for. the better. 

fttzrMaurice, one of the Geraldines, having been 
loBg detained a prisoner, was at length dismissed 
without a trial. . Inflamed with resentment, he visit- 
ed successively the courts of Paris, Rome and Ma- 
drid, representing to the seveval sovereigns the hos- 
tility of the Irish to their present rukrs, and the 
ease with which the conquest of that island might 
be effected. . In France, the adventurer met no en- 
CQisifagement ; at Rome, he received promises and 
spiritual aids in abundance, but neither men not 
Baoney ; and Philip of Spain was too busily, engaged 
in .pr^aring for the conquest of Portugal, to lend 
him any assistance, (a. d. 1578.) Fitz-Maurioe, 
however, was not discouraged ; he assembled a troop 
of eighty Spaniards, and with this handful of men 
determined to invade Ireland. So little was. the. 
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gowmment prqiared for suck an attem^ tliat lit 
fleet had been withdimim from tbe aontiieiii coasl, 
and Sydney allowed to ledgn the ottoe of Oepo^ 
to Sir William Dniry. 

The ill-omened eacpedition anrired aafeiy si the 
£ay of Limeridc, in the county of Kerty ; but aowoe- 
iy nad the invaders landed, when their veasds were 
taken by an English shb of war. The Earl of 
-Desmond positively refiised to oountenanee this in- 
sane undertaking ; but his broken were not equally 
prudent. Sir James and Sir J(rfm» with a small tioop 
of their retainers, joined the adveaitnreis. Fits-Mae- 
sicey enraged at the coolness of the £arl» praSended 
to doubt the sincerity of Sir John of Desmond, and 
thus induced that turbulent kn%fat to prove his xetl 
in iim cause by an atrocious musder. Ueniy DiweiS} 
«n Enj^ish gentleman, from his iwll-known attach- 
ment to the Gecaldines, was supposed to poBseai 
oonsideiable .influence over the fionily of Desmdnd, 
and was therefore sent by the Deputy, on tbe ^nt 
news of the .invasion, to p ei miade them to oootimie 
their alkgianse. He succeeded with the Eadl, and 
did not altogether despair of rescuing Sk John taom 
lus dsngetons . enterfffiae. But wbole Daveb vsss 
quietly waiting ihe effieot of. his jsmonstrancee in 
TValee^ Sir John su^enly attacked the houae^ and 
put all within it to ;the swoid. 

The invaders were every where .unsucoearful, mud 
Fits-Msurioe was ahdn .in a pat^ skirmiflh widi Afi 
De Buighos. The Lord*depuM^ advanced into Mm^ 
star, but unfortunately rsceivea a jrqiulse &pm Sir 
John Desmond. This difi^ace was, however, «#• 
txieved by Sir Nicholas Malby, ndio oempletely ovc» 
threw the insuigents near Kilmallock, juid^piutraeA 
them with eonsidenble slaughter. Amonf theaUiv 
WIS foimdihe body of Alko, a Jeauit, vSu) Jiad a 
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friiMnpal diaie in pMvailuig on the>Oenldi|its'to 
«rice iqp antt. The Earl of Desmond was now in 
m most anbarraasmg sitaalion. He had taken no 
shaie in the insurrection ; he had loudly denounoed 
Ae aftrocitMS whieh his brelher sonotioned ; but he 
kAew dial he was viewed with suspicion and ■ hatied 
by the local government, and that he eould coepect 
so aid from England, wHere his rival Onaond po»* 
agaied the unlimned confidence of the Queen; No^ 
pmdence could probably hove saved this unfortunate 
nobleman, whose destruction was long ptedeter" 
mined. His jffofessions of loyalty, his complaints 
(»f mmerited injuries, were equally disregarded. 1% 
William Fslham, who had been elected Deputy on 
the deaA cf Diury, sent him a peremptory order to 
SRSBiender himself a prisoner within twenty days; 
and, on his refiisal, war was proclaimed against him 
aa H traitor. That Desmond was justified in re- 
faai^ is endent. The p<^ical history of Iieknd, 
and efioecialfy the state trials in ^t country, fiilly 
esempofy the maxim c£ honest eld Fuller, ^ It is 

riii«l «id cause enough to bring a ^eep that is 
to ihe shambles. '' In fJMit, the paitisans of go- 
vernment deigned not to disguise, that the posses- 
sions of Desmond were deemed too extensive for a 
adbjeet, and that their forfeiture was irrevocably de- 
termined. Besides, the Earl remembered his fbr^ 
mar sffpere in^risoimient, and was naturally disin- 
(fined to trust a second time those who had pre- 
viously treated hbn mlh tyranny and treachery. 

Tlie war against Desmond was conducted with 
ftrodous cruelty, unsuipossed in the history of man- 
Uod. Fire, mmine, and slaughter together, deso- 
lated the most fertile ports of Munster. From the 
savage rage of a relentless soldiery, innocence fax^ 
nishM no proteetien« jMpkss infimcy and bolter- 
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ing i«e found j» «e^. Admiral Winter, «it|» 
iiiie humanity natural to a Bittish sailor, was shodL^ 
by. the horrid massacre, and panted potectiona to a. 
£bw that escaped to his fleetii Will it be b^evipdic 
that eyen thu partial mercy wbs denounced by tb^ 
ieidous partisans of goTemmenti who would be fia- 
tiafied with nothing short, of ofLtermination ? Ye8» 
it must be believed ; f^r^ within the monpry of man, 
the mercHul policy of Lord Comwallis was sioiilaify- 
honoured, by the opposition of those who wer^ madr* 
dened by a rabid appetite for blood. 

The unfortunate Earl bravely prepared to sell biii 
li& as dearly as he could, and made several gallanl^ 
attacks on his adversaries. In one of these, he cap* 
tured the town of Youghal, and. soon after defi^^it^ 
the Earl of Onnbnd, who was advancing to sucepur 
ihe town. Yet, from the very beginning, Desmpnd 
despaired of final success. He made the. naosi 
bumble tenders of submission a^d allegiance, wbldi 
were uniformly rejected- He even offered to sur* 
render to Winter, on condition of being conveyed to 
England to plead his cause beibre the Queen, and 
was sternly refused 

. The government of Ireland was now transferred 
U> one whose name enjoys a bad preeminence in lh0 
list of those who rivalled in Euriope the barbarities 
of the Spaniards in South America. Arthur Lord* 
Grey superaukd PeUuun> and hastened, by what be 
odled vigcnroos efforts, to put an «nd io ike Irish 
war. . His first enterprise was an attack on the sept, 
of the O' Byrnes^ who were said tp have joined Itprd 
Baltinglass in aUiance with the Geraldines, and to 
have formed a camp within twenty-five ;inile^ of 
Dublin. The station chos^i by the insurgents was 
m^the midsft of those wild and romantic valleys in- 
«>^ county of Wicklo% which jire now^ o^ |ir.. 
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fljted bjf ihe adadroB of mibiime scenery. Their 
pijiaapid Mdon was Glendalough, * where the mas* 
3i|ve nuns of seven churches attest the former piet^r. 
and civilization of Ireland. Here^ secured by rock 
ancl mountain, and lake and morass, a numerous foi^ce 
collected, toable, indeed, to meet even a detachment 
of regular troops in the fidd, but strong enough to 
defy myriads in their fiistnesses. The officers, expe- 
rienced in the Irish wars, vainly remonstrated with the 
I^^uty, when commanded to attack this impregnable 
position ; but they were answered with reproach and 
insult) and an immediate assault was ordered. The 
soldiers advanced through groimd whidi became more 
^^Bcult with' every step, and at length were en- 
tangled in a bog between two wooded hills, where i^ 
became impossible to preserve any longer the sem^c 
bkoice of order. While thus confused and bi:oken»> 
they were suddenly exposed to a murderous fire,. 
that opened at once on front, flank and rear, from-, 
the woods and rocks that skirted the ravine. No^ 



* For detailft regarding the preaent state of Glendaloagb, the readnr 
may refer to the works of modern tourists, and Irish road-books. Ita 
appearance abont thirty years ago is delineated on onr Frontispiece-— 
beaatifoUy reduced from a sketch by Dr. Wynne ; bat whoever would 
become acquainted with its early history, and the splendour of its 
city and sacred edifices, most consult Ledwich'a valnable " Antiqaitle» 
of Ireland, " Dublin, 1790. It appears, that so early as the ninth 
oentory, a Urge and populous city, of undefined magnificence, exialaci 
im ^8. lovely valley ; that wealth flowed in it abundantly ; but a-. 
lK>nnding, as it did, in riches and votive offerines, and consequent 
becoming an object of plunder to the piratical fiive-booters of iae 
North, it so rapidly fell to decay, that, according to a letter still ex-, 
tant, addressed in 1314 by O'Ruardan, Archbishop of Tuam, to Pope 
loBOeent III., *' for forty vears back it had become a den and nest 
of thieves and robbers, so that more murders were committed in that 
valley ttian in any other place in Ireland, occasioned by the Waste 
anrl.deseit solitude thereof/' The Seven Churches, the ruins of whidi 
are still visible, seem te have been erected at diflerent periods, amt 
are -anqaestionably of great antiquity. Their names are, 1. the Abbey ; 
1. the Cathedral'; au St Kevin's Kitchen ; 4. Teampall na SkeUig ; 5. 
Otii- tiady's Church ; 0. Trinity Church ; and 7. Ivy Church. These 
inmetting rtains are situated in the barony of Ballynacor, about 
fwcfoty-two miles south of Dublin, and eleven north-west of Wick* 
lgrWs^mSm>r <tf Comtahk'9 Mi$(xaain$, . 
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exerdon of the offieera could save tbis Aer6ieA armr.' 
They were cat ofF ahnoet to a mtn. A tnisermb 
i^i^mt escaped to the Loid^eputy, who l e tu m w d 
to Dublin covered with shame and confuaion. 

Hik' severe repulse bitterly enraged the Deputy, 
and pibbldfly rendered his hatred oif die Irish faisor- 
gents more inveterate. To retrieve his'tene, he re- 
solved to hring the Desmond war to a speiedy coil- 
dusion, and made instant preparations for a march 
to Munster. His proceedings were accelerated by 
alarmine intelligence. He learned that a body irf 
Spaniaras, seven hundred strong, had landed -in 
Munster ; that they brought with than arms for five 
thousand men, and a consideraUe sum of Inoney, 
which they were directed to place at the disposal oJP 
the Eari of Desmond, and Saunders a Jesuit, who 
had taken a part in the former expedition. The 
foKcs of the Spttiiards were miserably inade^aie; 
and, as they haa been sent without previous concert, 
the Irish were unprepared for their reception. Scarce-' 
ly had the foreigners landed, when they were attack- 
ed by the Earl of Ormond. He, indeed, obtained 
only a slight advantafi« ; but he was still able to hold 
them in dieck, untu the coming; up of the royal 
forces from Dublin. At this critical moment, Ad- 
miral Winter arrived on the coast ; and the Spa- 
niards were blockaded in the intrendunent, whlbh 
they had named Golden Fort, by sea and land. It 
is uncertain whether the garrison finally surrendered 
on terms, or at discretion. The atrocity that fol- 
lowed is in either case inexcusable. Grey ordered 
the whole to be butchered ; and his orders were ex- 
ecuted in the spirit that they were given. There are ' 
two names mixed up with this detestable transactiiHi, 
^mong the proudest in the annals of English tttera- , 
ture, and the highest in the reooids of ftmo" Sii' I 
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, Witer Baleighmid fidmund JSpeaser. It is nidi 
^fecjing9 of |Mdn,&r tl&0 degradatiQii of human niiture, 
.th«t we see Raloigb. ptending at the ludileaa xmui- 
.sacroy and Spenser^ iHio ma Grey's secratary, abi- 
db^g. an the counads bf which it ma sanctioned,, and 
subsequently writing in its tindicaidum. 

The news of this .reToiltDg butchery excited tlie 

.iiHJig^iop of all Emropei and raised an outcry li- 

,gaii)8t the Engiifih.govenunctnty width Elizabeth was 

iorced to/iUqr».by.deckriiig her public displeteme 

^^againat the perpetestozs ; tmt 9s they were all ponti- 

nued in office^ her anger was naDifestiy a mere.hd- 

Jqw pretence. . The war with DesmondU-i:^ indeed, 

ihci name of war oould be given to a systematie oa- 

roer of devaatiMion and cruelty diat met no resist- 

.anco— -was continued ; and e£Ports weite made to en- 

leoge the expected ibrfeitures, by involving all die 

'CiMthoiip projHietorB. in the gixUt of pretended idbd- 

,]m»u , Raleigh distinguished himself in the soull^ 

J>y ipsnltiBg those who dared notiesist, and seizing 

4311 the j^mona of men whose weakh formed their 

fjiaiy^fama^. Amone other heroic exploits, we find 

jum taking die Lord £odbe by surprise, and dng- 

ffDg him to Cork, whence^ after a painful imprison* 

^B^t,. he was dismissed, after hanng satiB&ctorily 

established his innocenca. Gbrey*B prooee^ngs in 

XtWSter were itiH ."more enormous. He seized Ku* 

. ^enl, a Baron 6f the Ekchequer, the Earl of Kil- 

dsfe, liord Delvm, and others, on a diarge of con* 

flpinu^ and hastened to bring them to tnali Nu* 

gent was the only victim. Xo be accnaed and .con* 

. victed, were bng synonymous terms in Irish cclurts of 

law ; and Nugent was found guilty, on evidence 

which no lustorian has yet ventured to pronounce 

UMiitby of o^dit. His execution fbUowed yvtth in- 

. (^oent - pregi|)itation ;• and - the retainers of govern- 
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nieDt theinsehres were ashamed of the diitM^t0a» 
conduct of the Deputy. Kildaie, his son Lord 
Obmjf aad his son-m-law Lord Delvin, were seat 
'tot trial to England. The charges brought against 
titem- were dispoved to the si^is&ction of even thib 
jealous Elizabeth. She' pronounced them aoqukted 
not only of the guilt, but of the vary suspicion of 
^sioyalty. The outcry agamst Gr^'s military cru- 
elties and judicial- muraera became now too IcMid to 
be disregarded. Hie acquittal of Kildaare, the prin- 
-c^ialy as was asserted, in the- pretended conspiracy, 
proved the innocenee of Nugent and the othm 
who had been executed as accessories. • Tlie peoj^ 
-of England, always just* wheu their passions' ttitd 
prejudices are not artificially roused, jokied in tfa^ 
damour; and the Continental nations repeated tiie 
accounts of the barbarities and butcheries peipetrated 
in Jiehmd. The Queen atlength yielded to these 
xeproaentatioas. She was assured^ with truth, tha^ 
in^ consequence of Grey's tyranny, htde remained 
iar her to .rule over' in Munster but ai^es- and car- 
oaBses.- Moved by pit7 or poHcy, she recalled her 
Heputy, appointed Loftus, Archbishop of Dublin, 
«nd Sir Henry WaHop, the Treasurer, Lords Jus- 
tices.; and ^offered, pardon to all insurgents who 
•would lay down their aims. 

But before this,, the Desmond war was finished. 
The miscreSnt Sir John Desmond fdl in battk; 
-Saunders peiislied' by fiunine ia a miserable hoveli 
wjiere his bo^ was found, manned by wild beastsi ; 
and the hapless old Eail had become- 

'*' A hunted wanderer on the wild* '*^ 

A. D. 1583. — Ormond, with disgisBceiiil ssal, 
continued to pursue his oldmal, ^nd- chased him 
from all his miserable retread At liBOgtiJi he, was 
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voduoed to such straits^ that there was reason to 
dread thai he and his smalt train would perish by 
fiauBaine. Two horsemoi and a few kernes seized on 
scMne eattk to scq^y the necessities of their old 
master • Thmr were unfortunately watched by the 
owner,, and chased by a party of Rnglish soldiers. 
It waa evening when the pursuers came to the open- 
ixig of a wooded valley, where they resolved to halt* 
Suddenly they saw a light in a small hut at a dis- 
tazice^ and, supposu^ that they, had discovered a 
party of rebels, they cautiously advanced under the 
guidance of Kelly of Moriert% a maii of Msh race. 
Qfk entering the hovel, they found in it only one old 
umn of a venerable aspect, but exhausted by fiimine 
and fiu%ue, stretdied languidly before the easpiring 
embers. Kelly struck and wounded him. ** Spare 
me^" he exclaimed, '< I am the Earl of Desmond I " 
Kelly repeated his blow, and the aged nobleman imis 
slain.. His head was sent to Ormond, by* whom it 
was fiarwarded to the Queen, a fit present for sudi a 
sovereign, and l^ her direction it waa impaled on 
London Bri^e. 

Thus M the head of the eldest lyaaeh of the 
Geraldines ; a family which, during, four centuries, 
had. held the chief power in Monster, and had fre-^ 
quently proved too strong to be governed. The 
whole coarse of the detestable policy by which the 
catastrophe was effected, was perfisctly consistent. 
He was driven against his will into rebellion by the 
subtle malignity of Ormond, and others envious of 
his power, ana desirous of his estates* The war 
against him was. marked by every crael^- and out- 
rage which could disgrace, human nature ; and the 
tranqnalli^' thus effected was continuity of desola-* 
tion and the stillness of the grave i 

«• Tbey made, ft tditode, uidl catted it peace. ** 
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A« D. ld84*-^Sir John Penot, who had given 
such stttii^ietum as President of Minister, ms. sent 
over as* chief governor to IrehuicL No appoinbnsnt 
could have been more judioiaus* His character «ai 
nol suUied by the craft of Sydney, or. the crueky of 
Grey; in abilities, he was 8i]qierior to both;. and, 
u^ike either, his integrity was unquestionable. He 
was the first governor, since the days of Doke 
Richard, who attempted to conciliate the native Insk 
by i]iq)«tiil justice ; and the success whidi afttffiided 
the eKperiment, proves how eaaly nu^it England 
have. condliBted the aiSsctioBS of that ardent race. 
.The first act of hia administfation was to.pubUsh a 
genetal amnesty, and to issue a strict probifakioD 
i^aintt the outrages and spoliatioBs of the. soUierS) 
too uften enoQun^d by their commanders. The 
youthful son of the uufbrtunata Desmond, who. had 
been given into his hands by his followeisy he sent 
aver to England, in or^ that he might receive an 
eduoaidon suitable to his rank. 

The Desmond estates ainounted to. six. fanndred 
thousand acres ; and it vcas necessary to. sununon a 
Parliament, in order that this vast proper^ diould 
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be vested in the Crom. A host of hungry' ^x* 
pectants eagerly waited the event, hoping that rich 
estates would reward the crimes which had brought 
about the confiscation. Perrot soon provied that he 
had not learned Sydney's art of constructing an 
obedient parliament. There was no secret inter- 
ference with the elections; and an independent 
House of Commons, fairly representing the people, 
was returned. In this assembly we find, tor the 
first time, several of the original Irish &milies join-, 
ed in deliberation with the settlers of the Pale. 
Caran was represented by two of the ancient house 
of O'Reilly ; O'Brien was returned for Clare ; the 
county of Down sent Sir Htigh Macgennis ; John 
MacBrien was member for Antrim ; and the repner 
sentatives.of Longford were the OTerghals or O'- 
Ferrals. . In the Upper House sat two bishops, 
professed Roman Catholics^ firom the sees of Clogher 
and Raphoe, over which Elizabeth had as yet exer- 
cised no control ; and Turlough, the nominal head 
of the O'Nials, took his seat as Earl of Tyrone. 

Never did any government meet a more hostile 
legi^ature. The suspension of Poynings' Law^ now 
an cHrdinary mark of confidence in a new chief go- 
vernor, wa9 revised ; thirteen bills, transmitted firom 
England, were rejected ; the ordinary subsidies were 
withheld ; and two acts, of trifling importance, con- 
cluded the labours of the session* The cause of 
this spirit, so totally unparalleled in the annals of 
Irish legislation, was the general horror which. the 
iniquitous proceedings a^nst the Earl of Desmond 
had occasioned. The ^eat lords of English de^* 
scent, that had cheered the Uoddhounds to can 
down O'Neill, were alarmed by the destruction ot 
the greatest of their own party, and felt empathy 

VOL- I. N 
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for the htt of one eonaectod wkh noak^af . 
maniaoe or by blood. The naancree and: 
doQt m Munitar excited die iaia^pa£x» -ai wanf 
who had been peevioudy attadbed to th&^^pmrm^ 
inen^ They saw the country placed at the -mecey 
oi banknqifc adventraera, and a lioentioaB eoldieryy 
whose excesses had been encouraged, rather ikim 
omtioQed* The poHcy of exciting rebeflioin^ si 
Older to leward the retaineis of the Castle b^ oo»^ 
fiscatioD, had been cqpenly arrowed. And^ finaijf^ 
the baibaiowB systan of croabing the RSoiiaee%-letf^ 
if coidTafeedy tmy naght enabk that oouatry to mil 
Enghttid, or perhi^ attain indepsndencfl^ had beem 
aemMuly advocated in the English Pniiii—ffnfc. 
The membecs of the Irish legifilatere ham. £n^iiail» 
ly been deiif to the daims of justice and p a twa l i a iBy 
but never blind to drair own pnyate intenst* . Tbey 
mw^ or thoo^t they saw, measures takea far thek 
deBferuotton, and therc&ire.ittet the goyemmeiit widi 
the most dbsdnate xesistanoek 

Penot, awaie that the opposition had too good 
grounds fi>r suspicion and complaBBt, showed iiei- 
ttwr surprise nor resentmmt at 1^ defiMt of hk 
maamea^ He diligently i^pBed hanseif to liie inn* 
j^rovement of the country, and trusted that bis ao> 
tions would give the best evidence of his ehdms to 
coofidsMse. His first care was to assure all parlies 
of protection in person and propetty; to admadater 
jostaoe without vegaid to sect or paity; and to re^ 
fasn the gross abuses that had bc«n encourawed by 
his pwdecessois. His 8diaa» was orovfBM mUtk 
sascesB. The native Irish, conciliated bjr an ap- 
pearaatce of equal government, vied with each <olhes 
m expranions of loyaky and allegiance. The Lotds 
of the Pale laidasid^ their sullenness, and crowded 
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totiiBrcoiixiof theDeptHy; tbe-feudg 'tetww^ tlie 

■lUMiiriitlyafciwf of mntovinff at oskxs: anA &r eve^ 
tlie.-infedeiahle:kiid ol . d«3 imioil had been MMm» 

But Fenrot feund hb ivia» idiemts caofltenwted 

in das Torjr (fmrtort wImr lifr tnlnralfy looked Ibr 

SHppdrti. Elkabetkwwjutt in aslmcl ahumoiir as 

liarliiafa FarMuaent^ and nfuMd tofiimish her D^pu^ 

ytkh awn ormoBep She even yidded to the seenit 

w h b y efs cf ^ muavoknt^ and leoeivad the news trf 

bMi. popularity widi snapkion. The cfeatcoea of tfat 

late gofienmieni atili lie Id tibeir offices in die Castk; 

NuiUuie d.in cosraptpradJceB^ ihef nattondly detail 

ed 'sn equitdble administration} and labonnd, not 

wiioBy without suoeess^ to eounteraot the wisa and 

Ubend measnm of the« liprd-^d^uly. Noi aie we 

ta be suipiiaBd .at thia state of affUM: Widiisf onsr 

own menoiy,, Inland has eadnl^ted the sininga 

seene. of a condlialing govenmient cbedked, con* 

tteUitd, and insdted l^ its owh nndedingSy who 

fora^ a cahd which tha nominal executive w a aS ed 

either the qnrit or the power to break ap^ Unfoi» 

tunat^y Perrot added ^ (%urcfa to die nnnbCT 

of his enembs). hf pioposiiig a sekerae wUcli evin* 

ced iDor& wisdoni and generosity than pmdenee; 

CSonoeidng that ima cathadral was qnite sdBeieHt 

for XhiUn^ he propos e d, that the other shonld he 

cMovsKted into-' a unnrersi^y. and its mvennes eM»* 

ployed^ lite difinsion of education^ LeAtfS, the 

jVcUndiop^ imnaediately beeaave^ not only Beittsft's 

politisd opponenty bat his bitter and iv}ltBt enemy; 

'themcfst wicked perversions of his words and a^ 

tiOBBaweitt- transmitted to England. Even ike most 

awfawafflns fugeriea ware fiamecU-oie^ a pretended> 
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^complaint from Turlou^- O'Neill, which 'the oU 
jcbienain denouaoed by a solemn embassy^ to '£ii» 
Jbeth. . ..The. second^ and more misdiievoas, was -a 
|]retended protection granted to a Romish {Kiest^ in 
which the Deputy was made to assmne the st]^ dl 
n sovereign. It was easy to expose .these, abomi- 
Tiable frauds ; but it was impossible to remote the 
jealous suspicions with which they fiEed the mind' of 
Elizabeth. Thenceforward she treated Pcsnot wiik 
mortifying coldness, and neglected the adsricexyf de 
aoly honest servant ^e ever employed in Ivdand. 
She employed Fenton, the Under Secretary of State, 
a^ a spy upon his actions ; and Ibund this functioii- 
ary anxious to fulfil his duties in such an honourable 
situation. 

, The popularity of Perrot was fully proved in the 
second session of the Irish Parliament. The bills 
for. the regulation of public affidrs, and the raising 
o£ necessary supplies, were passed almost munmnou^ 
ly ; .but the forfeiture of the Desmond psopeity was 
still resisted. At length, after a fierce scroggle, acts 
were passed for the attainder of ike deceased Lend, 
and one hundred and forty of his associates, ail of 
whose immense estates were vested in the crown. 
• The great object which Elizabeth's ministers had 
so long pursued, was now attained. An opportnai- 
ty was offered for planting, as it was called, an Eng- 
lish colony in Ireland. The needy followers of. die 
court, I the younger brothers of noble. fioniMcs^ and 
adventurers of more questionable description, were 
invited .to become undertakers^ as those vdio receiv- 
ed grants were called. . The lands. wer6 granted at a 
nominal rent, on the condition that the undertakers 
should let them tanone but. English tenants ; sihouki 
support garrisons on ^e frontiers of thepnmaoer 
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aiid should not permit any of the native Irish to 
settle' on' their estates. A portion of the property 
was also granted to some of the Geraldines ; and a 
very ' isonsidehible share .of it was seized by the re- 
tainers of l^e local government, who well knew the 
means of leasting the royal rights, without incurring 
the penalties of rebellion. The entire scheme of the 
plantation totallf Med. The undertakers scandal-' 
oasly violated their contracts. They, as others of 
the same class before and since have done, piieferred 
the Irish serf to the independent freeholder ; and 
the opportunity of introducing an orderly middle 
class into Ireland, which Elizabeth had acquired at 
die expense of so much blood, was lost by the ve- 
nality of her unprincipled servants. The confisca- 
tion in Munster proved as ruinous to the power and 
interest of the crown, as it was iniquitous in itself. 
The new proprietors, suddenly raised to wealth and 
station from comparative insignificance, disregarded 
die royal authority ; and, being supported by the local 
government, were enabled to indulge in excesses and 
ootrages with impunity. 

' The jealousy of Elizabeth induced her to limit- 
the power of Perrot, by giving the privy council a 
ootitn^ over his proceedings. The loss of his inHu- 
enoe was soon felt. Bingham, the president of 
Connaught, by excessive tyranny, drove the De Bur- 
gos to revolt ; and, when censured for his cruelty 
fay the Deputy, pleaded the old excuse of state ne- 
OBBsity. The disturbance was quelled, not without" 
some barbarous murders, which Perrot was unable to 
pwvebt ; and the Queen's officers, no longer dread- 
ing the Deputy, fleeced and persecuted the unfor-' 
tmiate' Irish with fresh severity. The agents of 
Rome aad Spain^ took advantage of this unwise po- 



limr, to ^>rwd among the nadoa a dalannioai jim» 

iihtf to th» flaglifihy and a desin to be j g b km i ^vnda 
the proteotioo of his CatfaoUe inajeBty« Bui dsnag 
tha admwistration of Eeirot, tha ffuUpgSkeStkd 
nativa Irish deTgy remabad loyaV and •■aaiiaaufiiHy 
coiioteractfd tha maohiaationa of tb»fe y B^ gnari» 

Tha news of these aeeret proceedingi gi'aa ii y iMl<n»> 
ed FJygffN*^- She was evea indvoed to mafae m 
effort to conciliate her Irish solijecta} and,, wkh her 
usual promptitudey at onoe acted on her ie8eI«tio& 
9y the patent of Heniy YIH.^ tha socceanon to 
4ie earldom of Tyrone, and ohieftainry of Hy^NiaUt 
had been granted to Matthew»Xoid Pnn g a n aos»sdl 
his heirs* Hugb» the eldest son (^ the bmsy had 
been educated in Kn^and, and bad saivad witb gieflk 
^dat in the royal anny« His wlour» actisri^ and 
iduUf had been commemorated I^ aeieial genorahb 
and bis fideli^ proved in tbe^ long wwr againat Deai> 
mond. He petitioned for penniaiion to take hia 
eeat in the I^ords as earl of Tyione^ and also- tha la- 
storation of his estates. The first request wna leadi- 
ly granted by Perrot ; for th^ second, he waa lefer- 
l«d to the Queen in paraoat Hugh O'Neill ap- 
peared at the court of England^ iMt like hia unde 
John, as an Irish chie^ but aa an aooomplished 
courtier, versed in aU the politei^ess of tha afla» His 
easy manners, his superior information, and hia win- 
Qing address, delighted a ^gwen never blind to sadi 
accomplishments* She trei^ him with' the greatest 
pertiah^, and finally granted him- the' ancient po^ 
aea^ions of his lainily. 

Nothing could exceed the rm and disafyayit^ 
ment of w Action that direotea tb» Irish govan^ 
9)ent, when they received -the inteUigeiioa of ttuso* 
▼^t. I4ttle did they draam^ when oppoeng the 
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HiiintitHni of Ukltry that, vntead «f sacoting estates 
for- themfldiva^ tfaey wtr« only pressmog for O'Nott 
tbe-inkcnlHiee oi his aaoMton. They Mt like n» 
wBnoi^a beastft whose prey is rent itom their jows^ 
andr-wereniMbk to eontrc^ some iacliflcreet dii^Yt 
of thar'vesatbn. Their iulioe soon feund 'will m 
oBkminy ; «ad Elisabeth^ erer prone to jealonqr, 
ksftt lOD^readyanewto their infiiBttaitioiis: Shehad 
ovdeted O-Neill to rane six oempanies tat the de>* 
fianor of Ulster. It was reported diat> hyoontmiaily 
changing hi» soldier% he was trainine theentire dton 
vinoe to amis* She had direeted him to build a 
hcNXflft in the English fiuhion^ suited to his rank i it 
-wmB assarted' that the lead wfaidi he purchased fer the 
l»t<ileihents» was designed to &nn bidlets* She r»* 
^Qsstod him to use his influence over the neigh* 
boaiiipg efaieftains for the maintsnanoe of tran^ 
qoiUity* His exertioaa £» Ae purpose were stig* 
matisM aa a direct assumption of royal au- 
tfaofity* O'NeiU disregarded these plots^ while 
Pefvol ooBftnued to hM the reins of power $ but 
hsB ^dnnnistratioa was fiist drawing to a dose. Al- 
most his last act of government was the only one 
wliich cast a shade upon his character. On the re- 
ported defection of Uie chieftain of Tyrconnel, he 
procured a ship disguised as a Spanish vessel laden 
widi wine. By his orders, the captain proceeded to 
the ooast of Tvroonnel, invited the chieftain's son to 
come on board to taste his wines, and, as soon as he 
stepped on the deck, made him a prisoner, and con- 
veyed him to Dublin, where he was detained as a 
hostage for his fiither*s fidelity. Shortly after Perrot 
wss permitted to resign, he assured the Queen that 
he could govern her Irish subjects without difficulty, 
but that no power could control her English ser- 
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vants. Before his departure, he assembled most of 
the Irish lords, explained to them the dangers that- 
menaced the cotmtxy from a Spanish invasion, and 
exhorted them to preserve their allegiance. By this 
affectionate remonstrance, a great number were melt- 
ed almost to tears, and all fiuthfully promised to ob- 
serve his advice. He resigned the sword of state 
to Sir William Fitz-WilUsm, dedsring that he left 
the kingdom in peace, and that, even as a private 
man, he would engage to quell any disturbiuice in 
twenty days, without violence or contesL The day 
on which this meritorious governor embarked, dis- 
played a scene which, unfortunately, is not without 
a parallel in the annals of Ireland. It was a day of 
national mourning, in which the native Irish and 
the English settlers joined^ with the exception oi the 
official plunderers, whose rapacity he had restrained. 
Vast crowds accompanied him to the water-side, 
whose shouts in his praise were mingled with la- 
mentations for his loss ; and not the least interest- 
ing figure of the group was old Turlough of Tir* 
owen, whose grief for the dqtarture of his potactop 
was inConsolaUe. 
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CHAPTER XII. 
The War against Hugh O'Neill 

The judkious administration of Sir John Perrol 

had given to Ireknd unusual peace and prosperity^ 

The conduct of his successor produced a new trainf 

of calamities and crimes, whose consequences are 

scarcely yet effaced. Sir William Fitz-WilKam had 

bat one object in view, his own private emolument ; 

and in pursuit of this, he disregarded the very ap- 

peanmces of justice and. decency. After the defeat 

of that Armada which Philip of Spain had proudly 

named invincible, several of the ships were wtecked 

on the northern and north-western coasts of Ireland.- 

Reports were circulated that these vessels contained 

enormous wealth, and that the Irish chieftains were 

secreting the treasures which ought to enrich the 

state. Blmded by avarice^ Fitz-William, without 

^Lamining the accuracy of the inteUigence, seized 

Sir Owen MacToole and Sir John O'Dogherty, cm* 

suroicion of having concealed these supposed stores^ 

and consigned them to a painful imprisonment, which 

lasted for. several years. This unjust severity to-^ 

wards two gentlemen conspicuous for their zealous 

loyalty, revived the jealous hatred of the English 

government, which Parrot had so happily suppress^ 

ed. O'NeiUy who had Icmg been aware of the 
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tipMtiiY of the local govenmientSy resolved to iBbtki- 
pale the danger ; and, without waiting fer the De- 
puty's license^ presented himsdf at the court of £fi- 
zabeth* Here he was accused by one of Ids sda- 
tives, a natural son of John O'Neill, fer^luraig en- 
tered into a secret alliance with the Spaniards^ and 
endeavoured to form a general confederaqr i^iainst 
the English. These caJimmies were easily lefiitied; 
and Eluabetfa, persuaded of O'Neill's int^prity, difr> 
missed him with nuoks of confidence and &vour. 
About die same time, seyeral hostages of the noith- 
^m lotds, idio were detooed as pnsonera in D1:^liI^ 
nnde their escape, as was- suspected, by tke aeerot 
eomuvance a£ ^e Deputy, lliey were hoAy^ pim 
aued. Hugh 0'D<Hinel, indioee seiaure by Panet 
has been alieady mentioned, and oae of the O'Neill^ 
sought refiige among the septs in the vieButy of the 
capitaL TLe aeason was uncomaionly rigoieaB^ the 
|0wer of the goyeinment justly drraded, and the 
fiiends on whom the young noUemen idiad,' toe 
freak or. too eowardly to afibid them {HOteotkw« 
After ^ some di^ thdr pnmiers foBnd> them in a 
■nseeabfe^ hovel^ whece young O^NeiHwaa eoipiBi^ 
of bminef and O'Dcmnd deprived of the use of his 
limbs by cold and fiitigue. The latter was Imw^t 
to Dufalini where his health was fimAy reskosed ; 
but his hatred of thegoyesnment which hadsiAijeet- 
ed him to audi misery, s beoHne, for the tfiiUiMi a 
ftcad pnnc^de of action* 

. A still more atrocious e«tn^ increased th»iio9^ 
tilil^ of the Irish. Fita-WiUiaai, under |Hreteiieeof 
^sttHng some dispiited dums. to piopeityi laaHBh^ 
into Monaghan, the terntoiy of a^dbiM' Muned Mae^ 
Mahon, and arrested that iLord <m a ehaige e^ 4iea* 
<0Q. The accusation wasi that he had, two yeais 
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'^•-aii offence prpDOweed trMMBaUa vrithsn the Ii» 
fBJts 49( die utglisli iuiudietiooi bn^ wliieh was no 
]mM>»llftl practke in MoM^m, and otitfer.difllricti 
biy^nd ibe Pde* For this pietended oime^ Mao 
Mwon ivas tried by a jury of common aoldiei^ 
fmuA ginltyi aady to kia utter asto&iahiaeiit, ofderad 
to heimmwtiately executedr Thia judicial murder 
ima &Uowed by tbe immediate fivleituieaf the ebie& 
tain's landfly which were shared between the unprin* 
cqplod Fits-Willi«m tai. Sir Henry Bagnal» his 
worthy Bseociate^ 

O'Neill inewed with just alarm this infiattdoa 
tisnaacttoB*. and began ^eenedy to pitpare for a 
^trug^e wluek be ]raew could; nol muck longet be 
•.vested. His maniage with Bi^^nal's aistier had 
ps^cured him the bitter emniiy of that jpow mfid 
pdSeer ; and this uutialoral hatred wa» manilested by 
a pert in a c i ou a 'system of mitra proseatati on at the 
English court,, wlunb socm revived die natimd je»v 
l^u^ of Etiaabetb* The wudmoe and politicai 
frisdpm of O'Neill eaaUed him to baffle the arti« 
fices of his insidious enemies 9 uA he soon gam a 
proof of his layalty too imequivocal to bft misram* 
seated <^ denied. MacGuirei the dbieftam of rep* 
managhi had been guilty of some outrages whieh 
the Deputy determined to ehaatiset aadBagnd was 
prdered to lead an army i^aiast Unu O'Neifl im* 
mediately brought his^ forces toaid his raortol enemy 
Ugainst his kinman. . He rescued Bagiuil fiom the 
dias^ra into ^ich he had bem brought by hia pre4 
aumptioBy and was severely wounded iurasttoesaifid 
bet^ (^lueh he fought agaipst hia cenntqrmen. His 
«iamii» w^ra for a time diseeaoifted by thiabdd 
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«roof of loyalty, and their crafty insinuations weie 
Ibra season sileiioed or disregarded. 
• About dus time, the University of Dublin was 
founded. The softpressed monastery of AU-HaUow^ 
^ich stood at a short distance firom the eity gate^ 
mBS assigned by Elizabeth -for «the site of the new 
college ; and by the strenuous exertions of those to 
whom -the care of the new institution was intrusted, 
it soon obtained considerable eminence and prospe*' 
fity. ' 

Fits-Wifiiam was succeeded in the government 
of Rome by Sir John Russell, son to the Duke of 
Bedford. O'Neill presented himself to the new De* 
puty, but feund himself unable to efface the un&- 
voidable impressions which the shmders of Ba^ 
and his other enemies had produced. The^cpe^ 
diency of arresting the chi^ was debated at the 
Council Boaid,>8nd negatived by a small majority; 
O'Neill soon learned his danger, and fled to his own 
country with the utmost precipitation. 

Hu^ O'Donnel, soon after his escape from Dub* 
lin, married the dAi:^hter of O'Neill, and, about the 
same time, succeeded lus &ther as tanist of Tyioon* 
nel. Irntated by his unmerited sufferings^ he took 
up arms against his sovereign, and prevailed on se- 
veral other septs, partacularly the degenerate De 
Burghos, to follow his example. The situation of 
O'NeiU was now in the highest degree embarrassii^ ; 
his countrymen unanimously invited him to become 
their leader in war ; the royal officers were resolved 
to discredit his sincere anxiety for peace ; the per* 
fidy and treachery of the Irish government was so 
notorious, that it would have been madness to plaeei 
any confidence in it; and his lettars to En^and 
were intercepted by the malignant vigilance of Bag* 
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hbL Dzrren fbrwiaid by such a combination of cir* 
cumstances, O'Neill, after a long and anxious delays 
took the decisive step of attacking the English gar- 
laaan^ stationed at a fort called Blackwater. , 
.. On the first news- of diese hostilities^ a force o£ 
two 'thousand vetezans were sent into Ireland; and 
soon after Sir John Nonis^ a gmeral of approred 
skill and vdour, was appointed to take the eom^ 
Haand of the army. O'Neill, dreading the chanoee 
of eivii war, 'wrote to the General, detailing hi» 
grkyances, and the arts by which he was driven to; 
revolt. Bagnal, as before, intercepted some of the- 
letters ; but others reached their destination, and led 
te. a gmeral conference. The Irish ehiefe detailed' 
t&eir griev^ces in shnple but forcible teems. Norm» 
who was an honest as well as an able man, wastsonvin^ 
eed of the injustice which had driven (dieni to aims^ 
and zealously laboured to ^ect a negotiation. The^ 
arrangement of a treaty was protracted to a very un- 
usual length, and was not unfirequently interrupted by 
renewed hostilities. In fact, with the sii^le exceptioir ' 
of Norris, none of the parties sincerely laboured for 
peace. . The Irish Lords were now conscious of 
^1^ strength. The successes ihey had aheady ob^^ 
tained w«re sufficiently decisive to inspire confi* 
denecj and they had received many promises of as** 
sistance from Spain. , The officers of the Irish go- 
veminent were eager to enrich thanselves by new 
eonfiscations, and threw every obstacle in ihe way 
of an. equitable adjustment The Earl of Tyrone's 
^aidicious question, in fact, ^owed that a reconcile-. 
jnent was. scarcely possible. . ** Though, " said 0'-» 
Nttll, '^ I might safely make peace with m^nv.of 
honour, like Norris and Russell, what security h^v& 
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The Httle ptcgipas mde by Noiris m <»Vlypg 
Ae Irish, CMted espial dinfipoEBtBKnt and diaplMM 
mae in Enf^aad. The atalesnMrof Eli^Mi's 
coort: laade so aBowMioee lor tiv difficukiea o£ e 
mma^Kff wfaereadcfeanUe militaiy poeitioii maj be 
fea&d aft emj mile; irliei» moiasses toad imafes, 
andioclDsandiBonitaii)% baffled- the^valoor end doK 
dfiiiiie of the imEedenk The Earl of EaseX) £&• 
adbedi'i priwe-fieioaxite, wee abo peraonaUy of^xieed 
to Nonm By Ue bflueoee, fao4i the G^end and 
die Dcpu^ were depiired of their pover, eind Us 
p«ti^w^ £oBd Biii|^» invested both with the civil 
and arflitaiy attthonty* * HoniB letked to Jna piedf*' 
de&^ nhmr he died of a broken hear^ in o ei wp ^ 
qoenee of the? unmerited stain ca^v^uni bis repiila* 
tion. 

The eeieer of JUvd Bii^b wmt brief and dM^ 
tRW* HehDpedto»qHi8>£i]BeaBd£igitwie by a 
fjjpMBOQi pneaeulipn of iim rmaiy and by hii aelH^ 
vily to pom tfia.ad^MUe oegbgnice of wbieb Nof* 
lit vaeaeeoaed.. He ooUeetedhiiB fiircBa with- ea* 
tmae diMgcnce ; he aumnoned die XiOfda of ii» 
Pak to attend his atuDdand ; and adnneed toaovda 
Ubtei nbk M. pHOwer appaiently md&AaA to bear 
dowQ all opposition* QfNeill^ on his paa^. diBplajF* 
^ajnd equal iodnatry, and gfeater ASL He ikai 
xVpnrciy his lieutenant, to rooae the sepia in €W^ 
BSN^^ wb^e he coUeoted aH his partiaaBi in Ul^ 
aCer. Tyrfek obtained some signal adraalma. He 
deftalei md captuxed' the son o£ liOid Ihiiiibha i 
tiowny wbiie leadings his fiither'a vassab to -the : as- 
>i>tanee ol the Jk^Mt^;. andfae^fimcad Sir Ccmyna 
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CIUEM^ who headedjnother ndnfiJEcemcBty to make 
a cabmiitoiis letKaL 

I^ofd Buqghj undauoted by these revenei^ boidly 
atfeadbed Tyrano in his lines near Ammgh, ald» tt" 
ter n teoe fight^ drove the Irish from their m^ 
tieudu n c nte. O'Neill retired to another and better 
pomtten, whidi the En^ish ineonsiderately awaflad; 
Xbey weie defisaied ;* and lafok Buigh, with the 
floww of Us anoy, M in the conflict. The conn 
mand devtdved on KiKdare, who was disindmed ^ 
nudee any new effort. Indeed^ the' Bail did not 
kmg retain his post ; he died of grief for die 
loss joi his two lostep-brotherg, ndio weie sbdn ki 
reseknng him from the enemy. 

The civil adanntstMitMii was now committed to 
Ardibish(m Loftns, and Grardiner^ the X«oxd Chan* 
eeSory. wfaife Onnond was mtnnted with the com- 
maud of the army. To this kwd^ O'Neill^ mads 
orertares for an accommodation, and a new trea^ 
was* oommenoed. The object of Tyrom^ in thu 
nego^ation, was manifestly only anxiouS' to gnu 
time^ for the double purpose of recruiting his own 
stveagtfa, and wearing out the patience of his op- 
ponents. When his prepantions were complete, 
he threw off the mask, summoned to his aid 
thesept of the O'Donneis, and tiiat dan of the 
I>e Bmshos which bore the name of MaeWSliam, 
bdUfy dedared his independence, and hod dose 
suge to 1^ fert of Bladcwaten Bagnal was ordered 
ta rdieve the plaee ; and the armies of two general^ 
neai^ connected hff marriage, and yet adsnatedwilh 
more than mortal enmity, met near himaAu The 
fimies on both sides were nearly equak The Eng- 
gEah poaseased superior advantages in anna and dis- 
cij^ine^ ihe Irish were animated bf a fiercer spint, 
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and had a more akilfiil coinmandef. In the heat of 
the engagement, an explosion of some gunpowder 
threw the royalists into coniiision ; at the same tune 
Bagnal, while raising his beaver, was shot thrbugli 
the brain. The victory of the Irish was decisive ; 
fifteen hundred of the royal soldiers, and many of 
their best officers, feU. Thirty-four standards, all the 
artiUeiy, arms and ammunition, remained in the poa- 
session of the conquerors. The bravery of 0*R^y, 
an Irish chiefbdn attached to the royal cause, alone 
saved the army from annihilation. He covered the 
retreat with a body of his asfn clan, and was aUy 
assisted by Montague, the commander of the Eng'- 
lish cavalry. The fort of Blackwater was imme- 
diately surrendered, and the town of Armagh aban- 
doned by the royal garrison. 

This great victory was apparently decisive. The 
flame of insurrection spr^ rapidly throu^ the west 
and south. . The Irish, who had been deprived of 
their lands) with one accord attacked the under- 
takers, and drove them from their settlements. The 
O^Moore's in Leinster, the remnant of the Geral- 
dines in Munster, the Irish septs in Kerry, were all 
in arms. The English every where sought refuge 
in the. fortified towns on the east coast, and dared 
not move beyond their walls* O'Neill made every 
Vise of his advantages ; he reconciled old feuds, al- 
layed former animosities, and gave to the Irish septs 
a degree of union and combination which they never 
before had possessed. He also sent ambassadors to 
the ^ Spanish court, earnestly entreating Philip to 
send him effective assistance. 

Elizabeth was now really alarmed. The base 
^POphants, whose. avarice and cruelty had driven the 
Insh into insurrection, stood aghast at the conse- 
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qnences* Reports arrived that Philip was preparing 
two immense armaments, one to invade England, 
and the other to aid O'NeiU in Ireland* It became 
manifest, that, without great and speedy exertion, the 
Queen would irretrievably lose the fairest possesion 
of the crown. She acted on this trying occasion 
mth her usual promptitude. She sent into the 
country an army of twenty thousand men, command- 
ed hj the Earl of Essex, esteemed the most gallant 
•soldier of the age. 

Essex received the title of Lord Lieutenant, and 
more -a^ple powers than the caution of. Elizabeth 
4iad hitherto.. permitted her to confer. on. a, subject. 
It is not easy to discover the real motives that im- 
pelled the unfortunate Earl to iteek this &tal com- 
mand. Probably he expected, a cheap victory, and 
hc^)ed that military ^ory would increase his ascen- 
dancy over the nuiid of his kmd mistress. His 
ftiends and enemies alike were eager, to hurry hi. 
departure ; the former^ in delusive antieipation of 
trittinph ; .the latter, more .wisely calptdating on the 
diminution of his influence by his absence .from 
court, : and on the probable efiects of his prestfmp- 
■tuous folly in rousing the jeslous anger of Eliza- 
beth. 

The news of the arrival of such an immense ar- 
mament, did not diminish the confidence of O'Ne^ 
and his supporters. Thev waited with stem indif- 
ference the proceedings of the Lord lieutenant, and 
determined to wear hun dovv:n by a tedious defensive 
war. There is reason to believe, that a part of the Irish 
Privy Council had engaged in the service of the ene^ 
mies of Essex in the Engli^ cabinet ; at all ev^mts, 
their persuasions precipitated his ruin. Instead of 
inarching into Ulster, and bringing O'Neill at one^ 
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to a dedsiTe engHgement, he marched aoutbwwdbip 
an exhausted country, where his troops were wast- 
ed by £itigue and mmine. The Irish avoided ai&y 
decisive battle, but obtained several 



over detached partiesu The emnkwy io llieir paassge 
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thmi^ Leia, soibed severely from an attadt «f 
iiie O'Moore's ; and such waa the ^pmlitf dLju^ 
ther^ lost by the bfilhaiit oospe^ dtaik the Jnsh named 
die place of acdoa <ftr Pa99 of Plumeg. Tlie 
O^B^mes of Leinstery with infener fofees, severely 
«hI AoMirify defeated aDodier division of the army; 
and Essex could only ehow his vexation, by deci- 
mating the unfortunate soldiers^ and cashiering tlie 
officers* 

Elizabeth, who had expected rapid success from 
the well-known vidour of her favourite, was irritated 
by the means of these reverses. She answered hjs 
letters,- detailing plans of pacification, with severe 
f^rimands, and coidd with difficulty be persuaded 
to grant him a reinforcement. The gallant Earl's 
despatches evince equal benevolence and political wis- 
dom. He earnestly presses on the cabinet the ne- 
cessity of conciUation and concession, and sdicits 
their attention to die interests of the peo|dew Tlie 
answer to all his state-pi^rs was a peremptory cwder 
to mardi into the Nmui. 

While the Earl was advancing through Ulster, 
Sir Conyers Clifford, who led an army to his assist- 
ance, feU into an ambuscade, contrived by O'Roan, 
in Connaught, and was slain* His army suf^ied 
only a trifling loss ; bat the soldiers were so dispi- 
rited, that they retreated to their garrisoa. Essex 
advanced to the banks of the Blai^water ; but 
O'Neill had, by this time, learned the character di his 
^PPonent^ and detennined to opei^ a negotiatioB* 
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fbe Enrl wiHngly lent an eaif to tlw flstteiing and 
sdbinissiTe messages of the crafty chief, and granted 
Itim the fanrour of a personal interview. The two 
gMionte led dieir armies to the opposite banks of 
lk» mmty and then lode to a neighbouring fbrd« 
Scarcely had the feet of the Lord Lieutenant's charger 
tooched the water, when O'Neill spurred his horse 
tliim^h the stream, while the water rose above his 
saddle, and crossed over to pay his respects. This 
imion of a delicate compHmcm and generous confi* 
denee completely won the noble soid of Essex* H« 
at Ofnee entered into an aiamated conversation with 
tile iii^ chieftain, and rode with him along the 
talks of the river in the sight of the wondering ar» 
noes. Their private conference lasted a long tune,. 
add speculation has been busy in guearing at the 
tmliects they discussed. It is probable that 0*Nei^ 
wed acquainted with the intrigues of the Engliali 
court, called the attention of Essex to the raacbinn^ 
tions of his enemies, and promised to assist in their 
overthrow. Finally, die officers^ of both armies weve 
snmmoned, and, in their presence, 0*NeiU, having 
9tal»d the grievances by which he was driven to re« 
Tolt, proposed terms of accammodation* A tmee 
ior mx weeks was establidied, in older to afford time 
lor the due consideration of die seveial artioles ; and 
the royal army rstumed to their quartos in* Lein* 
8ier« 

' The indignation of ElizabeA at this sirsnge tev*« 
ittbiatioa of a campa^n, from whic^ she had c^peeli 
ed go mudi, was vioknt< She wrote a severe letter 
to the Lord Lieutenant, reprobating his conduct in 
no measured terms. Easoc, at firsts meditated the in* 
santt^piwject of leading the flow» of his army into 
England, and forcing his way to the royal pretence; 
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but, being dissuaded by his friends, he adopted a 
coiirse scarcely less pernicious; and, resigning his 
power to two Lords-jilstices, departed to Bn^and 
alone. The rest of his tragical story is known to 
the readers of English history^«— «We must lettim to 
the affairs of Ireland. 

Ormond, who had been appointed to the com- 
mand of the army, wished to maintain the peace 
with O'Neill ; but that chief was no longer dism- 
dined to war. He had lately received assurances of 
assistance from Spain. The Pope incited him to 
continue steadfiist in the support of the Catholic 
fiuth ; and sent him a sacred plmne, which the holy 
fiither gravely asserted was composed of the feathers 
of a phoenix I A war of petty skirmishes, inter- 
rupted by truces which neither party regarded, con- 
tinued for some time ; and in some of these little 
encounters, Sir Warham Saint Leger and Sir T. 
Norris, the ablest of the. English officers, were skmi* 

A; D. 1560. — Blount, Lord Montjoy, vwis ap- 
pointed by the Queea to the hazardous post of Lord 
Lieutenant of Lteland. His military skul and politi- 
cal knowledge were adorned . by the rarer graces of 
literature ; and O'Neill, who regarded these aocom* 
plishments as a mark of effeminacy, is said to have 
expressed his pleasure at the appointment of a ge- 
neral, " who would lose the season of action wmle 
his break&st was preparing." The chief soon leaiB* 
ed by experience, that a taste for refinement is by tio 
means incpnsistent with the most vigorous exerti<m. 
Montjoy was assisted by several men of great abili- 
ties in the inferior departments of govemnjent, a^ 
mong whom thfe Earl of Ormond, and Sir Greorge 
Carew, president of Munster, were the most con- 
spicuous. 
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The war recommenced with great activity/ but no 
decisive action wa3' fought. O'Neill, ■ with consum- 
mate ability, avoided every attempt to force him to 
a general engagement, and broke through the hostile 
lines when attempts were made to blockade his troops. 
•The Lord Lieutenant suspected that some of the 
Iiish lords secretly supplied the insurgents with in^ 
formation; and a. strange event made him believe 
that Ormond was the traitor. When Sir George 
Carewwas proceeding to his presidency in Munster, 
he was invited by the Earl of Ormond to attend a 
ccmference with O'Moore, who had made proposals 
of submission. Carew and the Earl of Thomojid 
wished that they should be attended by a sufficient 
guard, but Ormond steadfastly refused to take more 
thaa seventeen. The place of meeting was in the 
vieinity of a wood, behind which 0*Moore had.sta» 
tioned a numerous band, in addition to a large body 
of pij^emen by whom he was openly escorted.: Du* 
ring the discussion, O'Moore's followers gradually 
advanced, while Carew in vain wdmed Ormond of 
his danger ; at length they seized the Earl, but Cai- 
rew and Thomond escaped by the swiftness of their 
horses. Ormond was long detained a prisoner ; for 
Montjoy rejected the terms of ransom offered by 
O^Moose. They were sufficiently exorbitant to jus- 
tify this refusal, even if the Deputy was not secretly 
pleased with the removal of a nobleman whom he 
regarded as the rival of his power. 

The system of war pursued by Montjoy and Ca« 
rew, was that which had been feund so efficacious in 
destroying the Earl of Desmond. Bribes were o& 
fered to the inferior chiefs for. desertion. Rivals 
weie encouraged to assail the claims of those tanist^ 
who atill adhered to. O'NcilL The honasa were dCf 
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•troyed, lihe com fields eonsuaied, fire and fittiiiie 
were osce more broogkt to the aid of skng^iin. 
Carew was more merciless in establifibing iAm cmri 
system than Montjoy, Ae was naturally crael and 
n|»aous, a deliberate encourager of treadwry, and 
not ashamed to arow and defend perfidy and asaassf- 
nation* When any of Ike insurgent leaders^ broken 
by calami^, sued for permission to return to his d^ 
Icgiance, Carew granted pardon, oohr on the condi- 
tion that the offinider shocdd prove his new zeal ht 
the royal service by murdeiing a friend or restive ; 
amd this detestable practice he vindicates in his writ- 
ings as wise and sound policy. 

Devastation greatly reduced O'Neill's stteagk. 
His adversaries derived their supdJies from Bngland; 
ids resources were destitiyed when his own fieidi 
were wasted. Still he bravely continued the war^ rs^ 
lying on the promised aid of the Spaniards, and sti- 
mulated by the numerous emissaries of Romey who 
exhorted him to peraererance. He was besides wefl 
avrare, that the bite submssions to the government 
were hollpw and insincere, espeeiaHy as no pro^sbn 
trasmade for the removal of the giievances which had 
caused the insurrection* Grievous exactions wen 
made from the proprietors of land* Jurors were pack- 
ed in the most open and shamefrd manner. Insiooent 
persons were executed sometimes without the fonnaiity 
ci a triali or, when that was granted, by the veidiet 
ot a tribunal whose finrras were a cruel modtery. The 
penal laws against recusants were ei^reed, and Biig- 
liah settlers drove the natives from their land wi&^ 
out the pretence of a daim. The knowledge of 
these drcumstances induced O'Neill to persevers^ 
though he knew diathis chances of final soecess wem 
diminiahing every hour vdth fearfid rqpidi^. b 
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MaHSter, Sir Oeoij^ Carew had leduced the most 
powerful septSy and gained posaeasion of the persons 
of several chiefe* To one of these who was loud in 
Ilia pcofesnons of loyalty, Caiew put the question, 
*' What if the Spaniards should arrive ? " The Irish 
lord candidly answered, '^ In that case, do not con* 
fide in Qie, nor in any of the lords who seem most 
4evoted to your service. '* 

The long expected succours from Spain at length 
appeared ; hut the English had sufBcient waniin£[, 
«nd were prepared for their reception. The exped]>> 
tkm was ditogether t^ worst planned, and worst exr 
routed, ever sent by a blundering government. It 
liadbeen delayed too long. Its preparation was made 
so openfy, that one would suppose observation had 
hten courted. It was miseraUe in amount ; and its 
leader was wretdiedly incompetent. Don Juan d' A- 
^piila, to whom Philip had intrusted a small fleet and 
two thousand men, with the most inconceivable folly 
delennined to land in the south of Ireland, while 
Tyrone, to whose assistance he had come, was shut 
m in the extreme north. Scarcely had he landed, 
^inien he personally insulted O'SuUixan Beare, the 
fint toparch who offered him assistance ; and thus 
St once disgusted the southern septs. To add to 
Jiia omfusion, Carew and Mon^oy, havii^ collected 
« powerful army, invested Kinsale, and pushed the 
•siege with vigour. 

O'Neill was not a little perplexed by the awkward 
flifedaticm of the Spaniards. A . march through an 
eaihaqated oountry, in the depth of a severe winter, 
.and with forces uready disheartened by calamity, was 
aft. enterprise full of danger. On the other hand, it 
wm dear, that Don Juan, unless speedily relieved, 
.would be forced to sunender* The Spaniard was 
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alrea^ difgUBted with the expedition ; and, vASe 
he answered the summons of M<mi^oy with zidicu« 
lous gasconade, he sent the most uigent and aogrj 
letters to O'Neill and O'Donnel, soliciting dieir aid. 
The march of the Irish army sufficiently proves the 
ability of the leaders, and the zeal of their followeis. 
Notwithstanding the difficulties of the country^ ihef 
advanced with their baggage. and artillery at the rate 
of forty miles ; and, by their extraordinary celerity, 
baffied the Lord President, who marched to intercept 
4;hem. Nearly at the time that O'Neill arriyed her 
lore Kinsale, a second Spanish armament reaehed 
the Bay of Baltimore, and were enthusiaslicallyjoa- 
ceived by the neighbouring s^ts. Several ihatiiad 
hitherto preserved their allegiance, now took up anDD% 
and OJNeill. was thus enabled to blockade the. Lord 
-Lieutenant in his. camp. Montjoy's army was thus 
placed in a most perUous situation ; they • veie at 
once besiegers and besieged ; their supplies fix>m> the 
'.country were cut off; and the .'sea, whi^Lthe Bxitisk 
•fleet kept open to them, was still a precarious -ground 
of confidence. In &ct, nothing was necesaaiy for 
the complete i;uin of an army, on which thcftte of a 
kingdom depended, but that Tyrone should remain 
quietly ia the position he had selected. O'NeiU 
knew his advantages well, and could not be tenofited, 
iby all the arts of the British leader, to quit his in* 
trenchments ; but the presumptuous Spaniard was 
eager to iexhilnt his valour in a pitched battle. 
Montjoy, having discovered by his spies the .£asir 
ings of Don Juan, made use of the most ingenious 
artifices to increase his daring. He sent pretended 
deserters into the town, who described the Englisk 
army as reduced to a shocking state of disorganisa- 
tion ; and asserted, that the soldi^ were so worn 
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'down indiL fiitigue and famine, as to be incapable of 
an effective resistance. Don Juan wrote the most 
pressing letters to O'Neill, urging him to crush the 
£agli^ at oacey and promising to aid him by a sally 
from the town. O'Neill continued to refuse; but 
the chie&,. by whom he was supported, joined" iii 
the 'Solicitationff'of the Spaniard, and an unwilling 
asstnt was at length wrung from the gallant chief- 
tain. 

' It was resolved to attack the English camp by 
night. The spes revealed the plan to Montjoy, 
and he made his preparations accordingly. The 
moment that O'Neill saw the English lines, he kiieW 
that he was belfayed. On the instant he determined 
to change his plan of action; but his orders were 
misundeistdod by a portion of the trdops, and his 
lines 'were thus broken. The Eari of Clanricard^ 
and Wingfield, marshal of the horse, pi^cipitated 
their cavalry .through this fatal gap, and the fatte of 
theiiattle was decided. * O'Neill made several des- 
perate efforts to retrieve the fortune of the day; 
but he was badly secoiided by the other leaders, 
and forced at length to fly. • O'Donnel, who com- 
manded the rear, made no attempt at re»stance, but 
fled 'Without striking a blow. The 'carnage was 
dieadfuL No quarter was given, except to a few of 
the Spaniards ; and the Irish Lords who were made 
pinoners were hanged the morning after the action. 
O'Neill wished to persuade his followers to resume 
thek former station, or to try the chances of a se«> 
cond battle ; but their spirits were effectually broken; 
attd they almost unanimously resolved to return 
home. 

Don Juan now offered to capitulate, and terms 
of nurender were proposed. Like a true Spaniard| 
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be raised noinbeiless sccuples on trifiiag penis e( 
etiquette, but neglected matters of greftt^ impcilf 
ance* Montjoy, whose interest it was to tenniiiate 
the war as speedily as possible^ made some sacnficsB 
to Castilian pride, and obtamed quiet posscssioii d 
the castles garrisoned by the Spaniards. O'Suffif 
Iran, an Irii^ diieftain of some, note, was by oo 
means satisiied with this anangement. He tuned 
the Spaniards out of hii^ castle at Dunboy, gani* 
floned it with his own followers, and reserved on aa 
obstinate defence. The strength of the castle s» 
?erely taxed the ingenuity of the general and db6 
valour of his soldiers. At length a lodgmeet was 
effected on the walls, but the garrison refused to ' 
yidd. They fought the besiegers from room to 
loom; and when at last driven to the oeJlar^ the 
governor made a desperate, but fbrtonatdy a vaia 
attoDpt, to blow up victors and vanquished, byplon^ 
ing a torch into a barrel of gunpowder* 

The war in Munster was tiow virtually ova; 
The principal Irish Lords that escaped tbe sword 
fled to Spain, wh«« their descendants staU m»f 
be foimd. O'Sullivan Beare refused to beocmie an 
exile ; and, collecting the remnant of the southsm 
ittsttigents, maintained a predatory warfiire under 
cover of the western bogs and mountains* Thii 
hcfMsless contest was attended by a hcxrid waste of 
lile, for both parties invariably murdered their prip 
aoows. O'Sullivan was finally reduced to mA 
straits by the vigour of Carew, that he resolved to 
fcroe his way into Ulster, and unite lus shattcted 
troops with those of Tyrone. Carew sent a strung 
body of light troops to harass the fugitives; >bti^ 
*naddened by despair, they turned on their panaei% 
^nd bddly gave ^em battle. The Irish sufiied 
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levtedy in the oonlest ; but not a nngle Ed^ibIi* 
nim escaped. 

The ^war of desolation was now renewed in the 

lotih. ; ajad O'Neill saw, every day, his InaTest fol* 

!ow«»rs perifl^ing by the slow and punful death of 

oamine. His hopes from Spain were gone ; his al« 

lies wore d^ther exiles, or had purehased precarious 

nfety by submission; and his proud heart was hum. 

bled, by witnessing calamities which he could not 

sveity and misery he was unable to relieve. He o^ 

fered terms of accommodation, which Montjoy as 

read3y accepted. Elizabeth was now on her death* 

bed ; and ^le enormities which she had sanctioned 

in Ireland, weighed heavily on her conscimce. She 

now endeavoured to make some tardy repara^n* 

Orders were issued to restore Sir Finin O'Drisool 

to hia estate m Caifoery, and to make peace with 

O'Nein on ea^ terms. As O'Driscol did not hap* 

pen to be paiticulariy formidable, the Irish privy 

council first evaded, and then openly disobeyed the 

loyal commuid ; but the name of O'Neill was still 

dreaded, and tsnns of peace were arranged. Befiaie 

&e news of this pacification could be sent to £ng^ 

land, the mtelligoMe of the Queen's death was le^ 

eeived. O'Neill, on hearing of it, bunt into a paa* 

sifm of teanu The cause he assigned lor thisun* 

usual emotion, was rsgiet for the death of a ptiaesas 

whose persraial kindness he had requited hv ingoAii 

tude. It is more probaUe, that he grieved for hsv* 

ing lost the opportunity of makmg Im return to aU 

le^iaiioe a personal eom^iment to the new sove# 

9nga« 

The imperfect subjugation of Ireland cost £lis»« 
bedi more than three millioas Sterling, and an in- 
^dedable number of her bravest soldios. The ub^ 
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fortimate country- was reduced to a desert ; and at 
least one half of the population perished by Buniiie 
or the sword. The subnfission purchased at this 
tremendous oosti could not be sincere or p^moanent; 
and the system to which Eliaabetii trusted i^r seon- 
rity, manifestly increased the perils of her govern- 
ment. To extirpate the ancient nobility^ and to • 
divide their estates among the minions of the Eng- 
lish and Irish courts, was avowedly the object of 
several successive administrations ; and in punmt of 
that object, the common principles of justice and 
humanity* were flagrantly outraged. The under* 
takers were, in general, imprindpled adventurers^ 
who showed no gratitude to the crown, and no ' 
mercy to the country; they were fiuthless subjectt 
and cruel masters. The great body of tlie peasantry 
hated- them as intruders, ai^d despised them as up- 
starts ; nor was their conduct su(& as (to dimkHBh 
eidier feeling. Situated as Ireland was; the ancient 
aristocracy might easily have been made the hood of 
union between the people and the sovereign. Tims 
would ha^e brokenTfoveigrown estiri^ »>dtl>e 
ordinary progress of events ameliorated the feudal ' 
system ; ■ but when the nobles were sacrifieed to a 
faction, all the liiJcs of society were broken, and 
government deprived of the natural means -of mtro- ; 
duciBg improvements. An additional danger re- ^ 
suited from the numbers of the Irish nobility who, 
when driven into exile, fled to the Consent, and 
obtained employment in the armies of France and 
%)ain. They never resigned the hope of returning 
to their country, and recovering, in a new stn^Ie, 
the estates >of which they had been plundered. 

The commerce and trade of the country was an- 
nihilated by these protracted contests. ThefinancsB 
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were so dilapidated, that they wete inadequate to the 
ordinary expenses of the government. Elizabeth, in 
her distress, proceeded to debase the coin-^^-^n expe- 
dient which of course only multiplied the difficulties. 
Religion could not be expected to possess much 
influence amid the incessant din of arms. It was, to 
use the language of an old divine, ** in every body's 
mouth, and in nobody's hearL *' ££Ports were made 
by many partisans of the government, and by the 
papal emissaries,- to give the struggle the character of 
a religious war ; but they signally &iled. Many of 
Blikabeth's bravest soldiers were bigotted Catholics, 
and yet they never for a moment swerved from their 
allegiance. Desmond, the leader in the second great 
war, noCoriouflly offered to profess the reformed reli- 
gion, if his estates could .be .secured ; and Hugh 
0*N^ was so openly regardless of disputed doc- 
trines, that his profession of anxiety to defend 
the true faith was hailed with shouts of ridicule by 
all patties. " Hang thee, ** said the Earl of Essex, 
with equal humour and truth, *^ thou^talkest of a free 
exercise of religion ! thou carest as much for religion 
as my horse I " 
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CHAPTEE Xm. 
The Hefyn afjamei L 

Thb accession of Jaones I. esused no litde vudety 
among all parties in Ireland. His real chssracter ym 
nnknown to the leaders of the English interest : the 
Irish Catholics believed that in him they would Am! 
a patron and a friend. They aigued, that die son d 
Mary Queen of Scots, who had died a martyr to the 
fikith, would not long continue to support heresy ; and, 
acting on this mistaken notion, they forthwith, in de- 
fiance of law, proceeded to establish the puUic ex« 
ercise of the Romisfti religion. Tlie cities of Mun* 
ster were the foremost in this incautious dispiay; 
and the Lord Lieutenant immediately mardied aondi- 
wards to crush this dangerous spirit. When Mont- 
]oy arrived before Wateiford, he was met by a deputa- 
tion of the citizens, accompanied by two monks, eager 
to exhibit their skill in argumentative oratory. The 
ecclesiastics pleaded the crime of proclaiming as King 
an enemy to the £dth. The citizens showed a char^ 
ter of King John, by which Waterford was excused 
from quartering soldiers. Montjoy silenced the. 
monks, by detecting them in a misquotation from St 
Austin ; and terrified the citizens by threatening, if 
the gates were not instantly opened, that ** he would 
cut asunder the charter of King John with the sword 
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*f ot King James I ** Such reasoniiig was irresistible ; 
Ae flky at once yielded ; and in a few days Clonmel 
and Cashel imitated the example. Cork showed ra- 
tho^ acne obitiBacy ; but it suirradered after a short 
megBf and a few of the leaders were executed. 

The last act of Montjoy's govemment was one that 
oonlerB deserved honour on his name. He published 
an act of general oblivion and indemnity for all offences 
oommitted before his Majesty's accession; and he 
reccdvedy under the protection of the British law» 
the whole body of the Irish peasantry, who had beea 
hitherto left at the Solute disposed of their chie^ 
tains. Mon^oy appointed Sir Greorge Carew his 
deputy^ and returned to England, accompanied by 
Hn^ O'Neill and Roderick O'DonneL The King 
received both the chieftains very graciously. He 
confirmed O'Neill in bis title of Tyrone, and all his 
honours and estates. He revived, in ^vour of 
O'Donnel, the dormant title of Tyrconnel. The 
Irish Lords returned to Ireland, but were soon des- 
tined to experience, a second time, how ftail a de* 
&DCe was i^orded by the protection of the sqve- 
leign,. against the inveterate hostility of the fiiction 
that monopolized the loqal government. 

Sir Arthur Chichester, the new Lord Lieutenimt, 
laboured stcenuously to accomplish the great work 
of introducing the system of English law, which his 
predeeessor had b^gun. The customs of.tanistry 
and gavelkind were declared illegal ; the tenures of 
land modelled after the English form ; the division 
of the island into counties onnpleted ; and the cir-* 
cuits of the judges permanently established. Un* 
fortunately) the good effects of these beneficial mea* 
sures were more than counterbalanced by the revival 
of tbe^gendjsode, which Sir Asthuf Chiebest^ a^" 
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ministeFed with a vigour - beyond liie law. tkt 
King was a vain and conWln{>tible pedant, proud of 
his talents as a ^eologian, and seriously persuaded 
that his pen ought to be sufficient for the conversion 
of a people. Chichester, his lieutenant,- was cruel 
aind avaricious. His great anxiety was to* nuke a 
fortune, and we shall soon see how perfectly he sue- 
deeded. The punishment of recusants at this tune ' 
was the more strange, as James was mote ^an sus- 
pected of a secret attachment to the Rotnish doc- 
tlines. It was equally impolitic and unjust, fertile 
iri^ had no choice ; they must either have adopted 
tlie Catholic religioti or none j as they were wholly des- 
titute of Protestant instructors. The act of 'EUzsib^ 
inflicted a pecuniary fine on recusants. Chichester 
added deprivation of office and imprisonment. The 
Catholics of the Pale humbly remonstrated against 
these illegal hardships. Chichester, unable to con- 
fbte their argument^ sent the remonstrants to prison 
likewise. 

* In the midst of the confilraoii occasioned by these 
ptooeedings, the hearts; 6f-ithe local functionaries 
inte ddighted by the news of a Plot. Tlie. dis- 
covery of what is usually called Gutipowder Treaoxmt 
and the real nature of the con^iracy fenned by 
Cutefrby, Percy and Guy Fawkes, are problems oi 
Which the solution is not yet quite complete. Ihe 
jsccounts published by royal authority are obscure 
and perplexed in the extreme ; the statements made 
by the counsel for the crown on the trials are not 
borne out by the evidence ; and the witnesses do not 
seem to have beeil the persons who could, have given 
the best information. SdU there pan be no doubt 
of the ^dstence of this atrocious conspiracy,' though 
att^ details are uncertain. < The jiocount gmn by 
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yden of lUiother plot, is ihitch mote applicable to 

** Succeeding times did equal folly call, 
BeUeving nothing, or believing all. ** 

' Hie Irish prity council felt, or pretended, a great 
alann, when they received the news of the danger 
ta which the King had been exposed. With much 
iik>re reason the Catholic lords were filled with 
constemation ; for the crime was unhesitatingly a* 
Scribed to all the professors of the Romish religion. 
A letter was dropped in the council<>>duanber, daridy 
hinting, that there was a plot formed by the Irish Ca- 
tliolic lords against the state. No names were men- 
tioned, BO particulars given ; and yet, the local go- 
vernment at once fixed upon the Earls of Tyrone 
and Tyroonnel, as the agents of this pretended con- 
spiracy^ Both these lords werfe certainly discontent-^ 
ed. They knew that they were viewed with jealousy 
and hostUity by the officers c^ ^tate; and they were 
oc»nsdo¥is that th^ had frequently, in conversation; 
uttered s^nUments v4iich might easily be distorted 
int& proois of disaffectiGiki. They had learned, by 
bitter experiev^ce, in a former re^, that the Irish 
gotenmient was' itot very scrupulous in the use of 
meafts for increasing confisoiitiDns ; and, as they 
weve- wholly unprepared for resistance, they fied to 
the Continent. Sttange it is, that grave historians 
i^ould quote their flight, an undeniable proof of 
their innocence, ais an evidence of their guilt. Had 
any such coni|)iracy existed, O'Neill, who had be- 
{&re liiakitoined a brave war against Elizabeth, would 
have been prepaied with forces sufficient for his de- 
feiloe, and, perhaps, powerful enough to peril the 
^Uma^ of the stater But he was totally destititt^ 
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1^ soldiersy money, armSf pr ammnniticHi, for he bit 
entertained no thoughts of war/ In his case, imiQ* 
oence was weakness, and consequently ruin. It has 
been asked, ". why then did he not stand his trial ? " 
He might have answered, as another unfortunate Iiish 
exile £d in a similar case, ^* What chancie would a 
fiit goQse haTQ before a jury of foxes ? '* Hiose win 
have looked into those records of guilt and oppiea- ^ 
sion, the State Trials, and especiaiJlj those of Ire- 
land, will entertain no doubt of what the eyeiit would 
have be^n, if he had appeared befoie the royal, court . 
The qharge for hiring witnesses was long in Ixekoi 
one of ihe ordinary ^penses .of the civil goy^naent 
Tiie name of O NeiU, was. weU knowi^ on tlw 
Continent ; and in every European nation,, the treat- 1 
faeni he had received became a subject of rep^oadi 
agi^i^ist England. James, in consequence, ^piij!>li8b- | 
ed a proclamation, unfortunately too long .for ia- • 
sertion, as it is a .curiosity in its iray, stetisigy.^ j 

Seneral terms, the guilt of the fugitive Earls. This 
pcumenjt, which contains nothmg b«t vague and | 
l^eneral phaiges, mixed with no smatt share- of p** 
aonal abuse, served only to prove that the King^s 
injustice; could neither be excused «Qr defesded 
^ Cahir O'Dogherty, another, fihi^ftyli^ of the 
&or(h, took up .arms under drcimistaoces that seen 
to prove his msanity. He was easily. crushed, sad 
Us immense estates , added to the fi>r£situses of Tjl* 
rpne and Tvrconnel, 

The confiscations thus mad/e by James, inaludd 
the six countifMS of Tyrconnel, now caOed J)(W^j 
Tyrone, Derry, Fermanagh, Cavap, and AffWj^ 
eontainia^ more than^half a miUioa of acres* f^ 
ISing, wiUiottt paying ai^y tegfui to th^ rjghta fi^ 
9a6up«4% deteoni^ed tQ fl^ ia jheM. difltite •^ 
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Iani08 fiom England and Seodand, and to drive thi 
^o^ual inhabitants into the woods and mountains 
rhis iiuqqitous scheme is whottyineKCusable. Tto 
[rish chie& possessed the sovereignty^ but not A» 
pjx>perty of (he soil ; eonsequenilj ' the guik ot 
O'lSTeill and O'DonneU, thoi:^ erer so dearly pKove^ 
could not affect the rights of their feudatories^ who 
were not even accused of treason. The English lanf 
of forfeiture in itself snflBciently uii|iHt» never d»» 
clared that the interests of Bunooent tenants should 
Ij^e sacrificed for the. lebeUion of the landlord ; it 
only placed the King in the place of Irnn whose pio* 
perty. had been ferfeited^ and left all.the rdatioiis of 
the tenantry unaltered. Yet were all the aeliial 
holders of land in these devoted districts dispossess 
ed without even the shadow of a pretenee ; and thv 
abominable wickedness is eulogised by many even at 
1^ present day> as the very consammatioa of polili* 
cal wisdom I 

The scheme of {^tadon deviaed by James^ sur- 
passed that of his predecessor. The lands were di- 
vided into portions of two thousand^ fifteen hundred, 
and one thousand aere% according to the capacity of 
the undertakers. They were bcnind to sublet onfy 
to English tenants ; to give these secure leases Cn 
equitable terms ; to erect houses after the English 
UAwni and .to adopt, the English system of mi- 
culture. They were strixstly prohibited feom giving 
land to the mere Irishy or to such persons as refused 
the oaths of allegiance and supremacy. The com- 
panies ; in the city of London obtained very large 
gm^ as undeftakers ;- and it is but justice to add, 
that their estates are, and long have been, tbe best 
maaagied in Ireland. Few complaints would be mads 
(S|jilSMniMianw if the imtstitrftf aU 
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managed with so much attention to the comfints of ' 
ibe tenantry, and the general welfare of the country^ 
as those of the London companies* In the com- 
mencement of the plantation, their conduct was# 
however, fiir different ; they openly, and almost a- 
ybwedly, violated every part of their contract ; they 
Acted entirely hy agents, in whose selection little caie 
was taken ; and they permitted them to exhaust, in 
private emolument, resources of which they were 
Aaw in learning the value. 

The order of haronetage was instituted by James ; 
and this title was curiously connected with the plan* 
tation of Ulster. The number of baronets was li- 
mited to two hundred ; and each who received the 
dignity, was forced to pay to the crown a sum suffi- 
cient to support thirty men for the space of three years^ 
in order to defend the new settlement. The money 
was never applied to this purpose, but was wasted in 
the riotous extravagance of the royal household. 

Sir, Arthur Chichester, the great contriver of this 
^tensive scheme of spoliation, received as a reward 
the territory of Inishowen, and the greater part of 
ihe estates that had belonged to Sir Cahir O'Dog- 
herty. It was manifestly of importance to have tins 
extendve transfer of property secured by legislative 
enactment ; and, for this purpose, it was resolved to 
summon a parliament, mr the first time during a 
space of twenty-seven years. There was eveiy rea- 
son to dread that the government would encounter 
a vigorous opposition, if the members of the Lower 
House were £drly elected; for the illegal violence 
of Chichester, his rigorous exclusion of recusants 
£rom office, and his determination to continue the 
penalties fbr refusing to attend the established wor- 
*hipy had «zcited4miv6r8al4lanB amoDg4he Loids ol 
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die Pale, as well as the native Irish. To provider- 
against this danger, James created forty boroughs at 
once* Created is the proper term ; for, in the great 
majority of them, it would have been difficult ta 
discover the town or village which was thus sudden^ 
ly incorporated. Even those places which had some- 
thing more than nominal existence, received ohartenr 
{till of blunders and inconsistencies, which placed 
the result of the elections at the discretion of the re- 
tmming officers. 

A. D. 16 Id.-*— Notwithstanding all these precau- 
tions, the recusants mustered in great strength, and 
made a public entry into Dublin, with numerous 
trains of attendants and retainers. The Upper House 
consisted of sixteen Barons, five Viscounts, four 
Earls, and twenty-five spiritual Peers. As the pre^ 
lates were unanimous in the support of government^ 
and were supported by a majority of the temporal 
peers, the influence of the crown in the Upper House 
was irresistible. Parties were more nearly balanced 
in the House of Commons, and both eagerly emi 
braced the first opportunity of trying their strength 
in the election of a speaker. The friends of the 
court proposed the Attorney-General, Sir John 
Davis ; and the country party nominated Sir John 
£verard, a lawyer of a respectable family, and equal- 
ly eminent for his ability and integrity. After a 
long time had been wasted in violent altercation, th^ 
courtiers called for a division. It was agreed that 
the Ayes, or supporters of Davis, should go put, and 
the Noes remain. The votes were, for Sir John 
Davis 127, for Sir John Everard 97. But the elec^ 
tion was not decided immediately by this vote. A 
ecene took place previously, so utterly absurd, that 
-tpre can with difficulty bring ourselves to believe tha| 
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any sndi oould have taken plaoe in a cbl2bent»e 
auembly. No sooner had the *^ Ayea '' jnAdama^ 
ihm the recusants voted themselves die Houie <tf 
Commons by aockmationy and imaoimoiisly >eaHed 
on Sir John Everard to take the chair. 1/^en iim 
government party returned, they were e^pnUy'SDr" 
prised and indignant at the tridL They attcnytrd < 
to pull Everard from the chair, but, &iHng in dns 
efibzt, they placed Sir John Davis in his lap. This 
only added to the confusion. A disgracefbl tnmnit 
followed, which at last terminated in the retirement 
tf the recusants, who protested against the entire 
constitution and proceedings of the parliament, as 
iabrmaland iUeg^. 

The recusant Lords in the Upper House imitated 
this example. A convention of all who had with- 
drawn was formed, and a deputation -Ghosen to pie* 
aent a remonstrance to the Kjng. The Lord Lien* 
tenant, on the other hand, sent over the Eaii of 
Thomond, the Chief-justice of the Ejng's Bendi^ 
and the Lord Treasurer, to defend the Irish govern- ^ 
ihent. Both parties were heard before the King in 
council ; and James, as might easily have been &re- 
aeoi, decided in &vour of his servants. He &• 
Toured the remonstrants with a lecture on the patei^ 
nal kindness of his government, in his own pecu- 
liar style of eloquence ; and ended with a threat of 
punishmoit fer their late hardihood, and a piDBiiae 
t£ fiivour, if they made atonement by future sub- 
mission. 

The country^pazty, though still powerlbd, made 
no further opposition. The bill for ratifying the at- 
tainders of O'Neill, O'DonneU, and O'Do^s^, 
were passed unanimously, and a subsidy was granted 
to the Kiog with great alacrity; fiur the rval. £ic- 
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Ama eagerly soug^ lo daim the exclusive merit of 

Ilia tooBess of thti northem {Citation gave Jame* 

a taste for oonfisoatioiis, which the Irish officers of 

tlie' ctown were eager to eacoimige. All their inge* 

tnnty mis not^ however, equal to the invention of A 

new plot ;—4hev therefore devised a scheme moM 

certain in its emdaj and more glaringly iniqnitoas» 

This w«8 the '* commission for die discovery of de* 

fccthre titles;" at the head of which was pkced S& 

Wfliiam Parsons, an unprincipled adventure, on 

whoia craft and • crime has cmifeiTed an unenviable 

notoriety. During the long civil wars that had de* 

▼astated the island in the preceding reigns, and es^ 

pocttfiy the last, property had been in a state of 

constant fluctuation. Deeds were lost-— documents 

destroyed — ^feudal services left unperformed — and 

i«nts to the ciown unpaid. By taking advantage of 

these circumstances, die King obtained the foifei* 

tore of another hidf million of acres. A class of 

informers, eaUfid Dinoverers^ was r^ularly einploy^i' 

ed by the officers of the crown, to- search out de^ 

fisdive titles* Tkej were rewarded' by grants of con^ 

ceaM lands belonging to the crown ; and the Kmg 

wm interested in their support, by the hope of an 

advanced lent, or a heavy composition* The united 

avarice and prodigality of the King fhud induoed 

liiai 10 make his amninistration nothing better thai a 

system of robbery ; but his officers in Irdand went 

nr beyond their master in iniquity, and plundered 

wth -striet impflortiahty the loyal and the su6pected| 

tlw.o^onents of the government, and those who 

had been taken undor the proteotiQn iE>f the erowov - 

One case may be quoted, as a specimen of Iridi 
jaslioc ifi those days# Biyan and Tudpgh Byrne 
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^fvere the rightful owners of a tnct in Leinsler, xdM 
the Ranelaghs. Its vicinity to the capital made it a 
desirable plunder; and aocordin^y Parsonsy Limd 
EsiBondy and some others, determined that it shoidd 
be forfeited. The Byrnes, however, had i^weifai 
interest in England, and obtained a patent grant of 
their lands from the King. Parsons and Esmond 
were not to be disappointed so easily. They flat^ 
refosed to pass the royal grant ; and, deeming ^ 
destruction of the Byroes necessary to their safety, 
they had them arrested on a charge of treason. The 
witnesses provided to support die change, were Duie,- 
whom Turlogh Byrne, as a justiee of the peaoe, had 
sent to prison for cow-steajing^ MaicArt and Mac« 
tjnffin, two notorious thieves, and a &nner named 
Archer. This last long resisted the attempts to 
force him to become a perjured witness ; and his oh* 
Itinacy was punished by the most horrible tortures. 
He was burned in the fleshy parts of the bodywitb 
'hot irons.; placed on a gridkon over a charcoid ire; 
and, finally, flogged until nature could support him 
up longer, and he promised to swear any thing that 
the commissioners pleased. BiUs of indictment ware 
presented to t:wo successiye Grand Juries in the oeoiw 
ty of Carlow, and at once ignored, aa the suboroed 
witnesses were unworthy of credit, and contradided 
themselves and each other. For this oppositioB to 
the wiU of government, the jurors were summoned 
to the Star-Chamber in Dublin, and heavily fined. 
The witnesses, MacArt and MacGriffin, being no 
longer useful, were given up to the vengeance of the 
law. They w^e hanged for robbeiy at Kilkenny { 
and, with their dying breath, dechred the innocence 
itf the Byrnes. 
The n^envity of Parsons, and hie acobmpliec^ 
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'«wa.]i0t>yefcexliau8ted. The Byrnes presented th«m- 
adsvesibe&re the Court of King's Bench in Dublin^ 
4o answer any charge that might be brought against 
them.. No prosecutor iippeared, and yet the Chief- 
l^sltice^refosed to grant their dischaige. During 
two years, repeated orders were transmitted from 
Knglimd, directing that the Bymes should be finee4 
^om fiirther process, and restored to their estates; 
bot the &ction in the castle evadc^d and disobeyed 
ereiy mandate. At length, on learning that the 
I>uke of Richmond, the generous patron of the per- 
seeuted Irishmen, was dead, it was determined by 
PfiV8ons to complete the destruction of the victimi^ 
Sfi had before been baffled by the integrity of a 
Gumd Jury ; on this occasion,, he took proper pia- 
dkations to prevent a similar disappointment. The 
■bills were sent before the Gnmd Jurors of Wicklow^ 
the majority of whom had obtained grants of the 
B3im^ property, and all were intimately connected 
with the prosecutors. The evidence placed before 
4im impartial body was the depositions of four mr 
•minalsy who wer» pardoned on condition of giving 
evidence ; but even these wretches were not brought 
ij% person before the jury. Their depositions were 
tfJiLen in Irish by one of the prosecutors, and tranar 
Jated by one of nia creatures* These suspicious do«* 
^tnments, however, proved sufficient, and the bills 
were found. 

, To procure additional evidence, it was necessary 
iOt use expedients stiU more atrocious. A numbed 
.of persons were seiiEcd, and subjected to the mocl^ 
^ly pf trial by martial law, though the regular courts 
'i«e^ sitting. The most horrid tortures were inflictr 
ed.pn those who refused to accuse the Bymes; and 
\9ff9»^ the most obsti^ftte were punished with 4eatb* 
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But the fiminess of the victimB presented dMadtt 
tvfaieh were not ovorcome, before some mtliovs 
Eti^ishmen lepresented the effidr sb strong^^ to iht 
King diat he was shemed into interfefence. Ht 
,sent over eomini8SM>ners from England to investigate 
the entire affidr. The Byrnes were brought h^an 
4hemy and honourably acquitted. Their Ihes were 
thus saved ; but Parsons had previously contmed 
to obtain a great portion of their estates by pEtteotj 
«nd was permitted to keep them undisturbed^ 
- This narrative, which has been rather softened in 
its horrible details^ may i^pear to many too diode- 
ang to be believed ; but all the documents e(»niect- 
led with it are still preserved in the library of the 
Dublin University, and it is circumstantially rdaftad 
by Carte, a historian remarkable for his hoetitirf to 
ihe Msfa. Neither hate the worst parts of the tnms- 
action been without a' parallel in more modem tirae& 
Evidence obtained by indiscriminate torture' was 
used, for the destruction of individuals whose pdfr> 
lieal sentiments were adverse to diose of the domi* 
nabt £iction, at a period not yet removed beyond the 
^taiiemoiy of man* 

Hie local government of Irdand, dwii^ the i^ 
Biainder of this disglRtoefiil reign, was in every n- 
i^pect consonant to the specimen already gnna 
'Martial law was prodaimed in times of peaee ; re- 
fractory witnesses were tortured; obstinate jurofs 
fined and imprisoned ; the eedesiastieal courts be- 
came tttstrum^its of intoleraUe oj^ression ; tfcfe 
judges of the land were erud, venal, and proftigale. 
'P^^ilation pervaded' every office of the state ; the 
jarmy mouldered away, for the coinmaaden !«eie 
members of the privy council, and voted themselviBB 
«uie pay for full ^companies, while the number of 
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^cddieis actually employed scarcely exceeded one- 
third of those entered on the returns; and such was 
the extent of public plunder, that the annual chaige 
of the government exceeded by sixteen thousand 
pounds 2ie annual revenue of the kingdom. 

The rapacity of the discoverers, and the avarice of 

the monarch, was still unsatisfied ; and a new scheme 

of confiscation wa^ devised, which, if put into exe- 

cudon, would have forfeited the entire provin^^ of 

Connaught. During the reign of Elizabeth^ tl^ 

lords and gentry, of this province had suirendered 

their lands to Sir John Penrot, and received them 

bmdk am erants' from the Queen. Having neglected 

the enrohnent of their patents, they again 8iurrendeiv> 

ed them to James, and paid a smn of three ihoueand 

pounds to have them enrolled* The officers of the 

Court of Chancery, from negligence or bobib othor 

more culpable motive, . omitted this form ; and the 

King, at the dose of his reign, prepared tp take ad- 

BBntage x>f this clefical error, and aeiie on.Comiaiigfat 

aa he had on Ulster. The proprietons were fusd 

with oonsteroation at this idanning {uroject, and nur 

mediately prepared to avert the blow* They knew 

tfaat.it woi^4 ^ useless to appeal to the King's ju»> 

tice^ his honour, or his humanity ; but th^ weie 

anrare that he was greedy and necessitous, and theaR»> 

fere teodered him a bribe of ten thousand ponnda. 

."While James hesitated between .the temptatkn of 

^ sum in hand,, and a laiger in proipect^.he was 

aeind with mortal illness, anid din^ bequeathing to 

his ten three kingdoms filled with intenial discord^ 

and involved in external wars, from which neidnr 

honour nor profit ooiild be dedved. 
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CHAPTER XIV. 

TWmi the Aeeeision of CharU$ L to the Oommehcement of the 
gnat CivU War in Ulster. 

There never was a time in which the spirit of re- 
ligious fimaticiBm was more fierce and intolerant, 
than the period to which we have now arrived. In 
Engknd and Scotland, the Episcopalians and the 
Puritans were violently opposed ; in Ireland, the 
Protestant and Catholic interests were guided by the 
fiercest animosity. The Catholics received, widi the 
utmost reverence, a bull from Pope Urban VIIL, in 
which his Holiness asserted, that the oath of supre> 
macy ^^ wrested the sceptre of the Catholic church 
inxm the hand of the Almighty. " The Protestant 
prelates, headed by Archb^op Usher, published a 
declaration, stating, that those who tolenUed Popery 
mete *^ guilty of a grievous sin, and rendered them* 
selves accessary to idolatry, abomination, and the 
perdition of souls, which perished in the deh^ of 
Catholic apostasy. " The political condition of lie* 
<knd was still more peiplexmg. The fiiction which 
had hitherto ruled tne country had squanderod the 
revenue, neglected the defences, and exhausted the 
resources of the nation. In Ulster, the original in* 
habitants, deprived of their lands, supported a miser- 
able existence in mountains and remote districts, wait* 
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ing patiently for a &vourable time. When the possessions 
Df which they had been despoiled might be recoveredt 
The unprincipled attempt of the late King to seise 
on all the lands in Connaught, spread great ahm^ 
among all ^e old proprietors of Irish estates. There 
was no tenure sufficiently secure to resist the acts 
of the discoverers, especudly when the officers of 
fitate and the judges of the- realm had joined in their 
alliance. Much, however, was to be hoped fiom a^ 
new sovereign ; and the Catholic recusants, then form* 
ing an overwhelming majority of the Irish proprie- 
tary, joined by several Protestants of rank, h«d a 
meetinff in Dublin to propose measures for tranquil* 
lizing the country. 

A. D. 1628. — The entire proceedings of this as« 
sembly were marked by wisdom and moderation^ 
They drew up a number of articles in the nature of 
a Bill of Rights, to which they humbly solicited the 
Royal assent, and promised that, on their being grant«* 
ed, they would raise a voluntary assessment of one 
hundred thousand pounds for the use of the crown* 
The principal articles in these Graces, as they at9 
called, were provisions for the security of property, 
the due admuustration of justice, the prevention- oiF 
military exacticms, the freedom of trade, the better re* 
gulation of the clergy, and the restraining * of the ty» 

* The Wording of tlus clause proves, tiliat however the ee- 
tiH**^**^ clergy of lihe day may have neglected their spirituat 
dutiesi they took care of their temporal conoems. It tuos thmv 
M That no extraordinary Warrants of assistanccy touchiz^ claiM 
destine mimriages, christenings, or burials, or any contumaciea 
pretended i^^ain^t ecclesiastical jurisdiction, are to be issued oc 
executed by any chief gevemonr ; not aie the cUrgy to 5e per- 
mitted to keep any private pneon of their own for their own 
cauiei ; but ddmquents in that kmd are henceforth to. bi 
conunitted to the king's public gaols and by the king's oA*t 
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videdy dMittihe Scots who had been plaiiited m Ulste 
shdidd be aediuwi'ia llii& posMsnon^ and a genoOd 
pardon granted fox all offences - 

It is manifes£y' that theae aitides were not aay 
Ibiind^ in equity^ but in p(Jicy ; thati&e^r wece wdl 
ealddated to tfajuquifiizG the nation, by securii^ the 
Weasiiigs of good goYemmant ;^ and that* a soveragO) 
posBedBiK^ the least ^park c£ wisdbm or beneficence^ 
w^ gladly to have 'seiaed ao ^lendid^ ain oj^xnta* 
ntfy of restoring peace and paosperity to Iwdiatoacfe* 
0d (Ribjecta. It ta but just to add, that Ch^oAm 
aettaed inqtreased ^ the leaaonaUeness of' tfaeimx 
posals made by his Li^ sulijects ; his heart was not 
natundly bad, bat he was weak and wavemig. A, 
chunour waa caiaed by the fiction of the ascendan^ 
lA Irdand, and eohoed by iks Puritans in Engkn^ 
that these GraCea were exduaively designed for die 
benefit of the Catholics ; Charies became ahinned» 
and in an cTil hoar yielded to the treacfaeioiis ad^ 
vice of Strafford. With detestable duplicity he ac- 
oepted the proffered money, while he secretly ies<^» 
ed that the promised Graces should never be grant- 
)^d• Atedbnical infiannali^ in the writs, for aus- 
nxmii^ parliament^ aerved as an excuse for dckyii^ 
the Gnoes during die admimBtration of Lord Falk* 
land. When he departed^ the sword was conunit- 
led to two Loids-justicesy Loftus the Chancelkxv 
and Eidutfd Earl of Coik. They were said to be 
diamdined to eoneession, and their unwillii^ness 
Iras made a pretence for furdier delay. ' At length 
the government was transferred to Thomas Vidcount 
Wentworth, better known by his aubse^pient tidvof 
«ri oi Strafford,' yvko Toluntarfly took upon him^ 
0df the odium-of lefiudbag them atoogeAer* '. 
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. iPie' administration of the Earl of St^ord foixa9 
aift iinportfint era in the histoid; of Irelaoil* He cam^ 
0¥er^ at the inoio^nt of a crisis whieh was to detei^ 
mine whether the country was to enjoy peace ^ncl 
prosperij^y, or he subjected to a new course of dis« 
cord and calamity*. Throi^h ignorance rather thwi 
desiffo, he adopted t^ system wluqh inevitahly kd tQ 
ilie latter^ and involved himself. and his ma^r in 
tl)e.ge|keral Tuin. ^ His character h^. often heen th^ 
theme of unmeasured eulcigy» and equally extrayor 
gaot .vituperaticHi» bedmse he was hun^lf gr eat in 
\u9 qualities hoth of gopd and eviL While> hov^ 
ever^ in England aomfs are found to advocate thi9 
^use of this unfortunate statesmieoit bis name is aH 
this hour intensely de^sted in Ireland* There i^ 
not a. peasant who passes the ruins of the magnifir 
c^t edifice, which h^ hegian to erect near Naa8» that 
does not yent an ejLecration against /^ Black Toqi» ** 
the tyrant and piersecutor • The traditions irespectidg 
his violence a«d Qpprespsion, contain the most ex* 
aggerated tales of crueUy, bloodshed and robbery, 
move like the anecdotic of a leader of banditti in UIlq 
fdevcinth century^jhan of a civil govepipx: in ib^ 
s^ente^th« The Cathi:jiqs, whpm h% certainly out? 
i9ged, \)y persij^ding Ihe King. to break his pronuAi) 
sdi^miUy ,p%htedy;a|^ th^ puritanical ProtestantOb 
whose party he detested^ hiive bpth (Combined to 
hUoken his mepnory^ as they both joined to destrojp 
his life* His. very vlrtn^s*. h^v^ been tortwed intQ 
t^imes ; thq benefits whieh he. unquestionably In* 
boured to con&i;, represented as kistances^of maU^ 
BkjT Siod h^tQ. I\ ia imposfiiUe to deny that his-gQ<^ 
Wn^nen^fWas the ^at so^voe.pf tha<^ tenible jooci 
liC]»vil which soon a&er py^whekied the land; h^ 

ih0 cbaiact^ o{«ai6|iaA ja iMfi^j^M b« detent 
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mined by its consequences. Strafford must not be eon- 
demned, because that circumstances, whibh he coi^ 
not have foreseen, made his best measures rabduc- 
tive of nought but* evil. His history shomd be a 
Warning to those statesmen who scTuple not to use 
bad means for the accomplishment of a good purpose: 
they may, like him, be hurried away before their la- 
bour is accomplished ; and the evil means fidling in* 
ito less pure and less able hands, may be directed to 
work incalculable mischiefl 

Strafford had heard that Ireland was turbulent and 
disaffected* He regarded it as a conquered coanttyy 
whose inhabitants possessed no civil rights but by 
the mercy of the crown. He therefore resolvi^ to 
make the sternest despotism the principle of his go* 
vemment, and to admit of no opposition to fai^ im<* 
perious wiU. He avowed and defended these senti* 
ments on his trial, yrhen he was accused of endea* 
touring to make the King absolute in Ireland, pie- 
paratory to a similar attempt in England ; and there 
eon be no doubt that he conceived himself fully jus* 
tified in his opinions. He was also prepossessed 
gainst all the leading < men of Ireland, but more 
e^ecially against the best and most truly patriotic 
tK^leman of the day, Ridbard Earl of Cork. On* 
ginally a cadet in the aAny of Elizabeth, Ridiard 
Boyle had risen to filme and fertune by honourable 
services. A fortunate marriage^ . and the purchase 
of the grants itoade to Sir Wditer Raleigh, gave him 
eKtehsive estates in the south of Ireland. These he 
diligently improved, by introducing English Phitest* 
imts, by encouraging manu&ctures, and by erecting 
tisefid public woks at his owh expense. Wlnle he 
^^ permanently benefited the country, he extended 
his ^wift resdui^s ; but there waa no- feol bk>t oa' 



hit^ cimnctar: h» had not trafficked in plois, noc 
tended m eonfigofUiaasy bat ever acted .consistently 
with the principle ei^reseed in.- his motto» '^ GodW 
fypovidmice is nay inharitanise^" Schools and abns* 
t ho u flee» which hevcncted in. his towns of Yougfaal, 
Iasn|oxe» aipid Baiidon»stilIte8tiiyhis,benevolence ^ an^ 
tb«i*oiainfls which led to the extenoijce confiscations in 
tlMri^lJign of £liAibeth» wmld have^been foi^en, an4 
p^Ebass fixgotteQ, if all the new pioprietoisnad acted 
«ft wdl».. and as wisely, aa Richard Ead of Code. 

Th^ Saul of Strafioidt. not contented with, deny?- 
109 the promised Giaces, psepared to execute the 
ppfi^jaet; of a- new plantation in Connaught^ which 
Jamea had planned* His proceedii^ in this un* 
dAptaUflgi were chacacteriaed 1^ more than oidinaiy 
V]gpu% and by man open Tiolaidons.of justice than 
hftd biMii'eicpected* His owa letten. infonn. us. of 
tbA-pveliiniiiades whiob he deened necessaiy before 
euimsBigj oot a> judicial investig^on of the Kixigs 
tide to the ealatefr in the west of Ireland ^^ Se 
took with him to each town whene, aa inquisition 
weft-held, fiiverhundred harsenuu^ sa-good looker^' 
Q»* He treai^dmlik amk peisons a& mi^t. ^ve 
Jurtliemiice- in finding &b the King. He inquired 
out ^ men to serve upon juae& He obtained a 
gveot of fouc «hi1lM?ff > in the pound out of the. first 
yaer'a rent of wmiy estate^ vested in the. Crown, hj 
theeeinfuflilaonsbi to the- Lord Chief- Justice and the 
Chief won. " In Leitsim» Eoacommon^ Ma^o» 
and Sligo> these paaeainiona were found efilectiye : 
tib«r juaes in every inatanee found, a verdict for. the 
Cxemu In Galway^ however^, the, jjurors, trusting 
thefetbey would he snq^^Kted by the influen«e> of the 
Eealof Clanriinrdi^ ventused to g^e.a.contra]^ ver- 
dieU The initatad; Leid lieutapaot inunedkelj 
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fined the Sheriff a thousancl poun& for rettffnkig ^ 
an improper jury, and bound over the jurors^ to* im- 
swer for themselves 'before the Star-ChambeF. 

The composKtions which the Lord Lieutenant 
^torted from those who had neglected the condi- 
tipns of their grants, were exorbitant in the ex- 
treme. He compelled the 0*Bymes to pay seven- 
teen thousand pounds to remedy a pretended defect 
of title, and extorted no less than seventy thousand 
from the liondon Companies, that had obtained 
estates in Ulster. This latter ckcumstaneo added^ in 
no stnaU degree, to the popular clamour which had 
been raised in England against the pride^and tyranny 
of Strafford, Indeed, it was probaUy one of the 
principal causes of his ruin ; for thenceforward the 
citizens of London became his deadly enemies, and 
exerted aU their influence to procure his deslaruction* 

The conduct pursued by the haughty governor 
towards the Irish nobility was incredibly rigorous. 
Lord Wilmot and the Barl of Cork were fined £ot 
alleged usurpations of property. The Earl of Kil- 
dare was sent to prison ; but the amazing severity 
shown to Lord M ountnorris, transcended all the o- 
thers so much, that the outcry was general through- 
out Endand and Ireland, 

Sir Francis Annesley, afterwards created Lord 
Mountnorriis, was one of the few adventurers, iii the 
reigns of Elizabeth and James, that amassed- a for- 
tune by honourable means. He wa» a pattern of 
integrity, and was partic^ilarly remarkable for the rare 
virtue of doing justice to the native Irish. He was 
the principal means of rescuing the O'Bymes firom [ 
the machinations of Parsons and Esmond, and had, 
on several occasions, come forward as die advocate 
of the innocent and the oppressed. His stem in- 
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dependence was displeasing to> Strafford, who took 
every opportunity of mortifying him in the official 
situation which he held> that of Vice-treasurer. 
Mountnorria suppressed his resentment ; hat as he 
had cause to be offended, it was, of course, conclude 
ed that he cherished some secret hostility ; and he 
was closely watched by the spies of the government. 

At a dinner given by the Lord Chancellor, it was 
casually observed by one of the guests, that Straf- 
ford had been much provoked by a domestic, who 
had hart his gouty foot while removing a stooL 
.This domestic had formerly been insulted by the 
chief governor ; in reference to which, Mountnorria 
observed, that he had probably acted by design; 
f* but, '* added he, '^ the gentleman has a brother, 
w^o would not have taken such a revenge^ " For 
this vqry innocent remark, MountnorHs was arrested, 
and brought to trial before a court-martial, over 
which Strafford presided in person. The pretence 
for this species of trial was, that Mountnorris coiji'* 
Hianded a company in the royal army, and that the 
words which he uttered were mutiny. The proceed- 
ings of the court were brief and decided. Mounts 
norris was found guilty of ** impeaching the obeying 
his general, " and sentenced to military execution. 
The infamy o£ this transaction is not lessened, by 
.the sentence not having been put ui force. Th^ 
fact, that a nobleman was subjected to a Ions and 
tedk>us impmonment, to ever^ mdig.ity which th« 
insolence of office could dictate, and to the mortifi- 
cation of an ignominious sentence, for an innocent 
remark, made in the midst of conviviality, cannot be 
extenuated, because a tardy pardon was wrung from 
^e reluctant shame of his bitter persecutors. 

.The. general, administration of Strafford^^^ though 
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cn]ninri.-]ii fDv^efttfeme^ puuiuaiwv iiiw ilS' of v w9pB* ' 
neratd^f thotlgfa^not? simioistit to redeem it» giiiit: 
Ife'iyboured succesdyijr te hfiproTe t^ ehanKler of 
die established cbisehy by raising lll& ^puyfioatioiB 
o^dieeleigy. He esacted fiem tlie rectoiB-aad on* 
iBtes' a* sii icter a it e ndeir tathexr paroekial duties tiuni 
they had ppevioui^ bestowed^ and rewarded them 
hj restoring to the ehurch: a Idrge • portJ0ii> of eede- ^ 
sastieal revenne, whieh had be^ megi^y seised bf 
lile> aristoeracyj In * enfeKing* the penal* laws^ Strap* 
find sfaonved 99 mueh' moderation) that- h& was ao* 
eased' by t^e- Purkans o^ eneoun^ng Pbp^ ; but 
Ai9 ws» in some- d^tee eonnteibahuiced^ l^ hia at- 
tadt ovthe' proprietors- of Connai^ht. The sdieme 
of 8 western ^antation:) whidi he had matured at the 
expense of so much guilt, was finally laid as^e, in 
eonaequenee of the* aniiFersal outeiy raised aganst 
such monstrous iniquity. The- greatest bliessing that 
Sb'ailbrd conferred on IreLmd^ was the estaUish- 
ment 6£ the linen mnm&etory^ long aftenrards^ the 
stifle mffini&eture of the country. It must, howeveiv 
be added, that he aho' soceesaraly laboured' todes* ' 
troy the manu&eture of dot^ which* was begmning 
ta'ftmrish, feaiingl^ the Irish, hsvingwDc^ dieeperi 
would twbI the tmde of Engknds. This wa% however, ! 
the pcittieal economy of his -day, and has not wanted 
advocates and imkatonrin moreenli^taiedperiodsi 
The trade and commerce of Ireland in c re as ed ra- 
pidly under the firm and vigeveus government of 
Stnmord. The revenue unproved mA amaaiag ra- 
picBty; and the Exdie^er, odwusted at hia ani- 
rtlf was fiiU when he deputed. The afmy> whic& 
had fiiBen into a'shoeking* state of &oi«^atioa^ 
was, by his exerticm, made availaMe for &e support 
of the govenunent imd the defence of the couiltiy. 
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Hie levolt of his dScottisli sabjects eon^elled 
jQuffles to recal the ablest df bis .ministeEB.from the 
pvemment of Ireland. Befeie Strafford departed, 
be obtained the vote of ,& .large subsidy from the 
ht^ Barliamenty <^ndiioh was ^declared to be an act of 
gratitude for the benefits that the country had re«- 
oeived from die wise administiBtioBof the Lord Lieu^ 
tenant. In a few montiis.iifrer his departuiey tiie 
vote for the subsidy .was virtually rescinded, and 
Suafibrd was inmeached by the very padiamenttfaat 
bad Jately loadea him with fulsome adulation. Wan* 
desfordy whom .'Stniffoid had kft in Ireland as his 
deputy, died of . -broken fae«t, in conHe^ience of 
the veiattonS'to which :he was subjected by the Re* 
casants and Puritans, who hod suddenly formed an 
aDiance against the government. 

The unfortunate monarch -was now in the b^in* 
Toim of those troubles that afterwards deprived him 
of his life and crown. He knew that the Puntans 
were his most zealous enemies ; end yet, at this cri- 
tical moment, he intrusted the government of Ire- 
Isnd to Parsons. and Borlase, men completely at the 
disposal of the English .parliament. We have al- 
ready given some account of the conduct of Parscms 
in lus office of commissioner of forfeitures. It is 
only necessary to add, that he professed the most 
rigid principles of Puritanism, and veiled his insa- 
tiable rapacity under the 0I01& of affected sanctity. 
His colleague, Sir John Borlase, was a mere sol- 
der. He had' received little or no education; his 
wderstanding was mean and contemptible ; and he 
bad imbibed all the prejudices and all the ferocity 
which distinguished :the violent Actions of that un- 
^ppy period. Borlase was governed by his wily 
colleague ; and both immedii^y joined io employ* 
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ing all their power to oppose the interests, Jmd 
thwart the wishes of their sovereign. They aided 
the parliament in preventing the levies which the 
King of Spain wished .to make in. Ireland, and 
thus kept in the country those men whomi ambition, 
•when \ek ungratified by military fame abroad, urged 
to seek distinction by civil war at home. They, 
however, soon found ,diat the Iri^ parliament, hav- 
ing thrown off its customary submission to the 
crown, began to lose its respect for the delegated 
authority of Lordis-justice's ; and they therefore put 
an end to the session by prorogation. 

. The disputes between the King and his subjects 
in Britain, were daily becoming more alarming; and 
the Irish exiles in every part of Europe b^an to 
contemplate an attempt to recover the property of 
which they. had been deprived. The Irish of Ulster 
were notoriously eager to engage in any enterprise 
which would afford a promise of redeeming their 
vnonga* The people of Connaught, threaten^ with 
confiscation, were looking to arms as their best de* 
fence. The Recusants, dreading the intolerance of 
the Puritans, contemplated a struggle which could 
not be far distant. From the very beginning of the 
year 1641, it must have been evidoit to an accurate 
observer, tha& some commotion was near at hand ; 
but the Lords-justices were blind to approach- 
ing danger. They thought that the Irish, having 
been so long used to tyranny and oppression, would 
not make any defence for their religion and property, 
both of which were openly threatened by the govern- 
ment ; and they persevered in this state of £dlacipus 
security, until they had well nigh been made the 
victims of their foUy. 
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tjtaAPTEll XV. 
The War of 1641 in Uhier. 

"We are now about to enter on the history of a pe- 
riod whose strange vicissitudes, extraordinary chances, 
■and dreadM calamities, ure unequalled in the aniials 
of any age or nation. The great civil war of 1641 
presented the novel spectacle of four armies, animat- 
ed by mutual hatred, wasting the country in deisul- 
tory warfare, and exhausting themselves by insincere 
negotiations, until at lengdi that which Was infinite- 
ly the weakest triumphed, and consigned die rest to 
hopeless rUin. The native Iiish, the confederated 
or Catholics of the Pale, and the Royalists^ had com- 
mon interests and common enemies, yet diey could 
never be induced to form a sincere union ; and the 
Parliamentarians, dmost without an efibrt^ conquer- 
ed all three, though inferior in strength and numbers 
to each separately. Tlie three defeated parties threw 
the blame of their ruin on each other ; the victors 
libelled all ; and thus every narrative of these trans- 
actions is full of the grossest misrepresentations to 
such an extent, that, in many instances, the truth 
cannot b^ discovered with any certainty. In such 
circumstances, the historian has a right to daim the 
indulgence of his readers, if^ in some instances, his 



S60 in$T0RT OV TUX 

account be found to contradict andent pr^udicesy 
and to differ very materially from statements so often 
repeated, that they have afanost received the autho- 
li^ of axioms. 

There has been no little confusion introduced 
into former histories of this eventful period, by the 
authors having neglected to distinguish between the 
causes and the occasions of the .war. Most writers 
have argued, that there -could have been little cause 
of complaint against the govemment» when the tran- 
quillity of the country had reminned undisturbed for 
nearly half a century ; forgetting that every insunec- 
•ibn whidi tyranny has .provoked, broke cHit ^oa^ 
when circunntaiioe»aeemed fiurouwUeto >tlie hopes 
'Cf lednss. The materials of>a oo&fliignitieii'inay be 
fer years accumulating^ but the presence of a tptdi 
'isoieeessaiy to the burstiog '^rth of the flame* 

The plantation (in Ulster, and the menaee tof si- 

niilar spoliation in Connanjght, completely and justly 

alknated the minds of the >native Irish from the :ge- 

vemment. They beheved that a 'deteiminalion had 

'heea taken to str^ them of all their .proper^, by a 

*misture of violeneeand chicanery,; t^ Uie conduct 

of the King and his ministers proved that they waie 

^not mistaken. In fiwt, the loyalists and the Padia- 

•mentarians in England, t distinctly avowed 'their fixed 

iSBolution to coloniae Ireland with good aubjecta; 

and oj^osed as they were in every thing eke, 'Chaides 

and the Commons ihowed wondrous unanimity in de 

-vising plans for freidi confiscations. The virulent 

dedoRitions of the foghsh parliament against Po-. 

.|iery were Justly alarming to the Irish Catholics; and 

ihe shauneral execution, or rather judicial juurdafy of 

•evend priests in London, -for theofiencoiof sayiag 

3nas8,.ahowed that the persecution threatened b^the 



CIVIL 'WAM OF IBMhAJSfD. 2^ 

•would rnot loiig«l» oiMifiaed to peonmary 

_ and disqiuil^ca^kuu 'The sin of ftokwl* 

atg-Sopoy tniftft fiwoinite^hme^th^e Iruihiditf- 

gf ai the estaibliahed and Seotftiah churah, iSimflar 

dbannciatioiis had hem aiade -evan rin the Irlah P«f- 

limiwwrt, and ware ^oiily somiBeased when the aid of 

tbe ReeuBaats was leqidiea .to eomplete thesabk d£ 

Stnflbid. The chanater of Banonswas a thnsd 

canDMB'of the lancoioiiB hoadlily to goveromentwhiiik 

^ffas :geB0id9y iHrevaient among the Iiiflh* The i^ 

p oiB l a M ea t of auoh « man to the offiae of Loid Jna** 

^treoy was ^trto he a direct aanction of the pnnciplea 

<m wfaidifae aoted* Thertragady of the CByzneswas 

too enormous and too leeent to be foigotten. Theie 

■was cveryTeaaon to expect that-flpo]iation> andnxA 

'prolectiimy woold be ue chief ijijeat of an adrai»- 

nistrationy at ikie bead of which 'was awaoiked mbA 

•unmncipled adventmnr. 

The ancoeaifid lesistanee of the^Scotd, ^wastthe 
occanon of whiidi the Iiiah birds d^imined to ami 
'^emselvea. The «attempt of the King toinqpoae 
'bis .lebgion «nd an arbitnny govenunent lon Jiia 
:c o i Mrtrym en, had been aignaUy defeated. The (m^ 
b^Uion, if so it^nrast be tenned^ of the.Scotohy had 
tbeen^ewsrded by the establishment of the seliaion 
:of 'their choice^ <the secmity of (constitutional ma* 
•doaooy imd the general nipEobation of the Engiyi 
people. The mane of mataxieetion easily ^ireada 
mnn. one country (to another. We hare onmelves 
witnessed countless eoumples of the contagion of »- 
volution. It is no wonder than that the Itishy who 
Imd'SuffiMed under severer wroDg8,>and had fer great- 
er grierances -to ladnas, shodu hare resolwl ia 
'«ttiutate the suooeadSil levolt of .their brethnn 
Scodand. 
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The cbief heads of the Irish conspiracy were de* 
scended from those ancient fiimilies that had "been 
robbed of their hereditary estates in former reigtis. 
O'Neill, the son of the deceased Earl of Tyrone^ 
who held an important command in the service of 
Spain, and Roger Moore, a descendant of the old 
Lords of Leix, appear to have been, if not the con- 
trivers of the conspiracy, at least the principal agents 
in bringing it to matdrity. . Moore was the dariiog 
of hi^ countrymen. He united the generous cmd li- 
beral disposition of the aiicient chieftain, to the high 
«nd lofty f>iinciples of chivalry, which had not yet 
been totally extinguished in southern Europel Ar- 
dent, enthusiastic, and daring, he resembled a boo 
of romance, rather than ihe leader of an insurrec- 
-tion ; but these shining qualities were at that crisis 
less valuable than political wisdom ; and of this 
Moore possessed a very small share. The multi- 
tude were so taken with the brilliant accomplish- 
ments of their fiivourite, that it was a common ex- 
pressibn amongst them, ^' God and our Lady be our 
ndpy and Roger Moore, " The plan of revolt was 
'isabctioned by Cardinal Richelieu, and by several 
Catholic potentates, principally through die influ*- 
ence of youi^ O'Neill; and die death of that 'able 
yoong man by assassination, was the principal cause 
of the irregularity which soon appeared in the coun- 
cils of the other conspirators. 

In &ct, the whole of the plan was made known 
to t^e Lords Justices from a very early period. Th^ 
were warned from England, that numbers of Irish 
officers had quitted the Continental armies to retuiti 
home ; that ecclesiastical emissaries were flocking to 
•Ireland; and, iat the same time, information was 
lurought, that suspicious assemblages were frequently 
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ih^ld "ktthe houses of the CsthoHc lords. Bat P^- 

sons looked forward to a rebellion as his harvest. 

He had already gained a large fortune by trading in 

confiscations ; and he trusted that a new insurrection 

i^ouM place at his disposal more estates than even 

StraflPord had ventured to contemplate. In fiict, as 

Sir WiUiam Petty judicioufiiy observes, there was 

now a great game to be played for the estates of the 

Irifih proprietors. He adds — *' But Upon so great 

odds the English won, and have, among and besides 

other pretences, a gamester's right at least to their 

estates ; but as for <£fe bloodshed in the contest, God 

alone knows who did occasion it." 

Qn the 22d of October 1641, at a late hour iii 

the everting, P^u'sons received information from a 

gentleman named Owen ConoUy, that a conspiracy 

had been formed for seizing the Castle of Dublin; 

and all the strong places m the kingdom,>on die next 

day. He said, that he had been invited to join in 

the plot by MacMahon, a grandson of the great Earl 

of Tyrone ; and that he had, with difficulty, made 

his escape from that gentleman's house, to convey 

the information to government. Parsons paid very 

little attention to the detail. He desired Conolly to 

return to MacMahon, and endeavour to learn fur« 

ther particulars. Borlase, on hearing the account^ 

was more alarmed than his coUei^e. He immedi* 

ately directed the coimcil to be summoned, and im 

stant search to be made for Conolly, who was found 

wandering in the streets. The delay and indecision 

of the justices gave the principal leaders time to &- 

scape ; but MacMahon and Lord MacGuire were 

taken, and, being examined before the Privy Coun* 

dl^ fully confirmed all Conolly's statements. ' 

The war commenced in the north. The peasant* 
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jythat had ^hmafmicaidlyiMwttAaai thtir haak^ 
jofked down <from tfaoir mountniSy «iid?iw^ wmr 
ihe ^English pknlidons. Theie'was litde or mo i»- 
Mfltame foadfi. Tke artomdhfld JtattleBs tfled -ewsif 
adiere .kefose-jkhe oiiginal {nQpnitaBs ; josd ilhe latth 
Joading to Ddblin flmw^filWjMUifBaisefableiaFi^^ 
dnven^m'iheiknds tpriibhtdiepind so laaag cidti* 
Mted. jAx^Bimt, die IiMi«wen oontented^wrthnfnBiB* 
ly -eKpelling the iiitnidaDB;; httt a aasi} maim aiddi 
flniel^ ;lo vioiBiifie, 'ond, on .aeiemL insbuuesy iis 
Engluh liaie injured, and^dnwinmurdflKd. fiir^j^ui- 
lim OfMeill, ^o haadadidie insimecliaiitm liHstBE^ 
was a man of mean c^mci^ umR^eovad % ednca^ 
tioB. He 'CQxdd not «fvan, if he was inolmedy re- 
atreinithedNBOcans ofridsibllowsn; but laerBeems 
not 'to hme made bsuMoL The EngHidi and 'fieolaii 
aettkis retoited.iheae outrngBS ; /ond, wAmavca ihof 
had an oppmtnmty, anaaaaeved the Ini^ witbDnt 
meKcy, or^ diaftincfcion fof sbk or lage. Thase'CruelftieB^ 
h6fveier» haverbeon aoandalQualy ocaggeraftedby the 
mters '.on ihath laides. Aftor a ^veiy ' eazefid exand* 
nation of all ithe atatem a nt s , the pnacnt rnntet ho- 
lievesy rthat ^he :numher ixf -persons killed by ihe in- 
aui^sntS/WBs has tthan five rdionsBBdr; and'diat abont 
an^eqiifilinunibBr'wnMicalainifay their jopponente. Hie 
graatanajorilyxxf ithfi Irish 'gentry invaiaabfy made 
every 'exertion to ^laatrain the Jnrocily of thenr &I* 
knrers;; but'the-flfficers of ihe fgoven n nent, ix>th fao^ 
preaeptand :eaKaniple, recamnwnded cmei^ and ex« 
leiuiiUBt]on« 

In the eonnty of 'Cxma, Jittle or *<no .Uood was 
flhed. This -was paxily mowing .to the eznrtioBS of 
BluHp O'fieiHy, the head of hs ilhistnous fiunihr j 
and partlyitoCTeirei^iect^which the Iriflh :liad fi»r tm 
of'BedalV'hiahopiifiKifanflve. BedeUma 
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on^ e£tfarif8ry foMr pidbtiwof^die ffBtabMietdmecit 

^mtux xogndBcbtiie peopie av the? pnncipai obnctv of 

Iw diuge. H» ww: dfl^^ impRsacd with dw 

iiBCTBWty of wiflnihg liie:aobataoii9 of }a» flodc, aad 

anaoouB'to' radaBBi; di9 aBtalrfiithBiBnt fix)BL tha opu 

pEobrium of bein^ k obaDcb nilbout a cai^gvegatiinu: 

Por this purpose, he procund aUsofllidon'of dw 

Bibk into Inahy. and. flnreoikiiadeopNval^^ ex* 

pense* TheipostoliBdc simpliali^^ of Ids ofaanntar^ 

hi» affeadmiatBr manDBia^ asd big.pa: nai^ attialnd 

to; him tte huurt» of the lower nmkfff andeicii'dni 

Ronush chigjr ngaided himr mA aatenii and adv 

mintioii- Hia housv hem tfae^j^ace of nfbgoi in a]| 

die.En^sh who had \mmtdmea hcaa hanLrin tfav 

n ddri b iwri iood^. and theie liiey~ kng oontttraed im«' 

gM fe atad^ piotectad' by the g&tmnk reapaot: Ut ft* 

tiie BidRm. He. was- sabaeqarady leaBowb ta tha 

qmitais oftha aonrp; but cantinuedtocba'tEaaledai 

s companion, ladMrthan apwapner. So/aonfmead 

WW das piouBnnBi ofteprtmof'tte laBhewae^ 

that he dtow np dia remonstnnoO'- which thav tms* 

mkted'to the Caade,. in j u a dfiaaiic na ai dieiv having 

taken np aims. Daring- hiailhiinBj hawaaattenS 

ed widi die gMtait care^ and hir dm nmnants 

were soodied by evefyatteBdon.iiifaidL aidint attacbb 

ment could dictate; Hatwwi intKied. with militety 

hnnoim bydie Inah. acMusUy who had no' beOsff 

way al showing nupaetr to his> xenains; and, whan 

thagnnre dbaad oitat Ub% all joined in dw8ini|dl 

piayar, ^ Rafoieacnl in naoe^ uttini» Aaaf^kmmt I '^ 

So fiurwaia tha ' Irish laodlrs &a» ataaing at aata^ 

Uishi]^ dia indapendanaa of dnir covntnr, diat Sir 

Phtlhn O'Neill aeinaifpiatendad diat ha was- in 

ami»for du> Kii^, and produced^ a feigad com* 

nusstonaa-hiaaii^oiityw TliaclniiaolwcS dwun^ 
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Inppy Charles is, unfoitum^telyy too notorious for ^ 
treachery and duplicity, to render it wholly incrediUe 
that he would hfae coimtenanced the insurgents. 
But, the dying dedanition of O'Neill exonerates 
him in this instance, since that chieftain might have 
saved his life, if he had consented to confirm this 
calumny against his sovereign. 
. The Lords-justices, in the meantime, took proper 
precautions to ensure their personal safety, and then 
directed their attention, not to the suppresion of the 
insurrection, but to thst discoiiery of the means by 
which they could prolong the struggle, and derive 
^vantages from its. continuance. Their great direct 
was, by some means, to bring in the Catholic Lords 
of the Pale, as participators ; loot their great estates 
had remained imtouched in former struggles, and 
were, from thdr vicinity to the capital, particularly 
desirable to the creatures of government. The- Lords- 
justices issued a psoelamation, declaring,, that the Irish 
papists had formed ai dangerous conspiracy against 
the state. The Lorda of 2ie Pale were jusdy • alann-« 
ed at thi^ sweeping generality of the phrase *^ Irish 
iPapists ; " they remonstrated, and the Justices were 
ob&ged to publish a second proclamation, exonerat- 
ing the Cadkolic Lords of English descent At the 
same time, they transmitted to the King, who was 
then in Scotland, and to the English parliament^ an 
Account of the dangerous insurrection which had ta- 
ken place. It ia remarkable, that neither in their 
|)'roclamations, nor in the despatches sent over to the 
King and parliament, do the< Lords- Justices say one 
word about the horrible massacres which subsequent 
^thors have detailed;: a. clear proof that nonei.such 
had taken place. Yet^ the Earl of Leicester, in his. 
•address to the British House of Commons, unhesi'^ 
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tatingly asserted, that the object of the Irish, was 
bW general massacre of the Protestants I The his* 
toriaiiy Warner, deems this miwarrahtable assertion- 
of the £arl quite unaccountable. But it was mani- 
&stly intiended to increajse the hatred of Popery, 
which .the parliament had aheady found to be a for- 
midable instnunent for extending their influence, and 
diminishing that of the King^ 

Charles at once saw the dangers to which he was 

exposed by the Irish insurrection, in causing which, 

his own perfidious conduct respecting the , Graced 

had so large a share. He felt convinced that the 

Irish were more " sinned against than sinning. *^ 

But the time when he could have done justice 

was passed ; avaric& and prejudice both stimulated 

the psgrliament of England and Scotland, to seize on 

Irish property, and destroy Irish popery. The King 

was forced to go with the current, and to issue a 

proclamation, denouncing the^ Irish insurgents as 

rebels. 

. The men of property in Ulster were anxious to 
avoid the hazards of war, and were also shocked at 
the cruelties which began to be committed by infu- 
riate leaders on both sides. They made offers to the 
government of accommodation, on terms remarkable 
for moderation and equity. The QTerralls of Long- 
ford, who had suffered severely at the time of the 
Ulster plantation, though their sept had be^i con- 
spicuous for loyalty, afbr having, without violence, 
seized thc' forts and castles in their county, sent a 
remonstrance to be presented to the King and his 
ministers by Lord Dillon^. Their petition begins 
with 'setting forth an oath of allegiance which they 
had taken, and which they profess themselves will- 
ing to seal with their blood. They complain of ^e 
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ftmeaAm of.thair al^iaii^ tbr>iiiaMiia^o£'didr 
paopeitp^ by tlui;dfl%. of tht 6cntt» aadr dwir faip 
s» tsBHked as aliens in thak natae land*. ISiefSFpfr 
tilaoiiifbr'a genanl amnnt^fbr. all oflfenflBB: exo^ 
mnder; for anoMaL of tint pmal l«w8|..«Dd fi»a 
gioexBl oharter. o£.6reef[giB ta all Laab aidjeatai. 
. Theet^wtm muBjp bodb.iii» EnglamI aiMl.hdmd» 
anxious to restore tranquillity om thaatt condkiomf 
an! the Kii^'a> iamada. oapeoially^ fernapniHg? the 
ttnogH^ impaDdiag bdna w bhima n d bis parSanentt 
mva^eagec to tonmiiate tooaKftiQna wbseh imesntf 
my thnaXmBok bis nun. The Bs^liah padimeDtt 
had. a^ onoe i]BdeKte]&ro.'thaeii]aBi^e]iMoi of .the Imh 
vac; ftndi- with, a complete^ diangard o£ tha^ lojnl 
pBHmgrtm, had b^gim to levy aaamiyy jBiidb.toi pm^ 
vide BstHMliQO* of war» Thftleadera of tiutpofniht 
^ptatfi is the loiq^pwligweiit weoe dift gnat foundan 
gf liberty -in/ £ucope» Their, namea Will be hflDQi» 
ad by.iCBiote.pofltant3^ for their noUe maatameito 
arbitrary government. It is, therefore, with foaJB^ 
o£ deepk regret^ we bd ourBelves eompefled to noora 
the ik^hciiy with iddch th^ acted vmon: duasumo* 
rdbk oocamLi. While they^ afiected. tha msmt ar* 
deot z«d.fbr.thB.caaa&of Jthe IriakPrntaatsBl^ .and 
aanithanfctbftoiast. magDofifiCBfe. pvoauaesof aaaiat^ 
aQC% they kept the soppliea wfaialL Aey had ocdkcW 
^ and ^ anay which thay bad;nanrTnbkd».4» aaaa* 
aw«:thm80Stteig»iiL £ngi«iid.. bcwsaa. tkao^aod 
^ODg' after^ die finhioB/tot lonfc:. upon the. Iriah widi 
oonfeanpt^ Bl wat.auppo8ad». thafr.a& Iciah. ianiiBao» 
labn oonld be suppreased: t^mf tima hp m^vamtom 
affivt^ yatSkf dieiefoD^ t&Ok EnsliBh p— ^^*Tnnrt 
paeaoiaed. spotdsp aBBrtion,.. the kadan pnatdNjHB 
wbed to aacQDa Bo^giaad fitat, andleava hdnuiJm 
aawM» rtoiijtiaaamfr aaa8on> . . ^ 
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The conduct of the Lords-justices fully )>]!OV6d 
ihe justice ' of the suspicioiis with which they were 
viewed by the Irish Lords* So fiur from exerting 
themselves to check t^e progress of revolt, they used 
all their influence to discourage the efforts of others. 
The Eui of Ormond and some other Lords ofiered 
to join the forces of government with their adhe- 
rentSy and, marching directly against the insurgents, 
crush their undisciplined forces; but these offers 
were peremptorily rejected. Their military opera- 
tions were confined to sending out Sir Charles Coote, 
a monster of cruelty, to lay waste the country ; and 
he, with little scrujMe, massacred indiscriminately the 
leyal imd the disafiected-^-a system which, as had 
probably been foreseen, rendei^d the roirit of revolt 
more general and more inveterate. The designs of 
Parsons were more signally displayed in another in* 
stance. Both the King and me British parlianieiit 
had directed that a proclamation should be issued, 
ofiering pardon to all who would return to their al<- 
legiance. After a long delay, the Lords-justices did 
indeed issue such a proclamation ; but clogged with 
so many exceptions, that it was wholly nugatory. 
It was limited to foujr counties, in two of whidi 
there had not been even the slightest symptom of 
revolt ; and, in the others, all were excepted who 
had shed blood in any action, who were imprisoned 
for spoil or robbery, or 'ojho posseisedJreehoUprO' 
perty. Finally, the time for receiving submissions 
was limited to ten days ; and it was declared, that 
the amnesty would be invalid, unless a complete re- 
stitution of property was effected within that period 
-^-a condition which manifestly could not be fol- 

faw. 

The hopes of the nation were now fixed on die 

VOL. I. R 
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iQMiliAg of j^liaioent, which bad been a^omnad to i 
Nov^Hm>er ; but Parsoi^ dreading that this aasm* 
Uy would be disposed .to offer terms of pacification, 
a^oumed the meoting to the 24th of Februazy. 
The true friends of the King and the country wem. 
opposed to this atismge proceeding ; but all argu- 
ments of justice and policy were disregarded, by their 
govancnrs* The aigum^nts of the lawyers, hcmever, 
produced a better ^ect. They averred, thai nch 
a prorogation would be tantamount to a disscdution ; 
aiid th^ opinioiis being su{^x>rted by the judges, 
IVirsons and Borlase were with difficulty ponniaded to 
aUow parliament to meet for <xie day. 

The session lasted two days» duxii^ which a pro- 
testation against those who had taken arms was pass- 
ed; but Aot without considerable opposition. A 
large minonty refused to stigmatize the insurgents as 
rebdSf prefeinng the milder and more appropriate 
phrase, duconienied gentlemen / but the influence 
of the gov«nment secured the insertion of the harsh- 
er epithet. - The justices, however, were uiiable X» 
prevent the appointment of a committee of both 
Houses, to confer with the leaders of the insiugents, 
and to lay, their oomplaints and grievances before the 
King and CoundL Alarmed at this appearance of 
concession^ the Ju^oes, in i^te of every remon- 
strance, {prorogued the parliament. 

The King's friends and the moderate party did 
not yet despair ; they made two efforts to avert the 
horrors of a general war, and in both were unfortu- 
nately unsuccessful. The de|)utation sent to the 
leaders of the insurg^ts was received with every de- 
monstration of respect ; but when they produced the 
order of the two Houses, in which these gentlemen 
wave stigmatised as traitors, Roger Moore seized the 
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insiiltihgaocufoent, and, te&ring it in pieeed, h&aglitily 
dedihed any ftirth^ conference. IiS the mean time, 
a great iiumbef of- members' of* th* Irish parMnitot^ 
met pitvat^yin Dul]&, and 'd&^ufed two df fheir' 
number. Lord Df^oh ahd Lord iWi^, to go over 
to England and repi^sent to the Kilig^ the r^ con-' 
dition of the country, &te conduct df the Loiids-jus-' 
tices, and the benencial eonsequences that would re-' 
suit from transferring' their pchi*er to the Earl xrf 
Ormbnd, or any othcS* neUen^ t>f approved IdyUtt^ 
and integrity. This salUfiity meirisure wiis' also de<^ 
feated by dhe dohtriVarice of Prffsdns.' 'He sent rf 
private niessage to the lieaders of ^e EngMi Hfaiiis^ 
of Comth'ons, desiring tliat no attention should 'bd 
paid to the representations of Lord Dillon, declar- 
ing that his schemes would prevent the perfect esta-^ 
blishmtint of En^iih ascendency in Ireland. ThisT 
was decisive' ; Lord^ Dillon and. Taafe, having been* 
delayed by a storm which drove them on the coast 
of Scotland, 'did not arrive until measui^s hid been 
taken to destroy all chance of their sticcfess. They 
were arretted near London by ordfer'of the Hous^ 
of Commons, and detained in prison, from whence? 
they were not liberated until all negotiation was 
fruitless. 

RrOm October until the middle of December, th^ 
insurrection had been con'fined to Ulster, a smaH 
part of Lcinster, and one county in Connaught. 
The Catholic Lords of the Pide, preserving their 
ancient jealousy of the native Irish, persevered in 
their allegiance, and offered their assistance to go- 
vernment. Some had even distinguished themselves 
against the northerns in the field, especially Siif 
Robert Talbot, whose castle was destroyed in re- 
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Tenge by the inAirgents. The Lords-juslides^ " daaiJ i 
XDg the aid of these Catholic Lords necessai^ to tlttif 
own security, had, in the first instance^ •■sa]p^>liB4 
them with arms to defend themsdhres agahut the 
]u»tfaem Irish; but being now encouraged liy pm» 
Hpises of large armaments from England,: my i» 
called the arms which they had granted, and issaed 
8 prodamation, ordering those who had fled to Dyb^ 
Ixn for protection to quit the city within twenty^bor 
hours, under pain of death. Exposed thus to the 
Tengeance of tiie insurgents on one hand, and to the 
persecution of the government on the other, theae 
devoted men long struggled to preserve their loya%; 
but at length they received certain intdligenoe, diiit 
the English parliament and Irish government had 
determined on their ruin, and that their only ho|9e 
of safety was in arms. In feet, on the 8th of De^ 
oember 1641, it was resolved, on solemn debate hj 
both Houses of Parliament in England, *^ that they 
Would not consent to the toleration of Popery in 
Ireland, or any of his Majesty's dominions ; " — a le^ 
solution whidi was virtually a declaration of a wv 
of extermination against seven-eighths of the landed 

I proprietors in Irelimd, and almost the entire of the 
, ower orders. Under these circumstances. Lord 
Gormanstown and several others proposed a con- 
ference with Moore ; and the war which had been 
hitherto confined to the northern province, beeame 
general through the entire country. 

Before entering on the history of the new .war, it 
may be permitted us to take a brief retrospect, esps- 
daUy as the incidents of die two months whkh we * 
have been contemplating, have been so often and so 
foully misrepresented. The Irish massacre in 4641 



CIVIL WARS OF IRBLAND. ^79 

hasi^ep a phrase so often repeated even m books of 
edoeation^ that one can scarcely conceal his sur* 
pci8e»' when he learns that the tde is as apocryphal 
as tb^ tfildest fiction of romance. No mention is 
madev of these extensive murders in any of the pro« 
danuiUons issued by the Lords-justice% even so late 
as die Sdd of December ; and truly, the character of 
JPai^OQS does not induce us to believe diat he would 
bave^ suppressed any thing likely to make his adver* 
aaiies odious* The protestation of the Irish par* 
liamenfr is equally silent on the subject ; nor does 
mxf 8tait0' paper of the local government afford the 
;iEiightest ground for the charge. Stories of mas^ 
Aaere and horrid cruelty were indeed studiously cir^ 
^ralatad- in England, because it was the interest of 
the patriot party in parliament to propagate sudi 
delusions. They increased the popular hatred of Po^ 
pery^ and rendered the King's suspected attachment 
vto that rdigion more generally odious ; and they af«- 
fcHsded a pretence for assembling an army, on whose 
offiem 2uid soldiers the parliament could rely. When, 
at a later period, it became necessary to excuse the 
ittoiMtrous iniquity of the act of settlement, advan- 
'tagtf was taken of the general belief in this un- 
founded calumny, to justify an' instance of royiil 
ingratitude and shameless injustice not to be pand- 
tUed even in die dark annals of the Stuarts. 

T3ie fiocounts published by the Catholics on the 
Continent are full of misrepresentations almost equalfy 
glaaag* If one side avers that there was a conspi- 
>i«r]|t for the universal slaughter of the Protestants, 
the others, with similar fidsehood, accuse the profes- 
'toisof the reformed religion, of designing die ex- 
ilifloiaitk^Q.of the Papists. If one exaggerates the 
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mwAvcB and arueltisftpopelrated by 0*Nffll mAMb 
savage moby the other adds to die eyceas^ conifln^ 
fed by the Scptch in the ^land of Mi^ee». apd hj 
Coote M Swtry foid Cloptmfy in the wme f^^poK- 
tion. Thwe weie doi|b|le98 . ipuiay diagmotAA ^itaO' 
cities on both aides ; but aire tfiey not inseparable hem 
cdvii war ? These crimes wf ve Qwing to the vid^« 
fiess of particular metin We wish oridm lo palliate 
nor disguise theip.; hint tfi^.were disapproved of by 
the leaders w b^lh .aidfie^ voi it is bu^ fair lo adUy 
that all atrocities w w i^ only diacouBsgedy iMt po* 
wished by ^ Ca^oUc nobill^ and '<gwifcrjr« It is 
equally vncked and foolish |o iqakeithm sad 4Tf<&aU 
the a^l^ect pf cha^ a^^wat MQta>aiid parties al the 
pirepei^t day* "Ibis wis a wsr for prc^ity* nUhei 
ihan religion. Tb^ jooitfiein Irish wished lo reco* 
Yer their estati^; l^mfagw mi his supporters desired 
to epofib themielves by new eonfiscatioiis. Both 
eniloyifd (h^ sffsred name of the Deity to cover their 
1^ dea^^ ; but a^uredly leligionis principle of any 
kind had.little ipfl^^c^ pn ^ber. The pvoiSBl ge- 
nerate is not iwiawainable iac the qdmea and £>lheB 
of those which have prfceded* The eirons of ow an- 
cestors fir^ recor4ed Sffl ouy instmotioDy ihal they 
ahoi^d be 4kvoi4f4 mi not iuitated* But though re- 
ligious animosity wi# aeit the fiiati nor «ven the pqn* 
cipal cau^e of the ()ahputi«9 during this diai^ttoui 
poriody it n^alerif^y s^iengtbNl^ and oenliDUBd the 
evil. The h#tir#d qS Popevy qu the one handy aad 
of heresy on the dheri led men^ even of the pwcsl 
pu^dfl» to ^jfime and palliate mm»9f torn the cob* 
t empl^i oB of which thev would, under othwetraw* ' 
stanqeS} h«ve shrunk mfh hoiior. It weuld be a de- 
si^bl^ coBStt«i»iyiA^» if tbe view of the efffls atls^ 
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-ant on discord would lead to the more zealous cul- 
tivation of Christian charity, not only the most su- 
biime of virtues, but that which contributes most to 
the paace, the harmony, and consequently the hap- 
piness and prosperity, of a nation. 
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Thb Calholic Lords of the Pale, driTeii to nftck ^ 
compulsion which could sot be resisted, prooeeded 
widi the deliberate caution of men wdl wmsit of dM 
danger they were about to encoonter, and of tii0 h»* 
xardous game thej had to play. They hM Aotoh 
&renoe with Roger Moore and other Irish leaders irf 
the hill of Crofty, and demanded of the chieftam kn 
what purpose he had taken arms ? Mooro replied 
^' To maintain the royal prerogative, and make the 
subjects of Ireland as free as those of Engkond. " 
Lord Gormanstown, on the part of his asBodaiey 
asked if Moore had any further design ? He soleiii»* 
ly answered in the negative. The Lords of the F^e 
then promised to assist him with all their might, and, 
having agreed on a second meeting at the hm c^Ta- 
rahy separated to raise their respective friends. The 
Lords-justices, not having yet received the expected 
supplies from England, were alarmed at the success 
of their own machinations. They sent lettefs to the 
Lords of the Pale, requiring them to come up wi&- 
all speed to Dublin, assuring them that they wem 
wanting to confer on the state of the nation, and, ■(' 
was added, vdth a manifest consciousness of ben^ 
suspected Jor no other end. Even if these loBis> 
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iQOold npose any confidence in the sincerity of Puv 
«ms and his colleague, they had now gone too finr 
to retreat. They excused themselves, hy referring to 
die amguinary n)eeches of Coote at ihe council-board 
tmd to his indiscriminate massacres in his sevend 
excurdioiui^ declaring that they would not peril their 
lives by oonung within the sphere of his innuenoe. 

They next prepared an addresff^to the King, drawn 
im in a moderate and submissive tone. They com- 
plained of the injurious treatment which they had 
leoeived from the Lords-Justices, whom they justly 
d^neatiiiated enemies to the King as well as them* 
SQlves* They dedared their intention to support the 
foyal prerogative as well as their owp rights, and 
d|eir readiness to confer with such commissioners as 
the government should appoint, on the means for 
the advancement of his Majesty's service and the 
iflStofati<Hi of tranquillity to the kingdom, in any 
place where they could be protected from the malice 
ni their deadly enemies. A manifesto, worded in 
the aanie ^irit of loyalty and moderation, was exten- 
^vdy durculated through the kingdom. Finally, they 
wvote a letter to the Queen, soliciting her interfere 
eaee with his Majesty, and despatched it, togedier 
with a copy of their address by Sir John Reid, who 
held a situation in the royal household. 
. The prochunation of the confederates produced a 
povreiful effect. The Lords of the Pale, who had 
not joined in the conference at Tarah, were> induced 
now to join the alliance. Every county in Leinster 
iVBS soon at the di^iosal of the insurgents ; and the 
anAority of the Lords-justices was confined to the 
city of Dublin and the town of Drogheda, which 
littev. was .closely besieged. In Connaught, the 
QQEDity^ Galway was preserved in its fidsli^i by 
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jbe exeidoBs and kiflu^^oe of Lord Cknrwudf^ a 
•Carbolic BoblenMui remttkiilde for hk ^votod ngtd 
^ivalrous loyilty. In Mitaifllery the Iridiio»d«n 
found n powerful wfafMJiiB^ Sir WmiMiiii S4 litgov 
fiM . presideip^ of ib«| fVKmieey whoeei ^tiieUbs »- 
'Valled, if they did ^ot exceed^ .those id CcMti^. fiflP' 
ing h«ard qf a robbery ccnnmitted on the lands .«f 
his brQther-m»lav» in the ?<x>imty of Tippeniijr^ St 
I^e^ Biardie.d ictto the qountrj^ put to deatbjteve- 
^.iimooeot iimdi^^iaky bunaed their bouNi^ Mid 
^epmaged bis floldieis m the ooiHiwasiott cf iadit* 
f^ip^ putr^. Xh^ gonfciy «f ^ eount^ je* 
XQOBfitrated i^wet these encetaes ; but he (Wwoiiimi 
fimn with stubbed iA9ult»'aad«irent1ii!eal» of noIttMft 
,Xbeze haYe not h^m vmfing advoeatet who atttoBfl 
4o paUiatiB the criicwM &ury of St La^er^ Ao^ 
^ey ai;? reduced to plead an essam ahaoihitdljr: ridl* 
€uloiM» They ^y that^he merely letafiatod tib» oi^ 
^esof tboiBsuigeBtainUfetflirl They mi^ljiKft 
fi$ well sme^ that the fteopfe of Wailfia eboidd kait 
b<pep eut^^cted to militacy oKeeutioRi lev SMfaeUiaB 
i^ ltbis^]u>ith oCScotbmd. 

. ^ The i¥)bility of Mun^ter^ ^humed at Ihe praoBed* 
jjBgfB ^ the ftmimi, addled to the Lerd»*jiiatifln 
i^ P.uMm ^ penniseion to take pBQf)er measuics 
for securing the pvddie tranquiHity. Lord MuakcBy 
o4^ered to raise a thQUvand men in aupfKNt of the 
gwemv^n^ at hw own. e»eBSQ» and to mo rt y y 
}m i9EM9 m orier to av^y Amn with amik A 
siffular tender of serviee was «nade by Lord MoaHl< 
gairet; but bothseoeivedapeHnnptoiyteluBaL Th^ 
waited ftwtfl the middki of I>eoeod»r hefece tfaey 
90idd bring itheiOseKes. to take any decided course; 
%ut baviog then efieiy unbboh Io bdkve .Amt ami 
We ^eoMaiy for their fMampatkwy ilMydateranb 
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fiA*^ joiD t)ie C9»fedeiitoi« The firH pmeedn^ 
of tl|6 Mtmster Lords w«9e duiiwBterifled by gient 
jHTOnqptitude and fixliearwMie. Rictkncd Butler cxf 
Kilwah seised Clonmely CmdE, and Dimganao* 
viliioiil meeting any leantenw; Mastin Hachoty 
ihe a&fist^ga of the towB> ateitt«d Butler of AnL* 
mayle into Fethaid; and Caahal waa taken by 
01>wyer of Dundnim. . The. entire of the county 
^ Kilkenny waa eaaily aecmed by Lord Moimt^iarrety 
aod the western part of the'C<mnty^ Cork as quiet* 
ly maateied by L<»d Roche. .The Eaii t>f Tho- 
BKnd 1IVMI a-ravse to the eauas of the conjfederatea ; 
hfA hk fottoieers and velatiiies aet haa authority at 
MmMi^ and added the county of Glare to the.p»- 
tiaillie awQcisilien* In all tbeae .iranaaotions, the 
Im^ WEid pKipeHies of the Eoglirfi Pkoteatants ware 
tairfully proleoted by theCatbolic nobilitKr. The 
only plaee n^er e any wuidefa ware coannutted waa 
Caahel; in that town» twelve or durteen peKsons 
were Idled by the rabudons of those vdiom St Legec 
had jisoeatly .dai^^mtared. The exertiona o£ the 
CathoiiiQ eleigy * saved the leat ; and by their infli»« 
enoe, the English weie .ae«k under an escort to Cork. 
Jjoti Dnnhoyne ««nit the prisoners taken at Fetfaard 
to YwfjaM, Six &• Efward and Lord Mu^eny 
ffav9 m a^WB in Iheir houses jto all the distressed 
tSn^iBh yibo sought their ? protection; and Loud 
lAwBtgairet shot jftichaid Gantmcll^ a man of great 
\nfluciM99 heiiQg the brother ef the a^anor of Holyt 

. * The nfvaM-of ^ perwnu who thiw gfUHKNisl^ iatotevd* 

. ^9^e Jaaies Saul, a Jtisvilk m^ Jo^fijfk Evj^^ v4 EedmondB 

English Franciscan friars. Their meritprious i^jterpositioqi 

Was prored at an assizes heU in donmel, ▲. d. 1652, and 

iMa TtmuM bjr thdr iMemng proteelioiia from tite GriMa- 



0060} fer diiing to plunder some of^inrprisodAiK 
All Muiuter would have been reduced mtii 4he 
gieatost fiidli^y but for the imieasonaUe findB lei 
Lord Roche, wha insisted on being tsppmaked^ecnai* 
saander-in-chief in his own county, and revised •ch^ 
dience to Lord Mountgarret,' whom die Mvmster 
confildenKtes had araointed as their leader. • - 

■The Lcndsojustices, having received '^om^ ^vetn** 
foroements from England, w«re now -encounc^jed'tdf 
pursiie openly the sdheme of confiscation wkidi-tkef 
had long meditated. ^Finding the number of fA* 
soners brought in by the leaders 'of their wBBsnximuf 
puties aTLumbrLoe, they kmed . cmnmilZI: 
KMT trying them by martial law, under the preteifOi^ 
that they could not find freeholders to fr»m pxriee; 
ISien possessbg estates were kept few a more wgoht 
tsial, m- order to preserve the KingV escheats upotf 
attainders ; and so diligent were the retainers of go* 
vemment in hunting for forfeitures, that, in two dtnysy 
bills of indictment for high treason were foimd against 
-gll the Catholic nobility and gentry in the countteff 
^ Meath, Wicklow, and Dubhn, and three hundn# 
gentlemen of fortune in the county of Kildate. To» 
implicate the King in die all^d guilt of the hish' 
ie!M>lt, was a frivourite x)bject with the* leaders of d» 
English pariiament; and their creature Parsons dili^ 
gendy exerted himself to discover some plMuible 
pretence for the imputation. Hugh MacMahoii) 
who had been seized on* the information of OmdOify 
Sir John Reid, who had voluntarily come to>dM> 
quarters of the Earl of Ormond, as beai«f :of dltf 
address of the confederates to the King, and Patii)^ 
Bamewall, an old and respectable gendemaAi wIm^ 
hid attended the meeting on the hill of Cn^%v^&ut 
hud taken no pwt in di^ insuixecdon, weieegtttjir<ld 
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tmilie ixcrttci&ting toiturfes of the nek ; but oothuog* 
bd^iiant was elieited. Of this useless cruelty th^. 
Justices seem to have been ashamed, aiiice diey pei^t 
mitted Bamewall afterwards to reside peaceably ia, 
I>abliby and protected his estates fibm the g^oend. 
bin9C>dcof the soldiery. . 

The modern which these precious governors dioe6« 

ta-^oeaiduot toe war, may be best learned from their 

iastnietbns to the Earl of Ormonde the Com* 

^EMader4n<tGhief of the. royal army. He was dir^ct^ 

ed not only ^^ to kill and destroy rebels^ and their 

adherents and relievers ; " but also, ^' to bum, wa$le» 

consume and demolish, all the places, towns and 

houses, where they had been relieved and harbouredf 

19^ all the com and hay there ; and also to kill an^ 

destroy all the male inhabitants capable of beariiu^ 

azzDS I ** Nor were these sanguinary edicts disregard* 

ed» Dr Borlase, who wrote a histoiy of these trans* 

^cdons, professedly to vindicate the character of his 

neax. rebuive, the L(»d-justice, booHSf that Sir W« 

Cole's regiment killed two thousand five hundred 

lebels in several engagements, and adds, with horrid 

eomplaeency, ** there were starved and Jamkhedy 

qfihe 'Oulgar sort^ vohose goods foere seized on hf 

<&ig regimentf seven thousand f The massacres 

in Uhier, we have shown by the report of the padia^ 

mentary conunissioners, to have becm grossly exagger^ 

^Isd i but, at all events, they were the acts of a moby 

and were not only discouraged, but punished by th^ 

Iciah leaders. But what are we to say of this mandate^ 

deliberately issued by the chief govemors of acouo^ 

tfy>'and obeyed by those who h(xe. the- honouiaUe 

name of British officers? 

s- The confederates, after their first vigorous eflbrts* 
be^lQMaknned at the consequences pf their own; 
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sneoMS. Thejr ivere afraid of their nHaea^ the'ott 
Irish ; and' feared tiiat their inflnenee would be de^ 
gtroyed by the prep<»dcraiice whkh the native in« 
1«te«k would obtainj Orniond was anxious to avail * 
biiaaeif of this indeeiaiim, and obtained so many ad** 
vantages over the insuigentSy in several engag emc MtSy 
that &e war wt>idd ' hove- been speedily teimiaaied, 
had not the Lovd*justiee issoed the ^ost posiftive 
prohibition agdmst his improving die advantages' be 
nad aoquifed* The dasign of the confedontes ap' 
pears to hapae betn, sia^ tomainftaiji Mich a wariike 
altitiille as wotdd enanre them safe and eqsilabie. 
eondittons of peace. Tl^y hoped that the King 
would come over to mdertske the maDagemeBfc of 
iStie war in penoli ; aad they trusted that thiey ootdd 
then prove their inawsency of rebellious desigas. 

The uafortunate Charles was ^y sensible of the 
injury he sustained from the report of his secret par* < 
tiality to tlie Irish CadiolieB* He issued prodama^ 
tions, denouncing them as rebels and traitors ; he eveor 
expressed his anxiety to prow his sincerity by leadiiig 
an army sgatnst tham himse^ Bat the Kii^'er 
fals^dod and duphoty were too notorious fcr either 
party to credit his prodamatioBa or piiofessioBs. - The 
Lords of the Pale were perstaded of has seeiat at- 
tachment to their cause. The Bnglish Haiase.' of 
Comm()ns, with much better reason* suspected ^lak 
the expedi^on to Ireland was a mere pretext tor n* 
movkig to a ^aoe where- he would be free from the 
doimnation of parliament ; and sefrised their consent 
in ne very reqwctfrd terms. 

Gormaastown, the leader of the ceniBdeaiSes iir 
Leinster, seeing the last hope of a tran^pjul eetd»< 
"lent of the kingdom thus destroyed, died of a 
hroken heart. His fottowei^ and friend^ 



civx]> WARS 01^ irs&And. 5383- 

£bdisaelTes to Lord Mountg&tret's forces. Mount*^ 
gaeret kd his army into the county of Kildare, where' 
OnBond was employed in relieving the castles block-* 
aded. by the insurgents. A battle was fought at a- 
plaoa called Kilrush, in which the di^c^ne of the * 
rdyddsts enabled them to triumph over die superior ^ 
nwoabcciof their opponents. The confed^ates were- 
totaiiy'ddfettfeed ; but Ormo^d, being des(titute of am* ^ 
muiittien and provisions, coidid not follow up his 



£or some months the war linifered cm both sides. - 
The Gon&derates wore disunited; they were unpre-^ 
paved for war ; and they ha^ no leader possessing 
saiHtary talent. The royalist^ on the other hand, 
-w&ce in a wvetched condition : their soldiers were^ 
nftutinons for want of pay ; theif provisions were ex* 
liaustsd ; and the supplies they received itom Eng* - 
land were scanty in the extreme. Notwithstanding 
aU their affected zeal for the relief of their Protestant ' 
brethrai in Ireland, the English Commons' made no ^ 
exertions adequate ta the crisis. They sent over, 
indeed^ some few troops of fimatics, who vented 
their yeouttion for the miseries they endured, by in- ^ 
svlting the old amy as Irishmen and rebels. But, 
in another respect, th^ showed an attention* to Irish 
aifiurs not Very creditable to their character. They 
passed an act for the sale of two millions and a half' 
of aoFes bekmgingto those whom they were pleased 
to designate as rebels ; and they introduced several 
clauses^ by wiueh the King was prevented from en- ' 
tering into any terms of accommodatiott with his un- ' 
fortunate subjects. In tins detestable plan of re* - 
dnOBg a nation to despair, the I^ords-justices eager- 
ly codipuned. They severely censured the Earl of * 
Clanocaide,, for haiing entered into tensas-with the • 
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ooiifiaderate9 ia Galway ; and strictly conuoaadfld aP * 
their officers to grant no protections, and to hold no 
correspondence with Irish or Papists. These mea- 
mires were sanctioned by an Irish parliament, which 
sat for three days in Dublin. By expelling all who 
had joined the confederates, and excluding all that 
refi^d to take the oath of sopiemacy, the nnmiMr 
of members was so reduced, that the creatiues of 
government had a decided majority* The oolybnai* 
ness done in this brief session, was the enactment of 
new penal laws, the denouncing, of Popery in un- 
measured terms, and the preparation of an address 
to the English parliament for new and more sevens 
laws against recusants* Having thus performed its 
part in exasperating, the insurs^ents, and renderhig 
the restoration of tranquillity hopeless, the parlub* 
ment was prorogued. Like their masters in Eng* 
land, the Lords-justices totally neglected the was. 
St Leger, in Munster, was so mortified by the vexap 
tipns which he suffered for want of aid, that. he died 
of grief, and was succeeded by Lord Inchiquiiu The 
opnfederates were unable to avail themselves of the 
misconduct of the govenunent, and were so dispirit- 
ed by repeated reverses, and by the arrival of a laigB 
body of troops sent to the north by the Scottw 
parliament, that they almost resolved, to give up the 
contest, and; become voluntary exiles. 

The arrival of Owen O'Neill, who had acmiired 
a high character in Continental war&re, revivei the 
hopes of the Irish. He was a leader whose noUa 
mialities would have done honour to any causft;.askil« 
nil and circumspect soldier, and a prudent statesmaD^ 
Cool, cautious and caloulat^ngy he was celebrated bs 
his Fabian policy in protracting war. Mild, gene- 
rous and humane, he was resj^cted by his.eoeiBiesA 
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«6«t*fi^tdted by those whom he protected. Oii aJs- 

sthiilng' the coinmand, hie denounced^ in the strong- 

•^^IferttiSj the excesses which his kinsman Sir Phe- 

I^' had sanctioned) and declared, that if any cruel- 

"^st^ were^ again petpetrat6d, he would quit the couii- 

trjv * About the same time, the Earl of Leven ar- 

Hved^ith reit^rcements to the Scotch iii Ulster ; 

bto# though his army was sufficient to crush the raw 

\^f¥k^ of 0*NeiD, the Earl made no warlike efibrt. 

Having advanced a short distance into Tyrone, Le- 

v^ iddressed a letter to the Irish hero, expressing 

Ms' surprise that a man of his reputation would have 

^uitied his dignities abroad, to maintain so bad a 

causi^ as that cf the Irish. O'Neill replied, that h^ 

ijbtd'^ assign better reasoner fbr coming to the reli^ 

t^lr^ counti^, than his Lordship for marching into 

Ehjglahd against his King. Thus terminated the 

dmespdndence. Leven retired, after having received 

^flrieply, and soon after returned to Scotland, ais« 

aftifrbi^ JVibnroe, to whom he resigned the command, 

ilutt whenf O'Neill had Collected his forces, he ^ould' 

gilfe Wto a very sound drubbing. This strange tef-- 

jf^it^ion of an expedition from which so much hdd 

beem expected, greatly encouraged the northern Irish. 

They; hastened with alacrity to ranjge themselves 

mid^ the bann^ of O'Neill ; while Monroe, i^e- 

^lembering Leven's prophecy, confined hixhself to 

KiS^quluterB ; and his army, neglected by the parlia- 

sic^t, had to sthig^e against the miseries of naked-^ 

n68^ and fiimine. 

'^ Tbld con^erates how' detemiined to organi^i^ i^ 

dVif governiberit ;- and, in this necessary work, tU^ 

being already a colnstituted body, took the 

A jproviittAal syn6d was held at Armagh; 
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and, soon after, a general assembly from, all ^ pdb^.. 
vinces at Kilkenny. Their acts were numerous juxi 
solemn, and breathe a spirit of charity and moderatidn, 
powerfully contrasted with the sai^uinary and intoleiaiit 
declarations issued by the fimatics in Dublin* They 
began with sanctioning the war whidi had been UH'* 
dertaken *^ against sectaries and puritans for defence 
of the Catholic religion, the prerogative of the Kinsr* 
the honour and safety of the Queen and royal issue, 
the preservation of the rights and liberties of irish- 
men, and the lives and fortunes of the confederates,*' 
as just and necessary. They declare that no order 
of the Kmg, whom they very properly regarded as. 
an unwilling instrument in t^ hands of their ene- 
tidies, should be obeyed witil they were certified by. 
their own agents of his real intentions. They di* 
rected, that an oath of association should be taken 
by all the members of the confederacy, and that no 
distinction should be made between the old and new 
Irish. They denounce the heaviest censures of the 
diurch on those who remain neutral in the contest ; 
and prohibit, under pain of excommunication, itny in* 
jury to a Protestant who was not an adversary to ^leir 
cause. They direct that exact registers should be 
kept of all murders and cruelties committed by the 
Puritans in the several provinces, but prohibit rata- 
liation under the severest penalties. They ordain, 
that provincial assemblies, composed of the lai^ and 
dergy, should, be formed for local government, bat 
that the chief authority should be lodged with a na*. 
tional council, to which the others should, be sob* 
ordinate." There were some other r^ulationso^ 
minor importance, but the above artidescontaia th^ 
substance of the ordinances published by the CadM>« 
he dergy ; and we can discover in them no ttmx of 
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tfafinUgotiy and perseciiting spirit vulgarly attributed 
to that mwh oalomniated body. 

.'Die national assembly was soon after convened 
at' Kilkenny ; it consisted principally of the Anglo* 
Iiish nobilky, and was conducted with all the fonn 
and order of a regidar parliament. The proceed* 
ings iji this noble but unfortunate body will not suf- 
fer by comparison with those of any other conven- 
tion that has ever assembled under similar circum- 
stances. Having fint solemnly professed iheir un- 
shaken allegiance to the King, they renounce the 
authority of the Irish government administered in- 
Ihiblin^ '^ by a malignant party, to his Highness's 
great disservice, and in complumoe with their con- 
federates the mdi^ant pazty in England. " They 
declared, that they would maintain the rights and 
immunities of their national church (the Roman 
Gaelic), as established by the great charter. They 
pgo&aa to accept the common law of England, and 
the i^utes of Ireland, so &r as they were not con* 
trazy to the national religion or the national liber- 
tieflu They erected provincial councils for the ad- 
nuDiitrBtion, but allowed an appeal from their deci- 
sions to THE SUPRBMB COUNCIL OF THB CONFB- 

pmtATB CATHOLicfi OF Irbland. This body, 
which was to exercise all the functions of the exe- 
cutiTe government, was to consist of twenty-four 
peraona ehosen by the general assembly. Nine 
memb^ ^ould be present to transact any business; 
and a majority of two-thirds was required to give 
validity to any act. F(Hr the greater honour and 
seouiity of this impartaotbody, a guard was assign- 
ed^; consisting of nve hundred foot and two hundred 
horaB« The gen^als appointed for the conduct of 
the Ynmm&e Owen O'Nefll in Ulster; Freston^ who 



ioA lately come from IPVatioe witii aSrnsd- and attinitk 
nition furnished by Cardinal Richelieu,- for Leinster; 
tianret Barry for Mtmster ; and Colonel John Burke 
for Coinnaught. The latter bore only the title of 
Meutenaiit-generai ; for the confederaies' deigned Uie 
d^Mef command for the £arl of Chuiricarde ; but ^at 
nobleman refused to join the alliaaice. 

Though disappointed by Claiiricarde, the confe- 
detaites obtained a valuable assistant in Lord Caslie- 
haro^n, whom the Lords-justices had forced into their 
ttokks. This nobleman was a peer of England as 
well as Ireland. On the breaking out of the nor^ 
em insurrection, he hasted to tender his serriees^ to 
the government, but was mortified by a refusal* He 
then asked for a pas^rt to return to England, 
which was also demed ; and he was then prohibked 
from residnig in Dablin. Ca^ehaven retired #i>' his 
estates in Kilkenny, determined to interfere no more 
in politics, and affording a refoge to the distressed 
English, who were driven from tiieir settlements by 
the insmrgentd. He was employed by the Lords of 
the Pale as a mediator, to ti^ansmit llieir remonstrance 
td the Lordfi-justices, and received, in rqaly, a se- 
vere reprimand, for disffing to correspond with rebels. 
He again solicited permission to n^&m to* his Eng^ 
lifth estates, and again Aiev a* pek<tAiiptoiy refrisal. 
Afber liie battle of Kihrush, he preptEOed a Conner for 
tlie victorious Earl of Onnond, and feasted' hint and 
his principal officers. 'Re wfetdied creatures of 
government circulated a report, that lliis foasf was 
originally designed for Lord Momatganet and the 
confederates $ and iftoon idibr, on a report that one 
of his servants had stolen tf horse, he wa^ indicted 
for high trenson. CafiStlehavien, with the boldness 
of- eonseiidus^ inmoceacey hastened to DttUini and 



f 
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{^Q^seated liimfielf at the council-^board. Th^ Lord^- 
justices refused him a Jbearingi and committed him 
to priscm. His brodier^ Colonel Mervin Touchett, 
applied to the KJuogy who. was then at Yoik, thi^t 
th^ Earl should be tried by his peers. Charles re- 
ferred the matter to the parUament, and the parlia- 
ment refused to interfere without the King. After 
having been detained a prisoner for twenty wedcs^ 
Xi^astlehav^^ justly dreading the insidious practices 
of Parsons^ contrived tp mak« his e^scape. He fled 
to Kilkenny, and was received with open arms by 
the confederates, who, delighted by the accession of 
an English peer, appointed him to command the 
I^inster cavahy und^ Preston. 

The civil war had now broken out in England, 
.and the parliament s^ over agents to engage th^ 
Irish army on their side. These attempts were di- 
.rectly encouraged by Parsons, who adrajutted the 
parliamenfeiry emissaries into the privy council, with- 
out waiting for the royal sanction. Ormond, on the 
other hand, atrenuously laboured to keep the soldiers 
in tlieir. allegiance, and partially succeeded. A ,i^ 
monstrance, complaining of the manner in which the 
wax had been .conducted, was transmitted to Eng- 
land, notwithstanding all the resistance of Parsons ; 
and soo^ a&er^ the Justices were further mortified^ 
by b6ing forced to send over the address of the con- 
. federates. Conscious that the charges contained in 
this document . were true, and the re(mests reasoor 
able, they addressed themselves ^aftily to the avarice 
^of the King, and the prejudices of the people. Th£y 
.sent a letter with the document, st^tin^ that con^ 
,<;^sLons '^ would be inconsistent with the means of 
j;aising a considerable revejiue to the. crown, and.i^s- 
jtabliy^hij)g je^igipn and civiUty in Ixelin^." . 3ut 
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Charles was no longer under- llie neoessitj' of 
sembling with his parliament ; he issued a conunis- 
^ sion to the Earl of Ormond, Clanricarde and otiieis, 
empowering them to treat with the oonfederatea ; he 
removed Parsons from the government, and noni- 
•nated Sir H. Tichbume in his stead. 

The affairs of the confederates were now in a pio- 
•Bjpctoua condition. Owen O'Neill obtained a yk- 
tory over M<mroe in Ulster ; the Lords Castlefaaven 
and Muskeny defeated 8k Charles Vavasor at Kil- 
worth in Munster, and confined Indiiquin to his ^ 
garrisons. Connanght was totaUy at their disposal ; 
and, through the rashness of Prestcm, though diey had 
suffered a defeat near Ross, yet Ormond, having been 
prevented from inqtroving his victory by the treachery 
of the parliamentarian general Lord Lisle^ could not 
boast of any decisive advantage. Yet the violent 
party in the Irish privy council and the English 
House of Commons, whose neglect had reduced the 
Protestant forces to so low an ebb, exclaimed vio- 
lently against any negotiation with die insurgents. 
To remove every pretext from these infuriate bigots^ 
Okmond proposed that they should suggest any o- 
ther mode for the preservation of the kingdom ; and 
offered to contmue the war, if they woidd supply 
him with ten thousand pounds, one half in numej, 
and the rest in victuals. 

This negotiation proved the ruin of the confede- 
rates, and the destruction of the King. This was 
principally owing to the conduct of the Eari of Or- 
mondy'who was &r more bitterly opposed to the Ca- 
tholic Lords than to the English parliament. His 
hatred of Popery and his love of wealth were too 
powerful for his loyalty ; and in the hope of some &• 
vottiable ciffGumstances aiising, he aaftily ^tmcfed 
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:ibe kegotiatiom until his insincerity was manifest to 
aU^ awl his royal master mined. Unquestionably, in 
-tlw situation of affiurs at the time, the wisest plan 
would have been to assonble a new parliament, which 
would instantly have superseded the council at Kil^ 
kofiny, and to have united the royalists and confe- 
•damfeBB into one body. The liords of the Pale 
eagerly desired such a consummation ; they knew the 

-cwKret of their own weakness. Dissensions had al- 
ready iqvpeared in the su^me council. Some violent 

' ecclesiastics had insisted on die establishment of the 
RomaD Catholic religion in all its splendour, and 
^mouneed their more moderate brethren as traitora 
Mo the cause of rdigion. The jealousies between the 
new and old Irish, had manifested themselves on 
more than one occasion ; and the confederates at 

. once envied and dreaded the power and popularity 

' of O'Nei}!. Ormond knew all these circumstances ; 

. and hoping at once to crudi Popery, and reap some 

- share of the future harvest of confiscations, he basely 
-sacrificed, to these unworthy motives, the happiness 

' tff hia country, and the life of his sovereign. 

The cessation of arms was at lensth signed ; for 
Onaond steadily resisted any proposals for a finsd ar- 
rangement. The confederates, however, grateful.for 
such a respite, stipulated for the payment of thirty 
thousand pounds to the King ; one half in money, 

: -and the other half in cattle. The war ought now 
*to have been at an end ; for it is impossible to dis* 
^cover Italy reasonable pretext, that the most zealous 
toyalist could adduce, £ot regarding the confederates 
jmy longer aa enemies. The Charter of Graces, &r 
whicb alone they contended, had been purchased 

• fremithe King at the very beginning of his reign. 

. /Ska . oonditicms which it contained were jus^ and 
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reasonable, such as a monarch, loaioiis for the wd* 
{are of his people, ought to have conceded in an uv 
stant. The loyalty of these noblemen to their so^ 
vereign was unquesticxied ; they were all aaimated 
with a generous zeel to rescue him from the Pari* 
tans ; but, by the contrivance of Oimcmd, they weze 
kept in a hostile position, and at the same time pio*' 
vented &om making use of their arms. 

The clergy and the old Irish were justly dissatis* 
fied with the truce, which had checked their Rdl tide 
of success, and weakened their strength by the loss 
of the men and money sent to aid the King in £og» 
iland ; they, however, confined themselves to remon* 
strances. The parliamentarians, on the other hand, 
declared that this alliance iwifch .murderous Papists^ 
as they designated the Lords of the Pale, was a ciy* 
ing sin, and sent orders to their g^erals to disregaid 
the truce. « 

Monroe and his fo^loiwers took the solemn league 
und covenant, which had been framed by the Scotch 
in the beginning of their war against the Kii^. He 
was soon after appointed, by the English parliament> 
cQmmander-in-ciiief of all their forces, and directed 
to lead them against all opponents of their cause. 
The confederates now eagerly besought Oimond to 
{4ace himself at their head, and lead them against 
the Ulster Scots. This woulds however, have been 
&t^ to his avaricious views. He refused to pro- 
claim the Scots rebels ; and he would not adoaow* 
ledge the confederates as good subjects. He proi* 
fessed, however, his willingness to employ in the 
King's service any men or money that might be 
•placed at his disposal. The Catholic Lords were 
.Dot, however, now so foolishly confident in Or^ 
J^Qnd's integrity as . they heA been ; and thejr ia- 



taruMed the command of the forces sent 'against 
MoDffoe to the £arl of Castlehaven.^ Owen 0'» 
Neill was provoked at the distrust manifested l^ 
the counqil of Kilkenny, in withholding from him 
the command of the Ibices employed in Ulster* 
Indeed, he seems to have foreseen, that the ere- 
didity and folly of the confederates would prove 
the ruin of their cause, and to have determined on s 
separatibn of interests. Castlehaven, unsupported 
by O'Neill, could do nothing ; and Momroe, perse^ 
venng in his usual inactivity, the campaign in the 
north produced no important result. 

In the meantifloe, a deputation from the Catholic 
confederates proceeded to lay their demands before 
the King ; and a committee from the Protestants of 
I>ublin was also sent over to state their proposals 
for 'the pacification of the country* The articles 
presented by the rival parties are fiiU of instruction; 
and we request the reader to compare them atten- 
tively, as they illustrate the objects and motives of 
this protracted contest. The Catholics demanded 
the freedom of their rehgion, and a repeal of the 
penal laws ; a free parliament, widi a suspension of 
Pojrning's Law during its session ; seminaries in Ire^ 
land for the education of the Catholic lawyers and 
clergy ; a general act of pardon and oblivion, and the 
jeversal of all attainders against those who had shared 
in the war; the exclusion from the Irish parliament of 
all who were not estated and resident in Ireland ; 
-an act, declaring the Irish Parliament independent 
of that in England ; an act, that no chief governor 
should f etaia<his office more than three years, and 
.th«t) during that time, he should be disqualified 
iirom acquiring new lands in ^e country ; a Parliar 
Qieotary inquiry into all breaches of quarter, and 



804 HISTORY OF THE 

actsof iDbmniniity, committed on ei^itt side, dmmg 
the contest ; the exclusion of all who had been guiltj 
of such crimes from the act of oblivion, and their pu- 
nishment in due course of law. " On the granting 
of these propositions, the confederates engi^ged to 
suf^rt the King with their lives and fortunes, imd 
to contribute ten thousand men immediatelj fiir bis 
assistance in England. 

The Protestant deputation demanded ^^ the i^o- 
rous execution of all penal statutes agaiiwt recn- 
sants ; the immediate and total disarming of all Ca* 
tholics ; the con^lling them to repair all damages 
sustained by Protestants ; the puni^mieni of aH of- 
fences committed by recusants, without pardon or 
mitigation ; the vesdng of all the estates forfeited 
under the administrarion of Parsons in the crown ; 
and, after satisfection had been made to such as daira- 
ied under the acts of Parliament, the distribution of the 
residue entirely to British planters." It must be re- 
membered, that at the time these proposals woe 
inade, the confederates were in possession of the 
entite kingdom, except Dublin and a few posts; 
4md that six-sevenths of the property and po- 
pulation of Ireland were Catholic It is scarcely 
necessary to add, that the claims then made by the 
oonfederates have been granted by d^ees, as 1^ 
light of knowledge has become gradually more dif- 
fused; though, in that age, the system advocated by 
those violent Protestants prevailed, and brou^it on 
the country more than a century of misery and de- 
gradation. 

Charles, wiUi his usual indecision, neither ac- 
oepted nor rgected the proposals of the confedeEKte& 
He addressed them in kind and soothing terms ; :pi- 
^etically lamented the difficulties of lus sitoatiaii 
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:aisaied tbem that he felt a tender interest in their 
'tmelfare ; and then threw the burden of the negotia- 
tion on the Marquis of Ormond. This &tal vacil* 
lation> to give it no harsher term, was ruinous. 
The ccHifederates could not be expected to rely on 
the simple word of a sovereign, who had already de- 
oeived them so grossly respecting the Charter of the 
Graces. They would nol^ therdfore, move until the 
treaty of pacification was signed ; and this was de- 
layed by ^e reluctance of Ormond, until the King's 
cause was hopeless. 

In the midst of the negotiations an unexpected 
. revolution took place in Munster. Inchiquin, hav- 
ing been refused the office of Lord President by the 
Kuig, declared for the parliament, and made him- 
sdf master of Cork,^oughall, and Kinsale, from 
which he expelled all the Catholic inhabitants. His 
example was followed by Lord Esmond, who be- 
trayed Duncannon to the parliamentary forces. The 
'£arl of Inchiquin was the lineal representative of the 
foyal race of the O'Briens ; but there was never a 
seoinge of Ireland animated by a greater hatred of 
his countrymen. Whether fighting for the King or 
the Parliament, and he changed sides more than 
once, he was invariably the bitter enemy of his coun- 
trymen, and the savage profaner ' of those religious 
edifices in which the ashes of his own ancestors re- 
posed. His name is preserved in the traditions of 
-Munster, as the symbol of every thing that is wick- 
ed and teirible. Nurses scare their children by the 
threat of calling black Morough O'Brien ; and the 
superstitious peasant tells of the curse that he brought 
' upon his family, and the £iilure of male heirs to the 
title of Inchiquin. His cruelty on one occadon 
presents a remarkable contrast to the conduct of' the 



Catholics at did same place : when be starnAed'Oi- 
shel, he pursued the fugitives Into the spl^MUd ca- 
thedral of ^Mit citj;, called i&orn its situation The 
^Rock; there he san^iieasly slaught^ned ^e unf»- 
:8i6ting raultitttde, and tbe hlocd of. no le^ ^aki 
4weQty pnests polluted the altsqcs of the Grod of 

When the news ctf this revolution reached the 
council at Kilkenny, they directed X^rd Castl^ia- 
ven to jgaardh against the £arl of Inchiquin, while 
Preston was sent to besiege Dunqannon. The B^g- 
lish pai&Qient seism^ in no hurry to succour their 
Jdew partisans. Duncannon W9S forced to suraeoder, 
after a short but vigorous siege ; and Castlehaven, 
■having d^eated Inchiquin in the field, proceeded to 
reduce the di0e|«nt castles aftAig the liveis Liee and 
Blackwi^er, His exKterprises were crowned with 
■success ; he reduced several places of in^portanoe ; 
jioade .a great number of leading men prisoners $ and 
finally, adyanciog to the coast, laid siege to Youg- 
hail, though the town was well garrisoned, and ^0- 
th$9r prdteetod by two parliaBaentary frigates tiiat ky 
jin the hailbour. Castlehaven directed his Lieute- 
:naht-general, Purcell, to attack Croker's works, 
.whi<^ formed an advanced post on the south of the 
; walls, while he, crossing the river Blackwater, plaat- 
.ed some cannon on the ferry point, ^^ch Juts out 
opposite the town. The fire of Castlehaven's guns 
4edtroyed one of the frigates ; but Purcell was de- 
. feated in a sally of the ganison ; and, bef(>re l^is 
t calamity could be remedied, the siege was raided b^ 
the arrival of Lord BroghilL The winter soon af- 
ter set in, and military operations were -loid^de fo 
resume the long pending negotiations. 
:■. Oiraond was resohred not to' grant thottti^tti de- 
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m^^ed by the confederates; and they, feeling that* 
they had been more moderate than what prudenee^ 
ot even justice required, revised to recede frbm a^ 
siu^e claims 'He tried in vain to persuade them of 
die expediency of assisting the King as promptly as 
pfossible. They very properly replied, that they 
vrould not weaken themselves until the signature of 
tlie flpeaty had secured their futiHe safety. During 
tbi» delay, Rinunccini, Archbishop of Fermo, ar- 
rived m Ireland, as legate fix>m the Pope, and 
showed himself as hostile to any pacification, which 
did 'J^Dt Secure the public estalmshment of the Ro- 
mij^-veligion, as the Ultra-protestants were to terms 
tfaaii; 'gfahted simple toleration. Charles, harassed 
by' ^.increasing difficulties of his affairs, and anxi- 
oi|%' hoping liiat the promised aid from Ireland 
vr^ndid retrieve tils losses, determined to employ an- 
o^bi^. negotiator, sinqe he found Ormond disobe- 
^^t;*., This envoy was Edward Lord Herbert, son 
od^H;lie JV^quis of Worcester, whom, for his warm 
ajtiiBbc^eiit to the royal cause, die King had created 
£Si|l df '■^lamora:an. He found the confederates in- 
^dit]ied*to insist on more £ivourable terms than they 
]^d!B\prmidusly demanded, in consequence of Castle- 
bagf^Dlfs recent successes; but he bad influence e* 
m&gh to prevail upon them to make both a public 
mijl' a privalie' treaty ; the latter of which, Glamorgan 
deetarifed; contained terms* tbo- &vourable to the Ca- 
tboMc9, to be published at' a lime when the rage 
ag^st Popery absolutely amounted- to a national in- 
sanity. 

There has been a long dispute, whether Glamor- 
gan did not exceed his instructions, ' by agreeing^ to^ 
certain articles in the private tiieaty ; and some warm' 
defeodefS ^ Chailes aiBsert^ that the Earl certsdnly 
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exceeded his instructions. The question ils not i«a% 
important, because the principal additional conces- 
don could have been no disgrace to the King. It 
was simply that the Catholics should pay tithes to 
their own ecclesiastics9 and the Protestants to the 
teachers of their own church. Protestant historians, 
however, describe this article, and a statute of simi- 
lar tendency, in the reign of James, a cruel mockeiy ; 
because that many ministers of the establishment had 
notoriously no congregations. To which the Ca- 
tholic writers reply, by asking, why then should they 
be paid for their instruction ? And it has not been 
our good fortune to meet with a satis&ctory answer 
to the question. A Second article was, *^ that the 
churches shoiald remain in the hands of their present 
possessors ;" which has been impugned and defend-, 
ed on the same grounds as the preceding. 

Rinunccini, and the Papal party, objected to the 
treaties, as not sufBciently securing the establishment 
of the ancient religion ; but found few suj^iters 
among the laity. The legate, on his way to Ire- 
land, had stopped some time ^t Paris; and hsd 
there entered into some negotiations with the Qu^en 
of England, then at the French court soKciting assist- 
^ce. Her bigoted attachment to the church of 
Rome, and extraordinary influence over her husband, 
gave the legate reason to hope that he would be able 
to restore &e influence of the Holy See over Ireland 
in all its former strength ; but he found the great ma- 
jority of the Irish leaders little disposed to the cause of 
priestly domination. The resistance of Rinunccbi to 
the peace has been made the subject of countless invec- 
tive9 ; but he can hardly be blamed, when he had 
obtained a promise of more fiivourable tenps item 
one whom he describes in hisMemoirs> as f> Qv^eu^ 
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ove^ lh« King himself, rather than over the na- 
tion/; 

With much more reason Rinunocini objected to 
tbe treaty with Glamorgan being kept secret. He 
ssady that, ^* if the publication of these articles would 
offend the Protestant royalists, there was reason to 
dread that the Catholic princes on the Continent 
would be displeased by their concealment ;" and add- 
ed, ^* that a secret treaty might easily be disowned 
by the King and his ministers whenever it was their 
oon't'enience to do so. " The latter argument made 
a deep inlpression, especially on the minds of the old 
Irish, who had so ofiten suffered by the violation of 
TOfei promises; and an accidental circumstance soon 
proved that the l^ate's apprehensions were not alto- 
gether groundless. 

A second Sir Charles Coote, for the former had 
been killed in a skirmish during the first year of the 
war, had been sent by the parliament to aid Monroe 
in Ulster, and, unlike that general, soon distinguish* 
ed himself by zeal and activity. He advanced into 
Connaught, and made himself master of Sligo, and 
estended his depredations into the neighbouring 
counties. Sir James Dillon was sent with a body 
of ei^t hundred men to aid the titular Archbishop of 
Tuam in recovering this important post. The war- 
like prelate assaulted Sligo, and had nearly succeed- 
ed, when his soldiers were alarmed by the report of 
another army advancing from the north. Coote sal- 
lied ont, attacked the Irish army in its retreat, and 
put it to the rout. The baggage of the Archbishop 
was taken, and in it was found a copy of the trea^ 
that had been made with Glamorgan. The victori- 
ous general immediately transmitted the document to 
the EngliBh parliamenti by whom it was at once pub- 



lifihed, and extensr^el^ oireuliited in l^tam ^xA Lri^- 
land. 

' AH the paities to the tt^aty were now in a stagn- 
larly awkward position ; and the efhtta they made to 
extricate themsehres, exhibit scenes of tieacheiy, 
meanness andduplidty, in high places, which would 
He ludicrous if they were not disgusting. The -King 
set the example^ He baldly denied ha^g given 
Crkmiorgan any auiliorityto conclude such a treaty; 
he declared to the English purliament that- the only 
purpose for which the Earl had- been sent to Ireland 
was to raise forces fop his Majesty's service. This 
he contradicts in a* lettier to the Iri^ privy coundl, 
in which he states, ''that it is possible he m^t 
have thought fit t& have given the Eail of Gktnor- 
gan such a credential as might give him credit with 
me Roman Catholics^ in case the Marquis (of Or- 
inond) should find occasion to make use oi him, 
dther as a further assurance to them of what he 
should privately promise, or in case he should judgfr 
it necessary to manage those mattiers for their greater 
donfidtoce apart by the Earl, of whom they tiu^ 
be less jealouis. *' To complete the whole iiioonsist- 
elicy of his excuses, ^e King vnrote a private' letter 
to the Marquis of Ormond, in which he declared, 
" on the word of a Christian^ he never intended Gla- 
morgan should treat of any thing without his (the 
Marquis's) approbation, much less his knowledge. " 
Glamoigan next appears upon the stage ; theHord 
Lieutenant and Lord Digby, affecting to believe 
that he had exceeded his powers, caused him to he 
arrested on a charge of high treason, and brought for 
examination before the council. Glamoigan's de» 
^ce vms as extraordinary, and as disgraceful, as any 
put^of ^e tnmSaotioBi' Ife^astounded his hearers 
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by d^cburiiigy that " what be did was not, as he can* 
ceivedy any way obligatory on his Majesty ; ** to which 
he added, after some recolkction^ *^ and yet witkoHt 
an^y^just blemish of my hoaoiir> honesty, or consci- 
ence I " To explain this strange speech, he produ« 
ced a defeazancBy signed the day after the signature 
oi the treaty, and by the same parties; It declared 
that the Earl, by his engagements, no way intended, 
^' jto oblige his Majesty, oUier than he himself shotdd 
^ase, after he had i«ceived the ten thousand men; 
Yet he ftdthftdly promised, on his word of honouTi 
Hot to acquaint his Migesty with thi» defeazance, till 
he had used his utmost endeavours to procure the 
AiMhnoit of the treaty ; but when he had made these 
eaLertions he was to be relieved ftom all farther res* 
ponsibility ; he was also bound by oath, never to 
disclose this d^sazaoee without die consent of the 
<XKmmis8ioners« " 

The King sent a letter to the Irish Privy 
Council,^ ordering that Glamorgan should be de* 
lained a prisoner ; • but at the same time he wrote 
privately to Qrraond, '* to suspend the execution k3£ 
aay ^ntence against him, until the King was in* 
formed fully of all the proceedings*" It will not 
lessen the reader's surprise to learn, that, notwith« 
standing aU this heat, Ormond had long before re- 
ceived instructions from the King to conclude a 
peace with the confederates^ on terms nearly, if not 
folly, as ftivourable to the Catholicsi as those granted 
by Glam(Hgan» 

WhUe the Earl remained in priscxi, he received. 
two tetters from the King> one designed to be seen 
by Orinond and Digby, the other private, and con- 
fidential. . Both are still preserved in the H«urleian 

VOL, I, T 
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collection of manuscripts at the British Museum ; 
and they illustrate the King's share in these transac- 
tions too forcibly to be omitted. 

The first is the ostensible letter, and was trans- 
mitted officially. 

"* Glamorgan, 

" I must clearly tell you, both you and I 
have been abused in this business ; for you have been 
drawn to consent to conditions beyond your instruc- 
tions, and your treaty hath been divulged to all the 
world. If you had advised with my Lord Lieute- 
nant, as you promised me, all this had been helped. 
But we must look forward. Wherefore, in a word, 
I have commanded as much favour to be shewn to 
you, as may possibly stand with my service or safety ; 
and, if you will yet trust my advice — ^which I have 
commanded Digby to give you freely — I will bring 
you so off, that you may be still useful to me, and 
I shall be able to recompense you for your a£Pection. 
If not, I cannot teU what to say. But I will not 
doubt your compliance in this, since it so highly 
concerns the good of all my crowns, my own parti- 
cular, and to make me have still means to shew 
myself, 

^^ Your most assured friend, 

« Charles, R. " 

<* Oxford, Feb. 3, 1645-6. " 

The second letter was sent by Sir J. Winter, 
Glamoigan*s cousin-german, a Roman Catholic gen- 
tleman high in the confidence of the Queen, and 
who had been once her private secretary* Its ad- 
dress is much more femiliar than that of the pre*- 
cedinff. 
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'V I am confident that this honest trusty bearer 
will give you good satisfaction why I have not in 
every thing done as you desired ; the want of con- 
fidence in you being so far from being the cause 
thereof, that I am every day more and more con- 
firmed in the trust that I have of you. For believe 
mc, it is not in the power of any to make you suf- 
fer in my opinion by ill offices. But of this and 
divers other things, I have given to Sir J. Winter 
so full instructions, that I will say no more, but 
that J am, 

" Your assured and constant friend, 

" Charles, R." 

« Oxford, Feb. 28, 1645-6. " 

Before these letters reached Ireland, Glamorgan 
had been liberated on bail. At the first news of his 
arrest, the confederates at Kilkenny determined to 
rescue him by force of arms ; but, learning that the 
threatened prosecution was a mere pretence, they 
resolved to remain quiet. 

We have detailed the transactions with Glamor- 
gan at rather disproportionate length, not only on 
account of its intrinsic importance, but because of 
the scandalous manner in which it has been misre- 
presented by sev^al historians. Clarendon omits 
the proceedings altogether ; and his silence is a con- 
clusive proof that he believed the King's conduct 
indefensible. Hume, by a long and laboured argu- 
ment, endeavours to prove, that the entire blame 
rests on Glamorgan ; and declares, that the King 
never could have designed to show such favour to 
the Catholics. Carte, who saw the original docu-' 
Kients, by suppressing some, and misrepresenting 
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others, labours to show, that the ascendancy of the 
Protestant ohurch in Ireland had been always made 
by Charles a primary article in all instructiona con- 
cerning the peace. And Smollett declares^ that 
'^ the King was incapable of dissimulation. " If 
there be any person who entertains any hesitation in 
pronouncing the conduct of , the King a tissue of 
nraud and falsehood, his doubts must be removed by 
the perusal of the two following letters, addressed 
by the wretched monarch to Lord Glamorgan, the ori- 
ginals of which are also sdll. preserved in the Briti^ 
Museum. The first is partially ostensible ; but the 
concluding words (printed in italics) are written in 
cipher. 

'* GLAMORGAy, 

*^ I have no time, nor do you espect, that I 
shall make unnecessary repetitions to you. Where- 
fore, referring you to Digby for business, this is 
only to give you assurance of my constant friendship 
for you, which, considering the general defection w 
common honesty, is in a sort requisite. Howbeit^ 
I know you cannot but be confident of my making 
good all instmctiom and promises to you and the 
Nuncio. 

^^ Your most assured constant friend, 

« Charles, R." 

« Oxford, April bih, 1646. " 

The other letter is as follows ; and its contents 
decisively prove, that Glamorgan's concessions to the 
confederate Catholics had the King's foil consent , 
and approbation. 

" Hkkb^kt, 

^* As I doubt not but you have too much coiw 
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rage to be dismayed or discouraged at the usage you 
have had, so I assure you that my estimation of you 
is nothing diminished by it, but rather begets in me 
a desire of revenge and reparation to us both ; 
ybr in this I hold myself equally interested ioith 
y€m* Wherefore, not doubting of your accustomed 
care and industry in my service, I assiue you of the 
continuance of my favour and protection to you, 
and that in deeds, more than in words^ I shall diew 
myself to be, 

^ Your most assured constant friend, 

« Charles, R. " ' 

«< Otfwd^ Apni 6M, 1646. " 

So much for the smcerity of the Royal martyr, 
in his disavowal of Glamorgan's negotiations I 

The publication of the defeasance, and the refusal 
of Ormond to recognise the secret articles to which 
* Glamorgan had consented, destroyed the little re- 
mains of harmony in the council of the confederates. 
The Anglo-Irish Lords had been driven to revolt 
by irresistible compulsion, and were anxious to con- 
clude the war on any terms. The old Irish were 
justly suspicious of Ormond, and as justly indignant 
that no care had been taken of their peculiar inte- 
rests in either of the treaties. Rinunccini, who 
knew that negotiations were in progress at Paris be- 
tween Charles and the Pope, insisted that they should 
wait for the Pope's peace. The Irish clergy declar- 
ed, that no terms should be accepted which did not 
include the ecdesiastical articles in Glamorgan's se- 
cret treaty. Meantime, the King's affairs had be- 
come desperate ; and Ormond, at length awakened 
to the dangers of delay, when it was too late, con- 
sented to &e repeal of the penal laws, and signed 
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the treaty with the confederates on the 28th of 
March 1646. 

Owen O'Neill had been, during all thi$ time, em- 
ployed in training his forces, and making such pre- 
parations as would ensure his success. He con- 
trived to bring Monroe to an engagement at Ben- 
burb ; and though the Scottish general had forces 
superior to the Irish in number and discipline, O'- 
Neill completely ^filled Leven's prophecy, and 
gained the most decisive victory that had occurred 
during the war. While preparing to improve his 
success, and completely expel the parliamentarians 
from Ulster, the northern general received a letter 
from Rinunccini, requiring him to march into Lein- 
ster, to overawe the cot^derates. The nuncio had 
not only disavowed the peace, but had prevailed 
upon a large body of the clergy to join with him in 
excommunicating the commissioners by whom it had 
been signed, and all who ventured to observe it. In 
eonsequence of this denunciation, the heralds ap- 
pointed to proclaim the treaty were violently assault- 
ed by the populace in several, towns ; and at Lime- 
rick, the mayor and king-at-arms hardly escaped 
with their lives. The King had now surrendered 
himself to the Scots ; and Ormond, 'seeing the royal 
cause hopeless, began to negotiate with the parlia- 
ment. The violence and fury of the nuncio soon 
spread ruin through the armies of the confederates. 
Even those who had at first been his most strenuous 
supporters, became alarmed at the pernicious conse- 
quences. Charles himself unfortunately increased 
the arrogance of this haughty prelatfe, by declaring, 
in a letter to Glamorgan, * that, if he could contrive 

This letter was first published on the Continent; but 



CIVIL WARS OF IRELAND. 307 

by any means to make his escape, he would throw 
liimself into th^ arms of the nuncio. Rinunccini, 
elated by such a prospect, prevailed on Preston and 
O'Neill to join him, and, with the two armies, laid 
siege to Dublin. Lord Digby, who was in Ireland 
on behalf of the King, and was willing to make any 
sacrifice in his master's service, endeavoured to mo- 
derate the stubbornness of Ormond. Clanricarde 
made similar exertions with the nuncio ; but both 
were too obstinate to be moved. 

Carte must haye been aware of its existence, since he quotes, 
from the nuncio's Memoirs, the pages immediately preceding 
and succeeding that in which it occurs. It will at once be 
seen* that it contains a complete refutation of his defence of 
Charles. The following is a copy :— 

*'. GLA3IOROAN, 

" I am not so strictly guarded but that, if you send to 
jue a prudent and secret person, I can receive a letter, and 
you may signify to me your mind ; I having always loved your 
person and conversation, which I ardently wish for at present 
more than ever, if it could be had without prejudice to you, 
whose safety is dear to me as my own. If you can raise a 
large sum of money, by pawning my kingdoms for that pur- 
pose, I am content you should do it ; and if I recover them, 
I will fully repay that money ; and tell the Nuncio, that if once 
I come into his and your hands, which ought' extremely to be 
wished for by you both, as well for the sake of England as Ire- 
land, sixfce all the rest^ a» I see, defpiae me, I will do it ; and 
if I do not say this from my heart, or if in any future time I 
iail you in this, may God never restore me to my kingdom in 
this world, nor give me eternal happiness in the next; to 
Avhich I hope this tribulation will conduct me at last, after I' 
have satisfied my obligations to my friends ; to none of whom 
I am so much obliged as to yourself, whose merits towards me 
exceed all expressions that can be used by 

" Your constant friend, 

« Charles, R* 
-' Newcastle, July 20, 1646. *' 
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Onnond was soon aTowedly engaged in a nego- 
tiation with the parliamentarians ; he even deckicdy 
that he had received an intimation from the King to 
suhmit to that party rather than the Irish. That 
this was utterly ralse^ is dear from the following let* 
ter of Charles i — 

«<^ Oekokde, 

*^ The large despatch from you and 
Dighy of the second and third of Decemher* with 
the full account of your London treaty, I have re- 
ceived by several messengers ; thereby fin^ng^ with 
great contentment, that I am no ways deceived in 
my confidence of you. For I really and heartily 
approve of all that you have done himerto, and, in 
particular, concerning Colonel Preston ; but, for fur- 
ther directions, I can only say that you must, in no 
case, submit to the CW JKy* and that you endea- 
vour what you can to repiece your breach with the 
Irish, in case you can do it with honour and a good 
conscience ; both which are so rightly understood 
by youy that I will neither trouble you nor myselC 
with more particulars. I command you to follow 
such orders as the queen and my son shall send 
you; and so desiring to hear often from youy I 
reet 

** Your most assured, real, faithful, 

** and constant friend, 

" Charles, R/* 

« JBfimcattit, Jim. 5> 1647. ** 

While the council of the c^n^erates, distracted 

* It is scarcely luemtary to tAeation, what is sufBeieatly 
evident from the (iontext, that these ciphers designate the Eft- 
Jish and Scottish parliaments. ' ^ "^ 
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hf tihe violence of the nuncio, aild'lJie intemperate 
seid of his followers, could neither be persuaded to 
maintain peace, nor prosecute the war with v^our, 
Ormond completed his treaty with the English par- 
liament, and received their troops into Dublin* The 
terms for which he stipulated, were a sum of fourteen 
thousand pounds to reimburse himself for his pri«- 
vate expenses during the war, a pension of three 
thousand pounds per annum for his wife, and per^ 
mission to reside in England, on condition of sub* 
mitting to the authority of Parliament. The Pun* 
tans, under th^ command of Colonel Jones, had no 
sooner obtained possession of Dublin, than they 
treated Ormond with the greatest harshness and con** 
tempt. Alarmed for his safety, he hastily embarked 
for England, but had scarcely arrived th«« when 
he learned that the parliament had given orders for 
his arrest, and he escaped precipitately to France. 
O'Neill had long demised the confederates ; he was 
now equally weary of the nuncio, whose presumptu* 
ous folly had given disgust to every reasonable man 
in his own party. Even the court of Rome had 
signified its disapprobation of his proceedings, and 
refused to ratify his promises. The Catholic armies^ 
too, had been generally unsuccessful. Pteston, afber 
having gained a splendid victory near Dublin, failed 
to improve his advantages, and soon af)»r suffered a 
defeat. Inchiquin gained several triumphs over the 
confederates in Munster, and pushed his depreda* 
tions almost to the walls of Kilkenny. O'Neill re- 
foBcd to obey the general council, declaring himself 
the soldier of the nuncio. At this crisis, an attempt 
was ^lade by O'Neill to negotiate with the English par-^ 
liaxnstitt whose cause he foresaw must be victorious, 
from the superior abilities of those by whom it was 
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supported. The particulars are recorded by Ludlovc^ 
who was one of the committee appointed to confer 
with the Ulster delegates by the Council, of State. 
The Irish demanded indemnity for the past^ the h* 
ture security of their estates, and liberty of con- 
science. They complained bitterly of the King's 
iluplicity, and declared that they would have made 
application to the parliament sooner, had not the 
jnen in power been obstinately determined on their 
extirpation. The Puritans, however, hated Popery 
Xpo sincerely to grant it toleration, and the treaty 
was broken off abruptly* ^ 

The .defeat of the confederates under Lord Taafe 
by the Earl of Inchiquin, so alarmed the council at 
Kilkenny, that, in spite of the nuncio's exertions, it 
was resolved to renew the treaty that had been con- 
<iluded with Ormond, and the Lords Muskerry and 
Geoffrey Browne were sent to confer with the Queen 
and the Prince of Wales on the subject at Paris. By 
the influence of the nuncio, ambassadors were also 
sent to solicit assistance &om the courts of Rome, 
Paris, and Madrid, The declining influenceof Ri- 
nunccini was also shown in another important n- 
stance. A treatise was published by an Irish Je- 
suit, advising the nation to throw off its allegiance 
to the Exiglish crown, and choose a Catholic prince 
as an independent sovereign. The council, by an 
overwhelming majority, voted that this mischievous 
work should be publicly burned by the common 
hangman. 

Muskerry and Browne, on their arrival in France, 
earnestly entreated that Prince Charles should come 
over and place himself at the head of the Irish 
royalists, a measure whidi would probably have pro- 
duced a complete revolution. This was refused; 
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but a promise was made that a person should soon 
be sent over, empowered to give the confederates every 
satis&ction ; and they were secretly assured, that the 
person intended was Ormond. 

The answers received from Paris and Rome com- 
pleted the destruction of Rinunccini*s power. The 
Papal court had reused to assist the confederates 
with money or munitions of war, and had further 
left them at liberty to make any terms for their reli- 
gion, suitable to the circinnstances of the time. 
They now determined to make a truce with Inchi- 
quin, who had of late resolved to return to the 
King's party, being disgusted with the ingratitude 
shown him by the parliament, and shocked by the 
abolition of royal power in England. While a se- 
cret negotiation was proceeding, the Puritans in 
Cork and Youghall, suspecting the deagns of their 
leader, determined to secure these towns ; but the 
plot being discovered, the principal leaders were 
thrown into prison. Inchiquin was thus forced into 
a premature avowal of his designs ; and the nuncio 
became acquainted 'With the secret of the armistice. 
He denounced this treaty, as he had done that of 
1646, with the most intemperate violence. He ex- 
communicated all those by whom it was favoured, 
and denounced an interdict against the places where 
it should be maintained. But these spiritual wea- 
pons had been used so often, and on such frivolous 
occasions by the nuncio, that they were no longer 
formidable. The armistice was signed, and a for- 
mal appeal made to the Pope against Rinunccini's 
censures. It was signed by two Archbishops, twelve 
Bishops, all the secular Clergy, and by the Jesuits^ 
the Carmelites, and a great majority of the Augus*< 
tjnians, Dominicans, and Franciscans. 
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The nuncio, and the small portion of the cleigy that 
adhered to him, now proposed, that O^Neill should ad« 
vance to Kilkenny, disperse the council of die ocmfe" 
derates, and assume the dictatorship of Ireland ; but 
O'NeiU watded energy of character, and, besides, uras 
unwilling to shed blood, miless on the field of bat^« 
He advanced for the purpose of overawing the coun- 
cil ; but while on his march, the annistice was con* 
duded, and he was exposed to the attack of the ar- 
mies, both of InchM|ttin and Preston, each of wbidi 
was superior to his own. By an exertion of the 
most consummate abiHty, he extricated himself from 
these difficulties, and retreated with little loss to Ul« 
ster, while he was prodaimed a traitor by the su* 
I»eme council, 

•Another partisan of the nuncio was the Marquis 
of Antrim, who^ during the whole struggle, had ex- 
hibited the greatest vanity and kicspaeity. ThroB^K 
the £ivour of the Queen, on whom his boasts pro* 
duced a very powerful impression, he had been com- 
missioned by the King to raise a body of forces in 
Ulster, to assist the projects of Montrose in Scot- 
land* Though he had fidled to execute his pro- 
mises, he solicited now the appointment of chief 
governor of Ireland ; and finding that k was already 
bestowed on Ormond, he reserved to harass the roy&k* 
ists, whom he could not command. He appeared 
before Wetfoid with a body of Scotch Hi^landers 
and discontented Irish ; but was totally debated by 
the Confederates. He then entered into terms wita 
Jones, the parliamentarian governor, and was pep* 
mitfeed by him to pass with the relics of his follow^ 
ers to O'Neill's quarters* O'Neill was at first duped 
by Antrim's boasting, and placed himself under his 
command ; but soon discovering his insignificance, 
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lie resumed his place as general of the northern Irish^ 
It is remarkable, that Rinunccini sanctioned the ne* 
gotiations of O'Neill and Antrim with the Puritans^ 
who had vowed the extirpation of Popery, while he 
denounced vengeance on all who treated with those 
who were willing to give the professors of the Ro- 
mish religion every reasonable security. Such are 
the inconsistencies of bigotry and &naticism. 

Ormond returned to Ireland with a much more 
sincere inclination for peace than he had previously 
manifested. The treatment he had received from 
the parliament convinced him that nothing was to be 
hoped from that party ; and! he resolved to devote 
himself ei^tirely to the King. But it was now too 
late : the confederates could no longer trust a man who 
had so grossly betrayed the confidence which they 
had formerly bestowed ; and Ormond found that pp'- 
portunities neglected never again return. He pusn^- 
ed on the negotiations with a vigour quite unlike his 
fermer tardiness ; and was stimulated to greater speed 
by th^ following letters, which he received from the 
King, then a prisoner in the Isle of Wight : 

^' Lest you might be misled by Mse 
rumours, I have thought fit by this to tell you my 
true condition. I am here in a treaty ; but such a 
aoG, as if I. yield not to all that is proposed to me^ 
I nmlst be a close prisoner, being still under restraint. 
Wherefore, I must command you two things ; first, 
to obey all my wife!s commands ; then, not to obey 
any public command of mine, until I let you know 
J 9m free from restraint Lastly, be not startled at 
my great concessions concerning Ireland^ fpr tha^ 
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they will come to nothing. This is all at this time 
from, 

" Your most real, &ithful, constant friend, 

" Charles R." 

." Newport, in the Isle of Wiffht, 
« Oct, 10. 1648.*' 

« Ormondf, 

" I hope before this, mine, of the tenth 
of this month, will have come to your hands. I 
sent it by the way of France. This is not only to 
confirm the contents of that, but also to approve of 
certain commands to you ; likewise, to command 
you to prosecute certain" instructions, until I shall, 
under my own hand, give you other commands. 
And though you will hear that this treaty is near, or 
at least most likely to be concluded, yet believe it 
»ot ; but pursue the way that you are in with all 
possible vigour. Deliver also that my command to 
all your friends, but not in a public way ; because, 
otherwise, it may be inconvenient to me, and parti- 
cularly to Inchiquin. So being confident of your 
punctual observance of these my directions, I rest, 
" Your most real, faithful, constant fi-iend, 

" Charles R." 

** Newportf Saturday, 
« 2Sth Oct 1648." 

A few days after having despatched this letter, the 
'King, whom sundry historians declare " incapable of 
dissimulation, *' declared to the parliamentary com- 
missioners, who remonstrated against Ormonde's re- 
newing his treaty with the Irish : — " Since the first 
votes passed for the treaty (between the King and 
&itish parliament) in August, I have not transact- 
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ed any affairs concerning Ireland, but with you, the 
commissioners, in relation to the treaty itself." 

The treaty with the confederates was, however, 
protracted by various delays, until the 16th of Ja- 
nuary 1649 ; and, before any advantage could l)e 
taken of the pacification, Charles had perished on a 
scaffold. It is not necessary to recount the particu- 
lars of this treaty,* which, by the King's death, be- 
came waste paper. It is suiHcient to say, that it em- 
bodied the greater part of Glamorgan's concessions, 
and provided for the summoning of a new parlia- 
ment ; until which time the power of the Lord Lieu- 
tenant was to be shared by a council, called Com^ 
missioners of Trust, elected by the confederates. 

Thus terminated the second act of this eventful 
drama. The fatal catastrophe, by which it was to 
be terminated, could not be foreseen ; and every one 
rejoiced in the hope that the distractions of the coun- 
try were at an end. 

The wars might have been concluded long before, 
had any of the parties acted with vigour, consistency, 
or honesty. The King's notorious duplicity, mani- 
fested in every act of his Irish government, made 
him suspected by all. The cruelty and tyranny of 
Parsons, Coote, St Leger and others, prevented the 
confederates &om laying down their arms, until suffi- 
cient security had been given for their lives and pro- 
perty. Ormond, avaricious and bigoted, was reluc- 

* One of the articles is too carious to be omitted. It pro- 
vides, ^* That all laws prohibiting ploughing by horse-tails, and 
the burning of oats in the straw (an Irish substitute for thrash- 
ing-machines), should be repealed." The reformed systems of 
religion and agriculture were both taught, it appears, by the 
comprehensive agency of penal laws. 
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tant to grant sudi security ; and they themselves pre- 
vented O'Neill from obtaining it by force. The 
council of Kilkenny yielded to ancient prejudices, 
and the spleen of party. The £inaticism of Ri- 
Qunccini and his assodates created a new source of 
irreconcilable discord. And finally, O'Neill, the 
only man who could have saved the coimtiy, was 
cuised, by the support of the intolerant clergy ; and, 
justly fearing the increase of their power, showed in- 
decision, when promptitude was tnost necessary. Bit- 
ter was the penalty paid for these errors. An aven- 
ger was now at hand, who involved the foolish and 
the criminal in one conunou ruin. 
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